Saturday September 6, 1873.]

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

11

THE GOLD FIELDS OF NEW ZEALAND.
MR HAUGHTON'S REFORT.
(Return fo an Order of the House of Representatives, datsd 3rd August,
1869

“ THAT it is desirable that the Gove)rument should cause to be laid
upon the Table of thia House, during each Session, a Eeport embody-
ing 8 general account of the present condition of the Gold Fields of
the Colony, their advaneement or otherwise during the preceding
Jear, and their probable prospects ; together with pustienlars showing
the average price of provisions during the year on each Grold Field,
the rate of wages, astimated population, and such other information
a8 would afford a comprebensive idea of the general condition of the
mining interest in the Colony; and that Hie Excelloncy be requested
to forward a copy of such Report to Her Majesty's Secretary of State
for the Colonies,” (Mr W. H. Harrison.)

In presensing the Bocoud Grenersl Report upon the Goldfields
of New Zealand, I must express my rogret that the difficulties i the
way of collecting reliable stutistics, which I took occasion last year to
remark apon, have not in any way been diminished, and that my
efforts to obtain satisfactory returns from the mine owners and
Menagers throughout the Colony have been so feebly responded to as
to mnke the informotion afforded absolutely useles for statistical
' purposes.

~ The facts and statistics herein embodied sre drawn almost solely
from official sources, snd, 8o far as they go, may be thoronghly relied
upon. The reports of the several Glold Fields Wardens, brought up to
March 31st, I would specially call attention to; showing se they do
very clearly the present condition of every portion of our gold felds ;
the subject being treated in not a few instances in a very able and
comprehensive manner,

Gorp, .

Under existing circumstances ; it has-not been found poasible to
etate the exact produce of the gold extracted from quartz and alluvium
respectively. The Banks very kindly expressed their readiness to
offer any assistance in their power to enable such a return to be com-
piled, but as in many instances no separate asccount has been kept of
the gold purchased, as to whether is was from guartz or slluvium, a
complete return could not be furnished; and mo other would bo in
any way useful. As sgt forth in my former report, the guantity of gold
absolutely raised in any one year cannot be aceurately stated, but o
very close approximation ean be arrived at by the the Customs returns,
by the courtesy of the Secratary to that Department placed at my dis-
posal, and printed herewith in Tables Nos. 4, 5, 6. Summarizing
these the following data have been arrived at, upon which estimates
may be formed :—1871, gold exported, 730,029 oz ; Quarter ending
March 31st, 1872, 154,997 oz.; 1872, 445,870 oz.; Quarter ending
March 31st 1873, 194,422, oz.—showing a dacrease upon the year 1872
of 284,689 oz, and an increnss upon the March quarter of 1878, s
compared with the ssme period of 1872, of 39,425, oz, The large de-
crease in the yield ot gold for the year 1872, as compared with 1871,
is to be attrtbuted not so much to any falling off in the yields of the
ardinary mines, as to the emormous returns which during the year
1871 were produced by the Caledonian mine at the Thames, being in
three moutha alone 82,824 oz.

SILVER.

s During the year 1872, 37,364 oz. of silver, valued at £9,00,0 were

exported from Auckland, and during the March quarter of 1873, 4,.

087 oz., valued ot £4,000, This being exclusively the produce of the

Thames Gold Fislde, the very considerable decrease in the amount ex-

ported this yeas, in comparison with 1872, is only the necessary con-
sequence of the decrease in the yield of gold already reforred to,

Revenve.

Reoverue and gold duty for the year 1872 smounted to £111,185
1s. 10d., and for the quarter ending the 3lst of March, 1873, to
£32,206 1ds.; total, £143,331 16a. 10d. The falling of in the
revonue is partly atiributable to the reduction of the gold duty last
Session by the legislation of the Greneral Assombly, but more especially,
as & matter of courss, to the falling off in the return of gold for the
FeaT.

Tables are appended, which show the revenue of the gold
fields from all sources, and the gold duty collected in the several
Provinces, for the year 1872 and the first quarter of 1873 respectively.

The falling off in the revenue in the Provines of Nelson and
County of Westlund during the year 1872, as compared with 1871, may
be accounted for by the exceedingly dry summer, which seriously
impeded stuicing operations for many months, and in some disteicts
put a stop to mining altogether.

Mrwving POPULATION.

The uumber of miners employed during the year ending 31st
March, 1873, was 22,385, of which number 3,872 are Chiness, Divid-
ing the value of the total quantity of gold exported amongst the
mean number of miners employed n illuvial and quartz mining, it
appears that in 1872 the average per mun for the year was £77 10s. 8.1,
while for tie yeur 1871 the average per man was about £101 16s 53d.,
showing a falling off of £24 63 2% per head, a result simply deducible
from the fulling off in the yield of gold already commented upon.
The Chine 3 miners are chiefly located in the Province of Otage, and
contine themselves to alluvial mining; many have loft this year for
Chins with a competence realized in a few years; yet from the returns
it appears that their umber is on the increase ; they are generally re-
ported fo be a hard-working and orderly class of men, chiefly con-
fining their operations to 0ld and abandoned ground which the Eure-
pean miners have considered worked out.

It will be seen that there is a cousiderable falling off in the mining
population. This decrease is appavently so great that I am inelined
to think that the numbers given in my last report must have been
overestimated, being probably based wupon the ccnsus of 1870,
Assuming, however, t_he decrca.ae o be real rather than apparent, I
pelieve it moy be aitributed principally to the fact thag the very high
price of labor of sll kinds, which has been lately ruling throughout the
folony, has attracted from the gold fields to other more congenial pur-

suits a large proportion of the * wages men,” many of whom wore never
“ miners ” in the true sense of the term, and whose charees of em: loy-
ment during the late stagnation in our great quartz mining ﬁelg be-
came exceedingly precarious,

Warer Races.

There are within the Oclony 4,932 wiles of water races, carryihg
6,776 sluice heads, constructed at an estimated cost of £763,599. Last
year the return was 3,693, carrying 7,056 sluice heads, valued at
£11,3868 ; but this inoressed supply over last year is not nearly sulfi-
cienf to meet tho pressing demands of the prosent workings, either
alluvisl or quertz. The Wardens' reports show that operations have
been_suspended for many months, owing to the senson being so dry.

In locking through the Wardens' reports I find that nearly all of
them express their opinion that a large increased supply of water ia
xt;oilquired for the better working of the different districts under their

arge.

Mr Warden O, Broad, wriling from the Nelson South-west Gold
Hieids, romarks that * some better means will have to be adopted for
securing o constant supply of water. The experience of the past
summer soints ta the necessity of constructing reservoirs to fall back
upon in weathor.”

Mr Warden Whiteford, Ahaurs, writes: * I avail myself of the
opportunity given me of again bringing under the notice of the Govern-
ment the urgent necessity of at onee proceeding with the formation of
one ot more large water racos in this district, without whioch this
portion of the gald fields can never be properly worked, or afford em-
ployment to suything like the population it is capable of supporting.”
And again : * From the want of somo proper water supply in this
distriot, I am quite satisfied that owing to the dry sesson we have exe
perienced during the last few months, the loss to the country caused
by so many miners being idle for weeks at a time, may be estimated st
a very large sum,”

Mr Wardon Fitzgerald, writing from Woestland on the same
sabject, remarks + “The construction of the Waimes Water Race ia
anxiously looked forward to, and would doubtless draw a much larger
population to the distriot, which it woald be well able to meintain.”
And agoin: “ With regard to water supply, my opinion, snd indeed
the opinion of everyone at all acquainted with the subject, is, that
were a race construoted (to carry say from sixty o eighty sluice heads)
from the Kanieri Lake to Blue Spur, Big Paddock, and the various
terraces such a race would command, the yield of gold in the distriet
would be enormously increased.”

The same want of a good water suppg seoras to be felt in Otago,
judging from the following extracts taken from the Wardens' raports :

Mr Worden Bimpson, Dunstan, Otago, in his report, remarks on
certuin races which are in course of conmstruction in his district as
followa :—* All these races will open up new ground of proved surifer-
ous character to the extent of some hundreds of acres.’

It will be seen from these extracts the absolute necessity which ie
felt by the officers in ¢harge of mining districts for a large extension of
the present eystem of water supply.

[The remainder of this report will appent in our next issus.]

CANTERBURY FUBLIC SCHOOLS—THE SORT OF
VISITORS ADMITTED.

TaEr following letter was read at a meeting of the Canterbury Kduca-

tion Board on the 25th ultimo.

 Timara, August 19, 1873.

* To the Chairman of the Board of Hducation. . L.

“ Bir,—Being in Temuka on last Saturdsy for divine serviee in
the Catholic Church on Sunday following, I met at the hotel one M
Graham, the editor of *@Grahum’s Review ' (Dunedin) going about
giving lectures oa *Spiritism, iaspiration of Scriptures,!, prophecies
phrenclogy, and on what to hir is, the truth in rehgion.”

“In my opinion, he talks a good deal of truth, with here and
there not o few disfigured religions truths, That people should go
and give their shillings to hear him in rooma for the purpose is no
business for we that T may interfere with.

* But Mr Grraham is admitted in national achools, and thers even
at echool hours nddresses the children, and gives them séances in table
rappmg and phrenclogy. And he gives prizes for good behaviour.
Now, that man is o preacher in his way, and he carries about his
¢ Review,’ which hus some very offensive articles on my religion.

“Now, I have Catholic children in those schools (I name,
Whaimate and Temuka), and such visitors are a scandal to their faith,
I wili now ask ono guestion: Ave schoolmasters under the Educa-
tional Ordinance sllowed to open their schools to such teachers and
waste the time of their pupils on perhaps worse than nonssnse ?

* Hoping you will not fird fanit with me for drawing your atben-
tion to what I think to be » disorder, and in my opinion s nuissnce,

T have the honor, sir, to be your very respeciful servant,
« OpamarenIer, Catholic Priest.”

[The Lyttelton ® Times’ from whioh we extract this letter makes
acknowledgement of an erratum therein in a subssquent issue. It says
that the word “trath”" in the second paragraph should bave been
trash,

’l;lhe Secretary way instructed to reply to Father Chatsignier, that
the attention of the committees of the schools named by him will be
at once called to the complaint made in hie letter, and that the Board
will allow no infrastion of clause 61 of the Education Ordinance.

The Seerotary was also instructed to forward copies of Father
Chatajgnier’s letter to the committees of the Arrowhenus and Waimate
schools, and request an explanation of the circumstances mentioned
therein.

The Inapector said epropes of this he would like fo agk by what
suthority persons could visit schools during the school hours, as he
noticed that, at some schools, visitors had been invited to attend by
the teachers.

The Bosrd replied that no person can vieit o district sthool during
school houre, except by authority of the School Committes or the
Board.



