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which it leaves out of view altegether. To labour is to exert one-
self for the eake of procuring what is necessnry for the purpose of
life, and most of all for seli-preservation. “In the sweat of thy
brow thou shalt eat bread.” Therefore 2 man’s labour has two notes
or characters, Tirst of all, it is personal; for the exertion of
individual power belongs to the individual who puts it forth,
employirg this power for that personal profit for which it was
wiven. Secondly, man's labour iz ncesseary ; for without tho
results of labour a man cannot live ; and self-conservation iy a law
of Nature, which it is wrong to dischey. Now, if we were 1o con-
gider labour merely so far as ibis personal, doubtless it would be
. within the workman’s right to accept any rate of wages whatever ;
for in the same way ashe is free to work or not, so heis frée to
accept & small renuvmeralion or even nome at all, But this a mere
abatract supposition ; the lnbour of the working-man ia nob only
his personal attribute, but it is neeessery ; and this mokes all.the
difference. The preservation of life is the bounden duty of each
and all, and to fail therein isa crime. It follows that esch one has
a right to procure what is required in order to live; and the poor
can procure it in no other'way than by work and wages. Leti it be
granted, then, that, as & rule, workman and employer should make
free agreements, and in particular should freely agree os to wages;
nevertheless, there is a dictate of Nature more imperious and more
ancient than any bargain, between msn and man, that the Te-
muneration must be en~ugh to support the wage-earner in reason-
able and frugal comforl, 1f through nccessity or fear of a worse
evil, the workman accepts barder conditions because an employer
0 a contractor will give him no batier he iz the victim of force
and injustice. In these and similar questions, however—suuch as
for example, the hours of labour in different trades, the sanitary
precautions to be cbserved in factories ard workshaops, eic.—in
order to supersede undue interference onm the part of the State,
especially os circumstances, times, and localities differ so widely, it
in advisable that recourse be had to Societies or Doards (Trades
Uniong) such as we shall mention presently, or to some other
method of safe-guarding the interests of wage-earners ; the State
to be asked for approval and protection.” The Holy Father haw
piven o fresh proof of his affectionate interest in the working
classes by the reception which he gave to the dzge body of French
workmen who recently made & pilgrimege to Rome. This pilgrim-
age, which was promoted by M. Leon Harmel, was ¢ne of the most
successful and enthusiastic of the whole series organised by that
great leader of Christian democracy in France. M. Harmel, in an
address to the Pope, intimated that the pilgrimage wag to be
renewed every year, and begwod the Apostolic Benedintion for the
groups of the Christian demoecracy who wore thut day reprosented
by the pilgrims to Rome. The Holy Fathars reply showed how his
heart warmed towards the toilers of the world., “Itis with a lively
tenderness,” he said, “ that we receive yon, the reprisentatives of
the working classes, so worthy of our interest and of our fatherly
golieitude ;" and he proeesded to commend thein for seeking the
solution of the soeial problem on the lines laid down in the great
encyelical, while at the same time he warned them aguinst those
dangerons men who seek the solution of that problem in the
destruction of those inviolable laws by which society is held
together. “Such men,” he said, * will d» nothing but foment
unceasing strife, heap ruin con ruin, and make the state of the
workers harder and less erdurable than before.” Tinally, addres-
sing the priests who participated in the pilgrimage, he eaid :—“ Tt
i3 sweet to us to express ounr saisfaction at beholding the splendid
and numerous gathering of French priests, which we ses aroand us,
united with the workmen in this pilyrimage. Their presence isa
source of pleasure to us, for we know that they are devoted in word
and work to the promotion of the moral and material welfare of the
worleers, dispersifiy mirconceptions, ineuleating harmony, and
spreading in all classes the rules of Christian life which are the
mos, powerful means to solve the problem that engages their atten-
tion. We have the sweeb conildence, that, under the wise direction
of their bishops, they will comtinue that beautiful and noble
mission, showing themselves more charitable and zeslous for the
poorest, the wealest, and the most & fering, who are the ones best
lovel by our Lord and by His Chureh, the heir of His Divine
charity,” These weighty words will infuse fresh courage and con-
fidence into the party of Christian demooracy—-tbat party which is
destined to play so important & part in the solution of the preatest
problem of our time.

AT the Zi mist Congress, or Jewish Conference,

e Jrws  held rccently st Dasle, n propesal to purchase
AND Palestine by the voluuiary contributiens of the
PALERTINE. Jews of the world for the purprre of reconstitut-

ing the Hebrew nation wos carried by aeclamations
aid considerable public interest has betn aroused b th in Mayl.ud
#nd on the Continent as §o the probabiliry or otherwise of the pro-
porel being oarvied into effest, There apper to be two disiivet
porties amonyg the Jews, one strongly in favour, the other ns
pirongly opposed fo the scheme The attitude adopted by the
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Bnglish Jews appenrs to be one of uncompromising hostility to the
proposal, According to the London Tablef -Dr. Adler, who is the
Chief Rabbi of the United Orthodox Uongregations’ of thé British
Eeapire, has- denounced thie Basle Congresa ns an egregions blunder,
and -regards the idéa of establishing s Yéwish State in Paldstine as
absolutely mischievous. ~ * 1§ is. contrary to.Jewish principles, the
teaching of the prophets, and “thé'traditions ‘of Judaism, . 2
moyement thab ean be fraught with incaleizlable hartn, which¥ean
be entirely perverted, and whick might lesd poople to think that we
Jews are not fired with ardent loyalty for the country in which it is
our lotito e placed.” Dr. Adler bolleves that in speaking.thus he
is only expressing the common opinipn in the Anglo-J ewish com-
munity. Mr, _Oswald Simon, .who -recently defended '|his ©o-
religionists againgt the misrepresentations of *the Lambeth
Conferente, takes the same vlew and declares that Dr. Herzl, the
leader of the movement, is not an orthodox Jew at all, but-an
Agnostio. "On the other hand thore can be.no doubt that thersis a
strong patriotic party among-the Jews who long to return to the
land of their fathers and to malke it oncs again a “land Aowing with’
milk and honey.” Humanly speaking the scheme is quite possible,
Thereare plénty of enormously wealthy Jews who sonld command
almost unlimited capital and conld -easily make it worth the
Bultan’s while to purt with that narrow strip of -his dominions
which gomprises the Holy Land. The points which render the
success of the scheme doubtful arve:—(1) The doubt whether
the wealthy Jews will be willing to risk their capital in such
an enterprise; (2) The nncertainty whether a suflicient number
of the Jews will be prepared +to take advanbtage of 'the
gcheme; and (3) The entire absence of an agricultiral class
omongst the Jewich zace, These difteulties, kowever, are- nob
insuperable, and if any large section of the Jows arve really bent on
carrying out such an enterprise, there is, humanly speaking, very
little to prevenst them. Some imaginative anti-Catholic paperahave
managed to drag the Papacy into the question, and have taken
advantage of the occasion to mannfaocture all sorts of rumours as o
the propossd action of the Holy See. The following press telegram,
for example, appears in a leading London daily paper of Beptember
8 :—“The Pope, being unensy at the extent of the Zionist movement
for the return of the Jews to Palestine, and the statement that pro.
mizes have already been made in their favour by the Sulten, has
called Mgr. Bonettd, Apostolic Delegate at Constantinople, to Roms,
to devise means for opposing the Jewish plans, which are nhturally
regarded with horror by good Catholies. In fact, this project inter-
feres with the Pope's own desire to collect the necessary money o
redeem the Ioly Land from the infidel. The Vatican has alse made
representations to France, which has the protection of Catholie
interests in the Bast” The Catholic papersin Rome, szd the Roman
correspondents of English Catholic papers emphatically deny the
truth of this telegram, and deeclare that the Pope hastaken no action
whatever in the matter. The Roman correspendent of ths Cathelde
Times—a thoroughly well-informed and relfuble authority—thus
emphabically contradiots this ramony of a protest from the Pope ;—
“To this I am in a position to cppose a complete denial. The
Vatican has not oceupied itself in the least degree with this Jewish
project, for it knows full well that in fulfilment of a propheey of our
Saviour thers i3 not the least likelihood, for the present at least, of
the Jewish nation reconstituting itself, DBesides, the insinnation
that the Catholic Church has a tendency to persecude the Israclite is
absolutely fulse, as Is patent to all who are acquainted with
history.
Tus Dev. W. J. Barry, D.D,, one of the most
NEWiEAK AYD brilliant anid Jwninows of living Catholic writers,
RENAN, has an interesting article in a recent number of
the ANuiional Review in which the great French
pervert ond the greatest convert of the century are compared and
contrasted. Ab almost the very time when Newman was making
his way to the Church Renan slipped his hold of the Catholic faith,
and this circumstance has led Dr. Barvy to dvaw out the points of
similarity and difference betwesn the two men. Both were perfect
magtors of literary style, and under this head Dx. Barry thus com-
pares them :—*Newman has long been recognised as one of ths
crowned and seeptred kings of English prose literature, without a
competitor save Ruskin ; biit as a spiritual teacher, & light in the
world of spiritwal development, he is by far the greatest that hag
risen up during ounr century., On the other hand, which among
French writers has excelled Renan? I speak of the supreme Frenoh
schievoment, agaio of prose, not of poetry ; and I call to mind
Chateaubriand, George Sand, Vietor Hugo—thess are the highes
modern names-~but can we praise them beyond the choice, mliaic’
breathing and exquisite and endlessly ounning artist who, by
sesret known to himself and none other, has combined the Celtio
and the classic eloguence, stelen the hearts of friends and enemies,
hidden the charm of his persuasivensss in words s simple as they
are touching, and given fo a phrase or an epithel power so sirange
thas, once heard, it will never be forgotten ? What a specious
wiracle is heve, and how elight & value do we set on Hugo's chisotio
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