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endless scoffing, by corruption of Scripture and history, by scientific
investigations, etc., etc. And yet, instead of the unity of faith
being shaken by these indefinitely varied attacks, it has heen
afforded a happy occasion to set itself forth in a brighter light by
clearer definivions and the victorions unravelling of sophi-try to the
complete refutation of error, And hence has arisen a wmarvellous
diepluy of wnity of profession en the part of Catholics throughout
the universe, despite their numbers, their disperasion. the vast
variety of their genius, Janguage, muanners, and governments, and
their positicn among heathens, heretics, and schismatics, Fifth
mirgele 0.0 vietry @ The ~tability of Cathobic faith against every
kind of porse utton, I luee alrea .y spoken of the ten persecutious
ot the fir~t three centaries, bt how wany o hers has every port ot
the wurld endured in the succeeding ages! What did not Ca holics
suffer uonuer Julian the Apuostate, wee from the Barbariam hovdes,
feom  Malowelias —aay, ales! from  Catholic lings aud
emperors | What w the Jast century from the eauguinary storm
of the Fiench Revolution?  And who is not aware that, i vur day.
the fues of Catholiwe Inith have formed nefarious so ietics Lound Ly
unhallowed oath«, to spare ncither means. nor moency, nul power,
nor crafs to utterly subvers the Cathelic re.dgion! 'Fhis mystery of
iniquity is ever on the forward march, and, with incredible skill,
direets every political event of importance to that wicked purpose ;
but the great engine, everywhere employed, is Stale monopoly in
education and conseguent godless schools. And yet Catholic faith
has triumphantly weathered all these storms and come out purer,
brighter, and stronger than ever ; it continues to spread more and
more, and in many respects was never £o flourishing as in our time,
and, let me add, in cur fair Australasian colonies, Nay, these
tampests have caused the sanctity of the Church, the zeal and forti-
tude of the Pontiffs. the love of the faithiul towards Christ and His
members, the patience and longanimity of the saints to shine forth
with additional splendour, while the lukewarmness of many has
been shaken up, and, by the secession of npostates, pestiterons
limbs have been advantageously lopped off, to the greater heanlth.
vigour, and strength of the social Cotholic body, Sixth and final
miracle and victory : The admirable ways in which Divine Provi-
dence has opportanely come to the assistance of Catholic faith in
every varicly of circumstance, Many forions onslavghts have,
against all apparent hope, been suddenly arrested either by the
death, or the downtall, or the conversion of the persecutors, God
has invariably provided the needful and copious supply of learned
doctors to refute errar, of powerful and devout kings o protect
relimion, of religious Orders accomwnodated to the times and neces-
sities of the faithtul, of zealous pasters and saintly men and women
whose elieacious cxample kas vastly promcted faith ond morals,
When the barbarians invaded the Howman Empire, God Himself, to
prevent the utter destruction of civili~ation. prepared all the elements
required to tame those rude and ficree tribes, giadunlly inbue them
with the spirit of the Gospel. and so ercate Christinu Europe.
Like the ocean the Church repairs on the one side, her lorsss on 1lhe
other. When she lost certuin nations who were torn from her
maternal bisem, like Fngland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, she
gained more numerol- adherents elsewlhere, and so never ceased to
b2 numerieally universal 3 end any attentive yeader of history has
no dufi_nlty to pereeive thnt Buoine Providence, fulfilling the
promise of Christ 1o be with il Church for ever, hegalways directed
¢.ory event towands the rolam ot God upom carth; by the diffusion.
preservation, and eorroboration of Catholie faith.  What a splendid
array and sciies of victorws, which are the forerunners of uany
mole unto the conswmuation of the world ' It has no parallel in
the histery of nuankiml ;15 ~tands ont with inenmparable angnitnde
which thoy who run can sce. This indeed 15 the © victory which
overcometh the world—our taith.,”  And now has not every Catholic
gool rewsen to be prond of his faith, and you, my brethreu, more
perhaps than any on this great day of your splendid celebration !
Al you belong, most of yun, to a wnee of faith, whose victories 1or
aud by taith form oue of th briphtest pages of Chureh Ilistory. Do
gooner wits the Chureh e-tablished 1o Ircland than the report of its
farth, like that of the Rumans so praiwd by i, Paul, went out unto
all the world, Wonderful was the introduction of ihe faith by St
Patrick, bocause it was watercd by no marty s blowl; wondertal
was its ~pread throughaut Durvops when [reland became the rar-
famed f-land of saints and scholars, and Apostles of ihe fwith ; and
the re~teration of Clristinuity in Europe, atwer the fearmlinvasions
ot ihe barbariany, was largely the work of thelr missionary zeal and
herpism,  DBut st} more wonlerful has heen the preservition of that
tarch amid trials unexampled o the ¢our-c of hi-tovy, You know
the glorious story. Fatrick’s work was right wolldone,  Tleleft his
children o touchstone to discern the false Lrom the trne. * As you
are wy childien.” he ~udd, w0 he ye ¢hildren of Rowme” When.
therstore, a new-fangled worshin eome and preachod to them hatred
ol Rome. they shrauk from it in abhorreace s trom the evil wue,
T s keenly paintul tor an hmesn Bughsivnan o turn over
blood-nluinud pures of English Hi~tory. which i regard to freland
arc the record «f wrong and eeime for 300 years. Yeistvln impartial
truth obliges me to say, with no exenemaont of thought or noagioa-
{ion, with 1o rhetorical exagperation, that for centuries Fucland
tronsed her cister ingdom with unnatural barbariy.  dnd way !
For this simple reason : Yngland bad apostatised from the aicient
taich, and she was ve-vhed that Ireland should apoestiree al-o.
Accordingly, she framed the mest sanguinary enetments for the
destruction of that holy fanh wineh lor o Uwasand yenis had been
the plory and salvation of the Yool Islos Thest Lows were divoctiod
with eadm, quiet. well-pondered det rudnation, to the extinction ot
Treland s tarth ur the exterinination ob hos people,  Thiey are with-
out o parallel m any Curi-tian Lusl ol are natchal vngy by the
order- ol Nero and Dosletion . @ Chresteans aid Teones S it vt
won senf D — Thoow the { heetians 1o the Tons, Tet Chrisians cease
ta he ! A striking phenomcuon ol this closing DUl century 19 the
sprrad ol the fplisa tenpue. Unloraunatdy. when the baghish
Langrtawe was fornime, Ueote-tantison insde 1L 1= ewn peenliar pos-
messiont,  Alence the wounderful sproad of the English tong. ¢ would
naturally hove meant the diffusion of Protestantism and a corves.
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ponding decline of Catholicism, Bo sare of this were men 60 yeara
ago that, when bigots were disturbed at Cutholics building new
chapels in lingland. Carlyle consoled themn thus : * Popery can build
new chapela—welcome Lo do so at sll lengths. Popery cannot come
back any more than paganist, which also lingers in some countries,

Buf indeed it is with these things as with the ebbing
of the rew; tor mirutes yon cannot tell how it g
guing : look in  balf an  henr, where is it? — look

in half a cenlury where your l'opehoed i~!" Now, look how Pro-
v-dence hus belied this inapt pruphecy.  As in the land of bon-
doge, a8 in the temptailin throuch the wilderness, as in the
captivity of Babylon, God fermed a people to be His witness in
the anclens worid, so now in the furnace of persecution God has
tried und tempered a yespl: o e His wiltness to the fath in
the new werld which i to be,  Drivea by misrule from their
homes, the Irish race, the children of St Patrick, bave scattered
over two hemispheres. They have poured into the large cities of
England and Scotland, into mouth Atrica, America, and Australasia,
Yhithersoever they go, their priests accompany them ; wherever
they settle the spire and the cross arise hard by the presbytery and
the school, convent, and college.  1n their new homes, despite many
drawbacks, God prospers them in behalf of the faith which per-
secution has knitted into their minds and hearts, and the best they
have—Ged bless them !—is never oo good for Goed. There is the
explanation of this grand Cathedral. Carlyle, thou cynio, short-
tighied scoffer, the half-c ntury is over, and where is our Popehood
now ! Look arouad you, not to the old Catholic countries, nor to
the old Catholic races—look to your own people and your own
tongue, Never was the Papacy so strong ad it is to-day ; all honour
to its loyal subjects of every nationality and their noble services to
the Church in every clime; bot certainly a large share of this
magnificent result is due to the Irish, 'They have carried their
toyalty to the See of Peter over the seven seazs, and have won
respect for it in the very pates of its enomies. Once more the
words of 84, Augustine have been verified :—* I hear them saying
of the Church every day that she soon must die, and every day I
see hor bury them ;' or, as our great English poet says: “ She is
doomned to death, but fated not to die,” * This is the victory which
overcometh the world—our faith.” Cast your eyes around and see
the contrast. In our day false religions are being found out and are
breaking up, dissolved more and more into fragments and dust;
belief is vanishing avd rank materialism is the creed of millions,
“ Let us eat and drink and be merry, for to-morrow we shall die.”
But God has his trusty witnesses in the midst of Babel confusion
and hopeless ¢haos, and nowhere more sc¢ than in the Irish people,
to which most of you belong eilker by birth or descent. You come
to this fair land with your belief in the sapernatural, and your
hepe in the future. You build your churches, and your churches
remain 3 you build your schools, and they remain and prosper ; you
build your palatial colleges and convents, and they remain and
Hourish. And so you arc here to-day,in yonr thou=ands, celebrating
the cownpietion of this grand monument—this magnificentact of taith,
All henour to you! The work you have done is truly great, and you
may ond do feel legitinale pade in it completion, The rich with
their wealth, the poor with the.r hard-earned wages, the widow with
her wite—you have reared this splendid edifice, the pride and orna-
muent of tins Leavtiiul city. to 1the glory amd worship of God, for
your-ches for your children, and for many generations yet unbora,
All hon ur to your faith aml devotion! All honour to the noble
Arclibist op who presides with apostolic dignity, learning. virvues,
and sugeesy over this preal p ovince! Your presence, my Lord
Archbi-hiop, fo-Inds me to atteu p. claborate eulogy ; but this much
Foow:ll say, you are prond of your poople to-day and
they are prowl of you, aud, wich them, 1 congratulate you
warmly on the aclucevement of 1ibe woreat object for which
you bave worked o lomg wrd ro well. Al honour to your
suintly predocessor, Archbishop G.uld, tke founder of this noble
strugture, whose faith was his prompier, and whose reliance on the
wenerosity of his ilock his bope and support in the arducus com-
mencewcnts of this vast undertaking., Doubtless to-day, trom the
throne of lus glory and the reat of his rest, he =ends a hcavenly
messagre of congratulution and love, Aud what shall I say of that
worthy, nnassuming priest, Father Yitzpatrick, whom you all
remenibere 1 with mingled regret, reverinee and affection, whose
vory Jite. tor the third of a century, was identified with the erection
of this wapnificent cathedrul 7 The event of this day must thrill
his viry ashes in the towmb where he repores so near us, while his
glorified soul hns aciditioual joy 1n eaven at the trinmphant result
of hislife-long exertions, uatailing hope, and unconguerable pex-
reverance,  All Lonour to the execellent and devoted clergy of
this Archuliocese—secniar and regular—who have so nobly co-
operated with their great leader to achieve this complete success.
A honour to the elersy of the other d oceses ot this ecclesiasticalk
pren inee, whose generosity deserves an almost equal meed of praise.
A1l honour to the luity of Elolbourne and Victoria, for without the
laity what can the clergy do? Al hounour to the laity. old and
young, rich and poor, male and female ! Youw are the rank and file
of the preat Church militant, and to you, under your distinguished
leadership, Lelongs especielly the victory of this great day. Nox
will I Forget to thoik and congratulute all those generous and
literal porsons 6f other denominations who have helped to erect this
impesing monnment, and I am sure that God will bless them fer
contbating 1o Luild this iouse of prayer, this temple of God, this
foens and contie of true Christinn progrees and civilisation. In
tinne. Teongratulate abl, without distinction, who have bad any share
111 the ¢ meeption. prosecution, and achievemert of this great work
—=this glorons Unlthedral of SL. Patrick, whose faith it will per-
prtunte,  And do thoa, O blessal Patrick, who dast enter solemnly
mitn thy {ull po-ses-ion to-day, look down with complacency and
love, nwd inveke upon it and its worshippers unto all time the

choicest blessings of Heaven !
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