
These doleful prophets,so ready to take part in the obsequiesofthe Catholic Church and to dig her grave,will be terribly disillu-sioned if they look this moribund Church in the face andsee her aashe is,more full of youthand moreabounding in vitality everystepshe takes in the future.

Grave and Gay.

In thecourseof his paper on
-

The Masses,and the Future of
Religion," at the young Men's Societies Conference, Gla«gow, Mr.D.
J. Quinn said thatif such a subject were being treatedat anybut a
Catholic conference, or by other than Catholic*,thetreatment would
be objective. Catholics need not approach the subject that way.
They cannot change their doctrines to suit the changing whim of
the religious public. Temporising as a religious policy is fore-
doomed to failure. But though Catholics were precluded from
considering the subject this wny,there still remained the question
which might be profitably discussed of how those outside the
Catholic Church might be best disposedtowards it. History gave a
lesson on the subject, and current events also deserve cognisance
There wasat the moment the great danger of the Catholic Church
becoming anobject of antipathy to the labouring class,cnumonly
called the masses,b -cause of t'.ie attitude of certain Catholics to-
wardscertain economic change^ for which them:ip%s were clamour-
ing. Reformer-, whoad \ocite many things permissible and some
things not pernii^sil'1> wvre douomed indiscriminately, with tbe
nsult that the nia^e- reg.mU'd the authors of such denunciation as
enemies of the worker. lt\\(.uMho well to have subjects of this
kind thoroughly di.^u^eJ at tlii Young Men's Society mocikigs
wtere the chaplain would bepr ,vnt to reprehendauy unwarranted
advocacy. The course of r\e:.t- in France, on tlie other hand, had
also their lesson. Cath-hes should be careful not to allow the
Chinch to be regardedby nou-Catl olios a^a mereappanage of any
political system or any form of go\ornment. They shouldnotallcw
it tobe thought that theCatholic Church was or could become the
c-eatureof any cLi^ or natior. Piou-odi,g. thepaper dKcus-el the
prejudices of non-Catholics towards the Catholic Chur.h aii'i r.eom-
nunded that subjects like tho-e should be ntudied by the Young
Men's [society,and that the truth ro-,ar.lin>r Lhom an-1 the Clmrcli
should be du-scmlimtcl by meiKbers a>non_;t t those whom they daily
come in contact with. The publications of the Catholic Truth
Society i:i this connection were CMnnie.idtd. Finally, the paper
considered whether the maves had at.y d. ci.leJ autagoni-ui to
Catholicity as a ceremonial system of religion,an.] concluded thai
this was not so, instancing the ceremonial dovtlopment-, in. the
Anglicanand Presbyterian Churches, which were ie_:irdul by the
masses withno indifTerent orunfriendly eye.

PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH.*
The present situation of Catholicism in the world,anil the pro:reusot its conquests duringtlv p.i-t 3* years,may be su.n.i,uiscl asiollow'B,uecviriling to tMfcT' in J!<in>u :—: —

Previously noC.ith'Bjc Lier.a-chy cx^tc.l in the Iuli,-, J.ir.an,Scotland, or the Danubian pn.icipalitie-- To-d :y tin' mi >i"ot- <,{
Catbolica has increase!, and tin- hierarchy has Ici-n c-l.ili'i ,!.el i-ithese countries. The C itholie Ch-.uvh in the-e region'- ."-, inVr'o innslprosperous condition. Worejver. Leo XIILhad recoiH]v luuido1 the
hierarcliy amo.igthe Copt>.

In Africa apostolic n.on arc p^netrat.ng farther a.ul faitl-ci
e\ery day ii.to t)ie interior oi the Cnntinci.t Ld.mdo. tac I'.jiC".and Z irube-i areOvMii^Mw d. An-tivlia now reckons21b.sh«.< ~Cn'{000,000 Catholics;for.bier!v there weie only a few miwonaiii/s. JnSjnthAmerica and Oeeuiia nii^-ionaries cminue to display lhonz^al. In the Umteil State*, under the Pontificate ot Leo XIII., 2.5new dioceses have been created and :}<)')()church's built B-alt iinorelus hada nationalcouncil, and Washington has become, the seat, of

TUAVIXUXW IX THE TUAN&VAAI,.

In the currentnumber of the Smith African Catholic Magazine,
the Rev. Father F. C. Kolbe,gi\es the following entertaining inci-dent ot his travels in the Transvaal :— "" The'title of these littlefaket'j'ie- i> "Throiijh the Transvaal," which implies that Iwenta'so beyond it: and 1 did. 1 was most anxious to study thePortugese aspect ot Africa,and tinugh one cannot domuch ina dayand a half, yit a single ghmp-e w ill often reveal a good deal,if you
reflect upon it. Straw.-, t-ometnn' s show the way the wind is blow-
ing.

For example.Icame across a pt-itiin-master— not at LourenooMirqut.1.-.—full1.-.— full ot uniioraiL'd pompo-iiy. swaggering about as if he
were dru n-major at the trooping of tne colours, and ordering meabout a*if Iwereas blactc ao himself. Wei 1,1eventually persuaded
him thatIhad the importantbusiness ot taking my ticket,and that
that 'rain wasnot going oiWit \out me. lon * ashe had keptme andit waitingalready. The priceof fie ticket was ;*3a M,butIhanded
hrn ia duoumjrij entitling me to the privilege of hilf-fare. The
a'.btiTv-c proble n of divid.ng .{:;-. ill by l'a Jj.ice took all thestarch
out of lu>, u'ufcr n. He worked the problem about ten different
tim s. ap;ru\ntiy by a differentuntil' d each time,with no -;ati-fae-
toryr -suit-. I tiinu'ht of trying t) e\plai:i to him my dodge of
Skew-division, but the train was waiting. Atlast, to put him out
of his agony,Isuggested by wayof a roundsum thatIhadpaid17s
when coming the other way. This bolution at once restored his
ri'gnity. Affecting not tonotice my raet'k t-uggestion,he tackled the(irtioi.Hy oncemore, by aperfectly new method this time, andalter
two '.Limut^ further wrestlingproducedthe followingcalculation:i 2 !>*:«_

17.
Iilul not Lire even to smile, lc->t Imight neverbe allowed toleave Portuge-c territory. Imw that them.mhaddetermined todo

that sum o- <lv%4 and it 1had shaken his confidence inmyself, the
wholepro toJin^ would havebeju.i a^ain da ccijjo.

:.I1\1U) MEI'APIIOi'S
'".-"ciutitu-/'Inth* X< >r ,;?/'an,! V/ri', gives a coupleof mixed'

iit taphor-, whi li t-r.j ddigh'tul. An ni'-uiance journal,ypeukiug
<» the i^rccloi liro ln^.ir.i'i"(■(_" rip im,^ior newbu-auess,saya,'" This
is the grainof laus-taul siv1. horn w hichhas grown tbe upas treeofnSi.ti g." Tut;seen..! ore i-cvibelter. A Chicago paper reports
dinim )T of Uongiv-.tohiw ,a.J, m discussing theproposed tiirtff
oa \\<>o). '■ You will keep o,iclipping the sheep that lays tlc golden
e-^g>U'Hil youmilk it dry." Alongside of which may he given thetolWnig, placet by the JJ>i'!>hi>\o the credit of a Now Zealand
legislator some yojia ago: ''The honourable gentleman let the cat
out of the bag,and made ita stalking-horse, which he afterwards
meanly. cas>t oveiboard tolighten the ship. ''
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to captivate the hearts and minds of his listeners. He forms into
the inquiry class those who have been, as it were, half convinced
that the Catholic Church is the Church of Christ. "Inquirers

''
have come to that state of mind in which they say

"
Iwant to

know more of the teachings of the Church." To learn the doc-
trines of the Church thoroughly requiresboth time and attention.
The missionary's call to other fields cuts short his time, and his
multifariousduties preventhim from giving the attention to the
inquiry class that it demands ; and yet the work of the inquiry
class is in a sensemore important thanplatform preaching. Who
is there, therefore, that will step into the breach and consecrate
timeandattention to this evangelical work ? In the economy of
all divine work theHoly Spirit provides the supply or the demand-
May we not hope, then, that devoted souls who are fittedby their
special knowledge and earnest zeal will be inspired tooffer them-
selves for this work ,' A convert thoroughly instructed in his
religion often makes the best catechist. Such a one is generally
very intelligent, and he is one who has been over the road and
knows the landmarks, and, therefore, can ordinarily answer the
difficulties and meet the objections o° his cathechumens. The
ancient disciplineof the Church provides for a class of lay helpers
that took on themselves these special duties. Why inour modern
work should not this urgent need be supplied? We believe that
it is only necessary to voice the want, and the ones adapted for
this special want will volunteer for the service. Already wefind
a number of the very best young men and women giving their
timeinSunday schools for the instruction of children. The art of
theSunday school teacher carried to astill greater perfection wil
make the competent catechist.

a university cauonieally erected. We are witnesses of an increasein conversions,of thuabolition of the tvulturKampf inGermany ofthe erection of a Catholic-spirited Govimmont in Belgium, and 'ofthenomination, for the fir&t time,of a Russian representative of theHoly See.
The Catholic Churchlives inaperpetualbattle, in whicheveryday aha gains fresh victories. Many powerful influences maypersecute her and combine for herdestruction, but she comes forthmoreglorious from the coudict,and all persecutions serve but tomake her more faithful.
According- toanestimate unfavourable to theCatholic Churchsinca it wasmade by a German LYutobtant,her increase from century

to century has beenas follows :—
Firstcentury, 500,000 Catl.olicp.
Secondcentury,2,000.000 (labolios.Third century, 5,000,000 Catholics.
Fourthcentury,10,000.000 Catholics.
Fifthcentury, 15,000.000 Catholics.
Sixth century,20,000,000 Culholiis.
Seventh century. 2.">,0U0.(;00 Cat-holies.Eighth century, 40,000 000 dtLolics.Ninthcentury, 50,000,000 Catholics.
Tenth century 56,000.000 Catholic*.
Eleventhcentury^ 70.01)0,000 Catholics.
Twelfthcentury, 80.000,000 Catholics.Thirteenth century, 85,0(10,000 Catholics.Fourteenth century, 90,000,000 Catholics,
Fifteenthcentury, 100,000.000Catholics.Sixteenthcentury, 125,000,000Catholics.
Seventeenthcentury, 175.000,000Catholics.Eighteenthcentury, 250.000,000 Catholics,.
Nineteenth century (up to 1894), 280,000,000 Catholics.
The estimate admits,it must beobserved,first, that theCatholicChurchhas made progress in everyage, and,second, that in timesofmost violent persecution she has made most progress. Why shouldwebe astonished at this ! Isnot God Himself the founder of theCatholic Church ? God almighty, whomnonecan resist IThis estimate will show our readers how little importance is tobe attached to the nonsenseutteredevery day by rationalists:'" Catholicism is dying. The Catholic Church is an edificewhichcrumbles beforemoderncivilisation. The Catholic'sday isoverand nowbegins) theeraof progress !"

'
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"" itismuvhty t!,atkeq>., them. This is proved by the' EnormousSale of TIGER
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