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acoount it should not be lightly adopted, unless it could be clearly
shown, sither by a priori reasoning, or better still, from the lecsons
of actual experience, that the benefits which the cornmunity would
derive from it would more than outweigh its disadvanteges. (3)
Now the practical question arises: Are the the benefits likely to
acerue from Prohibition clearly preater than its disadvantages?
Our Prohibitionists fall back here exclusively on the lessons of
experience. The Clutha district in New Zealand, Mildara in Vie-
toria, and Kentucky, Massachussets, Maine, eto,, in America are
get before us as evidences of the advantages of Prohibition. But it
80 happens that these very eame places are also brought forward as
melancholy examples of the more or less disastrous failure of Pro-
hibition by large bodies of people of various creeds and classes, who
are at least as independent, reascnable, and competent, eye-witnesses
as the advocates of Prohibition. They assert quite as posi-
tively as Prohibitionists deay that this exp:dient is mno
res]l remedy for the drink evil, that it positively aggra-
vates it, and that it introduces in its train worse evils
than those it is intended to remove. It is not for me to decide
which set of witnesses is right, or whether either iy wholly right or
wholly wrong, But I may here state that my personal opinion is
that the weight of evidence, taken all in all, appears to me to be
against Prohibition. I may be wrong. Yet, under such circum-
stances, 1, for one, am not prepared to advocate a measure that
interferes so closely with personal liberty, and yet fs, at best, of
extremely doubtful benefis. Even if it were conclusively shown—
which it is not—that Prohibition iz a real remedy for the evils
attendant on the drink traffic, I should only deem it just to
accompany its adoption with a fair measure of compensation—as
in Victoria—to those whose livelihood would be unfavourably
affected, or whose property would be ruddenly depreciated in value
by a chance majority of the vot.s-in their distric's,
Secondly, as to the

METHODS OF LEADING PROHIBITIONISTS,

So far as I can gather, the Prohibition movement in this
Colony, is partly political, partly religions, The political leaders
of the party, so far a8 I sm aware, bave not succeeded in gaining
the confidence of their fellow-colonists, As regards the clergy : it
paina me much to state that many of those who are inthimately
asgociated with the movement throughout New Zealand are
notable for the violence and frcquency of their attacks, either in
the Press or in the pulpit, or in both—and even at recent dates—
on sli that we Catholica hold dear and sacred. This remark,
I am glad to say, does not apply to Waimate. If 1 were
convinced of the benefits of Prohibition—which I am not—such
proceedings would not alienate my support and sympathy from the
movement, even though it would make it difficult for me to meet
on the same platform, or work cordislly on the same committee
with, those who malke it a practice to revile the faith that is dearer
to me than life, But I cannot get away from the conviction that
certain writings, speeches, and political actions of those that are
prominent in the Prohibition movement have done much to cause
it to be viewed with suspicion, if not with downright aversion, by
many whbo might otherwise have given it their sympathy and
support, just as they would to any other political expedient on
which people of any creed, of n.] creeds, or of no creed, might,in a
friendly way, agree to differ.  In conclusion, aliow me to quote the
following words of Cardinal Manning, They are to the point, In
his address to the Holy Family Coufratermity of Commercial Road,
1875, he paid : ‘I will o to iny grave without tasting intoxicating
liquers ; bat I repeat distinetly that any man who should say that
the use of wine or any o'her Jike thing is sinful, when it does not
lead to drunkenness, that man is a heretic condemmned by the
Catholic Church, With that wan I will never work. Now, I
desire to promote total abstinence in every way that I caun ; I will
encourage all societies of total abstainers  But the moment I zee
men not charitable, attempting to trample down those who do not
belong to the total abstainers, from that moment I will not work
with thoee men,—I am, my dear Mr, Graham,

Yours sincerely,
P REesxavULT, B M,
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THE VICARIATE OF KATAL

TWENTY-FIVE Yyears ago (says the Missionary Record of the Oblates
of Mary Immaculate) there were six priests in all tha vast territory
of the old Vicariate of Natal entrusted to the Oblate Fathers; to-day
there are 114, Then there were three religious Brothers ; now there
are 284, Then there were ¢ight nuns, and at the prerent time there
are 867, The churches in that vast territory—which was half as
large as all Europe—numbered five ; at the present day the churches
in which Mages is raid total 81. The churches and chapels built
during these 25 years were 92; the convents built for works of
mercy —guch a3 orphanages and sanatorin—might be numbered ag
14. Twenty-five years aso thers was not s Catholic buarding-
sol}ioo} in the Vicariate of Natal ; now there are 46 boarding-
egchcols,

A QOSMOPOLITAN TOWN,

Johannesburg was, prior to the outbreak of the war, perhaps
the most cosmopolitan town in the world considering its popula-
tion, At the High Mase on any Sunday at the Church of the
Immacuiate Conception, in the Gold Reef city, tha following
nationalities were represented : Baoglish, Irish, Seotch, German,
French, Italian, Dutch, Polish, Malay, Chinese, Indian, Zulu,
Basuto, Afrikander,

QUTLANDERS IN THE CHANXNEL ISLAXDS,

A ‘Channel Islander,” writing to a Home exchange, points out
that French percone reeident in Jerscy do not enjoy the privileges

that are being domanded for the Cutlandera. Shortly stated, they
have no rights whatsoever, can give no vote, fill no office, and hold
or convey no real estate, Thin (exclaims the writer) is English
liverty and fair play to the Jersey Outlanders—two hours’ steam
away from Sowthampton !

GENERAL BULLERS RECORD IN IRELAND,

It in not generally known that General Redvers Buller, who is
now in ohief command in South Afries, beld & eivil position in
Ireland during the stirring times of the T,and Leagus, It was
after Parnell made the compact with Lord Carnarvon, the Irish
Viceroy {says a well-informed correspondent), the latter promised
to grant Ireland m Parliament in Dublin, with power to frame a
Customs law, with the vicw of promoting Irish induoetries. At the
next general election, acting on the advice of Parnell, the Irish
electors in England voted for the Tories, with the resnlt that they
had a majority over GHladstone. The Tory Government, however,
did not keep faith with Parnell. as the extreme Orange representa-
tives in the North of I elund threatened to break away from the
ranks, These extremista nould not tolerate the iden of Lord
Salisbury coguetting with Parnell and Home Rule, This led toa
rnpture between Lord Carnsrvon and Parnell, and the latter
dircloged the compact entered into, to the amazemernt of the Liberal
party. In the disturbed dirtricts of Kerry the evictors were at this
time oarrying on their fell work; people were evicted wholesale,
and their homesteads in many instances were either r=zed to the
ground or bornt by the Jandlorde. In order to placate the Irish
party, General Sir Redvers Buller was sent to Xillarney to find out
the true state of affairz as existing between landlord and tenant,
Buller found in most cases t*e tenants willing to pay, but unabls
owing to adverse seasons and the low price of produce, and where
the landlords in these cases applied for the aesistance of the police
and military to eviet, General Buller declined to aoccede tojthe
request, Without the aid of the military and police, of conree,
there could be no evictions. The landlord garrison in the House of
Commons stormed and threatened, but Lord Randolph Churghill, at
the time one of the Cabinet Ministers, who backed up General
Buller’s action, atated he was merely ‘bringing pressure on the
landlords within the law.’

A PEOULTAR CABLE MESSAGE,

A peculiar cable message was received in New Zealand on
Thureday of last week. It ran thus :—' A Reuter's telegram states
that the Rev. Father Matthews was made a prisoner at the same
time as the Royal Irish Fusiliers after the battle of Nicholson's
Nek. On his arrival ot Pretoria he was released by the Boers, and
left for Delagoa Bay, where he now is. Upon heing interviewed,
the rev, gentleman declared that after the mules stampeded the
British troops were left entirely unsupported by any artillery, and
were in consequence very hard pressed. Tke men, although they
did not bagome insubordinate, impulsively hoisted a flag of trmce.
The latter part of the message showed the absurdity of the whole,
Had the men done as was imputed to them they would have beem
guilty of wutiny. It was evident to the lay mind that Father
Matthews must have made a mistake or that the cable man had
bungled his words. It was not likely that Father Matthews, who
is an 0ld army chap'ain, and who had been stationed at Alexandrin
a8 Catholic chaplain, prior to his departure for South Afriea, would
have made such & statement. Oa the following day a correction of
what was purported to be Father Matthews's remarks was received
here. It was as follows :—* It now transpirer th.t the Rev, Father
Matthews merely repeated, in his interview, the rumour current at
tke moment of the surrender of the troops to the Beers at
Nicholeon’s Nek., This rumour was to the effect that a young
officer, thinking bis ten men were the gule rurvivors, raised a white
flag. The Irish Fusiliers were Torious, and freely alleged that the
officer's action was a huge blunder,” 1t is apparent that Beuter's
agent had blundered aleo,

AN ESTIMATE 0} MR, RHODES,

I might burden my letter (writes n Transvaal correspondent)
with many more instances of like pestilent maladmiuistration, but
the interest is not sufficient for these who may read it in print,
except as throwing s light on the reason why Cecil Bhodes’s name
now rouses most thinking men here, as did Dan O’Connell’s in
Ireland when I was very yomng, When I came out here most
surely I was not prepared to say one good word for him, unless
under unavoidable compulsion  After six months’ residence, and
without the magneti-m such a persopality often exerts on one (for
T have never seen him but in Epgland long ago), the compulsion is
put on me to eav not one but more good worda for him than my
space permita, While other politicians have been scheming small
schemes and jackeying each other at the colonists’ expense, hs has
pierced Rbodesia with a railway, In a little time he will be at
Laka Tanganika, and the spirit which enables him to effect these
thinga is 0 uncommon, s0 wanted, and eo entirely wanting here
that nolens volens the eyes of every energetic, pushful young man
turns to Rhodes from the tricksters or noodles who at present rule
and so manage their departments that the conveyance of a family
mail-bag, such as I intended to use for the carrying qf this to
Graff-Reinet, cannot be relied on for even six miles by train.

WHAT MR. CHAMBERLAIN SAID IN 1883,

Po'iticians have short memories all the world over, Some
candid friends now and sgain make public some of their past
utterances, which are not siways consonant with their latter-day
political principies, Mr. Chamberlsin bas turned his coat so com-
pletely of recent years that the following extract from a epeech
delivered by him in tirmingham in March, 1883, does not come a3 a
surprise to those who know him best :—‘If the Orange Free State,
a8 most probably would have been the case, had joined with the
Transvaal Boers, no doubt Lord Salisbury wounld bave declared war
on it too, And if then, what was not at at all unlikely, the whole

Duich popaiation of the Cspe had risen, Lord Salisbury, with a

THE FAMOUS “ VICTORY ' SEWING MACHINE.

for Catalogme (mention this paper).
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