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NEW ZFATAND TABLET.

[Satusday, feptember 6, 1873.

“THE REVOLUTION.” )
TeE following remarkabla paragraph is taken from the ¢ Revue'des
Deoux Mondes' :— )
* The revolution has not kept one of its promises, and will never
keep them. Tt announces impogsibilities, and ha_s smitten the 'w:arld
with a delirious fever, a contegious one which sflicts its vigtim with &

longing for the unrealizable, and, ot the same time, & secret convigtion,

that this conviction can never be gratified. This revolution is likeja
gigantic lamp, against whose flame thousands of wen, moth-like, beat
their wings and perish.” .

How true, remarks the Catholic Reviow, this is. The socialistic
revolutionarists of Eurape and South America are constantly exciting
men to revolt promising them Utopias, and forever showing them
that these promiscs are ns utterly false and dongerous as the flicker
of a lamp's light, which ia s0 easily puffed out and leaves them in utter
darkness. The destruction of all revealed religion must also annihilate
ali belief in an shaolute standard of morality: and once s man is
convinoced that he is responsible for his mctions to no one—to no
Grod—his only ocenpation is to gratify his passions and hide his crimes
from the detection of the police. Bye and bye human laws sre over-
thrown, The magistrate who condemns is called the criminal, and
the crimival the viefim. Muorder is an hallucination, and property
a theft—as Prudhomme said, “ Iy propriete c'est lg vol.” In the last
century, in 93, this awful harpy, the socialistic revolution, was trium-
phant.  What % lessan. sho taught § yot how little has the world
profited by it. Enthroned in the guise of a prostitute on God's altar,
ghe deluged France and Kurope with blood, and scprehed it with fire.
Never since the establishment of Christianity has there been feen &
like era of terror, Neyer = longer, more tecrible, or & darker might.
Civil war and war of extermination want breathing death gver the
surface ‘af the earth. Kvery bad passjon was loosened, every moral
idea overthrown. Men deprived of the light of faith groped about in
the darkness, until maddened by his vain search for the impogsibile,
he hecame like & wild beast. Then followed the eacking of churches,
the rujoing of abbeys, and the wholesale massoores of men, women
sad children. Fortunes were lost, grest names perished. The rich
were made beggars, and the beggnvs are starved. Utter confusion
réigned everywhere, until at last Napoleon L. invoked to his aid religion,
and she alone calmed the troubled waters. Since '03, the fenrful fury
has been partly chained down but not killed. Four times has she
burst her {atters in Frouce, and gone up and down the land sowing
discord and anarchy. Of late, under the semblanee of & “ lbeval and
constitutional government,” she has fixed lior segt ip Italy. Her mask
is well fixed upon her face ; her tongue is glib ; her attire seomingly
modest—Tlike that of the Bluck Crook damasly who are * simply atiired
in skirt and vest, which just withhold the secrets they suggest.”” Liitle
by littls, however, this shrewd fiend has drapped off her disguise, and
who knows that ere long, before, perbaps another year is past, she will
stand completely undisguised, the whole of her horrible and death-
giving Medusa countenance visible, a fire brand it ane hand, and
holding by the other, ready to loose them, her dogs on whose collars
are written the words—irreligion, immodesty, theft, vielence, iojustice,
anarehy. And when she hes laid in ashes the glorious monumwents of
the past, shied | the, blood of the ienoeent, and devastated the land,
whom will the very people who now adore tilis monster, call fo their
aid but religion ! Then onee more will humanity learn the lesson, so
often taught, that socialism is disorder, anarchy and death—and
religion, peace, justice and life. But will bhumanity remember the
lesson long ? time alons will show.

FRANCE.

LETTER FROM THE POPE TO MARSHAL MACMAHON.
BlansEAL MaoManox has been signally honoured by the Holy Father,
The * Bombay Oatholic Bxaminer ' says on the subject :—

“Marshal MacMahon has received a most gracious letter of
congratulation from the Holy Father.” So says the Paris ¢ Uniown ’ of
the 3rd June, and the ¢ Unith Catfolica,” commenting on the news,
aptly remarks that the illustrions Marshal well deserved snch reward
and eucouragement at the outset of his new gareer. The Holy Father
rojolces at the election of the Marshal to the Presidentship of the
French Government, not only because the impious throughout Europe
are greatly indignunt at the event, but becausa the character of Mac-
Mahon is one of those which csnnot but be plensing to Pius IX. Not
long aga the *Rerue des Deux-Mondea * told us how the Duke of
Magenta voted in 1838 sgainst s certain measurs proposed by Napoleon
IiI. He voted against it, because his conscienee, * which was that of
an honest man,” did not permit him te aot otherwise. And he aaid on
that occasion: “I remember the saying of our anecestors, ‘Do ewhat
thow oughtest, come what may,'”  If we compare thess noble words
with the * Nox passumus™ ‘with which Pius IX. always mests overy
proposal made 0 him to betray his duties towards God. the Church,
and his conscience, can we wonder why he locks upon the present
Buler of France with spacial favour? Pius IX., too, has alwaye ful-
filled his dutics of a Pontiff end a King without giving a thought to
the persecutions he would have to enduve in consequénce. HMow often
did not Napoleon IIT, remind him that unless he yielded to the Revo-
lution he would be crushed by it ? But Pins IX., the great Pontiff.
Kiag, never allowed himseif fo bo frightened by any of these gloomy
predictions ; he did his duty and calmly awaited events. Again, how
many were persuaded that the Encyelical and the Syllabus, the Vatican
Council and the dogma of infallbility wers just s0 many ways of
unchaining the furies of Hell, and letting them loose against the
Church ?  But Pins IX. nover gave all this a thought. We find him
always doing his duty, spesking, teaching, and acting like a Pope,
“come what muy.” It would be well indeed for ali governments to
adopt with Pius IX. and Marshal MacMahou, as theip puiding pria-
ciple the maxim, * Do what fhou oughlest, come what mey.”  For, the
socicty of our day shall not have peace, wntil peoples aud Kings learn
to velue the observauce of iheir duties above all things else, without

~alenlating on the temporel disadvantsge or advantage likely to result
[ Nt

PROPOGATION OF THE FATTH.
(Concludad). .

‘Weiting in May, 1872, our zealous Jeauit Father, says :—~

*1 spent Holy weok in attending to a Mission ; and, having aleo
visited Christians at two places. I returned to Virdoupatty on the 12th
April, intending to go and baptize the catechumens of a village who
bad been for three months expecting me. But a new depatation
baving srrived the next doy from Vutrape, T yislded to the desirs I
had Jong entertained of making an exoursion into these mountainoya
regions ; and, consequently, we commenced oar journey on the 15th

“From Virdoupatty the road goos right to the west, for a dis-
tance of twenty miles, meeting half way my great Christian sottlement
of Vellour; then, we enter u magnifeont valley, ten miles wide by
£fteon deop, shut in on all mdes, oxcept the east, by s range of lofty
mountains, It is separated from the village of Cambam by w chsin
of mountaing, which foot pagsengsrs can cross n half a day’s journey,
As ibis very fertile, it in also well peopled; there are aboup twenty
lsrge villages. The principel of these is Vatrape, giving ita name to
the valley, accupying the centre, and serving ns the residence of &
native inferior magistrate. The whole centre of the valley is covered
with rice grounds watored by streams, and beautiful forests shade the
vides of the hilla, Being anrious to gain & good knowledgo of the
fine country, I journeyed along by easy stages from one wood to ane
other, till I came to the last place in the valley, o village called Kan-
oussaboaram. It was from this the deputation had come in search of
me. I passed by the one where formerly dwelt the Saliers ol Madura,
and saw their cemetery, still marked out by about thirty granite
orosses. I algo visited the site of their chure ; it is mot of much
importance, and would be of little use to me even if I converted some
of the villages. )

“8Since these Baliars emigrated, there has not been a single
Oatholic in the valley, only some Protestants have formed an indep-
dent under a name which corresponds to the English ¢ free Church.
Their first minister, deceasod three years ago, wasa Hirdoo of the
Pallers caste, numed John Podeghen. An Eoglishman, who had
adopted and eduested him, when about to return to Europe, left him
a considerable quantity of land in the valloy and a good sum of money
on condition of devoting himself to the propagation of the pure Grospel
in the country. John preached his Grospel assidously for some time
under the aathority of the Anglican ministess of Timsevelly, but after
wards fell oat with them and set up & separate sect, For twenty
years, he was virtually king of the valley. He had in his pay thirty
catechists, and bis adherents numbered, they say, 1,500 sonls, nearly
the whole of Lis caste. But since his deasti, the number has greatly
diminished, and his son has been nearly ruined in consequence, [
think I shall ot find it lard to carry off hia flock.

“As I bad' not’ o spot of ground in the valley, I intended to
encamp in the first wood I met near the hamlet T was going to, But,
at this season, even the thickest wood cannot insure varmtis, Pro-
videnee, ever kind and foreseeing, did better for me than that. On
approaching the village, I ssw not far off, at the foos of s hill, and
occupying m_charming situation, one of the large cun stone buildings,
where travellers lodge, standing apart and easy of mecess, supplied
with a well of excellent water. There we dismounted, and inetalled
ourselves quite at our ease, I spent thirty-five duys in that spot, and
might have spent a year without causing the alightest anncyance to
any oue. In my own district, there is not such a comfortable habita.
tion to be found. Basides being comfortably lodged, 1 anjoyed the
advantage of being able to sec every one freely who desired fo come bo
me. As for the childrsn, to speak of no others, I had more than one
hundved brought to me that T might bless them. Of these, T baptized
eighteen in exfremis, many of whom are now in heaven. My congre-
gationist Michael made excursions with the catechist, nearly every day
vieiting one village or another.

“ However, immedintely after my arrival, T took o piece of ground
in the part of the village inhabited by the twelve families who were
preparing for baptism, I had it enclosed and partly built a church
within the bounds. On Whitsim Eve, T baptized forty-seven pagans.,
Besides, I received the abjuration of three families formerly Catholic,
one belonging to the pariahs, and the other two to the Pallers, and
natives of & neighbouring village, wha had become Protestants, as the
ingennously said, for want of anything better, but who had had these
children baptized by a Cathalic Missioner. In this wey I founded &
Chvistisn settlement of sevanty souls in the valley, without counting
an equal number of catechumens.

“ With all these sutisfactory results, the campaign was not with-
ouf its disappointments, The first came in this way. The caste of
the Maravers is Jone of the mest numerous in the valley. Living in
the valley where } am stopping, I found their chief, This man has
great influence, and held in as much awe ssis a king. |My arrival in
the country at first eaused him offunce, and he began to take mensuves
for preventing the perinhs, the Pallers, the washerwomen, ete,, havin
snyihing to do with me. This being the case, the people expecte
that I should have great diffieulty in setting foos in the valley. Even
the person who haq eold me the site for the church dared not sign the
agreement, although he was himself of the number of the catechumens,
and the ground was of 1o use to him. There was no resson for this
chief taking o projudice againat me, excopt the fact that his father had
formerly had some disputes with the Anglicen ministers, and kad been
fer twenty yeavs in almost constant warfure with John, Naturslly he
suppoaed it would be the same thing with me, if 1 establighed myself
in tho valley. I was determined to et him see that he need not be
afraid of me. One fine morning, I repaived to his residence, without
snnonocing my visit, and anattended o a suite of any kind, Making
him sit down beside me, T talked to him ns if I knew nothing of the ili-
will he entertained towards me. The plan succeeded wonderfully,
Fiatteved by my visit, and amazed st the coolness of my address, he
.openly declared himself my friend ang oven my humble Servant.
Notking more was wanted to put a stop to every sign of hostility, and
from that out the people came to me freely. He himself came several
times to ses me, and he would have been glad of an opportarnity to do

me & service. Al T asked him, however, was to let me send my oxen



