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LECTURE BY FATHER KELLY, S.J.
THE TRANSIT OF VENTUA.
Tre Rev. Father Kelly, 8.7., the celobrated lecturer, delivered o
iecture ut Boenalla lately, taking for his subjeot the * Transit of
Venus,”

Father Kelly on coming forward was greeted with mnch applause,
He spoke on that event which is now ereating so much interest in the
wcientific world——viz., the transit of Venus. This star i3 one of the
most glorious objects in the heavens, sometimes rising in the morning
end sumetimes in the evenirg, and atlention was at 2 very early period
called to its movements. Tuo nncient times it was observed that the
larger number of the stars appeared at all times to maintain their
relative positions unaltered, while a few wandered aboat in the
heavens, and heuce they were called planets or wandering stars, Venus
wap one of these, and it wns one of the earliest discoveries in
astronomy that the star which rose in the moring and that which
roge in the evening were one and the same star, viz, this planet
Venus.

The impertance of the coming transit of Venus across the sun’s
diso might be concluded from the fuct that the principal gevernments
of the world were sbout to fit out experlitions for the dpurpoae of ob-
verving it, and even Victorin had been culled on to lend its aid in the
enterprise. Tho object to be aténined was the ascertaining of the sun’s
distance from the eartli ; af present it was known to be somewhere be-
tween 92,000,000 and 95,000,000 niles, and ir ex astronomical point
of view it was highly important that it should be aceurately ascertained.
A traneit of Venns was an event of rare occurence, beeause this plunet
moved ronnd tbe sun inside the orbit of the earthy, but not in the same
plane, and hence it passed between the eartly and sun at irregular
mtervals. There was one in 1761, another in 1769; the next one
would oveur in 18743 the next, eight years latter, and there would
not be snother till the year 2005. Lo order Lo ascertain the distance
of a henvealy body from the earrh, it was necessary that its paraliax
should be taken; thai was to say that observations of it should be
taken from distant parls of the earth’s surface, and calenlations made
of the nngle of sight. Where the distance was very great this method
could not be depended on, and in the case of the sun the refraction of
light was an additional source of error. But the difficulty would be
overcome if observationa were taken from different parts of the earth’s
surface of the coming transit of Vennas across the face of the sun ; the
distunces between the points of obaervation wovld be known, and cal-
culatims conld then be made of its size and distance. In the coarse
of his lecture the Rev, Father Kelly referred to other interesting astre-
nomical facts, but we have notepace to detail them. He referred to
the observations of Jupiter’s moons, which led to the discovery of the
velocity of light; to the mumber and order of the plavets and to the
discovery of the ssteroids which wove supposed to be fragments of a
planet whicll had heen disrupted by voleanic action, snd finally
Brought a moss interesting lecturs to aclose by referring to the re-
markoble cireumstances under which the planet ,Neptune was dis-
covered.

A vote of thunks was given to the lecturer. .

The Rev, Father Eyan then moved a vote of thanks to the chair ;
and in doing a0 took ocension to remark that the fact thut snch a large
andisnce bad attended a lecture in Benalla for the benelt of the Wan-
garatta hoepitel was o proof to Jum of the goodwill which the people
of Benalla bad towards those of ‘Wungaratta.

The chuirman returned thanks, and the andience then dispersed,
apyarently much, sdified with the Iecture which the Rev Father Kelly
had delivered.

STATISTICS UF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE CITY
OF AUCKLAND.
BisTERs oF Merex's Somoors o GIBis.
1, Srzrer, 8t Josepl’s, and Intant Schools. Number of pupils, 200.
Thesn three schoois sland within enclosed ground adjoining St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, and in o cantrul artuatiou.

2. 8L, Masy's Boarding School, 21 ; Sclect do, 22 ; Orplan (girls)
do, 41 ; Uny do, 2u; total, 110, ‘Fhese are situated within the exien-
srve o wel laid out Uvnvent greunds (15 aeres), and snrrounded by a
substanual ence. The couvent iteell stands on high open grouund,
commaiain; » splendid view of the harbour, city, and surroundiog
ount.cy.

@ 3.YPm".1-311 Convenl School (Selecty and 8t. Joseph’s, 80. These
achoels rdjoin 3t. Jola the Baptisi’s Church on a ain thoroughfare.
Boys of tender uge are also admitted into all these schosls,
Doz’ Soxoors,
4. 8t. Patriek’s (sclock), 40. Teacher, J. Plunkett, Esq. The
" s¢hoolraom is o spavious well finished hall, Tt stands on & main strest
at a listle cretuuce from Bt, Patriel’s Cathedral.

%, 56, Detars, 63. Teacher, Mr B. Hamill. Stands enclosed in
an eligible situation ¢t the junetion of three of the main streete of the
town, and is swrounded by a spacious play ground. This property
was tho gilt o1 & Cuiholic pentleman, lately decensad.

6. Wabkeld Breeet Scheol, 556, Teacher, Mrs Colzen,

7. Newtoa Benool, 49. De J. Wood. Opposite to what is al
present the Government Common Johool.

8. ».alield View Schaonl, 25, ‘leacher, Miss Frazi,

9, Mr flomiil's Night School, 200 All these school rooms ave dry,
clean, suitably lighted, and ventileted, nud well furnished with school
requisites. Tie teachers ave all dniy qualified for their duty, are of
unexeceptionable moral chavactor, and are under the supervision of
Bishop Croke and his elersy, the Bishop himself having had much
practical experience in the business of tmtion at o former period of hia
irfe, and it is mainly dus {o his Xordship’s exertions that these schoola
are now on 50 efficient a focting.

Tho above 634 Catholic children attending thess- various schools
uare receiving a solid education, veligious and secular, such ss is fitted
o make them good Chiristisns and uscful membera of society ; yet, the
just Govermment, under which wo have the happiness to live, repudiate
zll thess schools, refnse fo give one peany of ihe public money towards
theip support, thougls they levy upon the Catholics o tax to sapport

othar schools not more efficient, and to which from conscientions
motives we eannot send our childven. A so-eallod liberal press, and
even somo men professing to be ministera of the Gospel, commend this
glaring injustice. It may vob be amiss here to-mention that the Inst
repors of the Committee of Educatior of Her Majesty’s Privy Couneil,
Inid before the Imperial Parliame#nt, shews that :119 Grovernment aided
Catholic achools in England (urder ecclesinstical control}, and Gloverns
ment inspection were not only abreast, bat actually far shead of the
other Government schools of the same class, even as regards secular
knowledge. Thera is no reason why the Cutholic schools in this
CUolony should not attain a like preeminence ere many years elapse,
Joay Woob, Surgeon, late H.M.8.
Pitt street, 14th July, 1873.

RELIGIOUS ZEAL IN AUGKLAND,

AUCKLAND, to its credit be it said, is a very religious plece, -We sea
advertised every week & notice of the subjeots to be * expounded and
explained ® on the coming Sabbath by certain popular Protestant
preachers. I notice by the papers of this week that the ‘‘ pulpit drunr
ecclesinstic  is about to be beat by the Rev. Mr Wallis, a Preshy-
terion minister, agnainst popery next Sunday. The old sterectyped
fullacies and misrepresentations will of course be repeated, and poured
into the * greedy ears ” of willing listeners and denouncars of * popish
guperstition.’” Yet this is a healthy asign. It eghows thot our op-
ponents—I will not say our enemies—are alarmed at the * Papal
aggressions,”—in other words, at the numerous conversions {o the
Catholic faith which are taking place on every hand, and even in tha
land of John Enox. Horrible to tell, it is even reported that a
society of Kirk ministers in Scotland are engaged in stndying and
preparing for publication the lives of the old fathers of the Catholic
Church. Now, this is o most dangerons work for any honest and
truly devout Protestant to take in hand. He is almost sure to catch
the Catholic apirit by reading what the old fathers said and did. The
late lenrned Bishop Hay, who by his popular’ writings has dona so
much to advance the Catholic cause, wns once a Kirk minister, or
Presbyterian at lenst. No Aoubt he once on a fime used to thunder
agninst © popery,” as Mr Wallis and other honest Kirk ministers new
do, and as Ur Newmau and his frienda nse-l to do also, while the eyes
of their understanding were blisd to Catholic teuth, The time may
not be far off when the eyes of Mr Wulliz and his goad friends too may
be opened by the same divine hand which caused Bishop Hny to see.
It is a significant fact that u complete edition of Bishop Way's works:
is advertised to be published by one of the most reapectable and oldest:
established Protestaut publishers iz Edinburgh. This *“canay ™
bibliopole must see how the wind now sits in Scotland as to popery,
and would not be likely to bring ous a word of the kind unless he saw
a prospeet of remuneration, that is a large sale for it. No wonder
Mr Wallis and other sincere Presbytarisns beat the tocsin of war, and
ery aux armes (to arms) against the Papists under such circumstances.
They must see that the times for them are critical in tho extreme.
But we must oll respect their zeal and sincerity, however we may
regret their invincible ignorance of Catholie trath. Fapr better an
honest though mistaken Protestant bignt than & Christisn ae © liberal
that he regerds truth and error on religions subjects with a philosophie
indiffevence. We have even not n fow Frotestants among us who in
apitit are far more Catholic than many nominal Oatholizs themsalves.
Tt is from the ranks of such devout and sincere Protestants ns-these
that cohverts to the Catholie Church now come in such numbers.
Auekland. J. W,

THE AUCKLAND CHRISTIAN YOUNG MENS
SOCIETY: THE GHR%ST::LIIN 1))001‘RINE SOCIETY.
By J. W.

Iv Auckland, the Corinth of New Zezaland, we have many socioties
devoted to the cultivation of literature and science. Two of these—
the Protestaut Christisn Young Men's Society (nnseesarian), and its
young brother the OChristinn Docbrins Noeicty (Oatholic) —ara beth
meant to encourage the study and vrastice of the Christian religion,
and are very likely to be useful. They hmve each attached to them a
kibravy of useful and Jontertaining books. In connection with the
Christiun Young Men's Sociely is & ** discussion class.”  On a récent
occasion the subject under discussion wus ** The Muassacre of Sb. Bur-
tholomew.” One of our best Protestant schoolmasters hud the couragd
or manlineas to refer to D Lingard'a hiatory in the econrss of the discus-
gion, with o view to n move full and impartial elucidation of the sub-
ect, Tor his temerity in adopting suchrn eourse he was attacked wnd
abused anonymoasly in the public press by seme parly. The idea of
attuching any imporlance to what &  Homish ”  historian, and he &
¢ Priest,” said on such a top’c scemerd bo the newspaper ussailint to he
the height of nbsurdity. It is o hopeful sign, lhowever, to see an able'
Proteatant schoolmaster, like Mr Brabazou, making use of Lingard’s
history for uny purpose. Hitherto the minds of Protestunt stauents of’
history hove been poisoned and pervarled by such romneing and un-
trathful histories as Hume’s, of which there is a Protestant sehool
edition recently published. This is a great practical evil, and we may
hove to thank Mr Breboazon and the Aunckland Christian Young Men'a
Society for helping to put an end to the evis  Wo need not despair of
geeing the Anckland Protestant Young den’s Soriety yet instrumental
in vimdicating the Catholic euunse, by cxposing the ignorance ov mulice
of the onemies of the Catholic Chureh. Thisis no doubt quite foreign
to the purpose for whicli the above respectabla socicty wae established ;
or, rather, is divectly opposed (o that purpose. But trath will ong,
wherever fuir ond free and manly controversy is encouraged. We muy
be pretty surs that any discussion in which My Brabazon takes a purt
will be of that character —-so0 far a9 lip is concerned: When wo get onr
opponents to bear testimouy in onr fuvor, it is & good sign, We lmve
no encinies, properly speaking, in this placo. Those opposed to us
ars so only because they have been mislod, and do not know our real
tenets, ov a true and full history of the Clhureh. Theyare to be pitisd,
rather than censureds




