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THE EDUCATION BILL.

principle enoughin the Legislative Council to defeat tfciaconspiracy against justiceand truth. '-< " - .. ""■;",.
With the.exceptionofthis provision,-the present Billdoesnot differ from that introduced the session' beforelastby Mr Fox,and with which wehadreason tobe thorougb.lvdissatisßed. There is no attempt to do us justice, nosecurity for us,nocare, notenderness,for our conscientiousconvictionsandprinciples. "We are to be handed over tothe tender mercies of Boards,' composed in almost' every

instance of thedeadlyenemies of our1faith and race andC£S? to pay moneX to undermine the faith of ourchildren,and destroyall £he J securities ofcivil society .Itwillbe said,'however, the Bill empowers ProvincialCouncils to give aid to' our schools;' but a new clausehas been introduced1by Mr Vogel,empowering the Coun-cils to throw out the
-

aided" clauses? The clause waspassed Wa'miserable 'majority of 4.' rThe Catholics haveto thank Mr Vogelfor deriving them of the last chanceot justice. "WVexpeetetTa'smuch. An optional powerivCouncils where Roman Catholics are concerned, is amockery, a delusion'; Theexperienceof thepastassuresusthat Councils wouldneverexercisethispowerinfavor of usJNothingless'thtaaclausecompellingEducationBoardstoaidus out of our own monies willsuffice;and we doubt if eversucha clause will be sufficient. So" far as Otago is con-cerned, weare convinced* it'wouldnot. In this Provincesomemeans wpuld.be discovered to defeat a provision sojust andequitable: We lio;pe, therefore,Mr. Vb'gel's'1 Billwill not pass. Itcan do no good to any one,and its only-effect would be to enable bigots to perpetuate injustice
withgreaterfacility. than they otherwise' could. Can weget no justice from'the .'Legislative Council; or will'theyand the Governor approve of such tyrannical oppression?

THE 'SOUTHERN CROSS.'
There is in Auckland a newspaper called the 'SouthernCross,' and there isalso there a church of England clergy-man, whose name is Maunsell. This- rev. gentleman,whose business itis,or at leastought to be,to preach andpractice truth and justice,is nowbusily engaged in traduc-ing Catholicism,and parading before the eyes of an out-raged community the longexploded">calumnies ofinsensateand ignorant bigotry. His conduct is at once an outrage
ondecency, a wrong, and an insult to catholics, andanevidence of either malignity, or the most iutense andcriminal ignorance.

Imagine aman:n the position of ascholar,agentleman,and, above all, of a Christian Minister quoting at thisperiod of the nineteenth century the ravings of MariaiMonk,&c? Hisapology for his monstrousconduct is, thatjhe wishes his catholic readers to purchase these booksthat they may learn from them the secrets of the con-fessional. Every body sees this is a transparent fiction "
and that the realobject is to annoy, to insult,aud to rousethebad passions of dupes and bigots. Catholics do notstand in need of Mr Maunsell's aid or advice, for thepurposeof learning the secrets of the confessional,or any-thing else:and if theydid, they wouldnever think of con-sulting the notorious and recognised fabrications ofliarsand apostates, who have been cast out of the Church fortheir infamies.

Catholics have had recourse" to the confessional fromtheir youth upwards. From experience they know allabout it as topractice,whilst theybelieveit to be a Divineinstitution. Eromit they have derived strength, consola-tion, and hope; they know they owe to it much, verymuch,ofwhatever of goodness they possess; and that toit is to be mainly attributed the unequalled fidelity oftheir wives and the purity of their daughters, asalso thegraceand manliness of their sons. They know that suchamongst them as regularly and faithfully comply with theholy ordinance ofconfession,arehonest,"upright, truthful,chaste, andlaborious ; whilst to theneglect of it is to beattributed whatever scandals are found amongst them.And we canassure Mr Maunsell,and such men, that wereitnot for the confessioual, where patience,forbearance, andforgiveness are insisted on, he should soon find himself ivthe gutter,or the victim ofrotteneggs.
The 'SouthernCross

'
refuses to publish these manifes-toes of the Christian Minister, as "letters or news, butadmits them into its columns as advertisements.

'
Wethink such acourse is very wrong,anddeserving of severereprehension;and weare greatly surprised to find ares-pectable journal in this colouy allowing motives oflucre toinfluence it, so far as to permit itself to be degradedto

This Bill hasbeen read a third time in the Legislative
Assembly; and it is, therefore, our duty to examine it
somewhat in detaiL This is the more necessary as, owing
to its permissive character, itislikely to become law. The
several Provinces are to be left at liberty to accept it in
part, or altogether,or to rejectit; and such a provision
willrecommend it to the acceptanceof our legislators and
disarm Provincial jealousies, prejudices, and conceit. Be-
sides,inrejecting itinpart as the majority of theProvinces
are sure to do, they will be enabled to administer a snub
to the GeneralLegislature, and thus compensate in amea-
sure for the subordinate part they aregenerally compelled
to play.

Thereis,however,one'provisionof the Bill which the
Provinces

—
thatis, the ProvincialGovernments and Coun-

cils— will gladly accept:that is the clause enabling them
to tax the people without asking the people's consent.
The Education Boards are to be empowered to levy an
Education tax on the chance vote of Provincial Councils.
Suchavotemay be passed at the end ofa Session by sur-
prise, by cabal,and in defiance of public opinion. The
Members of someof theProvincial Councils arenow afraid
tovote for alaw to raise an Education grant:they enter-
tain a wholesome dread oftheir constituents,and theybear
inmind that the day of reckoning is not far off. But if
the General Legislature will be only good enough to pass
thisBill,a great deal of difficulty and danger would be
removed.

It appears toi'us that this taxing provision has been
introduced to oblige the Otago supporters of the Vogel
Ministry. The other Provinces do not seem to want any
such provision. InAuckland, thei*e isalways anEducation
tax; such is the case also in "Wellington, Nelson, Canter-
bury,but not in Otago. Last yearan attempt was madein the last-namedProvince to carry a Bill authorising an
Education tax,and there was a majority in its favor j but
so strong was the opposition, and so determined the reso-
lutionnot to submit to the tyranny that would impose a
taxupon all for the exclusive benefit of a majority that the
Bill wasultimately withdrawn. Thisyear the attempt was
not renewed, for obvious reasons. But Otago wants the
tax to maintain her rotten system of Education,aud isdcteriniued to uphold her bigoted national and religious
ascendency.

The Superintendent of Otago— the guardiangenius of
the Vogel administration, and his southern tail

—
might

escape a great difficulty, and carry their point by a sur-
prise next year, werethis new.Bill to become law. It is
to behoped, however, that there is honor, honesty, and

Saturday,September 6, 1873.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
TO ADVERTISERS.

Advertisements intended for insertion in The Tablet,shouldreach the Publishing Office, Mills, Dick,and Co.'s, Staffordstreet,Dunedin,not later than 10 a.m,of each Friday for the town,andWednesday evening for the country edition.
Subscription to The Tablet :— Single copies, 6d.;Half-yearly, by

poet,12s. 6d., in advance. Remittances to be made payable to the
Secretary to theCompany.

The Tabletis deliveredinDunedin on payment of 12s 6d perhalf-year,in advance, to the Secretary.
Mr Macedo,Bookseller,Princes street south,has been appointed

»Ji Advertising Agent for Dnnedin to the Tablet.
Itis particularly requestedthat any irregularityin the delivery of

theTablet be made known to the Secretary withas littledelay as
possible,inorder that stepsmay be taken to preventarecurrence of
theannoyance.

5

BISHOP MOEAN'S APPROVAL.
The manner in which the New Zealand Tablet has been hitherto
conducted is deserving of approval. Ihave ,no doubt the future
management willbe inaccordance 'with thepast,and that this journal
"will continue to be an excellent Catholic newspaper. Under these
circumstances,Ican have no hesitation iv saying it deserves the
generous support ofall Catholics in thisColony. Ibeg to recommend
it to thenrnmost earnestly.

Givenat Dunedin, IstkJuly,1873.
t P. Moham,

Bishop ofDunedin.
The Uev. Father Leuihan, will say Mass at Tokomairiro, onSunday week, the14th inst. '* ' '


