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claim it as of right, so that no injury is done to his indepen-
dence and self-respect. If, however, as Mr.Seddox says,
the countrycould not possibly afford the sum necessary for
that purpose,and if the choice is between thepartial pension
and none at all there should be no hesitation incheerfully
accepting and making the best of what the country can
afford to do. It is at least a beginningand is almost certain
to lead to the development of a more perfect schemelater
on. We note that the principle of the partial pension has
been accepted by the House bya large majority, the proposal
to make the pensions universal having been netratived by 3G
to 21. The remaining provisions of the Bill are really
matters of detail as to which, if members arc genuinely
anxious to adopt the scheme, there shouldbe no occasion for
serious difficulty. It isrumoured that as the Bill is a money
Bill and the Legislative Council are not at liberty to amend
it they will absolutely reject the measure. That,however,
remains to be seen. Inany caseit mustbeadmitted thatMr.
Seddon has made a serious and earnest attempt to grapple
with this great question, and has shown himself ready to
give full and fair consideration to every reasonable amend-
ment proposed. If the measure be wrecked or rejected the
blame at least cannot be laid at the Premier's door.

fill thehearts of parents withhonostpride and joy,but above all of;
gratitude towards those who had laboured so hard, and he was
happy tosay so successfully, to develop the talents of those little
ones to produce the magnificent result of that evening (prolonged
and hearty applause). L

On Friday last, Mr. Martin P.Kenny, of 270 Colombo street,
Christchurch, had a confidential meeting by appointment at the
Government Buildings, Cathedral Square, with Col. Pole Penton
commander of the forces in New Zealand, relative to the "Kenny
gun." Col.Penton, who is an artillery officer of great repute, has
promised Mr.Kenny to doall he can to assist him in having his
invention givena trial,and will calculate pressures, velocities,etc.,
as far as possible,till a working model can be made. As the gun
andits shell areentirely new departuresverylittle can bedone till a
company is formed to make the model gun and a few projectiles.
Mr. Kenny -would be glad to meetpersons who take an interest in
this sort of thing, and who would be willing to ]oinor form a com-
pany to carryitout, as he himself is not in aposition todo so. The
gun is intended to throw a large charge of explosivesa considerable
distance, mainly for attacking battleships and cruisers in harbour,
even though they are protected by booms and netting. Its range
will be greater than theFuirnie Torpedo(nowused), its destructive
power willbe the same. Itcan be carried by small vessels &uch as
the presentconstructing T.B. destroyers, and as it passes through
the air instead of the water,it cannot be stopped by thepresent
mode of defence. This is the sort of invention that now brings
money,Brennan,of torpedo fame,having got over £50,000 and a
fine position for his, and nowhis is almost obsolete, as the netting
stops it. The Zalinski only throws a small shell, as also the latest
gun of this type the Sims-Dudley. The idea of this mode of attack
was suggested to the inventor's mind last year while watching in
Bantry Bay, County Cork, the ineffectual attack by torpedoesof the
Special Service Squadron, Booms stopped all but the smallest
vessels, one of which jumped it, and the crinoline or nettingstopped
all the torpedoes;while, if attacked by his gun, having got the
range,the vessel carrying itcould lie in shelter out of machine or
heavy gun fire and destroy the fleet at its anchorage.

Owing to pressure onour space we are compelled to holdover
till next issue our notice of the exhibits of Messrs. Morrow,
Bassett and Co. and of a number of other firms at the Agricultural
Show, together with correspondence from Wanganui and from
TuapekaFlat.

Diocese of Christchurch.

AtVespers at Joseph's Cathedral on Sunday night the pulpit
was occupied by the Very Rev. Dean Burke whogave a very able
sermonon

"
The Reunionof Christendom."

We need scarcely again remind our Dunedin readers of the
entertainment to be given by thepupilsof the Christian Brothers'
sshool at the City Hall on Fridaynight. The programme is a
oapitaloneand weare sure there willbe a crowdedhouse.

Duringthepast week wehave receivedparcels of used stamps
for Father Kreymborg's mission from the following :

—
Miss Macedo,

Dunedin (who also sent 4s worthof unused stamps);and Thomas
L.Cag-ney, Oamaru, (aged 14).

The following subscriptions to the South Dunedin Catholic
Orphanagehavebeen received during the week:

—
Mr. J. Fox, £1 ;

Mrs. Collins (Gore), 10s; Mr. P. M'Enroe (Addison's Flat, West
Coast). £1. Contributions towards the erection of the Orphanage
will be thankfully received by the Sisters of Mercy. South
Dunedin. and by the Catholic clergy of Dunedin,and will be duly
acknowledged in the columns of the Tablet.

Constable Hexdhick.of Seddonville andlate of Dunganville,
after being in the police foro for over thirty years,has retired
from the service,compensationbeing granted. He has been located
at Seddonvillefor aboutbix months;it ishis intention to enter into
farming pursuits at Hokitika. The name of his successor has not
been disclosed. — (irey Star.

Itis with extreme regret (writes our Ilnwera correspondent)
that we record the deathof Sergeant James Slattery, of this town.
For some time past he had been suffering from an affection of the
heart, anddespite all efforts of the doctors he aradually sank until
the end came on last Thursday. During the time the deceased
gentleman resided in Hawera he made many friends, who now
sympathise warmly withhis widow and family. He was attended
most faithfully throughout his illness by the Rev.Father O'Shea,
and made a most edifying preparation for death,his resignationa tion to

God's holy will being exemplary. Truly his was the death of a
Catholic whohad faithfully observed the rules of his Church during
life. On Saturday the funeral took place, leaving St. Joseph's
Church at noon. It was followed by Inspector McGovern and
several members of the police force. The

"
Dead Marchin Saul"'

was played by Miss Flynn as the funeral cortege left the church.
Rev. Father O'Shea officiated at the grave. On Sunday the late
Mass was offered for the repose of the soul of Sergeant Slattery.—
R.I.P.

At the close of the very successful performance at Oamaru,
which is fully reported in another column, the Very Rev. Dean
Mackay, inproposing a vote of thanks to the performers, said:—
He had been asked, on behalf of the children, to thank them for
their attendance in such numbers, and for their kind encourage-
ment shown by their generous applause. Personally, however, he
thought that both himself and the audience had more reason to
thank the children for the delightful treat they had afforded them
that night. It was only just to give praise when praise was due,
and the children had honestly earned a large meed of it. Their
performance had far exceedul his most sanguineexpectations,and
he could assure them that they might travel far over the colonies,
andenter many educational establishments,and not he.ir the equal
of what had greeted their ears that night. Itwas something to

(Fromour own correspondent.)
On Sunday weekand on the three following days, the services were
of a very impressive character at St. Mary's. On Sunday morning-
weekat eleven o'clock Solemn High Mass was celebrated, the cele-
brant being the Rev. Father Marnane. The altar was tastefully-decorated, and at the conclusion of the Maw there was a procession
of the Blessed Sacrament around the interior of the church. All
the societies of the parishtook part in the sacred rite. The music
was particularly good, and Farmer's Mass in B flat was effectively
sung- by the choir,under the conductor-shipof Mr.H. Rossiter. The
solos were sung by Misses Lucy Ryan. L. Grady. N.Oake^,and C.
O'Brien. Messrs. A. H. Blake.0. Goggin, and A.O'Brien. During
the oifer^ory Miss Mary McLaughlm sang a very pretty "Aye
Maria."' The forty houm' adoration was commenced, and in the
evening the Vicar-General preachedto acrowded congiegation. At
the High Ma'-s on Tuesday the celebrant was the Rev. Father
Galorne, who was assisted by the Rev. Fathers Marnane (master of
ceremonies), Aubrey (deacon"), and Goifgan (sub-deacon). There
were also present in the sanctuary the Vicar-General and theRev.
Fathers Meln, Haualt, Raft'erty, and Salvador. Mr. W. Hine
was assistant master of ceremonies. The music for the Mass
was a^ain excellently rendered by the choir under Mr. Rossiter.
Atter Mass theVicar-General addressed a few words to those present,
and explainedthathe had been late in comingowing tohavingbeen
called to administer the last Sacraments to theRev.Mother Gabriel,
assistant Rev.Mother at Mount Magdala. He asked all present to" unite in prayer for the religious who was so devoteda follower of
the ■■Good Shepherd," and the appeal was heartily responded to.

On Thursday eveninglast the formal inaugurationof the female
branch of St. John the Baptist,in connection with the H.A.C.B.S.
took place in the Hibernian Hall in this city. Brothers G. J.
Sellars, P.D.P.,and P. Burke, P.P.. were tie|u ted by the district
officers to open the new branch. They were assisted by BrothersJ.
Gresham, P. C. Courtney, V P., J. R. Courtney,P.P., d.Dobbs, PP.,
J. M'Cormack, \V., J. JJoolan, (>. and J. Finnerty,G. The Vicar-
General was also present. Brother SeJlars presided, and having-
delivered the usual address prescribed for the opening of a new
branch,herend the Dispensation,mid thenon behalf of himself and
Brother Burke declared the branch formally opened. He next read
the declarations andmediuil certificates of 17 candidates, who were
elected and initiated. Sixteen other candidate?', who ha\e received
certificates, were unable to be present. Nominations were then
taken for the different offices, arid le^ulted in the election of the
following — pnsident, Sis,(.er M. F. Courtnty ;vice-president, Sister
Mary Ryan ;secretary. Sibter Julia Rennell ; treasurer, Sister M.
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