
SPECIAL EFFICACY OF PUBLIC PRATER.
Since, as We havesaid, publicprayersaremuchmore excellent

andmoreefficacious than privateones, so ecclesiastical writers have
given to the Rotary Sodality the title of

'"
the army of prayer,

enrolledby St. Dominic,under the banner of the Motherof God,"£-"of her, whomsacred literature and thehistory of the Church sallß*
as the conqueror of the Evil One and of all errors. The Rosary*
unites together all who join the Sodality in a commonbond of
paternalor military comradeship;so that a mighty host is thereby
formed,duly inarshalJed and arrayed, to repel the assaults of tlie
enemy,both from withinand without. Wherefore maythemembers
of thispious society take to themselves the words of St.Cyprian :"Our prayer is public and in common;and when wepray, wepr.y
not for one,but for the wholepeople, for we, the entire people,arj

one" (Be Orat. flornin.'). The history of the Church bears testi-
mony to thepower and efficacy of this form of prayer,recording as
itdoes the route of the Turkish forces at the naval battle of Le-
panto, and the victories gainedover the samein the last century at
Temesvar in Hungary and in the Islandof Corfu. Ourpredecessor,
Gregory XIII., inorder toperpetuatethememory of thefirst-named
victory,established the feast of Our Lady of Victories,which lati r
on Clement XI.distinguished by the title of Rosary Sunday ai.d
commanded to becelebrated throughout theuniversal Church.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PRAYEE TO GOD AND TO THE SAINTS:
AN OBJECTION ANSWERED.

Fromthe fact that this warfare of prayer is "enrolled under
thenameof the Mother of God," fresh efficacy and fresh honourare
|thereby added to it. Hence the frequent repetition in theRosary of
the

"
Hail Mary

"
after each

"
Our Father." So far frcn this dero-

gating inany way from thehonour dueto God,as though it indi-
cated that we placed greater confidence in Mary'spatronage thanin
God's power, it is rather this which especially moves God, and
winsHis mercy for us. We are taught by the Catholic faith that
we may pray not only to God Himself, but also to the Blessed
in heaven (Cone. Tr'ul. Sess. xxv.), though in a different
manner; because we ask from God as from the Source of
all good, but from the saints as from intercessors. "Prayer,"
says St. Thomas, "is offered to a person in two ways

—
one as though to be granted by himself, another, as to be
obtained through him. In the first way we pray to God alone,
because all our prayers ought tobe directed to obtaining grace aiid
glory, which God alone gives, according to those words of. Psalm
lxxxiii.,12, "The Lord will give grace and glory." But in the
second way we pray toholy angels andmen,not that Godmay learn
our petition through them, but that by their prayers andmerits our
prayers may be efficacious. Wherefore, itis said in theApocalypse
(viii., 4):

"
The smoke of the incense of theprayers of the sainta

ascended up before God from thehandof the angel" (Summa Theol.
2a 2ae,q. lxxxiii.a. iv.). Now, of all the blesstd in heaven, who
can compare with the august Mother of God in obtaining grace 7
Who seeth moreclearly in the Eternal Word what troubles oppress
us, what are our needs ? Who is allowed more power in moving
God? Who can compare with her inmaternal affection ? We do
rotprny to the blessed in the same way as toGod ; for we ask the
Holy Triraty tohave mercy on us, but we aslt all the saints to pray
for us (Ibid). Yet our manner of prayiny to the Blessed Virgin
has something in common with our worship of God, t-o that the
Church even addresses toher the words with which wepray to God:
'"Have mercy on t-inneis." The members ot the Robury Sodality,
therefore, do exceedingly well in weaving together, as ina cruwii,
so many salutations ami prayers to Mary. For. so great it lit r
dignity, so great her favour before God, that whosoever in his
need w ill not have recourse toher is trying to fly without wings.

UNION OF PRAYER AXD WORK WITH THE ANGELS.
Wemust notomit tomention anotherexcellence of this Sodality.

As often as, in reciting the rotary, we niedi ate uponthe mystmed
of our redemption, so often do we in a manner emulate the sacred
duties once committed to the angelic hosts. The angels revealed
each of thes-e mysteries init* due time ; tht y playeda great part in
them;they were constantly prestut an them;with countenanced
indicative now of joy, now of sorrow,now of triumphant exulta-
tion. Gabriel was sent to announce the incarnation of the Eternal
Word to the Virgin. In the c.ive of Bethlehem, angels s.ing the
glory of the new-born Saviour. The ai>gel gave Joseph command
to fly with the Ch;M into Egypt. An angul consoled, with his
loving words, Jeasus in His bloody sweat in the garden. Ange's
announcedHis resurrection, atier lie had triumphed over death, to
the women. Angels carritd Him up into heaven;and foretoldHis
second coming, t-urroundtd by angelic hostI*,1*, unto whom He will
associate the souls of the < lout, and cairy th»-in itlott with him to
the heavenly choirs, '"above whom the holy Mother of God id
exalted." To those, theieioiv, who make u^e ot rhe pious prayers
of the rosaryin this .Nod.ility, may be well applied the words with,
which St. l'aul addres^cel the new Christians:" Youare come to
MountSion,and to the city of the living God, theheavinly Jeru-
salem, and to the cunpiny of many thousands of angels" (Heb.
xii.,22). What more uiviue. w hat more delightful, than to medi-
tate and pray with the an^<Is .' With what confidence may we not
hope that those who on earth have united with the angels in this
ministry will oneday enjoy their blessed coupuny inheaseu .'

THE I'OPK AND THE KOSARY !aO:ULITY.
For these reasons the R >tnan Pontiffs have ever given the

highest praise to this Sodality of Our Lady, Knocent VIII.cull* it
"a most devout confraternity " (S lr/u/nr l'oti rnae Glor'wc, Feb.
2(i, 1491). Pius V. declares that by its virtue "Christians beg.m
suddenly to be transformed into other men, the darkness of heresy
to be dispelled, and the light of Catholic faith to bhme forth"
(Consuererunt Boiuani Pontijins. i^eptenibir 17, loti!)). Sixtns V.,
noting how fruitful for reliyi"ii this Sud.Uity was,proftsstd him-
self most devoted to it. Many others, too, enriched it with
Inumerous and \^iy special indulgence:?, or took it under their
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and salvation. The Only-begotten Son of God ever paid to His
Most Holy Mother indubitable marks of honour. During1 His
privatelite on earthHe associatedher withHimself ineach of His
first two miracles:themiracle of grace,when, at the salutation of
Mary, the infant leaped in the womb of Elizabeth; themiracle of
nature,whenHe turned water into wine at the marriage-feastof
Cana. And, at the supreme moment of His public life, when seal-
ing theNew Testament inHis precious blood,He committed her to
his belovedApostle in those sweet words,"Behold, thy Mother !"
(Johnxix.,27).

WE MUST FOLLOW CHKIST'S EXAMPLE.
We, therefore, who, though unworthy, hold the place of Vicar

of Christ uponearth,shallnever cease to promote the glory of so
greata Motiier,as long as life endures. Andsince, as oldage draws
on apace, We feel that life cannot now last much longer, We are
constrained to repeat to each and all of our beloved children in
Christ those last words of His upon the cross, left to us as a testa-
ment,"Behold, thy Mother!" Greatly rewarded indeed shall We
he,if Our exhortationssucceed in making evenope of the faithful
holdnothing dearer than devotion to Mary; so that those words
whichSt. John wroteabout himself may be applied to each," the
disciple took her to his own"(Ibid.). As the month of October
againapproaches,VenerableBrethren, We wouldnot willingly leave
you without Our letters thisyear,also oncemore urging you with
allpossibleearnestness to strive by the recitationof the Rosary to
aid both yourselvesindividually, and the Church in her need. This
form of prayerappears, under the guidance of Divine Providence,
tohavebeen wonderfully developedat the close of the century, for
the purpose of stimulating the laggingpiety of the faithful. This
is witnessedby the splendidchurches and much-frequented sanctu-
ariesof the Mother of God. To this Divine Motherwe have offered
the flowers of themonth ofMay ;to her weshould havealso fruit-
bearing October dedicated with especialtenderness of devotion. It
is fitting that bothparts of the year should be consecrated to her
who Baid;

"
My flowers are the fruit ofhonour andriches

"
(Ecclus.

xxiv.,23).
MODERN TENDENCY TO ASSOCIATION.

The natural tendency of man to association has never been
stronger,ormoreearnestly andgenerally followed, thaninour own
age. This is not atall to be reprehended,unless when so excellent
a natural tendency is perverted to evil purposes, and wicked men,
handing together invarious formsof societies, conspire'" against the
Lord and against His Christ

"
(Ps. ii., 2). It is, however, most

gratifying toobserve that piousassociations are becomingmore and
morepopular among Catholics also. They are frequently formed ;
indeed,all Catholics are so closely drawn together andunited by the
bonds of charity,as members of one household,that they both may
he andare truly styled brethren. But if the charity of Christ be
absent, nonemay glory in the nameand fellowshipotbrethren. So
"wrote Turtullianlong agoinpungentwords:

"
We are yourbrethren

by right of a common mother, nature, yet are ye less than men,
because unnatural brothers. How muchmore justlyj ustlyare theycalled
and esteemed as brethren who acknowledgeoneand the sameFather,
God;who havedrunk inone and the same spirit of charity ;who
have beenborn from one and the same womb of ignorance into the
one light of truth?" (Apolog\ c. xxxix.)

USEFULNESS OF CATHOLIC ASSOCIATIONS.
There are many reasons for Catholics joininguseful associations

of this kind. We include in these clubs, popular savings-banks,
recreative classes,associations for the care of youth,sodalities at d
many other organisations forexcellent purposes. All thece, though
from their name, constitution, and sptcial ends, apparently of
modern invention, are in reality of great antiquity. Traces of
societies of thiskind are to be found Cven in the earliest ages of
Christianity. Inlater ages they were legally approved,dibtinguished
by special emblems,enriched withprivileges, a^sociatid with divine
worshipin the Churches, or devoted to worksof spiritualorcorporal
mercy,andat different epochs known under differentnames. Their
numbers increased to such anextent, especially in Italy,thatnocity
or town, nay scarcely any parish, was without one or more of
them.

THEROSARY SODALITY:ITS EXCELLENCE.
We do not hesitate to assign a pre-eminent placeamong' these

societies to that known as the Society ot the holy Rosary. If we
regard its origin, we findit distinguished by its aniiquity, for St.
Dominio himself is said to have been its founder. If we estimate
its privileges,we seeitenriched witha vastnumber of themgranted
by the munificence of our predecessors. The form of the associa-
tion, its very soul, is the Rosary of Our Lady, of the excellence of
which We have elsewhere spoken at length. Still the virtue and
efficacy of the Rosary appear all the greater whenconsidered as the
special office of the sodality which bears its name. Everyone
knowshow necessary prayer is for all men;not that God's decrees
can be changed,but, as St.Gregory says, " thatmen by asking mny
merit to receive what Almighty God hath decreed from eternity
to grant them'" (Dialog., lib. i.,c. 8). And St. Augustine says,"He whoknowethhow to pray aright,knowethhow to livearight"
(In Ps. cxviii), But prayers acquirs their greatest efficacy in
obtainingGod's assistance whenoffered publicly, by largenumbers,
constantly, and unanimously, so as to form, as it were, a bingle
chorus of supplication;as those words of the Acts of the Apostles
clearly declare, wherein the disciplesof Christ, awaiting the coming
of the Holy Ghost, are eaid to have been ''persevering with one
mindinprayers" (Actsi.,14). Those whopractise this manner of
prayer will neverfail toobtain certain fruit. Suchis certainly the
case with members of theRosary Sodality. Just as by the recita-
tion of theDivine Office, priests offer apublic, constant,and most
efficacious supplication;so the supplicationoffered by the members
of this Sodality in the recitation of theRosary, or "Psalter of Our
Lady," asit has beenstyled by some of thePopes, is alsoin a way
public, constant,anduniversal.
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