
Eev. FatherNivard said:Mr Chairman, my dear friends,Ifeelvery sorry to have to leave you,but at the same timeIfeel highlygratifiedat the esteemyou have shown towardsme, thoughIbelieve
inmy heart itis not deserveI. IfIhave worked oa this gold fieldithas been simply my duty to work— todomyduty as apriest beforemyGod, andas a man before my fellow-men. And thereforeIfeelindeed highly honoredandgrateful to youfor thelovewhich youhaveshowedme; and certainly Ihave had,duringmy careerhere at theThames, signs of love not only from my co-religionists, the Roman-Catholics, but from every Bection and creed of the community,(Cheers.) For at the ThamesIhavemetmenwhohavebeenbrothers'to me, andwomen who hare indeedbeen sisters. AndIhave knownthe feelingof brethtrhood,not only from Roman Catholics,but frommany others. (Cheers.) Ihaveknownthat feelingnotonly inwor^'but also indeeds. IfIhave put up some buildings for theRoman
Catholics in this place,Imustsay thatmyProtestant friends of everysections of the community, and even men of other religions, havehelped me inmoney. (Cheers.) So youmay see from these few factsthat Iwouldbe indeed a hard-hearted man if Ididnot feelfor the
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pfeopleat the Thames,and if Idid not try on my side toreturnalsog£od feeling towards their good feelings. (Cheers.) My dear friendsof all religions, and of all sections of the community here at theSites1rH*aod to

«
le8s you in fchis ufe« and td""* y° £thenext. (The rev gentleman resumed his seat amidst prolonged

Rev J.Hill wasloudly called upon to address the meeting Hesaid: Ideeply regret that Father Nivard is about to leave us Ihave said so frequently in private, and Ihave cone here to-nightto say so in public. (Cheers.) More than nine years ago Iwasaccidentally brought into Father Nirard's company in Aucklandand the opinionI formed then of his kind, obliging, and eenerousdisposition has never departed. (Applause.) On the contrary bymy intercourse with him here, that opinionhas been strengthenedand confirmed. (Cheers). The more he is known, the deeperand stronger must be the respect and love cherished for him(Cheers). If ever a history of the Thames Goldfield'comes to bewritten, FatherNivardmust occupya prominentandhonorableplace
in its pages. Located here fr^m the commencement of the fieldFather Nivard hadbeen associatedwithall the efforts that hadbeenmade for the real good of the rommunity. He wasamong those wholaid the foundationofour hospital} and has ever been one ofits bestsupporters andmost1zealous advocates (cheers). He has ever takenadeep interest in the Mechanics' Institute— in short never has therebeen ameeting called for an object that really benefited the com-munity withoutFatherNivardbeing present thero to coauteuunce it(Cheers). And atall thesemeetings the opinionof Father Nivardhasever beenreceived withrespect,andit has ever carried with it consid-erable weight. (Cheers). FatherNivardis about to go,andIbelieve—

nay,Iknow— thathdleaves the Thames without an enemy (Loudapplause). Nay,more,Iknownhe leaves the tho Thames with all inthis community, ofeveryclass and religious denom inatiou, hia trueand sincere friends. (Cheers).
The Chairman here apologised for the absence of Rev. MrLushwho couldnot attendowing to apriorand importanten<>a»eraent

'
Mr W. Rowe said Father Nivard wouldleave the Thuineshaving'the best wishes of the whole community, and their prayers that theblessing of God would accompany him wherever hs went.Mr O'Haire, as one ofFather Nivard's congregation, thankedthose of othersections of the community who hadcome to that meet-*ngi*. H? WOuld Promi3e thafc ho would do allho could that the kiudlyfeeling shown shouldbe reciprocated.
MrRenshaw wascalled upon to speak. Ho referred to FatherNivards coming to the Thames when he preached his first sermononSunday afternoonin Mulligan's back-room. From that time he hadfrequently been associated with Father Nivard,and he had frequentlywished thathe wasaProtestant. (Cheers and laughter.) When hehadnoticed his perseverance, his kindliness of manner, the spirit inwhich he kept the connection with oven thepoorest of hia congrega-tion—visiting them, not waiting for them to cometo seehim— lie had

'
envied the Catholics the possession of sucha m in, aad wished thatthere were more such like as he amongst the Protestants. He couldhardly, conscientiously, join the wish for Father Nivard'aauceass as apriest, buthehoped thathis life inhis new sphere would be as usefulas here;andif he studiedhis Biblea little more,he might etudy itsomuch asultimately tobecome a Baptist. (Laughter and cheers.)Mr Severn was calledupon, acd alsobriefly addressodthemeeting ras didR«vs. FathersGoulden andDwyer.

Mr A. Brodio, in response to a call, also spoke, andappropriate
remarks were also made by Mr W. .Daviea, Mr Gudgeon, andMrGillies. The proceedings then terminated.

OnTuesday, the 25th, the rev father waspresented with ahand-some watchand chain by the ladies of tho Tlumes, also a suitableaddress. The presentationwas made in the Graluunstowa Church,
from whence the rev gontleman took his fiu-1 departure toemoark in-
the

"
Goiden Crown

"
for Auckland. Tho church was literallycrammed, many being unable toobtain standing room inside. MissMcSweeney read the address. FatherNivardreplied in feeling terms.He accepted the handsome gift which they had just presented to himas indeed a true symbol of their esteem for him. He would wish themgood-bye!at.dgive them his blessing. He would always remember

the ladies of the Thames whereverhe went. The ra. inner iv which,
he concluded was veryaffecting. Immediately after, Alastars W. J.Napierand W. J. Curtispresentedan address from the boys of thedistrict, and the revgentlemangave them his blessing, audgave them
a few words of goodadvice, remarking thaihe would always remem*ber his young flock at the Thames. The rev gentleman thenwishedallpresent good-bye individually, and took his departure for Tararu,where the steamer was lying. Father Jourdan, or Father Nivard as-he wascalled,said his first mass, and preached his first sermon, onthe Thames,in the tap-room of a public-house;and now there are
two fine churches, a school, and a large pioco of land, on which iabuilt thepriest's house, the property of the church in this districtFather Nivard will leave Auckland for Sydney, en route for China,about the 4th of July proximo, and he carries with him the bestwishes of everyindividual in the district.

THE THAMES.
DEPARTTTBE 07 XATHBB NIVABD.

(Fromour correspondent.)
Last Sunday, 22nd June, being the last Sabbath which ourrespectedpastor would behere, was a day which willbe rememberedby theCatholicsof the Thames for a long time,and a day unusuallysanctified,by the largenumbers whichattended ourChurch in Short-land. It was announced in the newspapers that the Bey. FatherNivardwouldpreachhis farowell sermonafter vespers in the evening

He celebratedhigh mass at11o'clock in the morning,and the Rev.latterIatter £ WTer> ofTapu,preachedaneloquentsermononSin. TheRev.FatherNivardin the evening, aocording to announcement, preachedhis farewell." He said hedidnot intend to delivera setdiscoursethat evening. Hemeant to say a few wordsto them, togive them atewwords of advice which he hoped they would treasure in theirhearts. Inallhumanprobability itwas thelastoccasion on whichhewould have an opportunity of addressing them, and therefore hewouldjust speak to them as a father who would be about to leavehis children. The first thing that was necessary for salvation was aknowledge of God. The royalPsalmist called him the "known"O-od inJudea. But how were they to know God? They couldlearnto know him by attending the discoursesof his ministers, and for thisreasonhe wished most earnestly to exhort them to attend to the in-Btructions of his successors, the sameas they hadattended tohis own.They should also learnto faar G-od. He impressed upon them thenecessity of fearingGod,when knowinghim. He also recommendedto them thepractice of instructing themselves and their children athome. If they were instructedin the truths, the teachings, andprac-tices of their holy religion, they could give an account of their faith tothose who wished it, to their friends, to their foes, also to God him-Syf", �
Bhould instil into their children'sminds the love and fea-of the Almighty above all. The rev gentleman then reverted to hispastcareer on the Thames. He said he had strong tieshere Whenhenrsfc camehere there wereonly four houses,and tbe majorityofthepeoplelived in canvas tents; now he left it with two prosperoustownships and a large population. From the very first time hecame to the Thames, he believed he had the goodwill of thepeople. Whenever he asked them for alms or subscriptions, theyalways gaveliberally. They had alsoattended tohis instructions, andhe loved them for domg so. He hoped they would treathw successorW!th the samerespect and love. He assured them that he wouldnever,never forget the Thames. Father Nivard has endearedhim-»e.f toall while at the Thames by his honest,kind, and liberaldispo-sition. The church was crowded to excess, and many members ofProtestant denominations were present. On Tuesday evening, the24thJune, hewaspresented in the academy of music withapurse of200 guineas andahandsome testimonial. The hall wascrowded, thegallery being devoted to the accommodationof the ladies.MrH.Mcllhone,chairman, said they had met for thepurposeof presenting to Father Nivard a testimonial and address! Thataddress came with a sinceredesirefrom theraidents on tho ThamesU-oldiieldforhis good prosperity in his future home. The testi-monial wasoneof themost substantial whichhad ever beenpresentedtoany gentleman who had taken his departure fromthe GoldField.(Oncers.) Helooked uponitas ofmoreintrinsic value than evenitsvalue as gold couldbe considered,inasmuch as ithadbeenpresentedwithso liberal andso Christian a mind from tbe inhabitants of theThames generally. (Cheers) At the first meetingheld on the sub-ject inShortland, ho (the chairman) stated that he should de?ire tosee the rev.gentleman presented with a substantial testimonial, andone which would not be a Catholic one entirely, but be from theresidents of theGoldField generally. (Cheera.) He wasnow inaposition to state that his hopes had been beyond expectation realized—

(cheers)—and Father Nivard would take with him a, handsometestimonial from all the inhabitantsofthe Thames GoldField.
� H& &?6Scon> the treasurer of the testimonialfund, then handedthe 200 guineas and theaddress toCaptaiu Fraser,R.M.CaptainFraser said that it was trulygratifying tohim. who wasnot amember of theChurchFather Nivardbelonged to, to see suchan interest taken in this presentation. (Cheers.) He hadnow topresent tho testimonialandaddress, in the name, not only ofmem-bers of the Church to which FatherNivard belonged, but ofa greatmany residentson the Thames GoldField who didnot belongto tha.tChurch. FatherNivard had been here since the opening of theheld, andnadalways eadeavouredto assist iveverything for the goodof the community. (Cheers.) Hehoped that Father Nivard'ssuc-cessor would walk in his footsteps,and if he did sohe wouldgain thegood-willof everyone on the Thames, Father Nivard had shownthem anexampleof Christianpiety and earnestnessduring the wholetime he hadbeen amongst them. Captain Fraser then briefly re-ferred toFather Nivard's connection with the ThamesHospital,andto his readiness toaid in every good work since he had beeD at theThames.
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