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The followingare theprincipal itemß of war newsreceived during1

the week :—:
—

■

Mafeking was reported to be safe on the20th met,batincon-
seqiience of the lackof pure water fever wasprevalent. Thehealthof the besieged was being affected inconsequence of having to liveunder ground. The Boer entrenchmentlinesarebeingdrawncloseraround the town,andanincessant fire is maintainedby the enemy.

A vigorous bombardmentof Kimberley has been kept up forsome days.
GeneralMethuen, whocommands theKimberley relief columnconsisting of a force of 10,000 men,onThursday attacked the Boersin a strongly-entrenched position at Belmont, defended by fiveguns. A breach wasmade, and theBritish stormed threeridges insuccession. TheBoers fought withgreat courageandskill,but theBritish victory was complete. Forty Boer prisoners were taken,and the enemy's loss washeavy. A large quantity of stores andammunition was destroyed, and many horses and oows capturedThree British officers were killed and 22 wounded. Fifty-eightprivateswere killed and130 wounded. Eighteenmenare missing.Later despatches state that from 6000 to 8000 Boers wereengagedatBelmont. The fighting commenced inthesemi-darkness.The Boers occupied a verystrong position and fought frombehindboulders. In making the attack the British had to climb rockyridges in the face of the enemy's heavy fire. The Boers made averydeterminedstand and fought until thelast.Theposition,whioh was about 10 miles east of Belmont, and

commanded the road to Kimberley,was a verystrong one and con-sidered almost impregnable, especially the last ridge, whichnecessitated asteepclimb of 500 feet.
A Capetownmessage,under dateNovember 27, reports that theBoers atDraspan,a little to thenorthof Belmont,attackedGeneralMethuen, who replied with shrapnel. The Naval Brigade, York-shires, and NorthLancashires carried the heights afterfour hours'furious fighting. The enemy early in the fight attacked the rearguard and baggage train,but the Grenadier Guards met this, audalso protected the flanks. Itis knownthat51Boers werekilledand48 wounded. Many prisonersweretaken.Fourhundred CapeDutch, including themagistrate,atBarklyEast, have joined the Boers. They have seized and ocoupied thetownof Lady Grey,near AliwalNorth.
Itis estimated that there are9500British troopsin Ladysmith

and14,000 dividedbetween the townsof Durban, Pietermaritzburg,and Estcourt. Lack of cavalry is delaying Major-general Clery's
advance to the relief of Ladysmith.

Major-general Hildyard, in charge of the Ladysmith reliefcolumn,surprised the Boers at WillowGrange, Southof Estcourt.The British charged the enemy and bayoneted 80 of them. TheBritish loss was three killedand 44 wounded.Ten thousand British troops aresaid tobe marchingnorthwardfromEstcourt.
The New Zealand Contingent arrived at Capetown last week,and the New South Wales and otherAustralian troopaarrived therein thebeginning of this week.

The Rev. A. S. Mullan, 0.F.M., of Waverley, left for England
on the25th inst.

The Cardinal-Archbishopof Sydney intends tomake apersonalappeal in the parishes of the archdiocese in aidof the buildingfundof St. Mary'sCathedral about thebeginning of the year.
In the courseof anaddress at Townsvillehis LordshipBishopHiggins said thathe intended to introduce the Christian Brothersinto the diocese ofRockhampton.
Miss Maud McCarthy has been giving concerts in various townsof New SouthWales, where she has met with enthusiastic recep-

tions.
The Dickson Government in Queensland has resigned. Thereis someprobability of a coalition Opposition-Labour Ministry underMr.Dawson being formed.
The many friends of Mr. William Comansof Temora(says theCatholic Press) will receive with regret the intelligence of hisdeath, which occurred recently. The deceased gentleman was 88yearsof age at thetime of his death,which, thoughrather sudden,wasnot altogether unexpected, as his end from senile decay wasexpected for some time. Mr. Comans was a native of TipperaryIreland, andcame to New South Wales 56 yearsago.
Mr. Coghlan has decided to retire from theNew South WalesPublic Service Board, andretain thepositionof Government Statis-tician. This decision can be regarded with great satisfaction, asalthough the qualifications for a member of the Public ServiceBoardare fairly high, a vacancy therehas a betterchance of beingsuitably refilledthan if the colony called for a statistician. Theresignation ofMr. Coghlan from theStatistician'soffice would havebeen a great loss.
By the death,on theBbh inst.,of M. Emile Doubletatthe ageof 57, the French community inSydney lostone of its oldest andmost esteemed members. His remains were interred in theWaverley cemetery, a solemn Requiem Mass being first celebratedat St, Patrick's Church byFather Piquet,assisted by the Very RevFathers Aubrey and Le Rennetel,and Father Guillemin. M.BiarddAunet (French Consul-General) and all the leading members oftbeFrench community attended the funeral.
By the last mail a letter,written in Paris, was receivedfromMiss AmyCastles by her friends in Melbourne. At the time ofwriting Miss Castles had just returned after having sungbeforeMadame Viardot-Garcia, who enjoys a reputation as one of thegreatest present-day female lyric artists. Madame Garcia gave itas her opinion that Miss Castles was the possessor of a wonderfulnatural voice that would

'
stand plenty of hard work.' Amongmany splendid qualities,the intonation was particulaaly good, andaltogether,Madame Garcia said, the voice was well worthyof thepraise thathad been lavishedupon it.

Last year Mr. Jerry Flynn, a former resident of Gulgong,was employed at Bullagreen station, near Gilgandra, N.S.W.,weighing wool. One day during the shearing his waistcoatcontaining a gold watch, chain, and appendage, disappeared.
Ihearticles werevery much valuedby Mr. FJynn, as they hadbeenbequeathed to him by his father, who received them as a presenta-tion while he wasin thepolice force. He naturally concluded thatthe articles had been stolen, andput the matter in thehands of thepolice, who, however, failed to find the missing property. Quiterecently Mr. Jones, the ownerof Bullagreen,received a letter fromanEnglish wool-manufacturingfirm informinghim that onopeningone of his bales of wool a waistcoat,containing a gold watch,chainand appendage,had been found therein. This, of course,clears upthemystery surrounding the disappearanceof the articles, and theyare nowon their wayback to Australia.

On November 14 his Lordship the Right Rev. Dr. MurrayBishop of Maitland, had the happiness of celebrating the thirty-fourth anniversary of his consecration. Priests and peoplemarkedthe occasion in the same spirit of rejoicing as when the venerableand beloved Bishop celebrate1his Bilver jubilee. There were notany public presentations of addresses and gifts as on jubilee day,but many tributes of love, gratitude, aud veneration were paid.His Lordship, whose almost complete recovery of health andstrength is a matter for congratulation, had by his side on thepresent occasion his young Coadjutor-Bishop, the Right Rev. DrDwyer. Besides Dr. Dwyer, about 30 priests of the diocese tookpartin the happy celebration. All the Masses in theCathedral onTuesday were very largely attended. Inthe evening at the TownHalla conversazione arrangedby theladies of St.John's Cathedralparishtookplace,andthevenerableprelatewasheartily felicitatedonthe attainment of 34 years'reign as Bishop of Maitland. BishopMurray is now in his seventy-third year. When he arrived inMaitlandin 1866 there weresixpriests, 20 churches,12schools, andone convent in the diocese, extending 160 miles along the coastdistricts, the remotest part being 800 miles from Maitland. Thereare now in the present much smaller diocese as regards area(portionshaving been cut off to form the dioceses of Armidale andGrafton) 60 churches, 24 chapels, one college, 16 high schools, 36
primaryschools, one monastery,oneorphanage, and an institutionfor the deaf and dumbat Waratah. The priests number 41" thereare 26 convents, with 165 nuns; while 4370 children attended theschools out of a diocesan population of 30,000. The religiousOrders Dr. Murray has established in his diocese are theRedemptonst Fathers, the Marist Brothers, Dominican NunsSisters of Mercy, Sistersof St.Joseph,and theBrigidine Nuns.

'

Mr.A.R. Barolay invites the electors of Dunedin tomeethimonFriday nextat the Drillshed,North Dunedin, andonMonday atthe WesleyanHall, Woodhaugh A monster meeting is tobe heldonTuesday eveningat the Garrison Hall.— **,
Wheeling says that—' The day of cheap single tube tyreshas

goneinAmerica,andalthough afew cheapand trashy tyres continue
to be sold, therehas been a considerable change for the better, and
the preference for good grade tyres is noticeable.' The same isequallyapplicable to Australian cyclists, ninety-nine out of every
hundred of whomswearby the detachable Dunlop tyre,onaccountof its reliability andease of detachment.— „,%

Visitors to Queenstown will find first-classaccommodation atMcßride's familyhotel. This well-known establishmentis repletein each department with every requisite and of the best quality
obtainable. Patrons may rest assured of receivingexcellent atten-tion,combined withcivility and home comforts. A porterattends
the arrival and departure of steamers, and fir^^asa hacks andvehiclesarekept for the convenienceof exoursioni^l^^* "

An important noticewith regard to Mount Goo?Hermitage
and Hanmer Springs appears elsewherein thisissue. Thehotel iastill in charge of Mr. and Mrs.Ross, and Mr.Clarke willact asguideup to the endof February. Thehuts have beenprovisioned
tomeet the wantsof tourists and climbers. For invalids afflictedwith rheumatism, skin diseases, etc., the baths at the Hanmer
Springs are ample, and the sanatorium has accommodation for
visitors. A newbuilding for boardand lodging at lowerrates will
be ready aboutthebeginning of the year. There are other houseswhere ample accommodation and excellent rooms may also beobtained.

—
„.%

Messrs. Dwan Bros., hotelbrokers, Wellington, reporthaving
sold the following hotelproperties:— Mr. RobertDarroch's interestin the Club Hotel, Lambton Quay, Wellington, to Messrs. W.Manning andR.Baker, well known in commercial circles in thiscity; Mr. Henry T. Hawker's interest in the Rainbow Hotel,Kaiwarra, to Mrs. Goldfinch;Mr. William Piper's interest in the
White Horse Hotel, Ngahauranga,to Mr. James Woods,an oldWellington resident; Captain W. G. North's interest in theTerminus Hotel, Picton, to Mr. Bernard M'Guire, late of theRanfurly Hotel, Wellington ;Mr. John Hunter's interest in theCentral Hotel, Otaki, to Mr. John Simpson, late of the RailwayHotel, Woodville; also th« purchase of the Tavistock Hotel,
Waipukurau, for Mr. George Ross, late of the Panama Hotel,
Weilino-tan * * '
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* 'Arnold will hold a meeting at Woodhaugh MissionHall on Friday, and at St. Alban's Hall, Kaikorai Valley, onMonday. He will also address the electorsat theGarrisonHallonTuesday evening.— *


