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It was intended to hold the postponed items of the St. Patrick's
sports on the Basin Reserve on Wednesday last, but the weather was
g0 unpropitions that another adjournment was necessary.

The Very Rev. Dr. Watters continued his former Jecture on
his recent visit to the South Sea Islands, Thelecturs was profusely
iltustrated by maps and curios, and was most interesting, as it dealt
with the hahits and customs of a people of whom we kunow but
littla. The College Minstrels contributed a number of items which
were much appreciated, Dr. Martin, who accompanied the Very
Rev. Dr. Watters in his trip, was to have supplemented the Rector's
lecture, but was nnavoidably absent in Dunedin. Votes of thanks
to the lecturer and to the students who had contributed the enter-
tainment conciuded a very enjoyable evening.

The Prince of Wales' Birthday was held here in true holiday
faghion, the majority of city people taking the opporfunity of going
into the country, Perhaps one of the most enjoyable of the day’s
outings was that held by St. Mary's Band at Mrs. Ross’ Gardens at
the Lower Hutt. Active preparationsfor this picnic had been going
on for a lsng time under the direction of o committee, of which the
Rev. Father Ainsworth was chairman and Mr. H. Houldsworth,
secretary. Happily the weather was on its best behaviour, which is
an exception, not thejrale, in Wellington, consequently the attendance
was large, upwards of a thousand persons going out to the pretty
suburb by rail. The gavdens are now looking at their best, there-
fore thoss who did not care about sports and games could enjoy
themselves in looking at the beautiful flowers and the many and
varied kinds of trees and shrubs, which have been brought there
from all parts of the wlobe. Young and old had sports suited to
their years. A tug-of-war contest between married and siogle men
resulted in favour of the former, whilst the race for members of the
band fell to My, H, Holeroft, Mr. M. Hodern being second, and Mr.
C. Holeroft third, Messrs. Hynes and Ward superintended the
sports, and much satisfaction was expressed at the manner in which
they discharged their duties, It is needless to say that Mrs, Ross
and family helped in every way to make the picnic an enjoyable
outing.

The Rev. Father Yardin, of Meance, is at present in Wellington,
being the guest of the clergy at the presbytery, Boulcott strect.
He will remain in the Empire City for a couple of weeks.

The solemnity of the Forty lours’ Adoration was commenced
at the cathedral on Sunday morning last, and during the time it
lzsted the atiendance at the varions services was very large.

Quarant Ore will commence at St. Josepk's Chureh, Buckle
street, to-morrow, and will be conducted entirely by the Fathers of
8t, Patrick’s College.

A cable message received from Father Devoy during the week
intimates that he, accompanied by his Grace Archbishop Redwood,
was about to pay a visit to Brisbune, and that be intended to leave
for Wellington by the Waikare, sailing from Sydney on the 2uth
inst.. so that he shoull reach here by the 2{th or 25th inst.

The Very Rev, Father McKenna and the Rev. Father Lewis, of
Timaru, who were present at the cersmonies in connection with o4,
Patrick’s Cathedral, Mclbourne. are returning by the Mouowai,
which iy due from Sydoey on Wednesday next.

The IMibernian - ociety intenl to celebrate St. Patrick’'s Day
with a sports gatherin g, an art-union, and a national concert i the
eveninr. A strony cuminittee has been set up to make the neses-
BATY ArTABZEINCIs.

Parliament has spent the bet part of the week in discusing—
or rather wrangling over—the Lsamates, It is evidenl irom the
discussion which took place that the old <kinflmt p aty is not dead.
or if 8o that it has worthy hetrs and sucsessors. The expenses in
gonnection with the Rtphe oa .0, Saldon's trip to the Premier's
Conference was the subject of much adverse cridvisim, indeed orne
Member so far forgot him-elf, and showed his want of goud taste—
that is if hie ever hiad any—Dby sy ing that hie thospht the Premier’™
bank Dbalance bad been considirably increased by the amount set
down for this visit. Suchacharoe it made outside the Hou-¢ would
be the means of bringing the accu-er betfory the Supreme Court
Unfortunaiely there is such a thing as Parbamentary privilege
which permits a Member to make acen-ations that are otten ground.
less, 1t is pleasing to note that when the moember who nade this
charge had time to collect hi~ ideas and look at matters in a mere
dispassivnate manner. he apelogised for the warmnth ot his langoagze,
and the apolozy being aceepted the matier ended, When the item
relating to the expenses incurrel by the Prewier during his visit to
England te attend the jubilee celebrations was rerched the new
skinflint party were agaan to the fore. The awmount was tuo lars,
and they wanted details. Tud these been given at flest we would
probably bave the spectacle of the commitiee ef the whole Honse
going over it item by item. Obje tion wonll probably have beeu
talten to the Premier traveiling saloon to England, when he wouid
have got there just as soon if be took o second cabin passage. Thin
tipping the stewards would be protested against as demorali-ing,
nud have a tendency to cause these u-etul merabers of a ship's eow-
pany to underrate the importincs of Members of thejHouse who,
when travelling, are seized with con-cientious scruples agza.nst
wiving gratuities. Then azain the idea of the Prewier of a truly
democratic Colony putting up at first-class American liotels, fre-
quented by millionaire pork packers, and laying himself open io
the danger of being tempted to have a botile of wine for dimmr.
just tor appearance sake, whilst he could have stayeld at a tewper-
ance boarding house, with texts on the walls and hash on the
table, and have been edified and nstructed by the conversation of
his fellow-lodgers. The Premier should have had no expeuses
whilst in London ; was he not maintained in a roya} manner by the
Imperial antherities at the Hotel Cecil ! He ought to have got a

commission from the manager of the establishment out of the
princely sum received from the Imperial Government for lodging
and teeding the New Zoaland representative, Surely it seemed
gbsurd to some Members that such a large tip should be given to
the imposing flankey who kept watch over our representative,
Then why should a rupee be charged for taking the Premiur to see
the sights at Colombo, when he might have done the whole on foot
and thussaved the pocket of the New iZealand taxpayer. How-
ever, through the obatancy of the Premier we were saved ruch a
discussion, and the political economists of the New Zsaland Parlia-
ment were denied the privilege of puatting their ideas on the most
economical method of travelling in the pages of fansard. The
next time we send a represenialive to foreign parts it will be
necessary to arrange o programme beforehand, so that he shall
know how much he van spead in tips, what class of boarding houre
he is to patronise, and whether he is to hire cabs or travel by cumni-
bus or tram.
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T_liE Very Rev, Dr. Ezan. D.D.. on Sunday, Qctober 31, completed
his one score anl two years in the priesthood, He was ordained at
Subiaco on the dlst October, 1875, by Cardinal Monaco. On the
same day and place Father (’Gara, well known in Auckland but
now on the mission at Teignmouth. Devonghire, was also ordai:.ed,
Another remarkable fect is that on October 31 Dr. Egan completed
his 295h year as a monk, In the year after his ordination, Avgnst
1476, he obtained his degree of Doctor of Divinity, and in December
of the same year he received the degree of Doctor of Music. 1le
then proceeded to kis home in Dublin and after a short stay there
he was appointed to the charge of the Benedictine collepe af
Ramsgate, staying there eight years, He was afterwards sum-
moned to Rome to perform the high and important offica in the
Benedietine college of professor of theology. Very soon, however
the Ttalian Governmnent seized the college amongst other dir:r()pu-’
table acts of spoliation of Church property, about which period vhe
late lamented Dr. Luck made application to the head of his Oider
and secured the services of Dr. BEgan for the Auckland diccese. in
which he has since laboured. It is interesting to state that his
youngest brother, Thomas, in religion Rev. Father Erkenswald, as
preseut occupies the pesition of rector at Ramsgate, a position
previously held by his distinguished brother, This brother is also
on the Central Board of Education in England, over which Car-
dinal Vaughan iz the head. Dr. Egan’s mother is still living at
Hamsgate near to her youngest son. ‘The members of St. Benedict's
choir, atter Vespers on Sunday evening, October 31, entertained Dr,
Egan in a befitting manner in the presbytery.

The Very Rev, Father Ginaty is prosecuting his good and most
arduous labour of the mission in the city. He gave a week to Pon-
sonby, and last Sunday evening he commenced at St. Benedict's,
On Sunday next he commences in Parnell and the following
Sunday he starts in the cathedral parish. The rev. manager of the
Meagidaia possesses unbounded zeal and enthusiasm for his work,

At Bt Patrick’s on All Souls' Day the mortal remains of My,
Michael Hughex, late of Reefron, were laid out in front of the
altar rails. The presence of the dead on such a day could not Lug
have excruised a potent influence upou the faithful and piust have
broug bt home vividly to their niinds, © into dust thou shalt recurn,”
This awtul fect cannot be too olten impressed upon us,

Bt l'atrick’s Duay Celebration Kxecutive Committee met on
sSunday afternoon last in the Mamnst Brothers’ School and dedid d
to ol once tnke steps for the due honourmyg of the natioval festival
of Iats  They again meet in St. Patrick’s Ifall to-morrow evening,

Lev, Father Croke and bis assistant lay collectors are nmkin’(‘g
remarknble and suceesstul efforts in pathering money in oo,
Patr.ch’s par.sh towards the presbyiory debt fund.

The =isters of Merey on last Mooday opened in the Catholic
Institute n Kiudervarten school, which is under the charge of
Nister Columbz,  In this undertaking the good Sisters are desor-
ving of the greatest assistance and commendation, because like
institutious 1 other hands have been treely used amongst our
chiliren for prow iytising purposes.

Last Monday and Tuesday evenings a bazaar in 2id of the
convent schools at Devonport took place al thut Marine suburb, ant
last nizht a concert to conclude the rownd of amusement was ’lu-hl.
The whole wis a great stecess and reflected credit upon the Ludies
and gentlemen ot the shore for their untwing exertions durineg the
last tive mouthe,  Good work hag been accomplished by the Bisters
and asistanes was well deserved. ’

Bev, Futher Mulvihill, who has now recovered from his recent
illness, is st1ll &t the Lishop's pulace, but will, on his Lordsheprs
return proceed to Gisborne. over which pavish helsto preside, Very
turtunate mdeed are the Gisboruites m recuring so worthy aud
exemplary a priest,

Hou. K. Bluke, Q.C,, M T, writing from Toronte under date
December 22 lust to the flon, J. A, Tole, President, and Mr. M. J.
Shechan, hom. ecc. Irish Nutional T'ederation, Auckland branch
sand ;- Dear sirs, T have to thank you for your letter of 7th Augitet,
conveyiny to me the resolution nf the Auckland branch of the Irish
Nationa] Pederation pa-scil on 22nd July, The wreat warmth and
cordiality of wy recepuion by the Federation av Auckland made on
nwie 4 deep and lastivg impres-ivo, and enbances the valuze to me of
this resolucion, for whiclh 1 wish to convey to the bransh my very
hearty thanks.  Allow me to thank you also, imiividually, for you'r
Ieind waords, and to assure you that my son and I often think i
tatk ot the good friends we made i Auckland.” The resolution
referred to was pa-sed and rent to the eminent member for Longtord
in recognition of the great effort made by him in the imperia, Par-
liafment last March in stating Ireland’s just claim for financial
reform, ’




