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answer to the one, and the recent International Scientifia Congress
at Fribourg. was referred to as furnishing a complete refutation of
the other. We are glad to notice that the significance of the
Fribourg Congress in this direction has been fully realised by some,
at Jeast, of the Jeading secular journals both at Home and in the
colonies, The Wellington Jrening osf, for esample—to speak
only of journals nearer home—in i~ issue of the 1Vth inst, has a
very intererting articls on ¢ The Church and Progress” in which
this aspeet of the Friboury Congress is frankly and fully recognised.
_The writer has evidently very much nore sympathy with science
than with theology, but this does not provent him from being not
only just, but even generous to the po-ition of the Catholis Church
The article this summarisis the history of fhis periodie Congress - —
* Brietly, the iacts lai1 bare to the eyes of the world are 23 follows :
Nine years ago the late Monsiynor D Hulst, of Paris, summoned a
congress of the representative thinkers of the Roman Calholic com-
munion for an open declaratinn ¢f their opinions and convictious
on the great problems of science. and politics, and Biblical criticism,
That the effect was neither tramsitory nor shallow is clearly
evidenced in the fact that the congress thus unostentatiously
initiated has since been held trienially, and the last, held some
weeks ago at Fribourg in Switzerland, emphatically shows, if
unreserved audacity and beldness of utterance count for anything,
that high-water mark has been touched, and that a movement ia
now in lood which will inevitably achieve results that it is impossible
at present to measure in the polity of the Roman Catholic Church.”
After referring to the well-known views of Dr. Zahm and other
alvanced thinkers the article continues: *Some of the members
from France stood up and fought the dictum of universal suffrage,
but they were hopelessly and ignominiously beaten by a
large and demonsteative majority, ‘In fach, suys the correspon-
dent of the London Daily Chrenicle, *ihe younpger clergy of all
nations, and the lay contingents from Belgium, Germany, and the
English-speaking countries, were all of one mind that the anti-
popular thunders of the French ecclesiastics, and their helpless

foar of the people,” were not only absurd, but were a grave danger
to the whole future of Catholicism.” It was accepted ‘that the
people themselves make the Government, and that all peraons
ghosen for the time being to administer that Government derive all
their power from the people, and are answerable to them.” And
finally, it was declared that the two basos of the Catholic Church
were freedom and anthority, and that in the strugeles of the present
it would be the mission of the northern peoplesto reconcile them, alike
in science and in society.” The writer concludes with the following

tribute — written in a spirit of fairncss which is only
too rarely manifested in the ecolumns of ouwr  colonial
dailies—to  the amazing  vitality of  the Catholic  Chureh .

1¢ will thas be scen whit an amazing gull there is between the
halting opinions of the gre:t sections of the Prote-tant Churches
and the particular conmunion wlhich now wlvances with banners
unturled to the front ranks of scientific aud socinl and religious
progress. We think it woull be difieult to name a prelate or
dignitary of the English Establishiment who would dare to declare
or acoept the doctrine of seientific evolution without impenliing his
ecclesinstical position, and we newl only mention the porsitent
antagonism of the English bishops to every movement in the diree-
tion of extending popular rights as a sufliciont contra~t to the
startling advance which now animates the minds of the rreat Homan
Establishment. The histery of this Church for more than o thous-
and years has boen marked by 2 policy that has been as successful as
it has been remarkable. Time after time she has rcemed to sink
almost to death warler the fierce pressure of exiernal circumstances.
but time after time =he has buoyantly risen into compiete newne-s
of life ; and it may be that the development we have refurral to s
simply a later and stronger proof of her vitulity and her ability to
ezain her ascendency as the dominant spiritnal influence and power
in history. It would seem, however, that the famonsaictum of Lord
Macaulay that the Roman Church will still exist in unliminished
vigour when the New Zealander shall sketeh the ruins of Bz Paul's
from a broken arch of Londun Bridge was no meve literary flouri-h.
and the phase she is now entering upon may help to confirm the
historical vision of the greas reviewer,”

IX a very intervesting parformance at Domrimy,

oDDS AND  the carcer of Joan of Arc is madle the subject of a

EXDE. theatrical representation in the spirit of the oll
Mystory Pluys, or of the Tassion Play at Ober-
Ammergau. Acted by tho neighbouring peasants in the open air.

pear the cotlage where the Muidl wus born, and close to the feld-
and woods which were the seene of lier vidons, this simple rostic
drama attracts visitors from all parts of France, anil s called by the
Paris press the popular nationul drama. The * Mystery of Joan of
Arc,” as it is entitled, written in very simple dialogue, and divided
into cight scenes in which the principal events in the life of the
heroine are portrayed, is performed by 300 peasant-actors with sach
earnsstress and pathos as to hold the andience enthralled, and to
charm cvén the critics who had come to scoff. The initiative in

organising the performance is due to the author of the drama, the
Abbé Meiguien, curé of the adjacent parish of Mesnil-en-Xantoie,
who has for 10 years been laboaring to put hig idea into execution,
and to overcome the many obstacles thrown in its way. Failing to
receive support from the curé of Domrémy he assembled the peas-
ants of his own parish, narrated to them the story of the Maid, and
drilled them in the parts they were to play in enacting it. Backed
by the support of the Bishop of the diocese, he was able to raise the
neccssary funds, and finding on his arrival in Paris in the prosccution
of his purpose that the play of “ Joan of Are™ was heing performed
at the Ambigu, he persuaded the manager of that theatre to paya
visit to Mesnil to review kis rustic actors.  Thelr docility and intel-
ligence made so great an impression on the Paris manager that be
readily consenled o provide the scenery and dresses. to supervise
the preparation of the theatre, and to direct the performance,

The official lists of distinctions recently publiched in connection
with the Intermediate Examinations (~ays the Cutholic Timrs) show
the excellent work done in the Christian Brothers’ Schools, North
Richmond strcet, Dublin. TFhe brilliunt success of these schools
yeoar atter year hag been truly remarkable, but the resalts this yeor
have been such as net only to secure the first place among the edus
cational establishments of the country but even to outstrip their
hitherto nnequalled record of last year with the splendid total of 04
distinctions. These include the gold medal for modern languages
in the Junior Grade, 13 necw Exhibitions, 9 Retained Exhibitions, 30
book prizes, # composition prizes, and 3 commercial prizes, In the
Henior Grade. Richmond street has gained one £50 prize, one Re-
tained Exhibition, and one book prize. Of the 34 Exhibitiona
awarded in Middle Grade eight go to pupils of these schools, fve of
these being amongst the first 19 students on the Exhibition list,
They have also securcd in Middle Grade eight Retained Exhibilions,
seven book prizes, and two composition prizes in Greek and German,
In Junior Grade these schools have carried off 22 Exhibitions, four
of these being among the first 13 on the Exhibition list. The gold
madal for modern languoges was also corried off by a Richmond
street pupil. In thiz grade they have also won three composition
prizes in Celtie, (ierman, and I"rench, together with nine book prizes
and three commercial prizes. In Preparatery Grade the pupils have
gained 12 exhibitions, including first, second, and eighth places inall
Ircland, the composition prizes in Celtic and French, and 18 book
prizes, Besides the above, Richmoend street obtained a very large
number of high places in various subjects. InMiddle Grade second
place in book-keeping, scecond and fifth places in shorthand, third in
German third and fowrth in precis writing, and second place in
drawing, In Junior Grade. first, second, and third place- in Ger-
man ; sccomnd fourth, and fifth in Buclid ; third and fourth places
m the mathe zaticul group of subjects; fourth and fifth places in
Celtie, aud fiv-v in book-keeping, In Proparatory Grade first in
Celtie, second in Ligrlish, and third in Freneh, The marked success
of thesc schools in mathematies deserves special mention, No fewer
than 16 of the students secured the maximum number of marks in
these subjoets—onc in widdle prade arithimetic, 10 in junior arith-
metie, and five in preparvatory algebra. It is also & very ploasing
leature to notice how suceesstul thewe schouls have been in the com-~
mercial course of the Intermegiate. Eight of the pupils obtained
commercial eertificates and throe commercial prizes. Drawing aleo
receives its due sharc of nttention ; we find that as mauy as 114 of
the pupils ol these schools pased the examination in the various
grades in this wmo-t weful subject.

A few woeoks apo (s the 0 Madeas Cwdladre Watedmany an
Anglican Chaplain on the Madras E-tablidinent was di-chssing
with a Catholic lnyman the weleworn topic of Totmel's sale of
tudulgences.  The layman endenvenred to wake the Chaplain unders
~tand that, although sonetimes an albus is one of the conditions of
an imdulirence, just as fees arc one condition of a aniversity degeee,
yeb there arve other cond:tions. such as sinecrs confos~ion aud a goord
communbion ; and an indulgence - not grantel to every one who
wives the alins, any more than a degree is given to eviry one who
pays the fees. The Chaplain said, * Buat to this day indulgences zr,
sold In the Church of Reme.  Now, in Spain, you ean buy an indul-
gence for sixpence 1 any tobacgconist’s shop.” The layman arked
what authority he had for this statement aud the Chaplain replied
that travellers said so. The layman at once wrote to the rector of
the Scottish College al Valladolid and asked if the statemoent were
true. Tle has received the following roply @ Collepio de Lscocoses
Valludolid, Auguet 27th 1897, Dear <ir,—In an-wer to your letier
of the 20th July, I am instructed by ths roctor of this Coliege,
Yery Rev, David MacDonalg, 1o state that the swertion that indnle
wenees are sold in Bpain, openly or privately, in tobasconist’s shops
or in any other place, is entirely falwe and has no foundation, except
ignorance or malice. He has resided in Spain constantly tor over
thirty years and his word should have more anthority than merc
hearsay of travellers who neither do nor ean specily any name or
place wiiere snch things are dene. I have lived in the heart of
Spain for over ten years and Ican assure you with tho utmost
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