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The prizeswonatSt.Patrick'sCollegesports meetingare tobepresentedon Sunday.
The Rev.FatherKeegan, for manyyears stationedin thearch-diocese,is now acurate inaparishinLondon.
The midsummer entertainment and annual distribution ofprizesatSt.Patrick's College willtakeplaceon Thursday evening.
On Wednesday, the Feaßt of St. Cecilia, St. Cecilia's Choir of

St. Mary's Convent, rendered some exceptionally choice music
during the holy sacrifice of the Mass in honour of the patron
saint

The dateon which theexaminationsfor the twoannualscholar-shipsgiven by St.Patrick's College will beheld is not yetdefinitely
settled,buttheywillprobably takeplacebetweenthe11thand 18th
ofDecember.

At the first Mass on Sunday at St. Joseph's Church13 of thestudentsof St. Patrick's College receivedtheir First Communion.
The Rev. Father Herbert, who prepared the boys,celebrated theMass andpreachedaninstructive sermon.

Tickets for anartunioninconnection with the Easter bazaar,
having for its object the furnishing of the Basilicaof the SacredHeart when completed, arenow beingprinted, andwillshortly be
in circulation. Besides very many good prizes there are about a
dozenoil paintings, varying invalue from £10 to £100.

The GeneralElectioncampaign is now fairly under way. This
week'smeetingshave beenof asomewhatrowdynature. Itisnowannounced thatthe candidateswho are to receive the Government
support areMeßsrs. T. K.MacdonaldandC. Luke. A thirdhas not
yet been decided on, and it is quite likely that only two will be
run.

The Rev.Father Coffey,of South Dunedin, was in Wellington
this week. He came for the purpose of meeting bis sisterwhoarrived fromHome on Friday. She is a Dominican Nun and
on her way to Dunedin. The Rev. Father Smyth, of Hastings,
whois FatherCoffey'scousin, was also on the wharf on thearrival
of the steamer.

The entertainmentgiven by theDixon streetSchoolchildren inaid of the school requisites was, in consequence of the large
numbers unable to gain admission at the previous productions,
repeated onMonday, whenthehall was well filled. The children
deservegreat praise for their efforts. The financial result of the
entertainmentwashighly satisfactory.

A generalmeeting of St.Mary'sConvent ex-Pnpils' Association
was held in the Convent onTuesday evening. Itwas announced
thatdonations,amounting toover £50 towards thecost ofthe Sisters'
cottage at Titahi Bay, had been receivedfrom friends outside the
Association. It was decided that in view of the many calls at
present being made on the Catholics of the oity to postpone the
proposedgardenpartyuntilafter theEaster bazaar.

WANGANUI.

The roadnorth fromLadysmithto Elands Laagte (which,by
the way,meanstheslaughteringplaceof elands,akindof deer) and
beyond, follows the hillsalong theireasternslopes,andthe countryJsMs eastwardis of the rollingnature before referred to, till low
hffis aremet againat adistanceof from three to Bix miles. From
this' aocount it will appear that the crest of the range above
Ladysmithoverlooksthe country east and west for a considerable
distance. The Tugela river, which, being in flood, has been
mentionedas a barrier to the passage of theFree Staters south, israpid and runs between high banks,but does not long remainswollen,aridat other times may be easily crossed.

There are excellent roads leading from Van Reenan's and
Bezuindenhout's passes towards Coleneo and Estcourt, and the
country is open,so that theFree Staters should have littletrouble
inadvancing within striking rangeof these towns. However,by
doing so, they would be a long way from their base,and in the
event of reinforcements arriving quiokly would be in danger of
beingnippedbetweenGeneral White's troops and thenewarrivals.Colensois situatedona flat on the south bank of the Tugela, andis
entirely dominatedby higher ground on the northern bank,which
is precipitous.

PRESIDENT KBUGEB.
Mr.Lecky's appreciationof President Kruger at the opening

meetingof theCollegeHistoricalSocietyintheUniversity ofDublin,
three years ago,is of interestat the present moment. He saidof
thePresidentof theTransvaalRepublic:'Icanspeakof him withsomepersonalknowledge. Hehas beenmore thanonceinmyhouse,
andIhavecomeincontact withseveralmen whohaveknown him
well. Inmany respects heresembles strikingly the sternPuritan
warrior of the Commonwealth

—
a strong, stubborn man, withindomitable courageandresolution,withverylittle tingeof cultiva-tion,but witharare and natural shrewdness in judging men andevents,he impresses all who come in contact with him with the

extraordinary forceof hisnature. He is the father of no lessthan
seventeenchildren. Hebelongs toasect calledthe Doppers,which
is derivedfroma Dutch wordfor anextinguisher, because they are
desirous of extinguishing all novelties since the Synod of Dorp.
Ardently religious, he is said tobelieve as strongly as Wesley ina
directpersonalinspirationguiding him inhis acts. He is a great
hunter of the most savage wild beasts. One finger is wantingon
oneof hishands:it wasbrokeninahunting expedition,andit isa
characteristictrait that he then and there amputated it himself.Ina semi-regalposition,and withevenmore than regal power, helives the lifeof a peasant, and although, Ibelieve, an essentially
just, wise,andstrongman,hehasallhis countrymen's dreadof an
immigrationof analien element,and alltheir dislikeandsuspicion
ofan industrialandmining community.'

A SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ON THE CAUSE OP THE WAB.
From time to time we have given the opinions of persons

holding diametrically opposite views on the Transvaal question.
We nowplacebefore our readers the opinion of Mr.Brenton,asonof ex-AldermanBrenton, of Broken Hill,South Australia, whohas
just returned from the Transvaal,which he left about theend of
September. He is positive that war was brought about by the
capitalists andJingoes. Of the 40,000 or so white men employed
on the Rand

—
there are sixtymiles of reef, he says

—
a votewould

show that themajority areas emphaticandof the same opinionas
himself.

'
The franchise,'he added;'thatwas all nonsense. You

remember that petitionwith twenty-one thousand odd signatures
sent to Queen Victoria,asking her to intervene on behalf of the
Uitlanders. Mostof those signatures were bought at a shilling a
piece. Isuppose my nameis on thatpetition,butIneverplaced it
there. Iknew,say,500 men on the field,bucInevermetaman who
hadsigned it. Canvassersweresent roundby somecapitalists,anda
shilling was the price of a signature. Iknew of a case where a
mansat downand wrote twelvesignaturesof men whosenameshe
knew. The men don't want the franchise. If they had it they
wouldnot useit. Those who havebeen on thefieldseven yearsaud
canget itdon'ttrouble themselvestoget it. They arequitesatisfied
with things asthey are. Itell you,'he added," the Transvaalis all
right for theminer. See how independenthecan be! Sixtymilesof reef, and companies all along the reef. If a miner leaves one
company, allhehas to dois to go to thenextone.' Asked why themining companiesandcapitalistsdetiredwar when so many of the
workers were opposedtoit,Mr. Brentonreplied:*There are about100,000 Kaffirs employedon the Rand mines,butunderBoer laws.These Kaffir workmen will neverbe a serious menace to whiteworkmen, butunder English rule it is fearsd that things willbedifferent. A fewmiles fromPretoria there is another goldfieldsaid
to be as extensive and fully as rich as the Rand. Kruger was
requestedtoproclaimagoldfield. Herefused,sayinghehadalready
one— Johannesburg

—
andthathadcausedenoughagitationfor him.'

The newspaper accounts of Boer brutality and incivility to the
UitlanderswerescoutedbyMr.Brenton. Itwasadmittedthat they
treat theirKaffir servantsbarbarously;but someof theEnglishmen
were jußt asbad,and it wasnouncommon thing to seeEnglishmen
belting theKaffirs withdrills. Hundredsof refugees wereleaving
Johannesburg at the same timeashe did;and these, according tott^cables,were cruelly ill-used by the Boers. He was there, yet
sawnoneof the ill-usage. Evenat the timeof the Jameson raid
the Boers were quite civil to the English. They knew that the
workerswerenot re«ponsible for the trouble. When a Boer entered
a saloonheusually raisedhishat in salutation to any Englishman
who might bepresent. Anincident illustrating the feelings of theBoers towards the various personages who are at present looming
large in the eyesof the world was related by Mr. Brenton. Two
Hollanders entered a saloon. A drunken cousin Jack called for
threecheers for theQueen. The Hollandersliftedtheirhats. An-othercousin Jack called for threecheers for JoeChamberlain, andthere was trouble on the instant. Cecil Rhodes and Chamberlain,
Mr. Brenton asserts, are blamed for the whole of the present
trouble.

(Fromour own'correspondent.)
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The statementImadea short timeago concerningRev. FatherTymonsBhouldhave read as follows:— 'The peoplewill,no doubt,
feel highly gratified when they know that Rev.Father Tymons isthe firstpriest born and educated in New Zealand who has been
entrusted withthe solecharge of aparish.'

At a meeting of theSt.Columba Literary and Debating Clubheld last night, theprizes wonduring the session werepresentedby
the Very Rev. Dean Bark. The prizedonated by the president(Father Tymons) for the best essay on the work of a standardEnglish author, was wonby Mr. £. Loftas. The samememberalso
carriedoff the Dean's prize for themostusefulmember during thesession. The former prize consisted of the Popular Educator(Cassell's) inBix vols., and the latterwas Chambers'* Cyclopas&ia ofEnglishLiterature(twovols.).

The promoters of the farewellsocial tenderedlast week to Rev.FatherTymons have everyreason to be satisfied with the suoceesthatattended theirefforts. St. Mary's Hall was crowdediiji every
part, andtheproceedings throughout weremostenthusiastic? As a

Thursday,November SO, 1899.j NEtf ZdALAtiD TABIET.
VABIOUS.

TheRev. John Ferguson,preachingrecently at St. Stephen's
Presbyterian Church, Sydney, said the Transvaal war had to a
greatextentbeenbrought aboutby a false senseof pride through
the assertion that the prestige of Great Britainwas at stake;by
the lust of gold and territory;by the spirit of revenge,and the
uncharitable constructionput upon the actions of the Boers. All
thesemotives wereentirely opposed to the teachings of Christ He
urged thatit would have been better if the British colonies had
sent memorialsin favourof universal peace to thelate Peace Con-
gress,or devotedthemoney now being spentinsending troops toa
fundfor therelief of all the widowsandchildren who lost bread-
winnersthrough the war.

Major-General Sir Francis Clery, who has been appointed to
commandone of the divisions against theBoers,is a Catholic. The
gallant soldier is the author of severalexcellent worksonmilitary
tactics.
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