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In the House of Ropresontatives, Mr Bathgate moved the second
rending of the District Courts Aet Amendment Bill. He explained
+that the Bill waa intended to extend the equily jurisdiction of 4he
District Courts to L300, and thua cheapen litipation, After discussion
-the secong re;diug was agreed to. :

“The Gold Mining Bill wasread n second time 0 W
Cagterbary Waate Lands Bill, » a8 sled Was tho

. The Bill for constituting Native Councile nnd defining their funes

tions-pravides that the Bill be permiseive, at the option of & majority
of the natives whose title to land ismot extinguished. The Councils
are to have power toinquire into petitions regarding land disputes, and
to facilitate the amicable settlement and sdjudication of such cases.
They nre to be recognisable by the Native Landes Court. The Coun-
tils are to report to the Glovermment relative to the obsarvance of
Native rights and customs. The Council may frame reguiatious for
health, the cleaning of houses, nuisenees, drankenness, public property,
the prevention of fires, dogs, cattle brauding, cattle trespass, boundary
fences regulations, and way impose penalties, When the Act is
brought into operation in Mative districts, the Provincial Ordingnces
are {o,cease to be in operation.

-On 2 motion asking for leave of absence for a member for thres
weoeks ‘being made, Mr Buckland contended that the time was too
long, and would virtually disfranchise his egnstituency Mr Fitzher-
bert suggested that the sessions of Provincisl Councils should be re-
atricted to the recass.

In the Legislative Council, My Waterhouse, in moving the sp-
polotment of a Select Committee to report upou the reconstruction of
the Council, said the Council conld not offer resistance to popular
pressure, and could not maintain itself against the elected body. He
was in favor of an elective Chamber, which should bear a resemblapcs
to the United States Senate, After further discussion, the motion
was postponed.

In the House of Represeutatives, Mr Fox asked the Government
whether, in reporse to petitions, the Government intended to intro-
duce & measure amending the Licensing Bill,

Mr Vogel replied that Government wera not able to give any
definite promise upon the aubject raised by My Fox, but they would
.eonsider the question during the recess and draft a Bill,

Mr Richardson promised to obtain & retprn of the amount paid
‘to owners of private property for land taken for railway purposes,

In reply to o question by Mr 'Neill, Mr Vogel said that the
despatches received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies were

unfuvarable to the establishment of o New Zealand Mint.

In reply to Mr Bradshaw, Mr Vogel eaid the Government did not
intend to tntroduce & meusure this session authorising wining for gold

soad silver on private property. They desired 40 watch the operation
-of Vietorian legislation on the subject.

Yn regard to the Volunteer Land Serip Repeal Bill it was gaid
that in-the Province of Auekiand the persans who bought np the scrip
‘bonght ap blocks of land at auction at kall-a-crown an acre.

Mr Gillies said he did not appear as-the leader of the QOpposition,
as there was no organised Qpposition in existence,

A letter from Mr Finnimore, formerly Government Aunctioneer at
MWanganui, to Mr C. B. Haughton, Under-Secretary for Immigra-
4ion, was read. Mr Finnimore proposed that land should be sold to
him at the upset price and then sold by auction, and the met profits
divided between Mr Haughton and himeelf, He offered to deposit
£1000, but the transaction was to be strictly private and confidential.
Ho said that if Mr Haughton joined him, a large sum would be made.
The letter was headed “private and confidential,” and sigred * Finni-
-aaore.”  MriHaughton replied, stating that he could not regard the
Jstter as confidential, and therefore handed it to the Native Minister.
The latter thereupon dispensed with Mr Finnimore's services.

hg’.[‘he Imprest Bupply Bill for £250,000 was passed through all its
sbeges,

Mr Vogel moved the second reading of the Provincial Councils
Powers Bill. Ife said the Bill waa intended to grant the Councils
power to constitute courta of judicature and preecribe their procedure,
Javing power o deal with seab disenss, the sale of liquors, the saly
#nd impounding of cattle, thistles, the making and repairing of high-
ways, lovying ood recovering rates, and boundary fences. After dis-
cuesion, the Bill passed its sccond reading,

The House agreed to the preduction of a return of the travelling
sllowances to Ministers, and the allowaneces to the Governor during
the five years onding March, 1875,

’ Mr Fox moved the second reading of the National Bank of New
Zealand (Limited) Bill—RBir J. Cracroft Wilsen presented a Petition
from the Bank of Now Zealand, against, the name of the Bank,—Mr,
Bathgate soid the Government wonld propose some amendmients in
Committee ; particulurly one providing that & list of the shareholders
be depesited.—Mr T. L., Bhepherd suggested the publication of fhe
names of the depositors not claiming their interest or prineipal within
+three years.—The Bill was read & second time.

Mr Vogel made his Financial Statement on Tuesday evening,
showing the affairs of the Colony to be in a very prosperous state.

IMMIGRATION,

Frox s mewmorandom of Mr O'Rorke to Dr, Featherston, under date
of 5th July, we make the folowing abridgment :—* Your letter of
Bth April last, in w_hich you “eaubmit that the expectations as regards
promoting emigration to New Zealand which you held out to the
«Government had been more than realizad, and that the system of
emigration inaugurated by you has been, on the whole, attended with
satisfactory results, and promises better results in the future,” opens
up the whole question of the present state of emigration to New
Zealand, and compels the Government to expross their full and free
.opinion thereon.

I was very much struck by the paragraph Neo, 1 of this Ietter, in
which youn atate that the esrliest specific instructions you received
#n regard to emigration did not reach you until 1st Fobraary, 1872 ;

without instructions either oral or written on the sabject of emigra-
tion from the date of your appointment.in Wellington 1st April, 1871,
until the date above referred te, lsf February,’1872. ' I may be trne
to the letter that you were without apepific 1mstructions till 1st Feb-
ruary, but it is clear that you were ot indensible to the apirit of the
instructions that would be communicated to you by the Government
on the subject. Nesrly three months before you reccived whab you
term your earlicat epecific instructions in regard to emigratien, you
informed the Government, by letter of 16th November, 1871, that
since your arrival in Englaud, at the latter end of July, your time had
been mainly devoted o emigration, believing, ns Mr Yogel said, * that
the keyntone of sucess of the Public Works policy is the contempor-
aneous increase of the population of the Colony;” and yeu add, “I
telegraphed on d¢he 4th “instant from Frankfort—*Bmigration during
next two years of 6,000 Germans end Seandinavians arranged.” You
will perceive, from the brief report I now make of my proceedings,

that I have goted more from my knowledge of the mind of the Ministry,

than from any positive or definite instructions.” With this knowledge

of the mind of the Ministry, coupled with the fact that, in November,
1871, you felt yourself armed with suficient power to arrange for an

emigration of 6,000 souls from Fermany and Scandinavia, I am at o

doss to eonceive how eighteen months after, in April, 1873, you cam

attribute the smallness of emigration to the Colony during that period

to the absence of any specific instractions till February, 1872, It

appears to-me, from tha general tenor of your early correspondence,

4hat you felt yourself per%ectly unfettered in promoting in whatever

manner seemed best to you, emigralion, not only from Great Britain,

but from the Continent.

I admit tothe full the diffculties you had to contend with dn
entering on your duties-in finding yourself suvrounded with different
sets of Emigration Regulations for the several Provioces. 1 am not
uble to say whether I agree with you that no other Australasian Colony
has ever atterapted emigration on such a scale ns New Zealand has
for the last two yeara; but this I can say, that it is patent to everyone
that the supply of immigrants is lamentably short of the requirementa
of the Colony, and of the numbexr ordered by the Government doring
tho last two years. I may add that, if my memory does not mislead
me, the ferty-acrs syatem established in the Provinee of Auckland,
some fifteen years ago, under the Superintendency of Mr John
Williamgan, yielded in the couriis of fifteen months, without pecuniary
cost to the Province, some 4,000 souls, which confrasts favonrably
with the dribblets— they cannot be called n stream-—that have been up
to tho present flowiug to the entire Colony. You lay such siress in
¥your correspondence upon having sent out 6,974 souls or 5,923 statute
adults between July, 1871, and 31st December, 1872, that it i requisite
to analyze the figures in order to ascertain the precise number of these
emigrants directly due to your agency. Of the :5,928 statute adults
abave referred to, there are—

Nominated immigrants e 861
Brogdeu's immigrants ‘e . 1,860
Tatal v 2721

—leaving 3,202 as the Jirect contribution of the Colonial Agency,
with ite large staff apd ample funds at its dispoeal,

I confess I find it difficult to reconcile the mssurances which you
have repeatedly piven the Government that you would establish a
largo stream of emigration to the Colony with the statement you now
make, that you never held outto the Government the expectation that
you could execute an order for any specific number of emigrants with-
in a gived time. Had that apnouncemsut been made to the Govern-
ment when it assumed office, it would have been their duty to have
taken steps to insure the arrival of the number they thought requisite
for #he Golony during the year ; but your promises «f a large flow of

|| immigrants buoyed themr up, and prevented them sending home

special agents to collect the number and class of immigrants deemed
absolutely necessary to meet the demands for laber throughout the
CQolopy, The Government cannot, with the stream of emigration
amonnting to a quarter of a million flowing annnally from the United
Kingdom, and with the command of sufficient money at your disposal
for the requirements of the year, adwit that the exzecution of their
order for 0,000 or 13,000 emigrants sbould have presented insuper-
able diffeulties. It remains for me to say, that while your letter
states that you never held out to the Government the expectation that
an order for any specific number of emigrants within a given time
could be executed, a telegram of more recent date, 25tk April, 1873,
conveys the gratifying intelligence that the “ emigration order will be
executed during current yesr.”

It remains to be seen whether the promise in the telagram is noé
as delasive as the others.

THAMES.
(From vur own correspondent.}

Tur Rev. J. A. Norris, our newly appointed pastor, on last Sunday,
13th July, at 11 o’clock, sang High Masa in the Grahamstewn Chureh,
and preached a very instructive sermon on the epistle and gospel of
the day. After Muss had been concluded, a numbor of Indies came
forward to present him with an address of welcome to the parish, and
Father Norris thanked them, snd expressed & hope that he would ob-
tain the same smount of good-will and respees that his estecmed pra-
decessor (Father N, Jourdan) had, In the S8hortland Churcl, Rev, J.
Golden celebrated Mass at 11 o’clock, and explained the epistle and
gospel of the day to those present. His Lordship the Bishop is ex-
pected to be down here in the course of next week, as his last visit to
ug was just & flying one, having remained oaly a couple of days,
including one BSunday. Father Norris called a meeting of the
parishioners on Sanday afterncon last, for the purpose of electing a
Church Committes and devising & method of managing the affairs of
the Church. There was a good attendance at the mesting, and twenty-
one gentlemen were clected as o Committes to pot for the ensuing
twelve months,




