
Mb.T.D. Sullivan,noting that theDublinInde-
pendentasks for anew song for popularusein the
coming centennial of '<JS, says :— "Ithink it a
great pity that there is not in the Irish book-

market a selectionfrom the songs of RobertDwyer Joyce in aneat
and handy volume,price not more than one shilling— forat any*
thing beyond that price Ibelieve there iB nochanceof apaying
sale for an Irish nationalist publication. Joyce sought to utilise
the old, imperfect, and somotimes worse than rude folk songs of
IrelandasBurns hadavailedof the gems and gold embeddedina
similar stratum of Scottish literature. He took a number of little
known compositions, the outputof a rough time, the work of un-
cultured, though in many cases poetically gifted, men,andshaping
them, polishing them, and fitting them inwith brilliantworkof hie

ThePharmacy Bill, which is being introduced by
the Hon. W. C. Walker, is a measure of consider-
able interest to the general public. The main
object of theBill appears tobe to provide for the

establishment of a Pharmaceutical Society for the colony,and to
introduce a number of restrictive provisions which shall make
admission to the ranks of the registeredchemists amatterof greater
difficulty thanitis atpresent. By section 4 all persons who at the
commencementof this Act are duly registered as pharmaceutical
chemists under "The Pharmacy Act, 18S0," and all persons who
thereafterare duly registeredaspharmaceuticalchemists under this
Act, aredeclared to be a body corporate under the nameof

"
The

Pharmaceutical Society of New Zealand." The affairs of the
Society are to be managedand controlled by a board, to be elected
under the provisions of this Act, and to be called " The Pharmacy
Boardof New Zealand,"and the existingPharmacy Board is to be
deemed the first boardappointedunder this Act. Itis the duty of
the boardfrom time to time tocause thenames of all duly qualified
persons to be registered in a book to be kept by the
board for that purpose, and to be called "The Pharmaceu-
tical Register of New Zealand," and if any registered
chemist is convicted of any offence vhich in the opinion of a
majority of all themembers of the Board renders him unfit to be
on theregister, theBoard has power toremove his name therefrom.
Hitherto the only qualificationrequired of a candidate for admis-
sion as a registeredchemist was that he should have passed the
prescribed examinationsin materia medica, botany, chemistry and
pharmacy,butfor the futurenocandidate will be admitted unless
hehas inadditionserved for at least three years under articles of
apprenticeship as the apprenticeof a registered chemist keeping
open Bhop for the compounding and dispensing of prescriptions.
This will press hardly on candidates who are now studying for
chemists, but allowance is made for them to the extent of provid-
ing that apprenticeshipshall not be necessary in the case of any
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person whopasses theprescribedexaminationsonorbefore thefirst
of July,1899. Theprovisionrequiring apprenticeshipis obviously
intended to restrict the number of applicants for registrationas
chemists and to make the calling as far as possible "a close
borough." We note that the Premier has expressedseriousdoubts
as to thepossibility of getting themeasurethrough this session, but
its promoters are very determined, andevenif it fails topass this
session itis practically certain thatnext session at least itwillfind
aplaceuponthe Statute Book.

migration fromIreland to America and theBritish colonies from
lE4O to1888 numbered 4,661,000. That fact alone accounts for the
apparent drop in the relative proportionof Catholics to the rest of
thepopulationif Ireland be takenintothecalculation. As amatter
of fact,however, the Cardinal's statementreferred only to England,
and there was no reason at all why Ireland should have been
brought into the question. Mr.Hughes' letter was promptly taken
up by the Rev.Father O'Doherty, who, after showing the hopeless
confusion inwhich the writer gets involvedin his"statistics," con-
cludes by making the followingchallenge :—":

— "
The AnglicanBishop

of Ballarat once disputed Cardinal Vaughan's testimony on this
same subject of Anglican converts to Catholicism. Itook the
liberty of proposing that we should count heads,beginning withI
the clerical converts, subjectonly to suchconditions as would ensure
the genuine charaoter of each convert, whether to Anglicanism or
Catholicism. On the same conditions Ipropose to name25 genuine
clerical converts for every one Mr.Hughes can name. IfIfail to
name 25 for his oneIshall contribute £~>o to any non-sectarian
charityyou,Sir,may mention, andif he fails tonameone for every
25Iname, thenItake leave to propose that he pay £50 to a like
charity. When we have got through the list of clericalconverts
wecan takeup the lay list." Mr.Hughes repliedina very lengthy
communication, but carefully ignored Father O'Doherty's very
awkwardoffer. In the courseof his letter he remarkedthat "one
verysignificant feature of

'
converts to Rome

'
is the paucity of

intellect shown amongst them since 1870." Whereupon Father
O'Doherty makes the following additional challenge :—":

— "
Ileave

fair-mindedmen todraw their ownconclusions fromhis unwilling-
ness to have a practical solution of the convert difficulty by
countingheads. But Iam anxious to give him another chance.
Manyof the converts from Anglicanism donot come uptohis high
intellectual standard. Well, Iundertake to subscribe £50 to any

.tton-sect&rian charity you,sir, may mention, if he can name one
teligious or theological work, written, compiled, or edited by a
clericalconvert from Catholicism for every fifty such works thatI
shallnameby convertsfrom Anglicanism. This should be aneasy
task toone whocanreferso jauntily to all the great authoritieson
statistics. Further,Ishall give the sum mentioned if he can prove
one pecuniary sacrifice to the amount of £5, by clerical converts
from Catholicism, for every pecuniary sacrifice to the amount of
£1000 thatIshall prove for clerical converts ifrom Anglicanism.
When weare done with the clerical list,Iam quite willing to take
up the lay list,and contrast the literary work and heroic sacrifices
of lay converts to Catholicism wiih those of converts to Angli-
canism. Itrust Mr. Hughes will agree withme that this puts the
whole matter into a nutshell." Father O'Doherty certainly offers
very heavy odds,andif the Anglican representative has any confi-
denceatall inhis positionhehas a splendid opportunity for show-
it. We areverymuch afraid, however, that Mr.Hughes will con-
tenthimself with a vain and useless juggling with "statistics,"
and that Father O'Doherty's plainand practical challenge willbe
discreetly ignored.

The present land laws of New Zealand are the
outcome of a genuine attempt to carry out the
principle of

"
the land for the people,"and there

canbe little doubt that,under the"free selection"
system the acquirement of land is made as easy
as legislation can possibly make it for even the

poorest settler. Would-be settlers are, however,often in a diffi-
culty and are sometimes prevented from taking advantage of the
systemby ignorance or doubt as to the regulations and formalities
to be complied with in order to bring them into the position of
being actual applicants for the land. On this point the last
number of the Labour Journal just to hand has an interesting
article, in which plain practical directions are given tointending
selectorsas to theproper way togo about the work of selectingthe
land. As the matter is one of verypracticalinterest to many we
reproducethemost importantof the directionsgiven :—l.:

—
1. Applyto

theCommissioner of Crown Lands either at Auckland,Napier,New
Plymouth, Wellington, Nelson, Blenheim, Hokitika, Christchurch,
Dunedin, or Invercargill for a "Land Guide

"
for the district in

which the landis required. This will be given or sent free. The
Commissioner will also show maps of all land in the market.
2. (a.) Turn up the first two sheets of the "LandGuide," where
will be found particulars of the different systems of acquiring
land, and decide which system will suit you. (J.) Then search
further in the"LandGuide

"
for landavailableunder that system,

(c.) Note carefully the block and section number and the district
and area of the land you require. 3. Inquire personally or by
letter from theCommissioner of Crown Lands for the provincial
district inwhich such land is situated as to whether or not such
land is still available,and ask for amap showing the positionand
descriptionof the land ; also ask for a formof application for such
land. These will all be supplied without charge. 4. Make all
possible inquiries as to the suitability of the land required, andalso, if possible, see it personally. This is strongly urged, as dis-
appointment and money may perhaps be saved by so doing.
.">. Having finally fixed upon suitable land,make applicationfor it
at once (on the form mentionedinparagraph 3,above)to theCom-
missioner ofCrown Lands for the provincial district inwhich the
landis situated,but be sure that yourname is plainly written in
full thereon, and that the declaration required has been made
before a Justice of thePeace,and also that the agreement at the
back of the form, to the effect that youwillpay the deposit as
requiredtherein,has been signed. The application will be treated
as informal without the agreement or declaration. 6. Inquire on
the day after putting in your application, or on the day after
which the land is first openedfor sale, as to whether youareor are
not the only applicant. Ifyouare the onlyapplicant, eitherattend
personally or by your agent at the nextmeetingof theLandBoard
after your applicationhas beenmade to theCommissioner, as it will
then be dealt with. If you are not the only applicant, appear
personally or by your agent at theLandOffice on the day fixedfor
the ballot,when you can draw for choice. At this stage of the
proceedings you must be prepared to pay the necessary deposit;
and if you omit or are unable to do so your applicationwill be
incomplete,and the LandBoardmay proceed to grant the land to
another applicant without further notice. The date and time of
themeeting of the LandBoard canbe ascertainedonapplication to
theCommisbioner. 7. The amount of the depositcanbe ascertained
by referring to the first few pages of the "Land Guide," under
theheading of the system on which theland youapply for is to be
sold or leased;and all other necessaryparticularswill be found
therein.
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