
BELLEWON FROUDE.

*r ll £ J- M. Bkcmw lately gave owe ofhis readings atSteiuwayHall, New \ ork:before a crowded house. Preceding the opentaj
pi-ec, the distinguishedelocutionistpaid a t-ibute to Irish actors anddramatists.which was called out by some remarks of MrFroudeinhis last book. Ml- liellew s&id: v

Ladies akd GuNjiEME^-Before reading the following scenefrom the famous comedy ot the "C.ifcic,"Iwish to preface it with aremar* which canaot possibly offendany one, but whichitis only iustand right to make in introducingso great aname as that of SheriaanIna work just published,and as yet hardly known in this country'imttcnbyMrJJroude, and entitled "The English in Ireland" thatgentleman, at page 22, takes occasion in referring to Irish art andliterature tomake the followingamazing or amusing assertion:"The incompletenessofcharacter is conspicuousin all that the*uo and havedone j in theirhistory, in their practical habits, in theirarts andliterature. Their lyrioal melodies are exquisite" their eo£poetry is ridiculous bombast. In the lives of their saints thereialwild and fantastic splendor;but they have uo secular history fOPf0P a,anation, theyhaye done nothing which posterity will not be anxiousto forget, ana if they have never produced a tolerable drama it ?!because imaginationcannot outstrip reality."
'

Iknow Iam here to night reading before many of the mostintelligent menand womenm New York;Iknow there are amoneyou many skilled men and women, probably as generally conver■antwith the literature of the English language as MrFronde, andlet me add,Ihopemuch moreso. In hearingsuch words a3Ihavejust read,Icannot resist jocularly asking you, "Would you believe* " umn asßUimn g our ignorance, or is he ventilatinghisown? Why, next to Shakespeare, every literary man aud"everydramatic artist will give theplaceofhonor to an Irishman—RichardBrn.sley Sheridan ? Is »ot he theauthor of the twogreatest comediesof 'he last two centuries, « The Rivals," and ''The School fnrScandal ? And where washe bornbut indear old,dirty, andmuch-belovedDublin ? Who, again, was Oliver Goldsmith? Did not hewrite "She stoops to conquer," which had a run of four-hundrednights atDrury Lane Theatre, when originally produced, and wag
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into the room, and lockedthe doorson these ninemen. Youwill thinVverynaturally itwas impossible to happen thatthose tenmcii mefcinanupper roomofaDublinhotel-two of themprisoners-reducedthestrongest GovernmentmEurope,with the Duke of Wellington at itshead, tosurrender withintwenty years.

He claimed of his peopleanew effort. The hierarchyoftfechuwh2SC? JTi" 7Bai? Been everyatfcemPfc 2"* "Jw^Sto the scaffold ;wearenot willingtorisk another effort. The peerag?ot the islandrepudiatedhim They said, wehave struggledandbledforhalf a dozen centuries;itis better to sit downcontent. Alone ayoungman^ithout office, without wealth, without renown,he dunghimself in front of thepeople andasked for anew effort, WhatSthepower left him ? Simply the people-three or four SSJnTSS /i ki ?' J^-^^rtedpeasants, standing ona soil soakedwith the bloodof their ancestors, coweringunder a code of whichBroughamsaid « that theycould not liEt their hands withoutbrS-ingit. What washis constituency ? Ifhe had thePress, he couldnot appealto them withit,for theycouldnot read;hecouldnob mar-shall them into a great party, for that was illegal. Co-operationinpolitics,committees of correspondence,themachinery of agitation, aswehave it was illegal He began his agitation by makingspecche*He said tohimself:The hierarchyleaveme;thenobles repldiatemethewealthy scorn me ;the educateddistrust me. Iwilllean onthspeople. He was the first man,as Canning said,« whosummoned arace into exist neeand restored thebalanceof the world
"

So O ConneU was thefirst man inGreatBritain toBUtnmon a veo-ple into existence and check the advances of the oppression of theSiT8' He ŝhtT b̂den M8method' InaSrtainsensehemoulded the age WhenLincolnsaid, "Idrift :Iseek only toknow%Si"}ce
rr\oi the people;» when Grant went intoST,

33g5» LTOn° Pu°^ y;
,lßtaild,lßtaildhere *° d0the "noftheAmerica^people —they were bothechoasof DanielO'ConnellHe was the first great subject who taught thecrown tolook outsideth;Houseof Commons for the dictator of its policy, He wentroundmaking speeches, but he had no journals-no papers torepJSspeeches j they would not even report he had a meeting, But,mLowellsays, Patienceis the passion of great souls." So,within£nit^ patiencehe wentoverIreland droppingthe seed.

The Lecturer, after describing O'Connell's wonderful powers asa leaderof men, as a politician, and a barrister, concludedwith thefollowingeloquentperorationon Poland:— « Now,one wordonEroudeif youhave patience. You have heard of Poland, the chivalrous'nation thenation of nobles, m whoseviens flowedthebluebloodthatastonished Europeby its heroism. Well, a hundredyearsago,AustriaandPrussia defeatedall its efforts, andcrusheditout of sight Polandrebelled,andrebelled, andrebelled j she was crushed every time Herlanguage isa forgotten tradition. Her lawsarea felony tocite" Hernobles are wanderers on the face of the earth. Ifyoulook on themap there isnoPoland. Ahundred years have doneit. Yet wheware thehps that would not bo blisteredif they dared tosay aWagainst Poland? W en America wanted to know how to fight they
fin s^l fTCO> tht P° le- When the bard' fche orator' thefinest illustrationsof bray ry or patridtism they point to Poland Nomaneyer doubtedthe capacityof Poland. Buta hundredyearahaveannihilatedher. There was Ireland, half as large, half as>puWisolated fromtheContinent by the ocean, tied toEngland/SratSfromEurope For sevenhundred years the omnipotent SaxoTm*vT" TIMBHnd * t0.P°wder- A»d yet, after sevenhundrSyears,anEnglishman comes here to teach us that thatracehas neitherbraverynor courage! But after those seven hundred years itstUlstands, with theNational flag in one hand and theCrucifix of Catho-licity in the other. v«««iw-

MrPhillipsconcludedamidloudandreiteratedcheering.

BritishpeopleoweanythingtoCobdenforhayinglifted the brad taj

Xn/iwfcand^"ehl">t be his largest claim to the grati-
" th<s ""^^of thtEnglish-speakinggraces2a£^/ 8 w°" lais browmight be fairly saidto beA^T* k

C and WOrth of the great Irishchampion.ntiSi^y"f° meaT Jlmt°' Conn<* confined himself ta theSSo&SZfnf *F*? OT 0 emanciP^on. Education and the
Sch Xrl l fTc,°f knd'and the of theS^fi theremovalof that chronic oppression,arising from the com-CrWSr"£ BtreUgfch- ° f the two rcKgious establishments ofIreland. All these three questions O'Connelllafd downinhis speechesisland6W^CrbhCßentimen.fc ° f *^liour-which ridiculed,de-spised andhatedthe verysuggestions that, carried intoproper support
MpSeDCe« f hf-a "PS* and the officiali^uenceP

of the Bri-52'SZS'^dt claim of GreatBrifcain to'day to the"w*y<*

thoughtful Englishman knows thatEnglandto-day is occupying but aaecond rateplaceonthe chessboard of Europe; tfiat shehSgrlduallysunkfrom theposition of a first class power. Eig t years afol lZlussedmCooperInstitute for having said that EnglanTwa?noH"econd ratepower on the chessboardof Europe,but to-day her Wnahsts have ceased todeny thefact,and are searching around foJTnexplanation of its necessity. Of the two groat causes whfch havemade her faU fromherposition as a first clals power in Europe, thefirst ,s the oppression ot her own masses, and the second the sevenc8
todUl^ ?rtCdan-d infam°US oPP^on of IrelandFroude told us with an epigramatic force the great truth that thewickedness of nations isalwayspunished. Nomatter how long Pro-videncewaits, inthe end themckedne8s of arace is answered by thewickedness of their desecndautß Englandhas heldfor sevencenturiesto the lips of her sister Irelanda poisoned chalice. Its ingredientswore thedeepest contemptand the most unmeasured oppresSon- Sjustice such as the world hardlyever sawbefore. And,as Mr Froudemd Providenceishpldinghack that samecup to theUpsofThemot ercountry. The occasions haveheenfrequent witldn the last few yearswhenEngland longedto draw the sword, when the England of WCuatham wouldhave flungherselfmadly into the greatStostaSgles of the Continent. When Germany brought undTSTeel fnS7lf f̂e Wol^W01^ ?f?f D°nraark> that g» ve <****m£ thePrincess of Wales, England longed todraw the sword. When withinjirofaUlIS tfcrUCk

hhrhr,ffyin the ostenUtiously^ theface of aUEngland— "snubbed" her ia the only word that describ-s
wSIah^Ttve£ ?ntaml0Ted dww theBword' bufc 9hehwrightwell that tue first cannonshot she ventured to fire against a first-classpower 111 Europe Ireland would stab her in the b£k. Checkmatedshecouldnot move on the chess board of the great pow rs. One ofthe great causes of tliissudden crippling of lufpow?r^S been theIrishqu stion. Idon't wonderat aU that a thoughtful Englishmanshouldlong to explainto the world, if he can, that the stepsby whichhis countryhas heen brought to tlus sad state havebeen inevitable. IfMrFroude could make out that propositionand convince t c world,through the AmericanpoopL;, thatEnglandaccepted the inevitablefatewhich the gcograplucalproximity of Irelandhadentaileduponher,hewpuldhay-> gone far torub out the eclipseof his country's shame. ItZLTof 811^ make the att&m^ But /beh-eve that'instead ol Englands havuy conquered Ireland, that in the true
Sngland. She has summonedher before the power of the civilizedworld to judgeoi the justice of her legislation.* Shehas checkmatedher as apower on the chess-board of Europe. She hasmonopolizedtae attention of her statesmen. She has made her own island thepivot upon which the destiny of England turns. Andher last greatstatesman thepresentPrime Minister,Gladstone, owes whateverfameheihas to tt,e supposition that he has deviseda wayby whichhec^nconciliate Irelandand savehis owncountry "

HarrietMartineau, who has found something toexplainandsome-tfamg toexcuse mevery equivocal act of everyBritishsSesm^n;X,
rfl^S^f f1"f

1" 068' haS never run alongthe whole histoSof a representative Enghslmum without usually finding half-a-dozenoccasions topraise Hm-in her whole history o^ O'CoShasnevtrcotp.£-dtoSo aU
lTT t0 blame Hrn «ther fora badacrori^SP bal ofct V- ti aCt,was gOOd' fissure to search and

nflu,nS^ andTuti orifcv h «
*yee,Tll>*n* in ° w day, to suet a levelofDa^To'Connell. 7h}' Bde P° Wer of andpuiTose as

Having given a summary of Ireland'shistoryof sevencenturies,anda vividpicture of the oppressed state of Ireland whenO'Connell en-tereduponpublic life,hoproceeded:
O'Coanellbeganhis career by notifviriff fim m,w;n j-v^*"& "

tiiastr.et,ho caught two young priests by the shoulder,iSedSm
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