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IT SET °HIM THINKING.

A story told by a pood-natured Anglican parson has the merit
(snys the .dee Mariu), of injectivg a Mttle humor into the dreary
dispute about Orders. He was riding one day ina jnunting-car near
the Lakes of Kiliarncy, whose famous echaes sometinies repeat a
sound as many s cight times. WishinT t0 ¥ take a rise out of the
driver,” the clergyman said - ** Do you know, Pat, that there are none
but Protestant echoes here § "—* No, sir, I niver h'ard it ; and I doen't
believe it aither,” was the reply, *Well, you shall hear it very
soon,” gaid the Anglican. Arriving at a favorable spot, he called
out softly, raising his voice to a lyad pitch on the last word : “ Do
you believe in Pro Nono " and the echoe replied: * Nu, nol Ko,
no! XNo, no!” Pat was delighted ab the joke; and, rubbing his
hands gleefully, saild: * Bulal, whin { drive one of the rael clarey
here, won's T have the sport oat ol hial”  And the pursun began to
refleet on the validity of Lis Orlers.

THE EVOLUTION O DOXEEYS.

In a smail town in North Wales the town clerk and the local
auctioncer et in a public hense at Christbma~-tide. They were
baving n quict chat, when the anctioneer espied Pat pass hy.

Thinking he could bave a joke at Pat’y expense, he called him
in and said ;—

“They tell me, Pat. you are grol at conundrums,”

* Shure, I'll have o flop at one.” said Dat.

“ Can you cell mo,” said the auctioneer, - how there are so many
more donkeys in Egypt than in Wales ! ™

“I can easily answer that” said Pat. “In Toypt they let
them be donkeys for over, while in Wales they make auctioneers
of them.”

Collapse of auctioneer,

Betence Potes.

>

PREPARATIONS FOR THE NEXT ECLIPSE.

THE principal English astronomers have now meopped out their
stations for the eclipse of January noxt along the line of totality
crossing India in a south-westerly direction. 1t is desirable for the
proper record of the phenomena, that the observations should be
approximately continuous, so us to be reciprocally complementary,
Bir J. Norman FLockyer and Mr. Fowler will establish themselves at
Ratragore en the west coast, The Astronomer Royal, Dr. Commeon,
and Professor Turner will take up their position at a point where
one of the two prinsipal railways from Bombay to Poona is crossed
by the shadow track, and Professor Newnll will station himself at
Wardha, where, with a large spectroscope, he will seek to sstimate
the rotation of the coroma by the spectro~copic displacement of its
lines,

THE BURNING TRID 01 INDIA.

There has lately been addel to the collection of planis at the
botanic gardens at Madras, India, a specimen of a ~irange tree.
writes an Tast Indian correspoudent to Taudon, Itis in size searcely
more than & bush. but ether individuais of 165 <pecios are known to
bave attaired, in their habitat in the [Tmalaya~, Barwmah and the
Malacen Penmsula, the dimensions of a larye trec. from filty to
seventy-five feet in height, The Madras specimen 1 «urrounded by
a strony railing which bears the sizn:  “Dangerons : all persons
are forb dden to tonch the leaves or branches of this tree,” It iz,
therefore, a forbidden tree in the midst of the garden, but no one is
tempted to touch it, for it 1s known to be a ** burning tree.” This
namwe iz & misnomer, for the tree stinga rather than burns, lleneath
the leaves there are stings comparable to those of netiles, which,
when touched, picrce the skin and scerete a fluid which certainly
has a burning effect. The sting leaves no outward sirn, but the
sensation of pain cxists sometimes for mouths, anl 1s especially
keen on damp days, or when the pluce which has heen wounded is
plunged in water. The mnabtives in the part of Burmah
where this free grows are in such  torror ol it that they
fly when they percvive the peeunliar odour which it evhales. If
they bappen to touch it. they fall on the ground and roll ever and
over on the earth with shrieks,  Dous touched by 1t yelp and ran,
biting and tearing the part of the body which has been touched. A
horse which had been in eontact with & burting tree ran like a mad
thing, bitinx everything and everybody that it conld reach. A
misgionary at Mandalay, who investigated o leaf of the plant with
his forefinger, suffered agony for several weeks and for ten mouths
felt occasional pains in his finger.

THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE AT LAST.

If the accounts in the New York 7vdwne of Dr. Tuimens's
ruccess in converling silver mio gold should e substantinted by
farther inguiry, the [4th century may bo-t, as itserowning achieve-
ment, of having realised the viiens of medieval alehemy in ity
search for the phulosopher's stone.  Tne discovercr of the prociss, a
trained chemit, has minco April deposited in tbhe Assny OlRee of New
York zeven ingots, weizhing [rom soven to 17 ounces each. which
have been examined and reported on by experts. They are declared
to consist of o mivture of wold and silver, and to eontain fromn two-
thirds to three-fifths of the foimer, while Dy, Bmmens avers that
practically the only material used in their production was a quantity
of Mexican dollars, containing an alloy of a tenth of copper, but no
gold. This mixture le finds 11 some way (o facililate the process of
conversion, the agent of which is encrmous mechnmen! pressure. Of
course until the process is conducinl under the eyes ol disintere-ted
witnesses its genuineness cannot be aceepted ws proved, since as yet
we have only the diseoverer's ey drv et to vouch for it, but it is, in
any case, an interesting subject of speculation. A pressure of 250
tons to the square inch, which Do lnmwmena hopes to raise to 300, is
exarcised for 10 days or a week at a time, in what he calls a  force

engine.” Faint flecks and streaks of yellow first appear in the white
metal, until the former becomes the prevailing colour, and there isa
stage of the process in which he considers it to form an intermediate
substance which he calls argentaurum, When the final transmuta-
tion takes place this snbstance disappears, and the percentage that is
not transformed into gold reverts to its original state of pure silver,
Gold weuld thus he shown to be only a condensed form of silver, a
supposition in which there is no inherent impossibility. The two
sahstances are in one sense closely connected, and are placed by
Professor Mendcleef in a class, comprising also sodinm and copper,
between the members of which a certain relationship is established
by the ratio between the figures representing their atomic weights,
There is, however, 3 gap in the series between gold and silver, and
Dr. Ermens conjectures, although it remains to be experimentaliy
investigated, that his intermedinte metal. argentanruin, may supply
the missing link in the chaun, Up 1o the prosent he has only suce
ceeded in transmuting five or six ources of metalas a time, but with
a greater number of machines of courw the gquautity treated conld
be increased,  Another importunt point ax to which we have no in-
formation, is the cosl of the process. An esceniial distinction
betweon the two metals fs shown by the differeuce of their chemical
affinities, or power of entering into combination with other sub-
gtances,

For Dur Poung WBeaders.

LE3S0XS IN PHYSIOLOGY.

T#E following is an old rhyme which has assisted mauy hoys and
girla to locate and remember the bones in the human hody :

How many bones in the human face ?
Fourteen when they're all in place,

How many bones in the human head ¢
Liight, my child, as I've often said,

How many bones ip the human ear 7
Four in each, and they help to hear.

How many bonms in the human spine |
Twenty-four, like a climbing vine.

How many bones in the human chest !
Twenty-tour nbs and two for the rest,

How many bones in the shoulders bind !
Two in ench—one before, one behind,

How many bones in the haman arm?
In each arm one : two in each forearm,

How many bones in the kuman wrist?
Bight in eoch if none are missed.

How many bones in the palm of the hand !
Five in each, with many a band,

Mow many bores in the fingers ten !
Twenty-vight, and by joints they bemd,

How mary bones in the human hip?
One in each, like o dish they dip.

Tow many bones in the human thigh ?
One in each, and deep they lie,

How many bones in the human knees !
Oue in cach—the kneepan, plea-c.

- How many bones in the log fom the hnee !
Twoan exch, wo ean plaiuly see.

TTow many bones in the anlle strong ?
Beven in each, but none is long.

How 1any bones in the ball of the foob?
Five in each, as the palius were pus,

ITew many bones in the tocs—haalf a reore?
Twenty-vigat, and there are ne more,

And now altogethor these many bones wait,
And they count in a body two handred and eighi,

And then we have in the human month,
O upper and under, thirty-two teeth.
"
Aud now and then have n hone, Would think,
That torms on a joint or to fill it Clunk—
A sesamold hone or o wormian we call.
And now we mnay rest, lor wa've Lold them il

FELI-ATADE MDY, .

Columbus was w wenver,  Franklin was a journeyinan prinfer
Pope Sixtus V. vas einployed in keopng swine.  Burns was aplongh-
man. Asop wasa slave. Homer was a Gpogar,  Danel Defoe w, s
apprenticed to a hosier.  Dewo-thenes wad the san of a cutler, whils
Virgil was the son of a beker, Ben Jon-ou was a bricklayer,
Ceovantes was a eommon scldier.  Gufford and Dloemliell, posts,
were shoemakers, Delnuni was the son of o Tarbur, Hackstony



