
suits a largeproportionofthe" wages men,"manyofwhom werenever"miners
"

in the truesenseof the term, andwhose chances of employ-
ment during the late stagnation inour great quartzmining field be-
cameexceedingly precarious.

Water Races.
Thereare within the Colony 4,932milesof water races, carrying6,776sluice heads, constructed atanestimated cost of £763,899. Lasfcyear the return was 3,595, carrying 7,056 sluice heads, valuedat£11,386 j but. this increased supply over lastyear is not nearly suffi-cient to meet the pressing demandsof the present workings, eitheralluvial or quartz. The Wardens' reports show that operationshavebeen suspended for many months, owing to the seasonbeingso dry.Inlooking through the Wardens' reportsIfind thatnearly allofthemexpress their opinion that a large increased supply of waterisrequiredfor the better working of the different districts under theircharge.
Mr Warden 0.Broad,writing from the NelsonSouth-west GoldFields, remarks that

"
somebettermeans willhave to be adopted for

securing a constant supply of water. The experience of the pastsummerpoints to thenecessity of constructing reservoirs to fall back
uponin dry weather."

Mr Warden Whiteford, Ahaura, writes:"Iavailmyself of theopportunitygivenmeofagainbringing under thenoticeofthe Govern-ment theurgentnecessity ofat onceproceeding with the formationofone or .more large water races in this district, without which thisportion of thegold fields canneverbeproperly worked,or affordem-ployment toanything like thepopulationitis capableofsupporting."
Andagain:"From the want of some proper water supply in thisdistrict,Iamquitesatisfied that owing to the dry seasonwe haveex-periencedduring the last few months, the loss to the country causedby somany miners beingidle for weeks at a time,maybe estimatedat
a verylarge sum."

Mr Wardon Fitzgerald, writing from Westland on the samesubject, remarks :"The construction of theWaimea Water Race isanxiously looked forwardto,and would doubtlessdraw amuch larger
populationto the district, whichit wouldbe well able to maintain."Andagain:"With regard to water supply, my opinion, and indeed
the opinionof everyoneatall acquainted with the subjeot, is, that
were a raceconstructed (tocarrysay fromsixtyto eighty sluice heads)
from the KanieriLake toBlue Spur, Big Paddock, and the various
terracessuch arace wouldcommand, the yieldof gold in thedistrictwouldbe enormouslyincreased."

The same wantof agood water supply seems tobe feltinOtago,
judging from the followingextracts takenfrom the Wardens' reportsi

Mr WardenSimpson, Dunstan,Otago,in his report, remarks on
certain races which are in course of construction in his district asfollows :—":

— "All theseraces will openup newground ofprovedaurifer-ous character to the extentof somehundredsof acres."
Itwillbe seen fromtheseextracts the absoluteneoessitywhichis

felt by the officers incharge of mining districts for a large extension of
thepresentsystemof water supply.

[Theremainderof thisreportwill appear in ournext issue.]

THE GOLD FIELDS OF NEW ZEALAND.
MB HATJGHTON'S EEPOBT.(Returnto anOrder of the SouseofRepresentatives,dated.3rd August,

1869) y '"Thatit is desirable that the Government should cause to be laiduponthe Table of thisHouse, during each Session, aReportembody-
ing a general account of the present conditiouof the G-old Fields ofthe Colony, their advancement or otherwise during the preoedingyear,and theirprobableprospects; together withpaiticulars showingthe averageprice of provisions during the year on eachGoldField,the rateof wages, estimated population, and such other informationas would afforda comprehensive idea of the general condition of themininginterest in the Colony;and that HisExcellency be requestedto forward a copy of suchReport toHer Majesty's Secretaryof Statsfor the Colonies." (Mr W. H.Harrison.)

Inpresenting the Second General .Report uponthe GoldfieldsofNew Zealand,Imust express my regret that the difficultiesia the
■wayof collecting reliable statistics, whichItook occasion last yeartoremark upon, have not in any way been diminished, and that my
efforts to obtain satisfactory returns from the mine owners and
Managers throughout the Colony havebeen so feebly respondedtoas
to make the information afforded absolutely useles for statistical

1purposes.-
The facts andstatistics herein embodiedare drawnalmost solelyfromofficial sources,and, so far as they go, may be thoroughly relied

upon. Thereports ofthe several G-old Fields Wardens,brought up to
March 31st,Iwould specially call attention to;showing as they do
very clearly the present condition of everyportion ofour gold fields;
the subject being treated innot a few instances in a very able and
comprehensivemanner.

Gold.
Underexisting circumstances;ithas-not been found possible to

statethe exactproduceofthe gold extracted fromquartz andalluviumrespectively. The Banks very kindly expressed their readiness t©
offer any assistancein their power to enable such a return tobe com-piled,but as inmany instances no separate account has beenkept of
the goldpurchased,as to whether is was from quartzor alluvium, a
complete return could not be furnished;and no other would be in
any wayuseful. As setforthin my former report, thequantity ofgold
absolutely raised in any one yearcannot be accurately stated,but a
veryclose approximationcanbe arrivedatby the theCustoms returns,
by the courtesy of theSecretary to that Departmentplacedat my dis-posal, and printed herewith "in Tables Nob. 4, 5, 6. Summarizingthese the following data have been arrivedat, upon which estimatesmaybe formed :— lß7l, gold exported, 730,029 oz.;Quarterending
March31st, 1872, 154,997 oz.;1872, 445,370 oz.;Quarter ending
March3lst 1873. 194,422, oz.— showingadecreaseuponthe year1872
of284,659 oz.,and an increase upon the March quarter of 1873.as
comparedwith the sameperiodof1872, of39,425, oz. The large de-
crease in the yield ot gold for the year 1872, as compared with 1871,
is tobe attrtbuted not somuch toany falling offin the yields of theordinary mines, as to the enormous returns which during the year
1871 were producedby the Caledonianmine at the Thames, being in
three months alone 82,824 oz.

Silver.
■:,,During the year1872, 37,364 oz.of silver, valuedat £9,00,0 wereexportedfrom Auckland, and during the March quarter of1873,14,-

057 oz., valuedot £4,000. This being exclusively theproduce oftheThames GoldFields, the veryconsiderable decrease in the amount ex-
ported thisyear,in comparison with1872, is only thenecessary con-sequence of the decrease in the yieldof goldalready referred to.

Eevenub.
Revenue and gold duty for the year 1872 amounted to £111,135

Is. 10d., and for the quarter ending the 31st of March,1873 to£32,296 145.; total, £143,331 15s. lOd. The falling off in the
revenue is partly attributable to the reduction of the gold duty lastSession by the legislationof theGeneralAssembly,butmore especially
as a matter of course, to the fallingoff in the return ofgold for theyear.

Tables are appended, which show the revenue of the gold
fields from all sources, and the gold duty collectedin the severalProvinces, for the year 1872 and the firstquarterof1873 respectively.

The falling off iii the revenue iii the Province of Nelson and
County of Westland duringthe year 1872,as comparedwith 1871,may
be accounted for by the exceedingly dry summer, which seriously
impeded sluicing operations for many months, andinsome districts
put a stop to mining altogether.

MiningPopulation.
The number of miners employed during the year ending 31st

March, 1873, was 22,335, ofwhichnumber 3,872 are Chinese. Divid-
ing the value of the total quantity ofgold exportedamongst the
meannumber of miners employed in illuvial and quartz mining, it
appears that in1872 the average per manlor the year was £77 10s. 3J.,
while for the year 1871the averageper man was about £101 16s s£d.,
showing a falling offof £24 6s 2£ per head, a result simply deducible
from the falling off in the yield of gold already commented upon.
The Chine £ miners are chiefly located in the Province ofOtago, and
confine themselves to alluvial mining;many have left this year for
China with a competence realized ina few years j yet from the returns
itappears that their number is on the increase;they aregenerally re-
ported to be a hard-working and orderly class of men, chiefly con-
fining their operations toold andabandoned ground which theEuro-
pean miners have considered workedout.

Itwillbe seen that there isa considerable fallingoffin themining
population. This decrease is apparently so great that lam inclined
to think that the numbers given in my last report must havebeenoverestimated, being probably based upon the census of 1870.
Assuming, however, the decrease to be real rather than apparent,I
believeitmay be attributed principally to the fact that the veryhi<*h
priceoflabor of all kinds, whichhas been lately ruling throughout the
Colony, has attracted from thegold fields to other morecongenial pur-

CANTERBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS— THE SORT OF
VISITORS ADMITTED.

The following letter -was readat a meetingofthe Canterbury Educa-
tionBoard on the 25th ultimo. "Timaru,August19,1873."To the Chairmanof theBoard ofEducation."Sir,

—
Being in Temukaonlast Saturday for divine servicein

the Catholic ChurchonSunday following, Imet at the hoteloneMr
Graham, the editor of

"
Gkahnm's Eeview

'
(Dunedin) going about

giving lectures oa"Spiritism, inspiration of Scriptures, prophecies
phrenology,and on what to himis, the truthin religion.""

In my opiriion, he talks a good deal of truth, with here and
there not a few disfigured religious truths. That people shouldgo
andgive their shillings to hear him in rooms for the purpose isno
business for me thatImay interfere with.

"ButMr Graham is admitted innationalschools, and thereeven
at school hours addresses the children,andgiveß them stancesin table
rappingandphrenology. And he gives prizes for good behaviour.
Now, thatman is a preacherin his way, and he carries about his'Review,' whichhas some very offensive articles onmy religion.

"Now,Ihave Catholic children in those schools (I name,
WaimateandTemuka), andsuch visitors area scandal to their faith.
Iwill now ask one question:Are schoolmasters under theEduca-
tional Ordinance allowedto open their schools to such teachersand
waste the timeof their pupilsonperhapsworse thannonsense?"Hoping youwillnot find fault withme for drawing your atten*
tionto whatIthink to be a disorder, andinmy opinion anuisance,"Ihave thehonor,sir, tobe your veryrespectful servant,

"Ohataighter,CatholicPriest."
[The Lyttelton" Times

'
from which we extract this letter makes

acknowledgementofanerratumtherein ina subsequentissue. Itsays
that the word

"
truth

"
in the second paragraph should have been

trash.]
The Secretary wasinstructed toreply toFather Chatnignier, that

the attentionof the committees of the sohools namedby him willbe
atoncecalled to the complaintmade in his letter, and that the Board
will allow no infractionof clause 61oftheEducationOrdinanoe.

The Secretary was also instructed to forward copies ofFather
Chdtaignier's letter to thecommittees oftheArrowhenua and Waimateschools,andrequest an explanation ofthe circumstances mentioned
therein.

The Inspector saidapropos of this he would like toask by whatauthority persons could visit sohools during the school hours, ashenoticed that,at someschools, visitors had been invited to attendby
the teachers.

TheBoardrepliedthatnoperson canvisit a district schoolduring
school hours, except by authority of the School Committee or theBoard.

Saturday September 6, 1873.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
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