
"
Ican easily answer that," said Pat. '■In Egypt they let

them be donkeys for ever, while in Wales they make auctioneers
of them."

Collapse of auctioneer.

Ina small town in North AVales tho town clerk and the local
auctioneer met in a public hou.-e at Christmas-tide. They were
having aquietchat, whenthe auctioneer espied Patp.iss by.

Thinking he could have a jokeat Pat's expense, he called him
inandsaid :—:

—"They tellme, Pat. you aregooJ at conundrums."'"Shure,I'll havea flop at one,"said Pat."
Can you cell mo," said the auctioneer, ■"how therearesomany

moredonkeys in Egypt than in Wales /
"

Science Notes.
PREPARATIONSFOR THENEXT ECLIPSE.

The principal English astronomers have now mopped out their
stations for the eclipseof January next along the line of totality
Grossing Indiain a south-westerlydirection. Itis desirable for theproper record of thephenomena, that the observations should be
approximatelycontinuous, so as to be reciprocally complementary.
Sir J. Norman Lockyer and Mr. Fowler will establish themselves at
Ratnagoreon the west coast. The AstronomerRoyal, Dr. Common,
and Professor Turner will take up their position at a point where
one of the two principal railways from Bombay to Poonais crossed
by the shadow track,and Professor Newall will stationhimself atWardha, where,with a large spectroscope, he will seek to estimate
the rotationof the corona by the spectroscopic displacementof its
lines.

THE BURNINGTREE OV INDIA
There has lately been adde1 to the collection of plants at the

botanic gardens at Madras. India, a specimenof a strange tree,
writesanEast Indiancorrespondent to London. It is insize .scarcely
more thanabush, but other individuals of its speciesn.ro known to
haveattained, in their habitat in the H'malaya,-, Bjrmahand the
Malacca Peninsula, the dimensions of a large tree, from fifty to
seventy-five feet in height. The Madras specimen issurrounded by
a strong railing which bears the sii>n : '-Dangerous: all persons
are forb dden to touch tho leaves or branches of this tree." Iti?,
therefore,a forbidden tree in the midst of the garden, but no one is
tempted to touch it,for it isknown to be a "'

burning tree." This
name is a misnomer, for the treestings rather than burns, Beneath
the leaves there are stings comparable to those of nettles, which,
when touched, pierce the skin and secrete a fluid which certainly
has a burning effect. The sting leavesno outward sign, but the
sensation of pain exists sometimes for months, an1 is especially
keenon damp days, or when the place which has been wounded is
plunged in water. The natives in the part of Burmah
where this tree grows are in such terror oi it that they
fly when they perceive th>) peculiar odour which it exhales. If
they happen to touch it. they fallon the ground and roll over and
over on the earth withshrieks. Do\'s touched by it yelp and run.
bitingand tearing the part of the bo-ly whichhasbiv'n touched. A
horse which had been in contact with aburning tree ranliko a mad
thing, biting everything and everybodj' that it could reach. A
missionary at Mandalay, who investigated a leaf of the plant with
his forefinger, suffered agony for several weeksand for ten months
felt occasional painsin his finger.

Tin: philosopher's stone at laht.
If the accounts in the New York Tnhunr of Dr. Emtncns's

success inconverting siher into tjold should be substantiated by
further inquiry, the Wth centurymayIjoi-t, a,-, its crowning achieve-
ment, of having realised the visions oc medieval alchemy in its
search for the philosopher* stone. Tne discoverer of the process, a
trainedchemist, has since April dcpo-iteJ in the jKsay Office of New
York seven ingots, weighing froms-oven to 17 ounces each, which
havebeen examined andreportedon by experts. They are declared
to consist of amixture of goldandsihe>\ and to contain from two-
thirds to three-fifths of the fOlf01mer, while Dr,Emmuiis avers that
practically the onlymaterial used in theirproduction wasa quantity
of Mexicandollars, containing analloy of a tenth of copper, but no
gold. This mixture he finds m some way to iaoilitatethe process of
conversion, the agent of which isenormousmechanical pressure. Of
course until theprocess is conducted under the eyesot disinterested
witnesses its genuineness cannot be acceptedas proved, since as yet
wehave only the discoverer's tj/*r<h.i it to vouch for it, but itis, in
any case, an interesting subject of speculation. A pressure of 2M
tons to the square inch, which l)c.hnunens hopes to raise to MOO. is
exercisedfor 10days or a weekat a time, in what ho calls a "force

LESSONS INPHYSIOLOGY.
The following is anold rhyme which has assisted manyboys and
girls to locate andrememberthebones in thehumanbody;

Howmanybones in thehuman face ?
Fourteenwhen they're all inplace.
How many bones in thehuman head 1
Eight,my child, as I'veoften said.

Howmany bones in thehuman ear?
Fourin each,and they help tohear.

[ Howmany bones in thehuman spine '/
Twenty-four, like a climbing vine.

How many bones inthehuman chest1
Twenty-four ribs and two for the rest.
How many hones in the shouldersbind 7
Two ineach—

one before) onebehind.
How many bones in the human arm?
Ineach arm one:two in eaoh forearm)

How many bones in thehuman wrist1
Eight in eoch if nonearemissed.

How many bonesin thepalm of the hand ?
Five in each,with many a band.

How many bones in the fingers ten1
Twenty-eight, andby joints they bend.

How many bones in the humanhip ?
One ineach, like a dishthey dip.
How many bonesin thehuman thigh ?
One in each, anddeep they lie.

Howmany bones in thehuman knees .'
One ineach— the knoepin,please.
How many bones in theh giom theknee ,'
Tw om each,we can plainly see.

How many bones in the ankle strong .'
Sevenin each, butnoneis long.
How many bones in theball of the foot?
Fivein each, as the pulms were put.

How many bones in the toos— half a wore ..11.
1

Twenty-eight, and thurc arenomore.

Andnow altogether thesemany bones wait,
And they count in a body two hundredand ei^ht.
And then we have in thehum inmonth,
Oi upper andunder, thirty-two teoLh.

Andnow and thenhavea bone^^Bfould think,
That forms on a joint or to fill ii|"a<. luak—
A sesamoid. bone or n, wormian we call.
And now we may re-,t, lor we've told them all.

Columbus was a weaver. Kranklin wasa journeyman piinfor
PopeSixtus V. vas employed inkeepingbvy^ne. Burns wasaplough-man. was a slave. Homer was a Iwggar. Daniel Defoe w, s
apprenticed to ahosier. Demosthenes wart tho sonof a cutler, whileVirgil was the son of a baker. Ben Jon-on w,is a bricklayer.Ceovantes was a common .soldier. (rifford and Dloomfield, poets,
were shoemakers. Belzoni was th» sun of a barbu1. Djagkntojuy

ftW ZEALAND tfABLEf.ftriday, ftovemfrer 12, 189?.]

engine." Faint flecks andstreaks of yellow first appear inthewhitemetal,until the former becomes theprevailingcolour, and there isastage of theprocess in whichhe considers it to formanintermediate
substance whichhe calls argentaurum. When the final transmuta-
tion takesplace this substance disappears,and thepercentagethatis
not transformedinto gold reverts to its original stateofpure silver.Goldwould thus be shown tobe only a condensed form of silver,a
supposition in which there is no inherent impossibility. The two
substances are in one sense closely connected, and are placed byProfessor Mendeleef in aclass,comprisingalso sodium and copper,
between themembers of whicha certain relationship is established
by the ratio between the figures representing their atomic weights.There is, however, a gap in the series brtween gold and silver,andDr. Eminons conjectures, although itremains to be experimentally
investigated, that his intermediatemetal, argentaurum, may supply
themissing link m the chain. Up to the present he has only suc-
ceeded in transmuting five or six ounces of metalat atime,but with
a greater number of machines of course the quantity treated could
be increasud. Another importantpoint at to which we have no in-formation, is the cost of the process. An essential distinction
between tho two metals is shown by the diffcreuueoftheirchemicalaffinities, or power of entering into combination withother sub-
stances.

For Our Young Readers.

IT SET HIM THINKING
A story told by a good-natural Anglican parson has the merit

(soys the Are Maria'), of injecting" a littlo humor into the dreary
disputeaboutOrders. He wasrifling oneday ina jaunting-carnear
tho Lakes of Killarnoy, whose famous echoes sometimes repeat a
sound as many as eight times. Wishing to

'"
take a rise out of thedriver," the clergymansaid " '"

Doyouknow, Pat, that there arenonebut Protestant echoes here1 "—""— "No, sir,Iniverhardit;andIdon't
believe it aither," was the reply.

"' Well, you shall hear it very
soon," said the Anglican. Arriving at a favorable spot, he called
out softly, raising his voice toa loud pitchon the las>t word:"Do
you believeinPio Jfoiio.'

"
and the eohoe replied:"'No, no1 No,

noI No, no!" Pat was delighted at the joke;and,rubbing his
hands gleefully,saiJ. :"Bedad, whin Idrive one of the raal clargyhere, won'tIhave tho sport oat oi. hi-n!

"
And theparson began to

reflect on the validity of hi.s Orders.
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