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Auckland has once again asserted her commercial supremacy in
this colcny. The Government returns for the quarter ending Sep-
tember 30 show the customs contributions from the four chief
centres to be : Auckland, £588,395 ; Wellington, £480,827 ; Dunedin,
£398,689 ; Christchurch, £356,945. In the gold export valne Auck-
land aleo heads the list, and the same applies to the excise returns,

“ Has the dog a sonl?” was the delectable subject to elneidate
which the gifted “ Colonus” devoted two columns in the Herald,
Even those of undoubted brain-powerhave * lucid intervals.” Bow-
wow’s intelligence and sagacity is undisputed, but to connect these
endowments to the possession of a soul would be like trying to stand
the pyramid npon its apex.

The local Anglican clergy have forwarded a petition to the New
Zealand Parlinment, now in session asking that no further facilities
be granted to those seeking divorce. Better late than never. To
prevaricate is to err, and for three hundred years the prevarication
and etring have gone on increasing until “ old Harry's handiwork
has become in the hands of his successors unmanageable hence the
application for the brake. This is the result of man's tinkering
with the laws of God.

Mr. Peter Dignan has ibeen again nominated for the position of
Mayor of Auckland, Right well has he fulfilled the duties, for the
half term to which he was suddenly called, owing to the untimely
death of his predecessor in office. His Worship ie decidedly a man
of action, and to him garrulousness is entirely foreign,

Last Sunday evening the “ tap of the Orange drum ™ as Cardinal
Logue puts it in Ireland, was heard in Ponsonby. A body, about
the strength of a corporal's guard, wended their way, decked in
gandy and meaningless paraphernalia, to listen to a minister of the
Gospel of peace in his conventicle distorting the pages of history in
regard to Guy Fawke's attempt to send sky high the Parliamentary
buildings at Westminster, It would be as untrue to charge the
Catholic Church with keeping from Nansen the North Pole as to
charge it with the concoction of the local political design known as
the gunpowder plot,

Two or more attempts to arouse sympathy for the engineers
on strike in England have ended in failuve. This is deplorable, be-
cause this bedy is making a noble stand in defence of a moble
principle, and to treat the preat struggle as a parochial one is
suicidal policy on the part of the workers. Eight hours a day is
sufficient exercise for the human frame, and in the long run will
assuredly pan out better for all concerned.

The city has a somewhat sombre look about it in consequience of
the array of black cloth to be seen in the street in the persons of
the Australasian Wesleyan parsons who have assembled to hold a
conference. Amongst them are the Rev. Fitchett, the versatile
writer of the Rericw of Rewiews, and the Rev. Dr. Brown, who, to
his sorrow, fell across the path of Cardinal Moran by extolling
in exaggerated terms the Protestant missionary efforts
The Cardinal showed the Sydney public the reverse side of the
picture.

Diocese of Christchurch.

{From our own correspondent.}

ON Sunday last the © Devotion of the Forty Hours' Adoration™ was
celebrated with great solemnity at the Pro-Cathedral. The Pro-
Cathedral was crowded at all the services and a great number of the
faithfnl approached Holy Communion. At the High Mass Haydn’s
No 2 Mags was rendered with full orchestral accompaniment, The
Vicar-General, who also preached on the occasion, was celebrant,
and the Rev. Fathers Huault and Rafferty were deacon and sub-
deacon respectively. The music by Mr, Bland Holi’s orchestra.
under the direction of Mr. Percy Kehoe, was admirably interpreted
thronghout, and the Viear-General, previous to bis discourse,
suitably expressed his thanks and the thanks of the congregation
to the musicians for their great services during the devotion. A
procession of the Blessed Sacrament also took place, and while the
Holy Eucharist was borne around the sacred edifice, the orchestra
played in eplendid style “ Rienzi’s prayer.” which is the usnal offer-
tory piece at the Papal Chapel in Rome. The choir was strengthened
by the inclusion of Mre. J. P. Kelly, Miss A. Hayward and Mr. G.
Cronin, to whom the various solos were allotted. Miss Funston
played all the organ accompaniments, The evening devotion was
of a special nature snited to the occasion, land the Viear-General
preached a splendid sermen on the Holy Eucharist, The altar was
beautifully decorated, thanks to Miss Rose White, Miss Kearney and
Mr. Mulvihill, who, under the supervision of the Rev. Father
Galerne. performed this task in an excellent manner,

On Friday last his Excellency the Governor and Lady Ranfurly.
accompanied by Captaing Alexander and Ward and the Hon. C. Hill
Trevor, paid a visit to the asylum conducted by the Sisters of the
Good Shepherd at Magdala. They arrived at 1] a.m, and were
received by the Very Rev. Father Cummings V.G, and the Lady
Superior. The Very Rev. Father Ginaty, whose name is intimately
associated with the asylum, is absent on its business in Auckland,
Among those prosent were the Rev, Fathers Marnane, Raflerty and
Huault, and Sir George Clifford, the Hon, W, C. Walker. the Mayor
of Christchurch, Messrs, E. O’'Connor, W. Clifford, H. B, Kirk, J. G,
Maddison, W. B, Scott and Dr. Hacon, and a pumber of ladies,
inclading Lady Clifford. The vice-regal party was conducted to
the schoolroom, outside the entrance to which were two tasteful
arches of foliage and flowers, one bearing the words * Welcome, our
Governor.” In the schoolroom, where the Sisters and the children,
or penitents were assembled, there were displayed in green leaves
the mottoes, ¥ Ceud mile fuilte)” and © Welcome, Lady Ranfurly.”
A dais had been prepared for the reception of the visitors, and as
they entercd the National Anthem was sung, and three of the
youngest children presented Ludy Ranturly with a beautiful bouquet
of white flowers, Sir George Clifford then read an address, which,
after reciting Mis Excellency's titles, proceeded thus:—* May 1t

please your Excellency—In conformity with the teaching of our
religion, which inculeates loyalty to our rulers, we, the Catholics of
the diocese of Christchurch, Bishop, priests, and people, wish to
express our heartiost congratulations on your having been entrasted
by Her Majesty with the government of this colony, Wa also desire
to extend to your Excellency and Lady Ranfurly, on this your first
visit to Christchurch, * Cewd mile failte’ We would slso ask your
Excellency to accept the expression of our deepest loyalty and
attachment to oar Most Gracious Queen, whose representative you
are, and our gratitude at the fact that Her Majesty has been spared
to complete her record reign of 60 years. We trust that the sojourn
of your Excellency and Lady Ranfurly amongst us may be a pleasans
and enjoyable one, and that your administration of this young and
vigorous colony will, under the protection and blessing of God, be
for the welfare of the people of New Zealand. Rigned on behalf of
theclergy and laity—Stephen Cummings, Viear-General and Diocesan
administrator ; George Clifford, baronet ; H. H. Loughlan, and B,
O'Connor, secretary.” His Excellency, in replying, said :—* Gentle-
men, I have pleasnre in receiving your address, and it gives me
satisfaction to hear you state that your religion teaches loyalty to
rulers. I beg to thank you for the weleome you give me and Lady
Ranfurly on this, our first visit to Christehuren. 1 gladly accept the
expression of your deepest loyalty to Her Most Gracious Majesty the
Queen, and I note your gratitude that she has been spared to com-
plete her 60 years of rule, I sincerely hope she may long continue
in health and strength to reign over us, and to see those immense
dominions, so called her colonies, ever progressing in weulfare and
prosperity, and their inhabitants loocking up with veneration, love,
and esteem to that Sovereign who has, in her long and gloriousreign,
seen the flag of England extend its protection and power over an
area almost large enough to double the dominions she inherited on
her accession, and whose every action and every thought has been
devoted to the lasting good of her people. I earnestly join with you
in the hope that my sojourn in this country may not only be a
pleasant one, but may in the first instance be of use and of benefit to
the people of New Zealand. The Vicar-General said that, on behalf
of the Lady Snperior, the nuns and the 130 children, he wished to
express the deepest thanks to His Excellency and Lady Ran-
furly for the kindly interest they had shown by going
there, and their fervent prayer would be that they might
have full enjoyment of life. Ie was sure that the hope his
Excellency had expressed, that his career here might be a useful
one, would be fulfilled., He hoped that they would sometimes think
of the children under the protection of the Sisters of the Good
Shepherd, and he could assure them that the earnest prayer of
Sisters and penitents would be for their welfare. His Excellency,
in reply, smd that on behaif of Lady Ranfurly and himself he
begged to thank the Rev, Mother, Sisters, and children for their
kindly expressions of welcome, It had been to Lady Ranfurly, as
well ar himself, a very pleasant thing to find themselves welcomed
to every institution that they had been able g0 visit in this country,
and he could only say that both Lady Ranfurly and himself took
the deepest interest in movements and institutions of this nature,
and trusted that their work would ever be for the amelioration of
the population of New Zealand. The vice-regal party and the
other viitors were condusted through the institution, the inmates
of which were ceer at their usmal werk., They were then enter-
tained with light refreshwents and took their departure. Before
leaving, the Govervor expressed himself mueh plensed with the
institution, and his surprise at 1ts extent. Lady Ranfurly also said
that she had been much fouched with her reception and with the
demeanour of the children. The address presented on behalf of
the Bishop, clergy, and laity was beautifully illuminated in vellum,
and mounted on pale silk adorned with knots of white ribbon and
surmounted with Lord Ranfurly's coat-of-arms, The lext was
sarrounded by a scroll border of the twelfth century monastic
designs in a most artistic and tasteful combination of colours, and
believed to be probably the only one of its kind in the Colony, The
illuminations and other adornments of the address were done by
the Sisters of Our Lady of Missions at the convent in Barbadoes
gtreet.

On Sunday afternoon last Mr. F. Cooper took several photos of
the members of 3t. Mary's Chureh choir, who, not only for numbers
but also for efliciency now rank among the best choirs in the diocese.
All the members were present, and they were grouped near St.
dary's school Hall, which made an excellent background for the
portraits, Amongst them were no fewer than eight of the pupils
of the able and painstaking choir-master, Mr, Rossiter, who by
various means succeeds in keeping the choir together and ia a
flourishing condition. The uay was very fine and favounrabie for
photography, and it is expected that in a few days Mr. Cooper will
produce some excellent photos of the group of musicians. Before
the sketches were taken the choir met for about half-an-hour’s
practice. They are now engaged with Gounod's Messe Solennelle,
which they intend to render with full orchestral accompaniment at
the coming Christmas solemnities. On that occasion there is a
great musical treat in store for the faithful in 8t, Mary’s, judging
from the ability of many members of the choir, and from the great
attention that Mr. Rossiter ia devoting to the Mass. On Sunday
next, the devotion, known as the * Forty Hours' Adoration,” will
commence immediately after High Mass at 8t. Mary’s.

On Sunday last it was announced that the Redemptorist Fathers,
who are coming from Australia, will arrive in about a week hence
in this city and will open a Mission in the Pro-Cathedral on the
first Sunday in Advent. A census of the Catholic people in the
city has aiready been made in order to facilitate the work of the
migsion.

“Yes," said the editor, * here are n number of directions from
outsiders as to the way of cendunciing « paper. See that they are
all carried out.” And the subordioates, gathering them into a large
basket, did so,

“GLT ON THE SOIL, YOUNG MAN ; GRT 0N THH S0lL"
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