i

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Friday, November 12, 1897,

to captivate the hearts and minds of his listeners. Ie forms into
the inquiry class those who have been, as it were, half convinccd;
that the Catholic Church is the Church of Christ, *“Inguirers’

have come to that state of mind in which they say “1 want to
know more of the tenchings of the Chureh.” To learn the doc-
trines of the Church thoroughly requires both time and atiention.
The missionary’s call to other fields cuts short his tiwe, and his
multifarious duties preveat him from giving the attention to the
inquiry class ihat it demands ; and yet the work of the inquiry
closs is in a sense more important than platform preaching. Who
is there, therefore, that will step into the breach and consecrate
time and atfention to this evangelical work 7 In the economy of
all divine work the Holy Spirit provides the supply or the aemeand.
May we not hope, then, that devoted souls who are fitted by their
epecial knowledge and earnest zeal will be inspired to offer them-
selves for this work! A convert thoroughly instructed in kis
religion often makes the best catechivt, Such a one is generally
very imtelligent, and he js one who has heen over the road and
knows the landmarks, and, therefore, can ordinarily answer the
difficulties and meet the objections of his cathechumens, The
sncient diseipline of the Church provides for a class of lay helpers
that took on themselves these special duties, Why in our modern
work should not ihis urgent need be supplied? We believe that
it is only necessary to voice the want, and the ones adapted for
this speeial want will volunteer for the service. Already we find
o number of the very best young men and women giviog their
time in Bunday schools for the instruction of children. The art of
the Surday school teacher carried to a still greater perfection wil
make the competent catechist,

In the course of his paper on ** The Masses, and the Future of
Religion,” at the youny Men's Socicties Conference, Glasgow, Mr, D,
d. Quinn said that if such o subject were being treated at any bat a
Catholic conference, or by other than Catholics, the freatiment would
b2 objective. Catholics nexd not approach the subject that way.
They cannot change their doctrines to suit the changing whim of
the religious public, Temporising as a religious poliey is fore-
doomed to failure, But thongh Cathelics were preclnded from
considering the subjeet this way, there still remained the question
which might be profitably discusscd of how those outside the
Catholic Church might be best disposed towards it.  History gave a
lesson on the subject, and current events also deserve counisance
There was at the moment the great danger of the Catholic Church
becoming an abject of antipathy to the lubouring class. ¢ wmonly
called the masaes, breanse of the attituwle of certain Catholics to-
wards eertain ecoomonie chanees for which the masses were clamour-
ing.  Telormers wha advoeite nany things permissible and somne
thins« not permissil” s were densane d indiseriminately, with the
result that the mas es reranded the authors of sueh denunciation as
encmies of the worker. Lt weuld be well to have suhjects of this
lnl thorougily discu~ed at thy Young Mea's Socicty meerings
wkere the chaplain would ke pr » nt to reprehend any unwarranted
advecacy, The course of vieitein France. on t'ie other hand, had
weo their lesson. Cathidis should he carefun] not to allow the
Chuich to be regarded by non-Catl olles a~ a mere appatnge of any
political system or any form of wovernment,  Fhey should notallow
it to be thought that the Catholie Chareh vwas or could bevorae the
ereature of any class or natior.  Proces!ls o the paper dircus-¢1 the
prejudices of non-Calholics towards the Catholic Chur.h and mooome-
mended that subjacts like thoe shoald be studied 1y the Youny
Men's Soviety, and that the truth resarline them anl the Churel
should be di-seminate] by menters imon . ¢ those whom they dwly
come in contact with. The publicatiens of the Catholic Truth
Bociety i this conncction woore commeadsd,  Finally, the papuet
considered whetbor the masees had any Q. cided antaronism to
Catholivity as a ceremonial system of relivion, and eomcloded that
this was not so, insancing the cercmouial developiuenis in ihe
Anglican and Presbytorian Churches. which were 1o_anlud by the
mazses with no indilferent or untriendly eye.

TROGRLESS OF TIE CIIURCIL
e

Tz pr¥ent situation of Cathoiiciom in the warld, and the prozvees
of ity conguests durinir Ghe past 29 years, miuy e st aiise] an

foliows, uceonding to e Jlama i—

Previously no CatiMie Lierarehy existed in the §idie, Japan,
RBeotland, or the Danubinn pevacipulities To-d [ AFTCR TETRE PP
Catholies kas inereased, and the huerarchy has Toen e-lobiidel io
these countrics.  The Crtholic Clinrch in these regians T+ the sl
pro-perous condition. Moreover. Les XI1L has reeerUly tous dold th
hierarchy amoaw the Copts.

In Afcica apostolic men

are penetratong farthor aad fartl
every duy into the interivr of the Continert Loando. tue Ut L.
and Zannesi arve evangtlaod, Anstradi now reckons 21 buoshoy wannd
GULOMY Catholics forinprly there were vuly a fow wissonaries,  In
Bonth America and Oveana wisdouaries Goniune to display vhen
zeul,  In the Umited Stales, under the Pontidleate of Leo N1l 2
new diceeses lave been created und 3090 churely s built Ballimore
has bad a national vouavil, and Waskington Las become the seat of
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a universily canonically erected. We arve witnesses of an incrense
in conversios, of the abolition of the Kultur Kampf in Germany,of
the erection of a Catholie-spirited Gove roment in Belgium, and of
the nomination, for the first time, of o Russion representative of the
Holy See.

The Catholic Church lives in a perpetual battle, in which every
duy she gains fresh victories, Many powerful influences may
persecute her and combine for her destruction. but she comes forth
more gloricus from the condiet, and sl persceutions serve but to
make her more faithtfunl,

According to an estimate vnfavouralle to the Catholie Church,
#ince it was made by & Germnn Peotestant, her increase from century
to cenntury las been as follows :—

First century, 500,000 Catholica,

Second century, 2,000,000 Cotholins,

Third century, 5,000,000 Catholics.

Tourth century, 10,000,000 Catholies,

Fifth century, 15,000.009 Cathalics.

Sixth century, 20,000,009 Calholis,

Seventh century, 25,000,001 Catholics,

Eighth centiry, 40,000 000 Catbolics,

Ninth century, 50,000,000 Catliolics,

Tenth century 56,000.000 Catholics.

Eleventh century, 70.000,000 Catholics,

Twelfth century, 80.000,000 Catholies.

Thirteenth century, 3,000,000 Cutholics.

Fourteenth century, 20,600,000 Catholics,

Fifteenth century, 100,000,000 Catholics,

Sixteenth century, 125,000 000 Catholics.

Seventeenth century, 175.000,000 Catholics,

Lighteenth century, 250.000,000 Catholics.

Nineteenth century (up to 1894), 280,000,000 Catholies,

The estimate admits, it must be observed, first, that the Catholic
Church has made progress in every age, and, second, that in times of
mosh vielent persecution she has made most progress. Why should
we be astoniched at this ! Is not God Himself the founder of the
Cathelie Churech ? God almighty, whom nove can resist ¢

This estimate will show our readers how little importance i3 to
be attached to the nonseuse uttered every day by rationalists

“Catholicism is dying. The Cartholic Church is an edifice
whieh crumbles before modern civilisation. The Catholic’s day isover,
and now bogins the era of progress !

These doleful prophets, 2o ready to take part in the obsequies of
the Catholic Church and to dig her grave, will be terribly disillu-
sloned if they look this moeriband Church in the face and see her as
she is, more full of youth and more abounding in vitality every step
she takes in the future,

Grabe and Gay,
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TRAVELLING IN THE TUANSVAAL,

In the current uumber of the Mowéh Afvrivan Cutholio Magazine,
the Rev. Father I, C. Kollie, sives the tullowing entertaining inei-
dunt of hiv fravels in the Transvoal :— The title of these little
sietehes is * Lhraugh the Transvaal” which implies that I went
a’so Leyond it: and T did. 1 was oot anxious to study the
Portnuesse aspect of Africe. 2nd thaugh one eannot do much o g day
aud a half, yofa sinele glimp-c will often reveal a good deal, if you
reflect apon it,  Hiraws sometum s show the way the wind is blow-
ing.

For example. Teame agross a statis n-master—nat at Lourenco
Miarques—fuli of vniforaned pompo-ify. swagwering about as if he
were dru n-wajor at the troaping of tue colours, and ordering me
about as it ' wers as black a5 hinsell, Wel!, Ieventually persuaded
him that T had the important husiness of taking my ticket, and that
that ‘rain was not going 01wt wat me, fonras he had kept me and
it wainngalveady, The priceof the tichet was 333 6, but T handed
b moa documen, entitlive me to the privilege of half-fave, The
atstruse proble n of dividors 33~ 61 by 2 a Jhace took cll the starch
out of his wuntern. He worked the probilen about ten d.flerent
thn s, appreoniy by a duffereat mcthe I each tine, with no sati-fac-
tory raule-. I tuousht of treing 1y explun to him my dudyre of
Skew -ivision, buat the train was walting. Az last, to put him out
of his ngony, I survested by way of o round swin that I had paid 17s
when aoming the other way.  This solution at once restored his
drenity.  Atfecting not to notice my meek ~uggeation, he tackled the
dlicelly opce more, by a perfectly new method this time, and alter
two minutes furiher wrestling produced the following caleulation :—

I Gid not 8ure even to smile, lest T wight never be allowed to
leave Purtuge e territory., T saw that the man had determine to do
that sum o o andit 1 hal staken his confidence in myself, the
whole pro cedog woald have besua again de capn,

SHINED METAPIOPS

PReratwor an e Yo S Bad Wal?| gives o couple of mixed
motaphors whi boove dudipghriul. An mewianee journal, speaking
o the preelon hrew-uran eo Mg es tor now busiwess, says, * This
is the grain efnastacd soc L frens which bas grown the upas tree of
tehati 27 Tne seeond oo s eron better, A Chicago paper reports
aanno ey of Bingees . o uve ol 1a diseassing the propuosed Sur fF
wi weal  You will keep ou clipping the sheep that lays tl e golden
euvs winl you milk o dey”  Alongside of which may be piven the
tollnwine, placel by the Zellfin to the credit of o New Zealand
lewislator some yeats ago: » The honourable gentleman lot the cat
out of che bag, und mude it o stalking-horse, which he afterwards

Lo Qnaticy aud ike world ia dlk of Chicap Thinzs,
6 is uility that heeps then, This is proved by thd Euormots Sale of TIGER
ey are uid in popularity, bul ever young in memosy,

meanly. cowt overboard to lighten the ship, ™

T.ow Trices get Customer, but

U you do net use them heein at onoas



