
The "writs for the Waikouaitiand Bay of Islands elections have
been issued. The former is returnable on the 31st, and the latter on
the 20th inst.

The Auckland 'Hetald' referringto the Ministry,and the coming
Parliament, makes the following pertinentcomment :—

"
But the weak

point of the Government will be the Agent-General's department.
On that departmenta greatdeal ofdebate will doubtless take place,
and we confess we cannot seehow Ministers candefend their position.
The Agent-General's department, iv every particular, has been a
costly failure.

Innoiicing the successful floating of the New Zealand Shipping
Co.at Christchurch, theNew ZealandHeralddeclares that"Lyttelton
v»ill become the greatimporting depot of New Zealand, as Wellington
hasbecome the centre of steamshipundertakings."

The Provincial Council of Canterbury has passed a resolution
containing the sensible suggestion that the system of free passages
ought to extendnot only to emigrants selected by tbehome agents,
butalso to thosenominatedbypersons alreadysettled in theprovinces.

The United States Government, being desirous of establishing a
station in the southern hemispherefor observing the transit of Venus,
asked of Tasmania if itmight do so, and the Taßmanian Government
promptly replied in the affirmative. A similar permission has been
asked of New Zealand.

The New South Wales Bifle Association have accepted thechallenge from Victoria ia reference to the proposed inter -colonial
match with the Snider riflo.

Wangantjihad the smallestrainfall for the month of March of
any portionof New Zealand, being oneanda halfinch. Nelsonhad
the greatest, being five and three-quarter inches;Auckland, for the
samemonth, had twoand tliree-quarterinches.

MeBastings has statedin the Otago ProvincialCourcil that the
Superintendent had toldhim that he(theSuperintendent)wouldnever
again send a resolution of the Council to the Waßte "Lands Board,as
he hadbeen insulted aud enubbedby that Board whenhe had done
80.

The'Thames Advertiser' does not know whether Mr B»ogd«n
aspires to become aNew Zealand"Seuter," but itlearns that he is
really the proprietor of the "Anglo-Australian Press Agency," aad
thathe has recentlybought offitarival, thePress Association.

An Auckland journaldeclares that that city is "" evidently fairly
in foranother epidemic in the oldfamiliar formof aminingswindling
mania."

Though, the 2lstult..wasone of the brightest of the season inSydney a star was Visible at noon. The phenomenon excited greatinterest.
Ahist to those who are agitating for the establishment of a

bottle factory in Dunedin, comes from Auckland. Referring to Mr
Olboii, of tomatosaucefame,theSouthernCroßß says;t

— "The extentof
MrOlson's tradem»y beunderstood when itisrelated that an order

has been sent to England for £1000 Worth of bottles for his sauce V
What apity Auckland cannot successfully supply such bottles."Thb directors of the New Zealand Shipping Company havereceived (says the « LytteltonTimes '), through theirLondonagent bycable, an offer fromMessrs Shaw, Saville, and Co. for the transfer of
their business andships. The offer has been absolutely declined by
the directors,whointend to maintainan independentposition.

People at Alexandra cannot be greatly discomforted. The* Waikato Times 'advertises a grand ball, under the auspices of the
Alexandra Oddfellows' Lodge, at which ladies and gentlemen can
attend in couples for seven-and-Bixpence.

A spuinghas been discoveredat Waitnka,Okaritodistrict, whichdischarges water toohot to permit aperson'shand beingheld init.
A publicanat Ttoss has been fined £5 for refusing toopen the

door of his hotel when admission was demandedby the police.HousE-BUiLDINa, it appears, continues to progress steadily in
G-reymouth, many persons providing themselves with comfortable
cottages, or adding to the dimensionsof their business premises.

In regard to the Otago immigrants per J. N. Fleming, ail thefemale servants were readily engaged at wages averaging £30 per
annum. The demand for good farmservants was also brisk at from
£52 to £55 per annnm. The immigrants are a very superior class,
and verysuitable for the requirements ofthe Colony.

Thenumber ofassisted immigrants that arrived in Otago from
theIst April to the 30thJune was as followss adults— males, 148;females, 71. Children^males,16;females, 2&.

MbWilliam L. Shba,a solicitor of theHigh Court of Chancery
inEngland, and attorney in theCourt ot Queen'sBenchat Westmin-
ster,has beeaadmitted as a barrister and solicitor of the Supreme
Court of New Zealand,by Mr Justice Chapman.

Casks of diphtheria at Westport have resulted fatally,and the
schools

—
toprevent the spreadof the disease— havebeen closed.

Miss Florence Colville,Mr W.Hoskins,Mr J.B.Steele,and Mr
Booth, are tohavea seasonat theQueen's Theatre.

While the Lizzie Guy was lying in the.Westport roadstead,,
nearly.all thehands onboard were poisonedby eating pancakes, in
which arsenic hadbeen accidentally mixed. All the menwho partook
of thepoisoned food,recoveredfrom the affects of the dose.

In concludinghis annual report, the Governor of the Dunedin
gaol repeats the warning he has so frequently given, that it is highly
impolitic tohave abadly-paid staffof officials, and observes that

"
to-

prevent the officers leaving as they do at present, whenever opportu*
nity serves, there ought to be a graduated increase of pay,andsome-
thing heldout to themlike a moderate provision for their old age,
when they should have devoted a certain number of years to their
arduous service."

The suspensionbridge over theKawarau,threemiles aboveCrom-well,wasopenedwithconsiderableceremony last week. The carry-
ing capacity ofthebridge is equal to 1,400 tons. The cost is said to
be fromL5,0C0 10L6.000, and the contracts for theapproaches, which
were constructed at Government expense, amounted to something,
near L2.500. . ' " '

TheAuckland market wasopened with great helat on the 20th
ult. An exhibitionona small scale was heldin the building, a num-
ber of prizes being given, andin the evening the Carandinis gave a
promenade concert. Some 5000persons visited the building during
the day. The market is a timber erection,andits totalcost,including
£3,900 for filling in anddraining the site, is £10,181 13s 2d. It is
expectedthat the revenuederived from the market during the first
year will reach £1000, andstalls, whose revenue will bring in £800, ,
were already leased at the.time of the opening of themarket. The
building is lighted withgas.

One of the Dunedin priests will officiatein Port Chaluiers next
Sunday. Mass willbe at11a.m.

Thb RevFather Cauhey from Napier has been appointed to the
charge oftheHuttMission.

Another He about the Popehas asusual gone therounds ofthe-
Press. This time His Holiness is dead, and it is added that the
Cardinals arekeeping his death concealedtill they shall have elected a.
a successor. Whatnext ?

Thb PaenellConvent Schools.
—

The scholars of St Joseph's
and (Select School passed their annualexaminations, in their several
etudiea, on the 24th ult.,after which the usual distribution of prizes-
tookplace. HisLordship BishopCrokepresided. FathersMcDonald,
Joseph, O'Hara, Paul, Boibieux, Norria, Dilworth, and about 40
ladies were also present. The result of the examination was very
creditabletoboth tutors and pupils. The scholars of the first class
wore examined in history, geography, grammar, and arithmetic, and
those of the second class in reading, spelling and tables. The several
specimensofthe writingand composition were unexceptionally credi-
table. The Berlin work by the nimble fingers of the young lady
pupils, was most artistically done. The piece first in merit was a
beautifully executedpicture representingJoseph presenting his Father
toPharoah,by Miss McGarry. This piece received a first prize in
the late show at the opening of themarket house. The other presen-
tations of needlework for commendation were remarkably fine sam-
ples-of skilled industry,,and were verylittleinferior to thefirst. There
was also a fairly-executed crayon drawing by Miss Kilfoyle, of the"
Virgin atid Child." Great taste was- displayed in. themanufacture

ofsome bead baskets, and a pair of slipper tops worked with wool.Anaddress to Bis Lordship theBißhop was read by Miss McGarry.
Several duets were sung,and other pieces of music performed by the
scholars. A dramatis poem, in which five characters appeared, was
moderately well represented. His Lordship the Bishop presented
the prizes. The pupik of St,Joseph's School werealso examinedin
anadjoiningbuilding, and a number of them received prizes. 'Che
children in tlm school passed their examination very successfully.—

This information we chiefly take from an Auckland journal.
Seventy-six children attendthe schools.

Fbom the" Lyttelton Times' of the 3rd inst. we learn that the-
second entertainment of the Ghristohurch St. Patrick's Dramatic
Society,, inaidof thebuildingfund oftheCatholicchurch, tock plac**-
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fcb the Waste Xands Board, and did the very thins the
Councilunanimously called upon himnot to do. Mr Tolmiemaybe agood memberof the Waste LandsBoard, but heis
most certainly unfit to be the head of the Provincial
Executive. He richly deserves,in the words of Mr Stoutsresolution, the gravest censure.

Mr Tolmie'B defenpe rests on a myth. He says there was
a contractbetween the Government and Mr Campbell which
made itimperative on the Waste Lands Board to sell this
land to Mr Campbell,and that this contract was enteredintobetween Mr Reid and Mr Campbell some time last year.
ButMr Tolmie is unable to put his hand on the document
showing this, or to give the date of the bargain. On the

hand,M* Reid affirms no such contract existed, and
anexplanation which is borne out by the documents

referred to as calculated to sustain the contract. Mr Reid's
words, as reportedin the 'Times,1 are

— "A bargain that Mr
Campbell,under any circumstances,should become the pur-
chaser of this block of land was not entered intobetween
Myself andMr Campbell. ... It was clearlyunder-
stood that no other person would be allowed to take up the
leasehold and purchase the land,but it did not follow from
that, that under any circumstances,Mr Campbell should be
allowed to purchase. On the contrary, the resolution passed
by the Waste Lands Board showed that he (Mr Reid) and
the other memberscarefully guarded themselves against such
anunderstandingbetween the Board andMr Campbell, who
clearlyunderstood that iv the event of this land being found
to be auriferous, the Government would be empowered to
refuse to selL"

Mr Reid's account isa precise andmost accuratestatement
tif the case. He isborne out to the letter by the documents
laid before the Council. The Waste Lands Bourd was not
obliged to sell, and need not have permitted itself to be
scared out of its witsby Mr Tolmie's awful pictureof litiga-
tion inall thelaw courts of the Colony,andbefore the Privy
Council in Westminster. But whatever may be saidas to
the Board, nodefence ispossible forMr Tolmie. Theinterests
of the people have been sacrificed by their own servants,
whether through stupidity or a desire to enrich the runholder
matters little. In either case the censure is most richly
deserved.
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