
A Reuter's telegram states that the Pope, in his speech to theCollege of Cardinals,praised their zealin supporting the rights of theChurch, adding that their example found imitators in Italy andabroad, and these werethebright spots in the aspect of affairs whichconsokrt him. At the same time he could not resist turning his eyes
towards the spectacleof the thousand ills with which the Church wasafflicted. "We mterate our protests; we confirm the cemure3incurred by the usurpers of thePapal Scutes and the propertyof theChurch, We repeat them all the more because we see daily freshattacks made upon religion." Tho Pope, in conclusion, urged the
CarJinals topray to God to Iceep far from them allidea of concilia-tion. His Holiness said "" — "'Let eachon3stand firm. They want me
to go with themandIwish them to come towards me 5 Icaunot go
and willnot."

The members of the Catholic unions of theUnited States on the4th July vrent to communion in large numbers.
ThePapalBull authorising the consecration of the Very RevFather Reynolds as Bishop of Adelaide,has arrivedat'Sydney.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Saturday,Novembet 1, 1573,

THEREV.R. SCRIMGEOUR IN SAN FRANCISCO.
±hf jsev Mrhenmgeour willno doubt be well remembered inOtagoas a minister of St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Duuedin. Thisgentleman, welearn from the 'Alta California' of the 11th August,preachedat WestminsterChurch lastevening. Although the lectureannounced was the sixth ofa course oncapitalpunishment, the atten-dance wasquitesmall, not more than thirty being present. Speakingot the Jesuits he said :_" We know they would cut our throats to-morrow if they got the chance-that they woulddo to-morrow whatthey didbefore, webelieve and are certain of. ... Weshouldbeware of these people in this free country. We cannot be toowatchful. We see the country now smiling on the Man of Sin who"would close thisBible(striking the Bible withgreat force to emphasisethe expression), burn this chuich,and burn youyourselves withinit."The

'
Alta remarks "Mr Scrimgeour was exceedingly bitter in hisdenunciation of those who differed from himin religious beliefs toobitter to impress an impartiallistener with respect for his argument.Facts go farther than impassioned assertions;and in thiscase MrScrimgeour s mind seemed tobe -wandering among the reminiscencesof whathe thought tobe facts.That this style of preachingdoes not take in San Francisco, inwhich as inother parts ofAmerica lecturesare morelargely attendedthan here,may be inferredfrom thefact that Mr Scrimgeeur's audi-ence was

"
not more than thirty."

" PIOUS FRAUD."
Ika letterin a recent number of the 'Wellington Indeneudent' itwasstatedthatBishop Williams (the Anglican Bi»hop of Waipau )had inapublished work "" Christianity of New Zealandera," statedthat a Catholic priest carried with himin the old days of the colony
a statueofthe

" Blessed Virgin," which he (the craftypriest) filledwith water. He would then make his disciples go on their kneesbefore theimage and say, " Mary loves you, children,and presentlytearsof love and compassion will come fromher eyes." A correspon-dent of the
" Independent,""Scribe," wrote describing this" as oneofthe thousand tricks practiced from time immemorial" "

A CatholicMissionary" wrotecriticising « Scribe,"and inhia letter he stated » 8toUowa—
-
The point at issue for him was— Whether Bishop Williamshad not slandered the Catholic Priest of New Zealand about the taleofhis Virginshedding tears. Against the defence ofBishoo Williamswe havemore than arguments aud presumption. We have the verywords of the aboveBishop inthe following letter:

<cT . ' . . . . ,"NaPier> January 30, 1866."Ireceiveda short timeback a letter from yourself, under dateDecember9, 1861, in whichyourefer toa statement made in a bookentitled '
ChristianityamongNew Zeaianders.' The passage is found

in pages 339 and340. [In those pages is describedall the°process ofthe cunning priest with his fraudulentimage.] The account was giventomeby Hawiri Taniairiao,who hadat that time attachedhimself toyou. Ihave just returned from PovertyBay, whereIsaw Takataka,who wasalso oneof your followers. Imentionedthe case tohim, andhe at oncesaid tha.t it was not true. Ihave therefore no hesitation
in receivingyour owndisclaimer, andacknowledgethat Iwas misled,
by Rawiri's statement. At the same timeImuch regret that, whilewishing to give a truthful account of what took place at the time,Ishouldhave stated anything which was without foundation. Intheevent of another editionbeing called for,Ishall not fail to correitthe error. '

"Yours faithfully,"WnxtAMWaxapV."
Itwas toprevent legal steps being taken Against his Lordshipthat, after a warning,BishopWilliamssent thispale recantation, liesays he has been deceivedby a certain Rawiri. As for me,Icannotbelieve aMaori capable of an invention of that kind. The manu-factory of those tales is elsewhere andamong differentpeople.
[The letter followingthe BishopofWaiapu waswritteninanswertoa communicationcalling onhim to retract the slander,under threatofa prosecution.— Ed. N.Z. T>3

THE 'WELLINGTON INDEPENDENT' ON MR.
VOGEL.

XHB following extract from an article in the c Independent' on the
recent change of offices in the cabinet shows that the

'Independent'appears to be determinedtoactup to its name, andbe a slave ofMrVogelsparty no longer. Italso explains theproposedestablishment
ot anewpaper inWellington, on the directory of which Mr Vogel'sname isprominent,and the company about tostart whichpropose tobuy the'Independent.' Itmay also be mentioned that the 'PPot's t'

lias lately been themedium of semi-official announcements. The ex-tract is as follows:— We appear to be gradually drifting awayfromthe principlesand practice of ourConstitution. We have aMinistrynominally responsibleto Parliament,but which is practically only res-
ponsible to its head,Mr Vogel. He is aiming too high, andin the
intoxication of power he is inclined to forgetthe systemofgovernmentwhich hasplacedhim where be is. He has evinced a dispositionIwinch has for some time become more apparent to usurp to himself

'
all realpower. It is recognised that, practically, he is the Govern-ment, and thisis aposition which, although itmaybe held for a time,cannot endurenor be endured, however able any maninh.is position
?aT I"" a3patenta-'1 tht%ough the session that, with the excep-tion of MrMcLean, and possibly also Mr Richardson, the Ministryhadno mind except that of thePremier. As for the rest,Mr Yo°-elmight just as well have placed three marionettes at his elbow. Andthis state of thingsappears now tobe the foundation of the adminis-tration of tiie important affairsofthis colony at a critical periodof itsexistence. Wehave allthe show and pretence of representativeand
responsiblegovernment, whilstthe least lift of the curtain willexposethe fact that the government of the colony is almost absolutely in thehands ofone master mind. Under such circumstances we might aswell suspend tlie Constitution altogether, and appoint Mr Vogel asDictator. He is practically sonow. We know no manin whom thecolony wouldput greater faiththan Mr Vogel, and it wouldbe farmorecreditable thathis authority were formally recognised than thatthepeople shouldbelieve that they are living under a free Constitu-tion, when, in fact, they aiegoverned by one man alone. Batif weare to preserve the spiritof the Constitution,itis impossible that thepeople will rest contented with personal Government inany shape.Mr Vogel has just now lus own way without let or hindrance, but wewe warn him that his present position is fraught with danger. The
events of last session have weakeuedhis position more than,probably,he canrealise jutu t now, but outsiders ofte* see themost cf the game,and wesay deliberately that the Ministry could not possibly haveputthemselves intoa worse position than that which they now occupy.

THE CATHOLIC CLERGY AND THE TOKOMAIRIROPUBLIC SCHOOLS.
Ok Wednesday morning MrJ. P. MaitlaaJ, Jtt. M., who has beenappointeda commissioner toinvestigate into thecharge made against
theheadmaster of the Grammar School, Tokomairiro, openedthe ex-
amination at the Courthouse. On Ms taking bis seat on the Bench,
Mr Koss, the headmaster, said that he had oneor two requests to
make. First, that as the chargeagainst himselfhadbeenmade public,
andbeen circulated over the length and breadth of the land, he was
desirous that theproceedings at the iuquiry should be conductedwithopen doors. Secondly, that all witnesses should leave the court.And, thirdly, that in the first instance the examination shouldbe con-fined to the charge made;that being disposed of, he would then be
quite willing tohave the question ofgeneralmanagement of the schoolinquired into,buthe would object to themixing up of the two quee*
tions together. Mr Maitland said in reply that inregard to the lastrequest he would take care thatthe inquiry shouldbekeptto the ques-
tion ofthe charge, andevidencebearing uponit— such were the terms
of lus commission;and as to the second,ifc was his (Mr Ross's)
prerogative to ask that witnesses shouldbe out of court,so that that
would be done. In regard to the first request, he had
to state that the day previous he had a telegram from one.,
of the newspaper representatives of Dunedin, asking if it
would be an open court, and he had replied

— " Inquiry into com-plaint against schoolmaster, Tokoraairiro, will not be a public one,'7
Under these circumstances he did not see very well how hecould*
comply withMr.Ross's firstrequest. Hehadnoobjection thatmembersof the School Committee shouldbe present. Itwas ultimatelyagreed
that the public should not be present. Proceedings commenced at
ten o'clock a.m., and continued till one o'clock; resumed at twoo'clock,andcontinued till six o'clock;resumed againat seven o'clock,
and closed at ten.o'clock. Theiuquiry was agiin openedatnine a.m.
yesterday morniftg, continued till two o'clock, resumed at threeo'clock, and was finally concluded at six o'clock last night. Tho
Governmentor Education Board willnodoubt lose no time in giving
full publicity to the report and evidence. During the proceedings
there were present— Rev.Father Coleman, Mr Ross. Mr R. R. Jones,
Secretary to the School Committee, who was appointed to watch the
proceedings on behalf of the Committee;and Messrs Cunninghame
andJ.L. Gillies, members of the School Committee.

—
'Btuce Herald.'

THE THAMES CATHOLICS AND THE AUCKLAND
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.We read the following in a Thamesexchange:

—"
We understand that the Catholics of the Thames yo3terdayshowed theit- disapprovalof the new Education Act and its working

ina mostpractical mnnuer. A meeting of the Church, convened bythe JJi-hop, wns heldin tho afternoon to discuss the matter, and theresult was a subscriptionamounting to £331 inaidof establishinganindependent school for the children of Catholic parents, tobe underthe sole control of their own Church. We believo itisintended thatsome of the Si,tcrs from St. Mary's Convent, Auckland,shall assist inthe school. A preliminarymeeting on the subject of establishingsuch
a school was h-ld on Tuesday eveninglast, which was largelyattended.The Eight Rev. Dr Croke presided,and the question was freely venti-latedby thosepresent. Itis pretty well known that thepresent pro-vincial secular system of education is not takenadvantage of by themembers of theKoman Catholic failh,except as a matter of necessity,and inplaces whe-eCatholic schools cannot be established. We arefurther given to understand that the building will be commencedforthwith, that itis expected to be finisned about the end of the
]■resent year. What effect this will have on tile workingof the Common Schools Act in this district ofcourse remains tobeseen;this much, however, weare free to admit, that itseems to be ahardship to tax the Romao.Catholic people for themaintenance of a
system ot education of which they cannot conscientiously avail them-
selves.
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