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ponding1 decline of Catholicism. Sosure of this weremen 60 years
ago that,when bigots weredisturbed at Catholics building new
chapelsinEngland. Carlyle consoled them thus :'" Poperycanbuild
new chapels

—
welcome to do soatall lengths. Popery cannot come

back anymore than paganism, which also lingers insomecountries.
But indeed it is with these things us with the ebbing
of the tea ; tor minutes you cannot tell how it is
going: look in half an hour, where is it ?

—
look

in half a century where your l'opehoed is!
" Now,look how Pro-

vdeuce has belied this inapt prophevy. As in the land of bon-
dage, as in the temptaiiiu thn.ugh ihe wilderness, as in the
captivity of Babylon, God formed a people to be His witness in
ihe ancient world, so now iv the furnace of persecution God h:<s
tried and tampered a j.e^pl'j to be His witness to the faith in
ihtt new world which is to be. Driven by misrule from their
homco, the Iru-li race, thu children of St. Patrick, have scattered
over two hemispheres. They have poured into the large cities of
England and Scotland,into ."south Atrica, America, and Australasia.
Whitht rsoever they go, their priests accompany them; wherever
they settle the spire and the cross arise hardby the presbytery and
the school,convent,and college. In their new homes,despitemany
drawbacks, God prospers them in behalf of the faith which per-
secution has knitted into their minds andhearts, and thebest th^y
haye

—
God bless them!— is never too good for God. There is the

explanation, of this grand Cathedral. Carlyle, thou cynic, short-
sighted scoffer, thehalf-c ntury is over,and where is ourPopehood
now? Look around you,not to the old Catholic countries,nor to
the old Catholic races

—
look to your own people and your own

tongue. Never wasthe Papacy so strong as itis to-day;allhonour
to its loyal subjects of every nationalityand their noble services to
the Church in every clime ;but certainly a large share of this
magnificent result is due to the Irish. They have carried their
loyalty to the See of Peter over the sev^en seas, and have won
respect for it iv the very gates of its enemies. Once more the
words of St. Augustine havebeen verified :—":

— "
Ihear themsaying

of the Church everyday that she soon must die,and every day I
see her bury them ;" or, as our great Englishpoet says:"She is
doo.ned todeath, but fated nob todie."

"
This is the victory which

overcometh the world
—

our faith." Cast your eyesaround and see
the contrast. Inour day false religions are beingfound outand are
breaking up, dissolved more and more into fragments and dust;
belief is vanishing and rank materialism is the creed of millions.'"

Let us eat and drink andbemerry, for to-morrow we shall die."
But God has his trusty witnesses in the midst of Babel confusion
and hopeless chaos, and nowhere more so thanin the Irishpeople,
to which most of you belongeither by birth or descent. You come
to this fair land with your belief in the supernatural, and your
hope in the future. You build your churches, and your churches
remain ;you build your schools, and they remain and prosper ;you
build your palatial colleges and convents, and they remain and
flourish. Andso you arc here to-day,inyour thousands,celebrating
thecompletionof thisgrandmonument— thismagnificentactof faith.
All honour to you! The work youhavedone is trulygreat, and you
may ..nd do feel legitimate pride in its completion. The rich with
their wealth, thepoor with tiie.r hard-earned wages, the widow with
her niite

—
you ha\e reared thissplendid edifice, theprideand orna-

ment ol this beautilul city, to the glory and worshipof God, for
your-ehcH. lor your children, and for many generationsyetunborn.
All hon :ur to your faith and devotion! All honour to the noble
Archbisl op who presides with apostolic dignity, learning, virtues,
and success over this great p ovince! Your presence, my Lord
Archbi-hop. fo'bids me to atteu p.elaborate eulogy ;but this much
I w ill bay, you are pronct of your people to-day and
they are proud of you, and, with them, Icongratulate you
warmly on the achievement of the urreat object for which
you have worked so long and fo well. All honour to your
saintly preiUce-sor, Archbishop G.uhl, the founder of this noble
structuie, whose faith washis prompter, and whose reliance on the
generosity of his ilock his hope anil support in the arduous com-
mencements)of this vast undertaking. J)oubtlcs& to-day, from the
throne of his glory and the s-eat of his rest, he sends a heavenly
message of congratulation and love. And what shall Ifay of that
worthy, unassuming priest, Father Fitzpatrick, whom you all
mncmbere I with mingled legret, revtrtnee and affection, whose
very lite, tor the third of a century, was identified with the erection
ot this liiagnificent cathedral ? The eventof this day must thrill
his viry ashes in the tomb wherehe reposes sonear us, while his
glorified houl has additional joy inHeavenat the triumphant result
of his life-long exertions, unfailing hope,and unconquerable per-
severance. All honour to the excellent and devoted clergy of
thi3 Archdiocese— secular and regular— who have so nobly co-
opcrati'd w ith their great leader toachieve this complete success.
All honour to the cleivy of the other d oceses> ot this ecclesiastical
pr<>\ ince, who*e generosity deserves an almost equal meed of praioe.
Allhonour to the laity ot Melbourne and Victoria, for without the
laity what can the clergy do / All honour to the laity, old and
young, rich andpoor, male and female ! Youare the rank and file
of the great Churchmilitant,and to you,under your distinguished
leadership, belongs especially the victory of this great day. Nor
will Iforget to think and congratulate all those generous and
li'.cr.il pirtonsof other denominations whohavehelped toerect this
imposing monument, and 1am sure that God will bless them for
comiibuting to buihl thin house of prayer, this templeof God, this
locus and crntie of true Christian progress and civilisation. In
lino. Icongratulateall, withoutdistinction, whohave hadany share
in the c inception, pioseoutioii. and achievemert of this great work— this glorious UiiLhcilr.il of St. Patrick, whose faithit will per-
petuate. And do thoa, 0 bluss^d Patrick, whodost enter solemnly
into thy full possession to-day, look down with complacency and
lo\e, and invoke upon it and its worshippers unto all time the
choicest blessings of Heaven!

endless scoffing', by corruption of Scriptureand history,by scientific
investigations, etc., etc. And yet, instead of the unity of faith
being1 shaken by these indefinitely varied attacks, it has been
affordeda happy occasion toset itself forth in ablighter light by
clearer definitions and the victorious unravellingof sophistry to the
complete refutation of error. And hence has arisen a marvellous
display ot unity of profession on the part of Catholics throughout
the universe, despite their numbers, their dispersion, the vast
variety of their genius, language, manners, and governments,and
their position among heathens, heretics, and schismatics. Fifth
miracle ii.d >ict'>ry:The stability of Catholic faith against every
kindot (,v,r-.e utioa. Ih.ue aired.y of the ten persecutions
ot the first three centuries,but how many o hi-rs has? everyp ivtot
the woikl enduredin the succeeding ages / What did not Ca holies
suHer uiuiur Juhan tho Apostate.uU.I from the Barbarian horde*,
fiwiii Mahomet i.is.'

—
A^y, uLia I fro.n Catholic kings and

emperors! What ai the last century from the sanguinary storm
of the Fiench Rc\olution ? And who is not aware that, m our day.
the toesof Catholic iaithhave formed nefarious so' ietios bound by
unhallowed oath-, to spare neither means,nor money,nor power,
nor craft to utterly subvert the Catholic re.igion? This mystery of
iniquity is ever on the forward march,and,with incredible skill,
directs every politicalevent of importance to that wicked purpose;
but the great engine, everywhere employed,is State monopoly in
education and consequent godless schools. And yet Catholic faith
ha3triumphantly"weathered all these storms and comeout purer,
brighter,and stronger than ever;itcontinues to spreadmoreand
more,andin many respects was never sonourishing as inour time,
and, let me add, in our fair Australasian colonies. Nay, these
tempests havecaused the sanctity of the Church, the zeal and forti-
tude of the Pontiffs, the loveof the faithful towards Christ and His
members, the patienceand longanimity of the saints to shine forth
with additional splendour, while the lukewarmness of many has
been &haken up, and, by the secession of apostates, pestiferous
limbs have been advantageously lopped off, to the greater health,
vigour, and strength of the social Catholic body, Sixth and final
miracle and victory : The admirable ways inwhich Divine Provi-
dence has opportunely come to the assistance of Catholic faith in
every variety of circumstance. Many furious onslaughts have,
against all apparent hope, been suddenly arrested either by the
death, or the downfall, or the conversion of the persecutors. God
has invariably providedthe needful andcopioussupply of learned
doctors to refute error, of powerful and devout kings co protect
religion, of religious Orders accommodated to the times andneces-
sities of the faithful, of zealous pastorsandsaintly men and women
whose efficacious example has vastly promoted faith and morals.
When the barbarians invaded the RomanEmpire,God Himself, to
preventtheutterdestruction of civilisation,preparedalltheelements
requiredto tame those rude and fierce tribes, giadunlly imbue them
with the spirit of the Gospel, and so create Christian Europe.
Like the ocean the Church repairson the one .side, her lotsas on the
other. When she lost certain nations who were torn from her
maternal b( bom. like England, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, she
gained morenumerous adherents elsewhere, andso never ceased to
b? numerically universal;and any attentive reader of history has
no difficulty to pcrcei\e that JJuine Providence, fulfilling the
promise of Christ to be withilis Church forever,hrsalwaysdirected
c.try event tow anIs the reL:n ot God upon earth,by the diffusion,
preservation,and corroboratiou ot Catholic faith. What a splendid
array and reiies of victories,which are the forerunners or v any
mou-unto the con* 'animation of the world' It has no parallel in
thehist"ry of mankind:it stands 0111 with incomparablemagnitude
which tin.y who run can ko. This indeed is the

" victory which
overoometh the woild-— our i.iith." And nowhas notevery Catholic
good rta^cnto be proud ot his faith, and you,my brethren, more
perhapsthan any on this great day of your splendid celebration/
Ah ! you belong,most ot you. to a lace of faith, whose victories lor
and by iaith form oue of th brightest pagesof Church History. J\o
sooner was the Church established in Ireland than the report of its
taith.like that of the Romans so p:ai-cd by St. Paul, went out unto
all the world. Wonderful was the introduction of the faith by St.
Patrick, because it was watend by no martjr'h blood; wonderful
was its -pread thioughout Europe when Ireland became the xar-
famedInlandot saints and scholars,and Apostles of the taith;and
the restoration of Christianity inEurope, attcr the fcartul invasions
ot thebarbarians, was largely the work ot their missionaryZealand
heroism. Butstill more wonderfulha*1 been thepreservationofthat
tanhamid trials unexampledin the e^ui^e of lu-tovy. You know
the glorious story. Patrick's, work w.i*>right wi11 done. He lefthis
children a touchstone to discern the false lrom the true. "As you
are my childicn." he .>aid, "so b.j ye children of Koine." When,
therefore,a new-fangled worship enme andpreached to themhatred
ot Rome,they shrank fromit in abhorrence, as from the evil one.
It is keenly painful tor an h"nest Englishman to turn o\er tin
blood-stained passes otEnglish History, which m regard to Ireland
are the record < f wrongand crime lor :sn<> years. Yetstem impartial
truth obliges n c to say, withnoexcitement ot thought or imagina-
tion, with no rhetorical exasperation, that for centuries England
treated her sister kingdom with unnatural barbarity. And why.'
For this simple reason :Englandhad apostatised from the ancient
faith, and she was i\>ol\«.d that Ireland should apo*.t:it">e al-o.
Accordingly, she framed the most sanguinary enactments for the
destruction of thatholy faith wh.ch tor a thousand ycais had been
the gluryand«.il\ ationot the Hiui-hIsle These l,iwsweicdirected
withe,ilm. quiet,well-pondereddet' rmination. to tho extinction oL
Ireland & lauhor ih.* extermination othvt1 people. They are with-
out a parallel in any Clin-tian land, ami are matched oinj by the
cider- oi Xero and LMoolctiau. '" fit i'■"</ ttnuad 'cone-.' C!tri.\tuuu
llonslHf!— "■Tluow the ( hristiaii" to the lion-,let Chri -.van- cease
t>) lie !" A striknm phenomenon ot this closing l'.ith century is the
spnad ol the Ei;;li»:i lon^ue. I'niorainalely. when the Uigb-.h
language was foriam/. Prote-tantism niude it its own peculiar po--
be-sion. Hence tho wonderful spreadot the English tong.c would
naturally have meant the dillusion of Prote&tautibni and a corres-
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