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English Jewsappears to be oneof uncompromising hostility to tHe
proposal. According to tho London Tablet Adler,who is the
Chief Rabbi of theUnited Orthodox Congregations' of the British.
Empire,has.-denounced theBasle Congress as anegregiousblunder,
and-regards the idea of establishinga JewishState inPalestineas
absolutely mischievous.

"
"It.is.contrary to;

(Jewish principles, the
teaching of the .prophets,and "the'traditions "of Judaism.'■.Awa
movement that can be fraughtwith incalculableharm', whiclrean.
be entirely perverted,and whichmight leadpeopleto think that -we
Jews arenot fired withardent loyaltyfor the country inwhichitis
'our lot to be placed." Dr. Adler believesthat inspeakingvthushe
is only expressing the common opinion in■the Anglo-Jewish com-
munity. Mr. .Oswald Simon, .who -recently defended liis cb'-
religionists against the misrepresentations of ';the Lambeth,
Conference, takes the same view and declares thatDr.Herzl, the
leader of the movement", is not an orthodox Jew at all,but:an
Agnostic. On theotherhand there canbe,no doubt that there^isa
strong patriotic party among-the Jews who long to return to the
landof their fathersandtomakeit onceagain a "land'flowingwith
m,ilk andhoney." Humanly speaking the scheme is quite possible.
There areplenty of enormously wealthyJewswho could command
almost unlimited capital and could -easily make it worth the
Sultan's while to part with that narrow strip of -his dominions
which comprises the Holy Land. The points which render the
success of the scheme doubtful are:— <l) The doubt whether
the wealthy Jews will be willing to risk their capital in such
an enterprise;(2) The uncertainty whether a sufficient number
of the Jews will be prepared to take advantage of thescheme; and (3) The entire absence of an agricultural class
amongst the Jewish race. These difficulties, however, are" not
insuperable,andif any largesection of the Jews arereally bent on.
carrying out such an enterprise, there is.humanly speaking, very
little toprevent them. Some imaginativeanti-Catholicpapershave
managed to drag the Papacy into the question, and have taken
advantage of the occasiontomanufactureallsortsof rumoursas to'
theproposedactionof theHoly See. The followingpress telegram,
for example,appears ina leadingLondondaily paper of September
8:

—
"-The Pope, beinguneasy atthe extentof theZionistmovement

for the return of the Jews to Palestine,and the statement that pro-
mises have alreadybeen made in their favour by the Sultan,haß
called Mgr.Bonetti,ApostolicDelegate atConstantinople,to Rome,
todevisemeans for opposing the Jewish plans,which are naturally
regarded withhorror by goodCatholics. Infact, thisprojectinter-
feres with thePope'sown desire to collect the necessarymoney to
redeem the HolyLandfrom the infidel. The Vaticanhas alsomade
representations to France, which has the protection of Catholic
interests in theEast." The CatholicpapersinRome,andtheRoman
correspondents of English Catholic papers emphaticallydeny the
truthof this telegram,and declare that thePopehastakennoactioa
whatever in thematter. The Roman correspondentof the Catholic
Times— a thoroughly well-informed and reliable authority

—
thus

emphatically contradicts this rumourof aprotest from thePope:
"To this lam in a position to oppose a complete denial. The
Vaticanhas not occupieditself in theleast degree with this Jewish
project, for itknows fullwell that infulfilmentof aprophecyof our
Saviour there is not the least likelihood, for thepresent at least,of
the Jewish nation reconstituting itself. Besides, the insinuation
that the Catholic Church has a tendency topersecute the Israeliteis
absolutely false, as is patent to all who are acquainted with
history.

Tub Itev. W. J. Barry, D.D., one of the most
brilliant andluminous of living Catholic writers,
has aninteresting article in a recent number of
the National Review in which the great French

pervert and the greatest convertof the century are compared and
contrasted. At almost the very time when Newmanwas making
his way to the Church Renanslippedhis hold of theCatholic faith,
and this circumstance has led Dr. Barry to draw out the pointsof
similarityanddifference between the two men. Bothwereperfeot
mastersof literary style, and under this headDr. Barry thus com-
pares them :—":

— "Newman has long been recognised as one of the
crowned andsceptred kings of English prose literature, withouta
competitor save Ruskin;but as a spiritual teacher, a light inthe
world of spiritual development, he is by far the greatest that has
risen up during our century. On the other hand, whicn' among
French writers has excelledEenan? Ispeakof the supreme French
achievement, again of prose, not of poetry; and Icall to mind
Chateaubriand, George Sand, Victor Hugo—

these are the highest
modern, names

— but canwepraise them beyond the choice,musicl
breathing and exquisite and endlessly cunning artist who, by &
seuret known to himself andnone other,has combined the Celtio
and the classic eloquence, stolen the hearts of friendsand enemies,
hidden the charm of his persuasivenessin words as simple as they
are touching, and given to a phraseor an epithetpower so strange
that, once heard, it will neverbe forgotten ? What a specious
miracleis here, and liqw slight a valuedo we set on Hugo's ohaotio

which itleaves out of view altogether. To labour is to exertone-
self for the sake of procuring1 whatis necessary for the purpose of
life,and most of all for self-preeervation. 'In the sweat of thy
browthoushalt eatbread.' Therefore aman'B labour has twonotes
or characters. First of all, it is personal; for the exertion of
individual power belongs to the individual who puts 'it forth,
employing this power for that .personal profit for which it was
given. Secondly, man's labour is necessary; for without tho
results of labour amancannot live;and self-conservation is a law
of Nature, which it is wrongtodisobey. Now, iE we were tocon-
sider labour merely so far,as it is2^rsonal,doubtless it would be
within the workman's right toaccept any rate of wages whatever;
for in the sameway asheis free to work or not,so heis free to
accept a small renumeration or evennoneat all. But thisamere
abstract supposition; the labour of the working-man is not only
hispersonal attribute, but it is necessary;and this makes all- the
difference. The preservation of life is the bounden duty of each
and all,and to fail therein is a crime. Itfollows that each onehas
aright to procure whatis requiredinorder to live;and thepoor
can procure it inno other way thanby work and wages. Letitbe
granted, then, that,as a rule, workman and employer should make
free agreements,and in particular should freely agree as to wages;
nevertheless,there is a dictate of Naturemore imperiousand more
ancient than any bargain. between man and man, that the re-
muneration must be enough, to support the. wago-earnerin reason-
ableand frugal comfort. If throughnecessity or fear of a worse
evil,the workman accepts b/irder conditions because an employer
0 " a contractor will give hi-n no better he is the victim of force
and injustice. In these and similar questions,however

—
suuh as-

for example, the hours of labour indifferent trades, the sanitary
precautions to be observed in factories ard workshops, etc.

— jn
order to supersede undue interference on the part of the State,
especially as circumstances, times,and localities differ so widely, it
is advisable that recourse be had to Societies or Boards (Trades
Unions) such as we shall mention presently, or to some other
method of safe-guarding the interests of wage-earners;the State
to be asked for approval and protection." The HolyFather hao
given a fresh proof of his affectionate interest in the working
classes by the receptionwhich he gave to the largebody of French
workmen who recently madea pilgrimage toRome. This pilgrim-
age,which waspromoted by M.Leon Harmel, waspne of themost
successful and enthusiastic of the whole series organised by that
great leader of Christian democracy in France. M.Harmel,in an
address to the Pope, intimated that the pilgrimage was to be
renewed every year,and begged t!i« ApostolicBouedktion for the
groups of the Christian democracy who were that day represented
by thepilgrims to Rome. The Holy Father's reply showedhow his
heart warmed towards the toilers of theworld. "Itis with a lively
tenderness,"he said," that we receive you, the reprisentatives of
the working classes, so worthyof our interest and of our fatherly
solicitude;" and he proceeded to coaimend them for seeking the
solution of the social problem on the lines laid down inthe great
encyclical, while at the same time he warned them agiiinst those
dangerous men who seek the solution of that problem in the
destruction of those inviolable laws by which society is held
together. "Such men," he said, '" will do nothing but foment
unceasing strife, heap ruin on ruin, and make the state of the
workers harder andless c."durable than before." Finally, addres-
Bing thepriests whopart:cipat"d in the pilgrimage,ho said :—":

— "It
is sweetto us to express our satisfaction at beholding the splendid
andnumerous gathering of French priests,which we ses aroundus,
united with the workmen in this pilgrimage. Their presence is a
Bouvceo£ pleasureto us, for weknow that they are devotedin word
andwork to thepromotion of the moral andmaterial welfare of the
workers, dispersing misconceptions, inculcating harmony, and
spreading in all classes the rules of Christian life whichare the
most powerful meansto solve the problem that engages their atten-
tion. We have the sweet confidence, that,under tho wisedirection
of their bishops, they will continue that beautiful and noble
mission, showing themselves more charitable and zealous for the
poorest, the weakest,and themost s ffering, whoare the ones best
loved by oul* Lord and by His Church, the heir of His Divine
charity." These weighty words will infuse fresh courageandcon-
fidenceinto the party of Christiandemocracy— thatparty whichis
destined toplay so important a partin the solution of the greatest
problem of our time.

At the Zionist Congress, or Jewish. Conference,
held recently at EafJe, a proposal to purchase
Palestine by the voluntary contributions of the
Jews of the world for the purpose of: reconstitut-
ing theHebrew nation wascarried byaculuroation>

and Considerablepublic interest has be(n arousedb. tii in KnjjfLiiid
&nd on the Continent as to the probabiliiy or otherwise of the pi-o*
posal being oarried into effort, There appa-ir to bo two diaiiuot
parties among the Jews, one strongly in favour, the other -aa
Strongly opposed to the Bcheme. The attitude adopted by the
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