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ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL, MELBOURNE.

.
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THE QPENING CEREMOXNY,

————

CROWNING A GREAT WORK OF FAITH.

(Condensed from the Meldowrne Adeacate)
THE CONSECRATION.

ALTHOUGH generally believed that the cathedral was to he conse-
crated on Sunday last, thet important funotion had, in rezlity, been
performed on the 27th October, with minutest detail, as prescribed
by the Roman ritual. It is not neces-ary to enter into a full
deseription of what the conrecration of » Cathedral is like, but a
few particulars will, doubtless, prove of interest to the readers of
the Adrocate, At 6 am, on the day appointed for the funciion the
consecrator (the Bishop of Sale), who was assisted by ths Arch-
bishop of Melbourne and by the Bishop of Dunedin and the clergy

ttached to the cathedral, began the fenction, which occupied
nearly seven hours—that is, from six until nearly one o'clock. A
remarkable feature of the ceremony was a cross marked by ashes,
which extended the £.11 length of the nave and transepis—a sign
that the entire building was to be henceforth entirely dedicated to
the services of the Almighty, At intervals were placed twelve
* gonsecration erosses,” from which projected brackets for holding
candles. These were livhted during the ceremony, and allowed to
burn on until consimed, so resembling the old Catholic custom of
lighting candles on Christmns Eve and allowing them to usher in
the birthday of ocur Lord. No nne not actually engaged in the
funetion was allowed within the cathedral, and everything was
made as bare ns posaible, The ceremonies concluded with Pontifionl
High Mass by the consecrator (the Most Rev, Dr, Corbett), who thus
had the privilege of offering the "first Mass” at the high altar in
the completed cathedral. The lnw of compensation, they say, goes
on in an unceasing and unvarving course, and it can be said in truth
that the Bishop of Bule was richly comprnsated for the unusual fatigue
his Lordship must have undergone during the seven hours the im-
portant function lasted.

THE OPENING CEREMONIER,

S0 great was the anxiety of people to get a glimpse of the
interior of the cathedeal that the early Masses from 7 till 9 am.
were crowded on Sunday, the celebrunts being visiting prelates,
The cathedral during the previous weck was jealously guarded
from the curious, And, indeed, there was good reason for that
course, as much of the finishing up of the chapels, etc,, had to be
pushed on, so as to be ready for the opening day.

OUTRIDE THE BUILDING,

So dense was the erowd which began to gather in the vicinity
of the cathedral, even as early as ¥ a m., that the gates were closed
and precautions taken 19 observe vomplete order in the admission
of ticwet-hollers, thwe holdingy white tickets eantering by the
western or main gateway and sewinge themselves in the nave aund
the transepts, nid those with blue tiekets entering by the Albert-
street corner gates amd oceupying seats in the chancel and side
chaprels. From every dircction erowds were to be seen wonding
their way in the direclion of the eithedral. Special facilities were
afforded the travelling public hy the rsilway department and the
tramway company. Eut the owners of * huneos " and cabs did a
thriving trade, as they delivered their living triights outside the
cathedral and hurrnd back {or re-loading., ‘fThe a=semblage
around the cathedral was augimented at the rate of about 100V every
quarter of an hour, and when the Pontifical High Muss commenced
its nunbers must have rea:hed fully 10,000, while a crowd about
half ag large as this Lad passe | on through the gatee into the cathe-
dral itself, In order tv keep u cle v route for the tramears through
the mass of buman beings out-ide the building a foree of 120 fout
police and a squad of mounted cou~tables were preseat at the scene.
A couple of soore of the former wore po-ted at the main entrance tw
the cathedral and at the various gates 1o preveut the crush extend-
to the cathe iral.

THE PROCLESION OF PHRELATES AND PRIESTS,

Shortly after 11 o'clock a merry chime pealed forth from the
cathedral belis, and a procession, which, from its aupust purpose and
the number anid eminence of those taking pare in it riveted the
attention of the thousands assembled in eager expactancy around
the precinets of thesred edifice. The tollowing vrder was observed
in the prece-sion from the Archbi-hop's 1rosdence:—br. A L.
Kenny, anl Messrs, Slatiery, Cooglilan and Avcher, Papal Kaights,
the Cross bearer and acolytes, the Cardinal-Archibi~iep of Sydney.
attendel by his private secretary (Very Rev. Denis F. O Taran), the
Archbirhop of Melbourne (Most Hov. Dr, Oarr), the Avchbizhop of
Wellington (the BDost Uev. Dr. Ledwood, £.3.3, the Arch-
bishop of Adeluide (the Mast Dr. O'Reilly), the Bi-hoy of
Badilarat (the Most Rev, Dre, Moore), tue cowdjutor-13,~hop ol Sand-
harst (the Mo-t Rev. Dr. Reville, 0.5 A0, the Bi-hop of Mo
Luad (the Most R v, L'v. Marray), the Bi-hop of Goulbuii (1he Most
Rav. Dr. Lanigan), the bLichop of Arnud.le {fhe Mo tev. Dr
Torreggiani), the Bishiop of Ba-nuarst (the Most Bev, Dy Syrae), the
Bishop of Grafwm (the Mot Rev, Dr, Doyle), the Distop ot Wil-
cannia (the Most Rev. Dr. Dunnoe). the coadjutor-Bi-hop of Gouls
barn (she Most Rev. Dr. Gallagher), the cowdjutor-Bishep of
Maitland {the Most Rev, Dr Dwyer), the Bishap of Perih (the Mot
Rev. Ur. Gibaey). the Bishop of Pors Augasta (the Mot Woev, br.
Maher), the Buahop of Auckiand (the Most Rev. Dr. Lewdian), the
Bishop of Ilunedin (the Mo~t Rev. Dr. Verdon). The whale of the
province of New South Wales way represented, but the venerable
Archbishop of Hobart, Tamnania, and bis . oadjutor were nnable to
attend the ceremany, owing to idness, The *tight livtle island”

CLOSE YOUR LYES

wos, however, represented by the Revs. M. J, Beechinor and J
Murphy., The Most Rev. Monsignor Y Hea, a generous benefuctor
of the cathedral, and the Very Rev. Father Duhdah, representing
the Assyrian Uatholics of the Colony, were also present,

Tue religivus Orders weie very largely represented and amongst
the clergy who touk‘%:m.rt. in the proesssion were the Very Rev,
Father Devoy, V.G, Wellington. Rev, Father McKenna of Master-
ton, and Dev, Father Lewis of Tim.ru. It was computed thot over
211 priests t ok part in the procession. A large nnmber of the
Christian Brothers and a number of the Marist Brothers were seated
near the clergy in the chan el

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS.

Amongst the visitors preient were the following :—From
Government House, his Exvellercy the Governor and Lady Broseey,
Captain and Mrs, Freoman Thouwas, My, Albert Brassey, tho two
Misses Brassey, Captain % allingtov, Captain Pelham, Mr, Lu as,
Miss Cox, Lord Richard Neovill, and Mr. Osborne, Lady Turner and
Miss Tuener, Lady Williams, %ir John Madden (the Chief Justice),
Sir Hertley Williams, Mr Justive Holroyd, Mr. Justice A’Beckett,
Judge Casey, Judge Gaunt, Tac G wernment was represeated by
the Attorney-General, the Houn. 1. Ianoes ; the Bolicitor-General, the

Hon, H. Cuathbert; the Hon, Chief Sceretary, the Hon, A,
Peagock ; the Minister of Mines, the Hon. W. Foster
the Postmaster-General, the Hon. J. G. Duffy ; the Hen A

MLean. ‘The Legislature waos represented by the Presiden:t
of the Legislative Council, and o large nuimber of M.L C.’s and M.P, &
Consulates were represented by the following Consuls :—Consul for
Austria, €. A, Pinchoff, in consular uniform ; Consul for Russia,
Baren Sternberg ; Con<ul for Belgium, Mr. E. Pollet ; Consul for
Turkey, Dr, C. Ryan ; Consul for Spain, Mr. F, B. Freehill (S8ydney) ;
Acting Consul for France ; Consnl for Italy, Cavaliere Corte ; the
Consul for Denmark, Mre. F. Were ; the Consul for Netherlands, My,
J. Reelfs; the Consul for Greece, Mr, Curtain. The Municipal
bodies were represented by the Mayor eleet of Melbourne, about a
saore of councillors, and nearly all the suburban mayors and presi-
dentas,

As the imposing procession of prelates and priests entered by
the main door the resounding notes of the crand “ Ecce Sacerdos
Magnns” (Behold a Great Priest) burst forth from 250 picked
vocalisrs, supported by & powerful orchestra of 25 performers. All
eyes were strained in the direction of the westerndoor. The stately
figure of the Cardinal Arcubishop of Bydney, in his bright scarlet
robes, was the object of first and chief attention. Immediately after
his Eminence came his Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne (wearing
the palliam, the symbol of archiepiscopal jurisdiction,) to
whose labours, after that of the late Dr. Goold and his worthy
Viear-General, the Catholic body of this colony is indebted for the
completion, at a cost of Li0,000, of a Cathedral which compares
worthily with her sisters of Europe and America.

To return to the procession. All having entered the sanctuary,
with the exeeption of the greater body of the clergy, who had reserved
places in the cliancel and chapels, the celebrant of the Pontifical
High Mass (the Bi-hop of Hale). who had entered from the vestry
mne minutes preyiously, was vested at the altr, with the assistance
of Li. nunuist.rs.  The custom for a bishop, not in his own diocese,
i3 to occupy.a foll chinir in the sanctuary, but in the case of u prelate,
in thistonnection, of cardinalatial vank, precedence isgiven to him ;
couseguently iz Bauinence ossupied the chrone, the Archbishop of
AMelboorne beingg sestedl on Lhe opposite sile in au episcopal chair,
The prefutes fuced each other as tollows :—Om the Gospel side of the
swetuary—>The Cardingl. the Archbishop of Adelaide, the Bishops
of Maitlund, Dunddin, Auxiliary £ Sydney, Armidale, Port Augusta,
Perth, anl Auckbind. Oun the Fpistle side—The Archbishops of
Melbourne and Wellington, the Bishops of Goulburn, Bathurst,
Wilcaunia, and Griafton, the Coadjutor-Bishops of Sandhurst, Goul-
burn, and Maitlund, amd Very Rev. Fr, Dauhdah.  Beveral of the
permanent rectors xat behind the pr.lares.

The celebrant of the Ponrtifical Mass was the Most Rev. Dr,
Corbett, who possesses 2 rich volce of much volume, which could be
distinetly heard in every purt of the greai bailling,  And how fitting
wus thil hymn takenup by thedistant choiron such a day, when glory
was, indedd, being given to God en hivh !

It had been printed en the order of the ceremonies of the day
that the serinon wonhl follow the first Gospel, but that arrange-
ment was departed from. Paselr g on to the © Preface,” how bean-
tdul and soul-stirring are the words immediately preceding that
prand sonl-inspiring hymn reseinbling, as it does, some of those
composed by the » Angelic Dovter " (5t. Thomas Aquinas), of
whomn a famous writer says that “even ina single antiphon the
sint unlecks waele abyssos of Seripture,” and adds thas * his com-
po-irions are more hike angelic wmusie, made audible to human ears
tian more poetry of earth.’ Tlen come these magnetic words
sdureum Corda 1" (Litt up your hearts), and instantly came forth
*he response, * T ibemus ad Doninun ™ (We have lifted them up to
ths Lovd). The * Sancins ™ husher the vast congregation into deep
stience, and from that moment until the awful words of consecra-
tien are pronounczed, and the poople are given the opprrtunity of
looking upon the Urneified One. face to lace at the ** Elevation,” not o
wmovewent is heard, all pouring torth praie, supplication, and
thanksgiving to the = Great White Throne.”  And after the “ Agnus
Dei,” how scothing is the sight ot the prelates and prieste giving
the ki-g of peace (“pax vobia’) tu cach other, after the custom of
the Tast, by placing both houds on the shoulders of the recipient |

After the Commanion the Cariinal deliversd the opening sermoen.,

TUL CARDINAL'S DIsCOURSE,

“ et God arise, and let tis onemies be scattered, and let them
that hte Him fiee fron boefore Llis face. God is wenderful in His
apints ; the (dod of Israel is He who will give power and streagth
to His puople. Bless d bo God.” (First and last verse of v7th
Pealm.)

to Quality and the world is ull of Cheap Things,
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The heavens proclaim the glory of the Moet High. The firma-
ment, with its countless gems ot Light, the sun in the brightness of
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