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behalf of the eard party thanked the hoat and hostess for their
kind entertainment and wished the bride and bridegroom every
happiness in their new home. Three cheers were then given for the
host and hostess and bride and bridegroom. Mr. Kelligher, who
very efficlently acted as M.C. daring the evening, thanked the
host and hostess on behalf of the dancers, and wished the happy
conple much happiness, Cheers were again called for and heartily
given, and one of the pleasantest evenings ever spent in Tuapeka
Fiat then terminated with the company singing “For he's a jolly
good fellow.” The presents, which were numerous, ornamental and
useful, testify to the respect in which the young couple are held,
The happy couple left in the 6,30 train for Dunedin, en route for
Auckland, their future home, cairying with them the good wishes
of a wide circle of friends,

Diocege of Christehurch,

(From our own correspondent.)

Ix the parson of the late Mr., Bartholomew Tuaffe, who died at his
late residence, Wilson's Road, Opawa, on the 2ith of October last, an
old and well-known identity has passed away at the advanced age of
eighty-five years, Mcr. Toatle, whose father is interred in the Abbey
of Boyle, was born in the town of Boyle, Roscommon, Ireland, and
was a gousin of Count Taaffe of Austria. The deceased arrived in
Canterbury about twenty-eight years agoin the ship Bloe Jacket,
commanded by Captain White, Ever gince his advent into this
provinge he has been engaged in a number of avocations, which
required the skill, foresight and practical prood sense for which he
was so remarkable. For several years he was the manager for the
late Mr, William Wilson, nurseyman, at the White Rock Quarry,
which the latter gentleman worked at Lowburn, North Canterbury,
Afterwards, in company with his gon, the late Mr. James Taaffe, who
was the firat president of the local branch of the H.A.B.C.S., he
carried on a monnmental works in this city. Mr. Taaffe has also
superinteded the erection of several public buildings and other con-
structions as clerk of works and was engaged in this conneetion
with the erection of the last addition to the Supreme Courthouse in
Christehurch. He hasalso owned a farm, and of late years has done
a large amount of business as a land agent. In this capacity he
gome time ago purchased an estate near the White Rock quarry at
Lowburn for the late Dr. Prins. Mr, Taaffe, who was likewise
admired for his mary amiable qualities, leaves to mourn his lows a
wife, four married daughters and a large number of grand and great
grand children, His widow, Mrs, Taaffe, is also a native of the
North of Ireland, and has attained to the patriarchai age of
ninety-three yesrs. This venerable lady, who lives in Wilson's
Road, Opawa, with her daughter, Mrs, M*Gilligan, relict of the late
Mr. James M:'Gilligan, unfortunately met, about 18 mouths ago,
with a serious accident, which has confined her toher bed ever since.
But notwithstanding her great age and her other infirmities all her
mental faculiies remain unimpaired. Mr. Taaffe’s other children
are Mrs. Dobson, Mrs, Hopking, and Mrs. Powell, The deceased was
only for a little time before his death in u delicate state of health.
In his last illness he was attended by the Vicar-General, also by the
Rev. Father Galerne, from whom he received all the last vites of
holy Church. On the day of his tunaral, w huch was a large une, his
remaing were brought to the Pro-Cathedral, where the Rev. Futher
Galerne, who also officiated at the grave, ~aid a Ategurecm Mars for
the repose of his soul. Duces~ed wa» mterred i the Linwood public
cemetery — 8L P
Tn a letter dated 30th October last the Lonidon correspondent of
a local paper sends the following news of our Bishop:—*The
Right Rev. Bishop Grimes, of Chrivrchurch, New Zealind, is still
pojourning in Ireland as the guest of the Marist Brothers at Lec-on
ptreet, Dublin, He recently preached in the church of St Andrew,
Westland Row, Dublin, He deliverid an eloguent and interesting
germon dealing with the history of the Bomun Catholic Church in
New Zealand. Bishop Grimes said that he came to spealk to them of
a people who were dear to him as his own life. because some of
them had been comfided to his charge by the Sovereign Poutiff,
One hundred years ago New Zealand was o wilderness, 1t was fa.r
and fertile and hea.thy 10 was true, but still it was a wilderness
unknown to civilisation ; its inhabitants were wild savages, they
were unceasingly at war with each other, and in the constant pruc-
tice of deeds of cannibalism and other barbarous customs, * These,”
continued the Bishop, 1~ were the kind of people to whom the first
missionaries went to preach the Gospel sixty years ago.  The Church
ot England and some other seets were before the Catbolie Church in
the field. It was not for him to judge their motives, but he had
heard some of the natives say that some of the Wesleyans nsed to
point to heaven with one hand and grab the poor natives’ land with
the other. A devoted band of Marist Fathers were the first Cutholic
missionaries. A band of devoted secular priests came atterwards.
and most devotedly helped in the evangelisation of this interesting
colony. Sixty years ago inull New Zenland there was ot o Catholic
* chapel nor a resident pricst. To-day, thanks be to God, there was
= one archbishop, three bishops, 10 priests, between four and five
hundred devoted Sisters, and a population of over 100,00 Catliolies.
In conclusion, appealing to his hearcrs for aid, Bishop Grimes
snid when he became Bishop of the diotese he had financial ufli-
cnlties to contend with, but by dint of the stiietest economyand
very careful management they had lessened somne of the most galling
of the debts connected with the wmission. They had one great dilli-
culty, the school diffivulty, which was far greater with them thau it
was iz England and Scotland. They had to build their own sehouls,
to equip them and support them, and they did not get the least
recognition from the State, theugh they had at the same time to sup-
port the Btate schools which were scattered broadcast thronghout
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the land. Thousands of his flock were descendants of Irish emi-
grants, and it was in their name that he confidently appealed to
them to help him in the great work of saving souls, t¢ help him to
bring priests to that far-away land, and to build temples more
worthy of the Most High. His own Pro-Cathedral was a wooden
structure erected fifty years ago, at the beginning of the mission,
It now showed signs of approavhing deoay, and yet every Sunday it
ws crowded.

During the past week the children’s mission, condueted by the
Redemptorist Fathers from Ballarat—Fathers Hegarty, Mangan and
Bingham—has beenin tull progress at the Pro-Cathedral. Over one
thousand children have attended the services. The words of the
devoted missionaries who have addressed the juveniles seemed to
send a thrill of delight and devotion into the minds of their youthful
Listeners. Indeed the children's mission has been a thorough snccess,
and a very happy result is reasonably expected. The mission was
brought to a close on Sunday afternoon last by a very large and
affecting procession around the convent groumds. Appropriate
banners were carried by the children, snitable hymns were sung, and
a congregation of 3,000 people followed the children. The missicnary
Fathers, with the Vicar-General, and the local cleryy, conducted the
procession which was followed by the renewal of baptismal vows and
the Solemmn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. At the 9 am,
Mass, 150 boys and girls made their First Communion. The girls
with their white dresses and wreaths and the boys with their white
sashes and red rosettes, made an effective picture as they approached
the altar. The Vicar-General said the Mass and gave Holy Com-
munion to the children. After Mass the children were conducted
to the Marist Brothers’ Schoolroom, where they were served with an
excellent breakfast by the ladies of the Altar Society. Special
credit is due to Mesdames Sératz, Morkane, and the Misses Morkane.
Kearney and other ladies for their services on the ocoasion. The
Viear-General, supported by Sir George and Lady Clifford, pre-
sided. Bir George Clifford, after breakfast, addressed a few very
appropriate words to the children, saying that the scene touched
him deeply oand reminded him of his early days., To his
mind nothing was so beautiful as the First Communion day of
a Catholic child. He believed that if they lived up to
the tenets that their faith taught them, and frequently received the
treasure that morning first bestowed upon them, their career in life
and in eternity would be a glorions one, There was ona secret for
the realisation of this, and it could be attained by the youngest
child present ; that secret was good example. He congratulated
them on the happy event of the day, and said that he trusted the
Catholic manhood and womanhood of this Coleny would give glory
to God and promote the interest of the CUatholic Church of New
Zealond. The Vicar-General thanked Sir George Clifford, as the
principal Jay representative of the Catholic Church of the diocese,
and also Lady Clifford, for their presence. At 11 a.m. there was a
large congregation, and Solemn High Mass was sung for the first
time by the Lev. Jokn Aloysins O'Connell, 8 M, who was ordained
by his Grace Archbishop Redwool on the feast of St. Andrew,
November 30, at Meanes, Hawke’s Bav. The deacon and sub-
deacon were respectively Fathers Galerne and Rafferty. and
the assistant priest was the Vieur-General. The Rev, Father
Bincham, C.8%R. preacbed an eloguent sermon on the dignity
of the priesthood. After Mass, according to Catholic custotn,
a larze number of the congregation presented themselves to
receive the blessing of the newly-ordained priest. In the even-
e the Pro-Cathedral was crowded to its utmost capacity, men
hasing to be accommoedated even in the sanctuary.  Father Heparty,
C.8s . preached a practical setmon on the importance of salva-
tion, taking for his text : * What shall it profit a man if he gain
the whole world and lose his own soul /" {Matt. xvi.,, 26.) The
sermon, which was listencd to with rapt attentien, was followed by
the Dienediction of the Ble-sed Sacrament. 'The mission, which will
be for the adults, wiil be continued at the Yro-Cathedral for the
next three weck<, unid will be concluded on Christmas Day. Last
week Lthe Rev, Father Barry, C8S3.R. cenducted a spiritnal retreat
ter the nuns at Mount Magidala.  On Monday last Fulher Bingham
hegran a retreat of eight days for the penitents.

FROM THE PRESS TO THE BAR.
P
Mi.J. A. 8¢orT has resigned the editorship of the TABLET to
practice the profession of the law.— Ve last week's TABLET.
The sanctum of the editor,
The worry and the care.
He guit~ him now with high intent,
Resolved te do and dare—
To win renown with wig and gown
And briets a goodly share.

The sanetnm of the editor
He leavi= and not in vain,

If talent »till can count for aught,
Or pitts of mind aud brain,

To chiml to honour up the monut
Of high repute and gain.

The sanctum of the editor,
The realm of paste aud * par,”

He now forsakes to take his plaece
Where cute logicians are,

Where Blackstone lives in massive calf
Awd legal pundits war.

The sanctum of the ed.tor,
Where oft his polden pen
Delighted and instructed too
The minds of honest n.en,
He leaves behind hum for the courts,
Fresh laurels there to win.
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