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pilgrims and soldiers of Christ, St. Bernard attests that the Irizh
misgionaries poured like a rnshing torrent on the Europoun nations.
A _modern writer, thongh bitterly hostile to the Cotholic Church, is,
etheless, filled with enthusinsm contemplating what he styles
“'the endless flood of self-denying and devoted men who were pouring
out of the Celtic churches, and carrying the Gospel from the north
to every point at which European hesthendom could be resched.
even up to and over the Alps themselves.” (festa Dei por Eranrees
became a proverbial expression in the nge of the crusaders,  In thave
earlier agen of the spiritual crusade, 'esta Ded per 1o raes and the
eulogy of the missonary heroes, on whom Bi. Patrick had set the
seal of his apostolate resounded through every fairest distriet of
Europe. An eloguent Freuch Dishop, Moenseigenur Dhupanloup, in
one of his beautitul discourses on Treund, does not hesitate to say :
% Verily, the nations of Europeand humanity itself, have just reason
to be proud of the Irish race. I kinow no people,” he adds, ** around
whom their patriotiem, their pure morals, the couragcous faith,
their unconquerable fidelity, their bravery, their ardour, whose
mission is conguest and eivilisation, their disinterestedness, their
patient endurance of wrong, their poetry, their cloquence, and all
those noble gualities, ever elevated, never cast down, exalted and
crowned by misfortune, have thrown a halo more captivating and
more sorrowful.” And then he tells us that it was Ireland’s
mission ‘to preach the Gospel to the infidel : to resnimate
Christians crushed under barbarian invasicns; to arouse to noble-
ness degenerate souls; to raise up powerful races; to rekindle the
extinguishing torch of arts and letters to carry everywhere the
light of science and of faith,” Another no less eluquent writer to
whom 1 have already referred, the iliustrious Montalembert, cries
out : “ It has been with me for some years a sonrce of wonder why
8o little is known, even by scholarly men, of the great debt which
many of the nations of Europe owe to Ireland for the priceless gift
of Christianity.” He eulogises the Ivish missionaries in that where-
ever they planted the cross, new centres of piety sprang up, great
monasteries aross, various cther institutions were organised, and
fidelity to the Church took permanent root.,” He adds that in the
Irish schools * there were trained an entire population of philoso-
phers, of writers, of architects, of carvers, of painters, of eali-
graphers, of musicians, of poets and historians ; but, abeve all, of
missionaries destined to spread the light of the Gospel and of
Christian education throughout Lurope, Thus sprung up those
armies of saints who were mors numerous, more national, more
popular, and, it must he added, more marvellous in Ireland than in
any other Christian land.
THE MARTYR NATION OF HOLY CHURCIL
Bright was the renown thus won by Ireland amonyg the nations
of Europe during the ages of her missionary fruitfulness. We sce
her saluted by a grateful Christendom as a lamp of wisdom, o pharos
of science, an ark of civilisation, a garden of sanctity, a hive uf mis-
sionaries, 2 home of sares, an island of Saints, Oune wreath was yet
wanting to her triumph, one peerless gem should be added to her
erown. The red ro<e distincrive of maetyrdom was yet to bloom and
shed its fragrance in that gardea ot Gogd. and freland wa- to bocome
the Mother of Martyrs, the Martyr Nation of Holy Cnnreh In the
mysterious ways of God. some of Lhe mest favoured Churches of the
early ages forfeited the Sacred inheritance of the faith, Syra amd
the Kast, lit up by the sunctity and cloquence of the Dasils, avd
Gregories, and Chryso~toma, were devastated by the daricens and
lost the faith, and have been for a thousand years sulsmergel 1 the
depths and darkness of superstition. Alexandrin anl Alrnee.
adorned by the genius and learning of Origen and Athanasivs, of
Cyprian and Augustine. were lost to the Chureh through the in-
vasion of Genseric and his Vandal hordes. Yet Ireland was< privi-
leged never to forfeit her prized inheritanee, and the Light of Divine
Faith shines as brightly to-day on her green hulls and valleys s 1t
did in the days of 5t. l'atrick. Sowmeone perchance may say that no
Saracen hordes landed on the const of Ireland, and {hal no {yrant
like Genseric steeped his sword in Irish blood. Would thut it were
80. But to the plory of {rod Le it conlessed that no Church of As
no Church of Afriea, no Church of any laud has been overwhelmed
with a fiercer persecution than that which for centarics swept over
Ireland, and which Irish faith bravely met and cosquered. When
the storm of heresy was stirred up by the arts of Sutun and the pride
of false teachers and the lust anid greed of tyrant ruler- in the 16th
century, Scotland and England, Norway, Sweden, Denmark and a
great part of Germany, were torn away from the Church, Yet, as
Lord Macaulay remarks, ' Alone among the northern nution=, Irc-
land adhered to the ancient faith,” For 300 years all the terrors
and cruelty of the 10 general porsecutions were renewed throuuh the
length and breadth of Ireland. To the sword of Henry VLI and
Elizabeth succeeded the confiscations under the Stuarts, aml then
came the deluge of desolation and destruction under the Puritan
Commonwealth. An eye-witncss of the sufferings of Ireland in
those days cries out : * All the cruelty inflicted on the city of Rume
by Nero and Attila, by the Greeks on Troy, by the Moors on Spain,
by Vespasian on Jerusalem, all has been inflicted on Ireland by the
Puritans,” And that bitter agony was perpetuated by the Penal
Laws, which have been so fitly described as ¢ a complete systemn. a
machine of wise and elaborate contrivance, and as well fitted for the
oppression, impoverishment, and degradation of a people, and the
debasement in them of human natore itself, as ever procecded from
the perverted ingenuity of man,” The moss-grown ruing which you
meet on every side as you travel through Ireland, the broken arches,
the ivy-clad towers, are abiding records of the work of destruction of
sanctuary and of cloister so recklessly carried on.  Yet was not the
light, of Ireland’s faith-ostinguishicd, nor quenched the ardonr of her
piety. The faithful people. driven irom the altars of their fathers
worchipped in the sand-pits aud the boes and mountaive. Devolald
bishops and priests were ever with them, and took refuge in the
caves of the earth, or at times in the very sepulchres of their
ancestors. The whole nation treaded the dolorous way of the cross
and drank to the very dregs the cup of humiliations and sufferings.

It would seem as if a nid the terrible scenea which brought the lost
century to a close, the Lrish Church was to be for ever consigned to
the tomb. And yet throuwh the mercitnl dispositions of Providence
we pre witnesses to-day ithat al! those humilintions and sorrows and
sufferings have beon tollowel by a resurrection glorious, resplen-
dent, aml destined, wa trust, to be immnrtal, We are accustomed
to prize things accovding to their cost.  The price we pay betokens
the velae we set on the article which we parchase. At what price
dul the Iivish Catholics prescrve the inheritance of the Catholio
Faith ! 1Tome and lomd- o't~ and schools, eulightenment and
edus tion, <1l hope of  nthly wlvaneonony and prosperity, every-
thing that the world Lokl dear was sacrifice L. The whole people
offvred tiem-elves 1y exile o to shed their Blood.  Tensof thousands
of marvyrs wave their Iives, bt they would not surrender their faith,
1f the prass is groen on Erin's hille, if the triple leaf of the little
shamrock yet aparkles in the morning dow, it is that the roota are
nourished by the blood of martyrs, and it haa heen well said that the
very dust on which you tread in holy Ireland is the dust of saints.
The accurate historiau, Mr. Matthew O’Connor, writes that “ the
ardent zeal, the fortitude and calm resignation of the Catholic
clerpy durmg this direful persecution, might stand a comparison
with the constancy of Chrisvians during the first apes of the Church,
Socner than abandon their flocks albegether, they fled from the com-
munion of men, concenleld themeelves in woods and caverns. from
whenee they issued, whenever the pursuit of their enemies abated,
to preach to the people, to comfort them in their aflictions, to
encourage them in their trial~; their hannts were objects of indefati-
gable search ; bloodhounds, the last device of human cruelly, were
employcd for the parpose, and the same price was set on the head of
@ priest as on that of a wolf.,” Another later historian styles the
persecution to which Ireland was subjected, “the most extermi-
nating attack ever endurad by a Christian Churech. The fanatical
followers of Mahomet, in the seventh century, propagated their faith
by the sword ; but the hordes of Cromwell abandoned the attermpt
to male the Irish converts, and turned all their energies to blotting
out Catholicity in Ireland by the destruction of the Irish race; the
Trish were recognised as ineradicably Catholie, and were slain or
banished to wildernesses where it was believed they must become
extiner,” And then he applies to Ircland’'s martyred priests the
words of a venerable writer : - Let us sirew a fow flowers on the
tombs of our martyrs. Hail, venerable priests of the Roman Catholie
Church, O glorious confessor of our Gad and His Christ, to whom it
was given not only to belicve in Him but also to wnffer for ITim ; you
who eadared =0 moch ignoming. who as exiles srod the narrow way
of the Crows amidst the applause ¢k heaven and the wonder of the
carth, behold de at your fect. flow Leautifal are the feet of those
who were witnesses to Gold evea utto the ends of the earth! And
you, who, conlemning the tearpest and the swellinge waves, ceased
not intrepudly to east your net~ you whe, placed as it were in the
flery turnance, eontinuad to bless God. to do good to men. to guard
your flucks. you. burning and :hivme light<. who. when you might
ne Jonger be ax a heht placed on w candlestick to thime to all in the
honee, sotight to gather as many a~ you michs under the hushel
where you were holdon s «aered leaven whicl: preserved the whole
Body Lo enrnption. yow ble ~od it to whom tho lord
cave spirit oF Botofe eadoarwes in the mdst of dangers, hail ! troe
sollers ol Cha U 1Ll holy pricsts, worthy of honour,  Praise
bes to ol Wha noove 1o yos L oas viceny, throueh Christ our Lord,
tappy pereaniion wineh Lrousht you such o reward.  Happy
prisous tovenuh wnlch yow reached thie heavenly pilaces ! Happy
death whireh vave you cternal hife,” Ok trom those harrowing

seenes of perscention may we no% 1Lt up our thoughts to the courts of
[feaven '

I« there w be found there wround the gelden throne of
=aed Loed, ponone numereus or brichter band of glorions
vrsaml heroic confes ot of the Faith than these, who have
Patrvick for therr leader, and may we not rest assured

t.
jeyously they woar their palms of victory. aswociated with their
Apo-tle in the thinwph of our holy fuith mn the cerenony at which
weassiat hme to-day !

THE WAL WALLD BY 1S PROTLETANT PROSELYTISERS,

There wa~ tme other phase of per-ecutlion to which I have not
recet el atdd whoaeh mevortin less had an intonsity and bitserness and
hamiliation all it~ own.  Tlas was the persecution earried on by the
proselytisers. the relontless war waped by thoe wealth and intrigues
ol Thotedan T+ avain=b tho-¢ who wore poor and famine-stricken
in ihe oll laud. 1 will allow an Irish prefate of the United Btates
to toll the vesidt ot the confliet, In the year 1561 ihe Bishop of
Pitt-bure thus wrote . Upon the partial abandoranent of this form
of oppression Copen persecution), a system of proselytism was adopted,
and 13 yet in full vigour (for it hins Lecome an institution, and the
best-supported institution in treland). which, by bribes to the high
and the low. appeals to cvery hase instinet to draw men away from
the faith, Yet neither confi=cation of property, nor famine, nor
disgrace. nor death in ils wmost hideous forms, could make Ireland
waver in that faith which our fovefathers recvived from St. Patrick.
The rich allewed thelr property to be torn from them, and they
willingly becauine poor ; the pour bore hunyrer and all other conse-
quences of wretchod poverty ; amd thougl every earthly good was
arrayul temporarily hefore them, they scorned to purchase comfort
at o price of apostacy. Tharing the four years from 1846 to 1854,
nearly two milliens ather peri-held from hunger or its attendant
pestalence, or were forced to leave their native land to escape both.,
In the mit-¢ of the dead and the dyine prosclytisers showed them-
selves everywhere, well provided with food and money and Bibles,
amd everyone of the safferers telt. and was made to feel, that all his
sufferivgs micht have heen spaved had he been willing to barter his
faith for bLread.,  Yob the masses conld bear hunger and face
pestilenee, or Hy from thewr native Iaud 5 but they would not cat the
bread of apostacy.  They died or they Hed, but they clung to the
faitlh, Tn vain, ! thmk will lostory be searched for another
example of sneh vast nwmbers, ceneration afier generation, ealmly,
silently facing an unhononied death, withoat any support on earth
but the approving voice of conzvicnee,”

“QET ON TIIR RQTE, YOUNG MAN; GET ON TIL SOTILY
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