
DEATHS.

Marlow.
—

On the 29th inst., at her residence,Stafford street,
South Dunedin, Eliza, the beloved relict of Christopher George
Marlow; aged 64 years. Fortified by the rites of the Church.

—
Itcquiexcat inpace.

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT.

A. KerryMan.— Some of the verses are extremely good, but
the others are not quiteup to publicationstandard.

The New Zealand Tablet.
Fiat Justitia.
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THE OLD AGE PENSIONS BILL.
»

EMBERS of the House, and especially those
on the Opposition sideof it,are haidly to be
congratulated on the wayin which theyhave
treated the Premier's Old Age Pension Bill.
Almost everyone admits that some sort of
scheme is eminently desirable,and that there
is an obligation on the State to do some-
thing for the hard-working colonist who has

reached sixty-five, and begins to feel his physical powers
exhausted. The cases in which these veterans of labour
have saved enough money to support themselves are
extremely rare,and in the greatmajority of instances they
have nothing to look forward to but anappeal to the tender
mercies of the various organisations for distributing chari-
table aid. It is further admitted, by all who have given
any thought at all to the subject, that the framing of any-
thing approaching a practical workable scheme is beset with
difficulty. The subject has received the attention of the
Governments not onlyof England and of nearly all English-
speaking countries,but also of Germany,Denmark,France,
Italy, etc., yet no scheme has so far been devised to which
some exception cannot be taken. This being the case, it is
clear that we arc not likely to get any scheme at all adopted
unless our legislators approach the question in a sympathetic
spirit and with a genuine desire to make the best solution
possible of what is admittedly a most complicated and
Unotty problem. This is precisely what our legislators have
not done. Honourable Members, and particularly Opposi-
tion Members, have, we might almost say, conspired
to heap amendment upon amendment to the Bill, and
while some of their proposals arc reasonable enough,
others are obviously intended to wreck the measure by
makingit unworkable. Neither is there any real obscurity
or confusion in the framing of the Bill to justify this
multiplication of "amendments." Mr.Scome McKenzie's
comment that " no man in the heaven above or in the earth
beneath can understand it," is simply one of that honour-
able gentleman's little epigrammatic exaggerations which
contains even less than half a truth. The main provisions
of the Bill are clear and simple, and if Mr. Scobie
McKenzie says in all seriousness that he cannot under-
stand them he only writes an indictment on his own intel-
ligence. Oneof the points which usually furnish a serious
obstacle in the way of old-age pension schemes is the
quest'on of finance. So far as the scheme now under dis-
cussion is concerned the Colonial Treasurer is able to give a
satisfactory assurance as to his ability to find the necessary
funds,sothat allimmediatedifficulty onthatscoreisremoved.
The question as to whether or not the pensions should be
universal then remains as the real crux of the proposals.
Inthiscase neither proposal is free from difficulty. If the
pensions be limited (as proposed in the Bill) to persons
whose annual income does not exceed a certain sum, the
persons who apply under those circumstances for a pension
are necessarily placed under more or less of a stigtna. If,
on the other hand, the pensions arc made payable to
all who are over sixty - five years of age and have
resided for a certain number of years in the Colony
the expense would be greater than the country could
afford. In our view the ideal scheme is undoubtedly the
one in which the pensions are universal and every man can
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Allcommunicationsconnected with the Commercial Depart-
ment of the N.Z. Tablet Newspaper are to be addressed to
'JohnMurray, Secretary, to whom also Post Office Orders and
Chequesare in all instances to be made payable.

Allcommunications connected with the literary depart
ment, reports, correspondence,newspaper cuttings, etc., should
be addressed to the Aditor.

Correspondentsare particularlyrequestedto bear inmind
that to insurepublication in any particularissue of thepaper
communicationsmust reach tliis Office not later than Tuesday
morning.
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LOUIS GILLE & CO
catholic booksellers and church furnishers,

586 George street and 75 Liverpoolstreet Sydney.

i BOOKS FOR OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER.*
Devotion Holy Rosary (Muller), 4s; per post, 4s 4d. The

Rosary— lts History,etc. (Lcscher.0. P.), 3d ;per post. 4d;Little
Rosary Sacred Heart, Is;per post. Is Id. Life St. Francis Assisi
(Challippe), 6s;per post, 6s 6d. History St. Francis Assisi (L'Abbe
Monnier), 16s; per post. 17s. Divine Redeemer and His Church
(Douglas), 2s 6d;per post, 3s. Month October, dedicated St.
Francis, 3s ; per post.3s 4d. HelpPoor Soul* inPurgatory, Is6d ;
per post, Is Bd. Life St. Stanislaus (E. 11. Thompson), 5s ;per
post, 5s sd. Story St. Stanislaus (Goldie, S. J.), 4s 6d;per post,
4s lid. Life and Revelations Sr. Gertrude, 7« Od ;per post, 8s 2d.
ExercisesSt. Gertrude,Is;per post,Is 2d. Spirit St. Gertrude,Is;
per post, 1 2d. Prnyers St. Gertrude (cloth). Is; per post, Is 2d.
Prayers St. Gertrude (morocco), 4s 6d;per post, 4s Bd. Life St.
Cecilia (Gueranger), 4s ;per po.»t, 4s 6d. Life and Martyrdom St.
Cecilia (Bowden), Is;per post, Is2d. Life St.Catherine Sienna, by
her confessor, 4s; per post, 4s (id. Maxims and Counsels of St.
Catherine of Sienna, Is;per post Is Id.

Catholic Home Annual for 1897. withmany fine full page and 75
smaller illustrations, post free Is.

Catholic Boys' and Girls' Annual, a charming book for children,
post free 3d.

APPLE TREES, PEAR TREES,

CHERRY TREES, PEACH TREES, APRICOT
TREES AND SMALL FRUITS.

All Clean, Healthy and Well-Rooted andat LowPrices

The Best Peas are
CARTER'S "DAISY,"CANNELL'S <"ENGLISH WONDER

"
AND TABER'S

"
DUKE OF YORK."

New Introductions. 8dper packet,post free.

Choice Vegetableand Flower Seeds from 3d per packet.

HOWDEN AND MONCRIEFF,
51Princes street, Dunedin.

In thePress and will Shortly be Published—
THE LAST EPISODE

Of

THE TENIUKAJOURNAMENT.
A RkplyTo

"PROTESTANTISM YKIISCS ROMANISM"'
(No. 3).

By theREV. J. DICKSOX. M.V,
Presbyterian Minister. Temuka.

— By the—
VERY REV. THEOPHILUS LE MENANT DCS CHESNAIS, S.M.

Canterbury Orders tc be sent to the author.Temuka.
Orders from other parts of the Colony may be had from—

J. J. CONNOR,
TAblet Office.
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GRANDENTER T A INM E N T
MUSICAL, DRAMATIC AND GYMNASTIC,

k By the Pupils of the'
CHRISTIAN BROTHERS' SCHOOL.

The Programme will include
TWO SCENES FROM SHAKESPEARE'S "JULIUS CESAR,1"

"TheBurglary at Mrs. Maylie"s (Oliver Twist).
Solo,Duet, Concerted Pieces by a Specially-Trained Singing Class.

Gymnastic Exercises, including Musical Drill, Dumb-bells,
Wands,Clubs, ParallelBars, andTableaux.

ORCHESTRAL MUSIC.


