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THE RAILWAY CLASSIFICATION SCHEME.
♥

TO THE EDITOR N.Z. TABLET.
Sir,—lt seemsstrange that a Liberal Government shouldberespon-
sible for a scheme such asthat recently introduced with a view to
theclassificationof its employees.

In therailway departmentoneregulation will certainly weigh
veryhard ona most deserving branch of the service. It seems a
railway guard, nomatter what his qualification, must not hope to
getbeyond the position of guard during the term of his natural
life. The injustice of this regulation is all the more acute, as a
number of guards have been encouraged to look forward to the
positionof station master providing they acquire a knowledge of
telegraphy andbook-keeping

Cadets whograduate from the sixthstandard into the railway
offices havegone through the samecurriculum as those who go on
to the railwayplatform, andoftenarenot asproficient astheothers,
yet theformermay look forward to becoming stationmasters some
time or another, whilsttheothers mustbe content to rough it.

Sometimes a qualified guard, who is capableof undertakingthe
work of a stationmaster, finds the life of a guard not so conducive
tohealth, whereasif hehadhis claim allowed he might be able to
do effectiveservice for manyyearsincharge of a station. There is
nohopeof relief for sucha one, he must wear himself out in the
publicservice;whilst someyoungGovernment-madegentwithcuffs
and collar,who perhapswasthe dunce of his class,getspitch-forked
over theheads of menwith familiesdepending onthem.

There is something wrongsomewhere,and itis tobe hoped the
SeddonGovernmentwillnot persistina coursewhich will alienate
fromitalargeand intelligent body of supporters.—l am,etc.,

Observer.
[We entirely shareour correspondent'ssurprise at the Kailway

'
ClassificationScheme of theGovernment. We are in a position to
say that in the railwayservice itselfithas causedmost intense and
almost universal dissatisfaction. The grievance speciallyalludedto
by our correspondent is amost glaring one, and the gross injustice
involvedinsuch a stateof things cannot be too vigorously protested
against. We willbe glad if those of our readerswho mayhave an
opportunity of becomingintimately acquaintedwith the workingof
the scheme willpointout any other anomalies thatmaybe brought
under theirnotice. It is only by free and open ventilation that
wrcngsarebrought tolight and redressultimately secured, and we
gladly throw our columns open to a fulldiscussion of the6eheme.

—
Ed.N.Z.Tablet.]

A GENEROUS CRITIC.

NEVER LOOK BEHIND !
Never lookbehind,boys,

Up,andon the way!
Time enoughfor that,boys,

On some future day.
Though the waybe long, boys,

Fight it witha will ;
Never stop to lookbehind

When climbing upahill.

First be sure you'reright,boys,
Then, withcouragestrong,

Strap yourpack upon your back,
And tug, tugalong.

Success is atthe top, boys,
Waiting there until

Brains, andpluck, andself-respect
Havemounted upthehill.

IFIWERE YOU.
IfIa littlegirl couldbe,

Well— just likeyou,
With lips as rosy,cheeksas fair,
Sucheyes of blue andshining hair,

What do you think I'ddo ?
I'd wearbo bright andsweeta smile,
I'dbe so lovingall the while,
I'dbe sohelpful withmy hand,
So quick and gentle to command,

You soon wouldsee
That everyonewould turn tosay:"'Tis good tomeet thatchild to-day."
Yes, yes,my dear,that's whatI'ddo
IfIwere yon.

Or,ifIchanced tobe a boy,
Like someIknow;

With crispcurls sparklingin the sun,
And eyesallbeamingbright withfun

—
>

Ah,if Icould be so,
I'dstrive and strive withall mymight
To be so true, sobrave, polite,
That inme each onemight behold
A hero—

as indays of old.
'Twouldbe a joy

To hear one,lookingatme,say:"My cheer andcomfort all the day."
Yes,if Iwerea boyIknow
Iwouldbe so.

Butnow, perhaps,youask of me:"When it wasyou
Who had theyoungand merry face,
With smiles and rosesall in place,

Tell us, whatdid you do1
"

Ah,dearies, if Iever fell
Far short of doing wisely,well-
Itwas,you see,

Because noneever took the time
To tellme insuch lovely rhyme
WhatIshouldnow rejoice to do
IfIwereyou,

Sydney Dayre.
WHY ?

Iknow a curious little boy
Who is alwaysasking why

—
Why this, why that, why then, whynow,

Why no. why by-and-by.
He wants to know why wood wouldswim,

When lead andmarble tank ;
W hy stars should shine and winds should blow,

And why weeat and drink.
He wantstoknow whatmakes the clouds,

And why they cross the sky;
Why sinks the sun behind thehills,

And why the flowersdie.
He wants to know why winds should come

From out the bellows' nose ;
Why pop-guns should gopop,and why

The oceanebbs and flowh.
He wants toknow why fish havegill-i,

And why we cannot fly ;
Why Rteain comes from the kettle's spout,

And rain falls from the sky.
He wants to know why coal shouldburn,

But nota bit of stone ;
How seeds yet in the apple core,

Andmarrow in the bone.
He wants to know why ice shouldmelt ;

Why spiderseat theflies ;
Why bees should sting,and why the yea&t

Shouldmake the dough to rise.
Some of his

"
whys

"
arenot too hard

To answer,if you'll try ;
Butothers,noone everyet

Has found the reason why,

TO THE EDITOR,
Sir,— The intimation conveyedinyour issue of the 3rd inst., that
Mr. J.A.Scotthas severedhis connection with the Tablet in con-
sequence of the state of his health will cause a feelingof keenregret
amongst your readers.

The manifest improvement in the reading matter which has
taken placeduring bis editorshiphas been frequently broughthome
to me in conversations withmy fellow-priests and with intelligent
laymen. Mr. Scott seemed to have grasped the true idea that ani-
mated the lateBishopMoran in founding and shaping thepolicy of
the Tablet.

Whilst uniformly maintaining the language of courtesy and
consideration for those who are not of our way of thinking he did
not flinch from a vigorous and fearless enunciation of the principles
underlying our claims for justiceand fair play.

His previous intimate knowledge of all that was goodamongst
many who are not of thehousehold of the faith, enabled him to
extend a charitable forbearance towards those of whose bona fides
he had ample evidence,whilst at the sametime thePharisee and the
malignant bigot were trenchantly exposedby his facile pen.

For the sake of the good cause espousedby the Tablet,it is
much to be regretted that it loses the services of its late editor ;
but as self-preservation is the first law of nature, we could not
expect a man of his undoubted ability to sacrifice himself in the
capacity of literary drudge, and abandon the careerof usefulness
and success which his qualifications entitle him to expect in the
legal profession.

In one respect Mr. Scott's position as editor of our Catholic
paper willbe of inestimable value tohim. In a short time he has
had a unique opportunity of running through the whole gamut
of whatmay be described as the inevitable disillusionment which
intellectual converts frequently spend years in achieving. He has
comedown to the solid bed-rock of hard facts and common sense,
in estimating the relation of the Divine Founder of Christianity
withHis Churchmilitant, which is so well expressedby St. Paul
inI.Cor. i., 27-28 verses.

Theeffect of this on him will certainly be tointensify his love
for the priceless pearl of the true faith, for whichhe has already
made someconsiderable sacrifices. Wishing him all the success he
deserves inhis new'sphere.—Iam etc.,

J. O'Neill.
St. Mary's, Milton, December 5.

For a first-olass and thoroughly reliable bicycle the Massey
Harris High Grade bicycle cannot be surpassed. It is finished in
thebeatpossiblemanner, andis verymoderate in cost,considering'
the quality of the machine. A catalogue willbe posted free on
applicationto any of the branches.
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