
(Condensed from the Melbourne Advocate?)
THE CONSECP.ATION.

ALTHOUGH generally believed that the cathedral was to be conse-
crated onSunday last, that important function had, inreality,been
performedon the 27thOctober, with minutest detail,as prescribed
by the Roman ritual. It is not necessary to enter into a full
descriptionof what the consecration of a Cathedral is like,but a
few particulars will, doubtless, prove of interest to the readers of
the Advocate. At (5 am. on the day appointed for the funcion the
consecrator (the Bishop of Sale), who was assisted by the Arch-
bishopof Melbourne and by the Bishop of Dunedin and the clergy
attached to the cathedral, began the function, which occupied
nearly seven hours

—
that is, from six until nearly one o'clock. A

remarkable feature of the ceremony wasa cross marked by ashes,
whichextended the f .11 length of the nave and transepts— a sign
that the entire building was to be henceforth entirely dedicated to
the services of the Almighty. At intervals were placed twelve"'

consecration crosses," from which projectedbrackets for holding
candles. These were lighted during the ceremony,andallowed to
burn on until consumed, so resembling theold Catholic custom of
lighting candles on Christmas Eve and allowing them tousher in
the birthday of our Lord. No one not actually engaged in the
function was allowed within the cathedral, and everything was
made asbare aspossible. Theceremonies concluded with Pontifical
High Massby theconsecrator (theMostRev.Dr.Corbett), who thus
had the ptivilege of offering the '"first Mass"at thehigh altar in
thecompleted cathedral. The law of compensation, they say, goes
onin anunceasing andunvarying courso,and itcan be said in truth
thattheBishopof Salewasrichlycompensatedfor theunusual fatigue
hisLordship must have undergone during the sevenhours the im-
portant function lasted.

THE OPENING- CEREMONIES,

So great was the anxiety of people to get a glimpse of the
interior of the cathedral tint the early Masses from 7 till 9 a.m.
werecrowded on Sunday, the celebrants being visiting prelates.
The cathedral during the previous week was jealously guarded
from the curious. And, indeed, there was good reason for that
course,asmuch of the finishing up of the chapels,etc.,had to be
pushed on, so as to he readyfor the opening day.

OUTSIDE THEBUILDING.
So den«e was the crowd which began to gather in the vicinity

of the cathedral,even as early as i)am., that the gates were closed
and precautions taken to observe complete order in the admission
of ticiiet-hol lers. th>se holding white tickets entering by the
w.-stern or main gateway and sev ing themselves in the nave and
the transepts, and those with blue tickets entering by the Albert-
streetcorner gate-, and occupying seats in the chancel and side
ehapuk. From ev«ry diivjution crowds were to be seen wending
their wayin the direction of th» c ithedr.il. Special facilities were
afforded the travelling public by the railway department and the
tramwaycompany. L'ut the owners ot '"hansoms" and cabs did a
thriving trade, as they delnered their living ln.igh.ts outride the
cathedral and hurried back for re-loading. The assemblage
around the cathedral was augmented at the rateof about 1000 every
quarter of an hour, and when the Pontifical High Mass commenced
its numbers must have reached fully 10,000, while a crowd about
half as largoas this Lad passeIon through the gateo into thecathe-
dral itself. Inorder tokeep a cle »r route for the tramcars through
the mass of humanbeings out-ide the building a force of 120 ioot
police anda squadof mounted eon-tables werepresent at the scene.
A couple of score of the former w^reported at the main entrance to
the cathedral andat the various gates to prevent the crush extend-
to the catheiral.

THE PROCESSION OF PKEL VTEg AND PRIESTS.

Shortly after 11 o'clock a merry chime pealed forth from the
cathedral bells, anda procession,whiuh. fromitsaugust purpose and
the number and eminence of those taking p-in in it,riveted the
attentionof the thousands .assembled in eager expectancy around
the precincts of thesicred edifice. The followingoider wasobserved
in the procewon from the Archbishop's r.sidetice :

— Dr. A. L.
Kenny, and Messrs. Slattery, Cooghliiu and Anher. Papal Knight.-*,
the Cross bearer and acolytes, the Cardinal-ArL-hiii-hop of Sidney,
attdiidel by his privatesecretary (Veiy Rev.Denis F. O'llamn). the
Archbishop of Melbourne (Most Hey. 1Jr. Carrj, the Archbishopof
Wellington (the Most Rev. Dr. Redwood, S.M.), the Arch-
bishop of Adelaide (the Most Dr. O'Reilly), ihe Bi^lum of
Ballarat (the Most Rev. Dr. Moore), the coadjutor-B.shop of Sand-
hurst (the i\lo-t Rev. Dr. Reville. O.S A.), the Hi-hop of Mu'l-
luid (theMost R;v.L'r. Murray), the Bi-hopof Goulbum (ihe Mv-^t
Rev. Dr. Lan-gan), the Bishop of Armid Je (ihe Jlo-t, Hew Dr.
Torreggiani), theBishop of lkrimrst (the MostRev. Dv JjyiMe), t!;e
Bishop of Grafton (the Mo.-t Hey. Dr. Doyle), the Bishop ot Wil-
cannia (the Most Rev.Dr. Dunne), the coadjutor-Bi-hop of Guul-
burn (the Most Rev. Dr. Gallagher), the coadjutor-Bishop of
M.iitlaud(the Most Rev. Dr Dwyei), the Bishopor' Perth (_the Mo.-t
Rev. Dr. Gibney). the Bishopot Port A'igusta (tlie Mu-t Rev. Dr.
Maher), the B.shop of Auckland (the Must Rev. Dr. Leuihan), the
Bishopof Dunedin (the Mo-t Rev. Dr. Verdon). The v\ht>le of the
province of New South Wales was represented, but the venerable
Archbishop of Hobart, Tubinauia, and his < oadjntor were unable to
attend the ceremony, owing to illness. The '■ tight little island"

was, however, represented by the R'-vr. M. J. Beeohinor and J
Murphy. The Must Rev. Monsignor O'Hea,a geuerous benefactor
of the cathedral, and the VeryPiev. Father Duhdah, representing
the Assyrian Catholics of the Colony, wire also present.

The religious Orders weie very largely represented andamongst
the clergy who took part in the prncd^iou were the Very Rev.
Father Devoy, V.G., Wellington. Rev. Father MclCenna of Master-
ton, andRev. Father Lewis of T;ui..ru. Itwas computed thot over
200 priests t ok part in the procension. A large number of the
Christian Brothers and anumber oi' the MaristBrothers wereseated
near the clergy in the chan el.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS.
Amongst the visitors present were the following :

—
From

GovernmentHouse, his Kxoellercy the Governor and LadyBrassey,
Captain and Mrs. Fre* man Thomas, Mr. Albert Braesey, the two
Misse3 Brassey, Captain v allingtoi, Captain Pelham, Mr. Lv as,
Miss Cox,LordRichard Nuvill, :md Mr. Osborne, Lady Turner and
Miss Turner, Lady Will iams, Sir John Madden (theChief Justice),
Sir Hartley Williams. Mr Justice Holroyd, Mr. Justice A'Beckett.
Judge Casey,Judge (jaunt. Tao G ivernmsnt was represented by
the Attorney-General, the lion. I.Isaacs ; the Solicitor-General, the
Hon. H. Cuthberb; the Hon. Chief Secretary, the non. A.
Peacook ; the Minister oi Mines, the Hon. W. Foster
the Postmaster-General, the Hon. J. G. Duffy ; the Hon. A "
MLean. The Legislature was represented by the President
of the Legislative Council,and a largenumberof M.L C.'s andM.P. s
Consulates wererepresentedby the followingConsuls :— Consul for
Austria, C. A. Pinohoff, in consular uniform ;Consul for Russia,
Baron Sternberg;Consul for Belgium, Mr. E. Pollet;Consul for
Turkey, Dr.C.Ryan;Consul for Spain. Mr.F.B.Freehill(Sydney);
Acting Consul for Fiance ; Consul for Italy,Cavaliere Corte; the
Consul for Denmark,Mr.F. Were;the Consul forNetherlands,Mr.
J. Reelfs;the Consul for Greece, Mr. Curtain. The Munioipal
bodies were representedby the Mayor elect of Melbourne, about a
scoreof councillors, andnearly all the suburban mayors and presi-
dents.

As thb imposing processionof prelates and priests entered by
the main door the resounding notesof the grand"Ecce Sacerdoa
Magnus" (Behold a Great Priest) burst forth from 250 picked
vocalists, supportedby a powerfulorchestra of 25 performers. All
eyes werestrained in the direction of the westerndoor. The stately
figure of the Cardinal Archbishop of Sydney,in his bright scarlet
robes, was the object of first andchief attention. Immediatelyafter
his Eminence camehis Grace theArchbishopof Melbourne (wearing
the pallium, the symbol of archiepiscopal jurisdiction,) to
whose labours, after that of the late Dr. Goold and his worthy
Vicar-General, the Catholic body of this colony is indebted for the
completion, at a cost of L50,000, of aCathedral which compares
worthily withher sisters of Europe and America.

To return to theprocession. Allhaving entered the sanctuary,
withtheexceptionof the greaterbody of theclergy, whohadreserved
places in the cbancel and chapels, the celebrant of the Pontifical
High Mass (the BUhopof Sale), who had entered from the vestry
some minutes previously, was vtstedat the altir, with the assistance
ofhi. mtm-t.r<. The cuotoin for a bishop,not in his owndiocese,
is to occupy-a f.tll chair in the sanctuary,but in thecase of aprelate,
in thisconnection, of cardin.ilatial rank,precedenceis given tohim ;
consequently his Eminence occupied the throne, the Archbishopof
Melbournebeing seated on the opposite side inan episcopal chair.
The prelatesf.ioert each other as lollows :— On the Gospel sideofthe
suictuary

— The Cardin.il. the Archbishopof Adelaide, the Bishop3
of Maitland,Dumdin, Au\i]i.ny c f Sydney, Arniidale,Port Augusta,
Perth, and Auckland. On the Epistle side— The Archbishops of
Melbourne and Wellington, the Bishops of Goulburn, Bathurst,
Wilcaunia,and Graftci, the C-iadjut.>r-Bishopsof Sandhurst, Goul-
burn, and Maitland, and Very R>.jv. Fr. Dahdah. Several of the
permanent rectorssat behind the prelates.

The celebrant of the Pontifical Mass was the Most Rev. Dr.
Corbett. who possesses a rich voiueof much volume, which could be
distinctlyheardineverypart of the greatbuilding. Andhow fitting
was thithymntakenupby the distantchoir onsuch a day,whenglory
was, iiiileod, being given to God on high !

It hadbe^n printed on the order of the ceremonies of the day
that the sermon would follow the first Gospel, but that arrange-
ment wasdeparted from. Pa^bis gon to the "Preface," how beau-
tiful and soul-stirring are the words immediately preceding that
grand soul-inspiring hymn resembling, as it does, some of those
composed by the "Angelic Doctor

"
(St. Thomas Aquinas), of

whom a famous writer says th.it
'"even in a single antiphou the

saint unlocks whole abjst.es of J-cripture," and adds that "his com-
po-aiionsaremore like angelic music, made audible to human ears
ti.ni mere poetry of earth.' Then come thoe'e magnetic words"" Sur.-um Corda!" (Lilt up jour hearts), and iiibtantly came forth
Ih-' response," Hibemus ad bo'iiinum " (We havelifted themup to
tho Lord). The "Kanctus" hushes the vastcongregation into deep
silence, and from that moment until the awful words of consecra-
tion are pronounced, and the pi ople aregiven the opportunity of
lookinguponthe Crucified One.lace to luce atthe "Elevation,"nota
movement is heard, all pouring torth praise, supplication, and
rhanksgivmgto the "Great White Throne." Andafter the lt Agnus
Dei," how soothing is thesi^ht ot the prelates and priests giving
Die ki-s of peace (''pax vobiV ) lv each other,after the custom of
the Hat.t. by placing bnth hand- on the shoulders of the recipientI

After the Communion theCardinaldelivered the openingsermon.
Tim cardinal's discourse."

Let God arise, and letHis enemies be scattered, andlet them
thathito liiin fiee froji before His lace. God is wonderfulin His
saints ;the (iod of Israel is fie who will give power and strength
to His people. Bless d be God." (First and last verseof 07th
Psalm.)

The heavensproclaim thepriory of the Moßt High. The firma-
ment with its countless gems ot light,the sun in the brightness of
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