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Of this there is abundant evidence that satisfied our minds,
but owing to a vari of circumstances it is difficult to
bring forward such evidence as will satisfy the Board as to
a violation of the law. When, however, it has been roved
that the law has been broken, und the religion of Catholic
children interfered with, the matter is made little of, and
some shuffling excuse is thought ample satisfaction for us.
Only a few.of the candidates have expressed the least desire
to see justice done in this matter—or evinced a deter-
mination even so much as to look into our charges and
grievances. With few exceptions they have utterly and
absolutely ignored us, and are therefore undeserving of
the least support from Catholics. .
Bince writing the above, we have read the speech deli-
vered by Mr Leary in Caversham ; and we feel bound to
sy that he ‘appears to entortain reasonable views on the
education question. He is disposed to do justice to deno-
minations in large communities, such as Dunedin. Well,
if this js not all we seek, it is a step in the right direction,
‘The denominations are aware they cannot expect, for some
time atleast, all they desire ; and it is not improba.ble they
may come to the conclusion that half a loaf is better than
no bread. Certainly, the Catholic communitf; is mot op-
posed to any compromise that is consistent with their prin-
ciples. None are more anxious to work harmoniously and
energetically with the Government and their fellow-citizens
than Roman Catholics. Let them not be called upon to
macrifice their prineiples and consciences ; let justice be
done them ; and it will be soon seen that they can be
deslt with both easily and satisfactorily. The Government
would soon find in them energetic auxiliaries in the great
work of educating the masses. We can assure our fellow
citizens that it is their greatest happiness to be permitted
to bear their share of all the burdens inseparable from such
an undertaking, '

THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE TOWN BEILT.
M=z Couxcizron WALTER proposes to expend £5,000 on
the Town Belt, in order forender it a fitting place of re-
creation. The worthy Councillor deserves the thanks of
the citizens, and it is to be hoped the City Council will
adopt his wise proposition.

There is one matter having more or less connection with
this subject, which we take the liberty of suggesting to
Mr Walter as an improvement on his idea. There are two
cemeteries, the one to the north the other to the south of
this city, and so close to it, as to be a menace to the healih
of the inhabitants ; in fact they may be said to be within
the city. This should not be, and it has always appeared
to us an extraordinary thing that the North Cemetery
should have been ever opened.

These cemeteries should be closed and besutifully planted
with shrubs and flowers, and one general cemeteory opened
either in the Peninsula between Anderson’s Bay and the
ses, or somewhore in the neighbourhood of Green Island.
The latter place, as being near a railway station, would be
very suitable; arrangements could be made, 25 in London,
for a funeral train onece each day.

Perhaps Mr, Walter, who is both a humane and practi-
cal gentleman, would think this suggestion wort y of
serious consideration, and embody it in his project for the
improvement of the recreation ground belonging to the
City. Any improvement thit can be made will be very in-
complete indeed, so long as these two cemeteries remain
as they are,

WEEEKLY EPITOME,

Iy is well our friends should know the following facta :—Mr G. E.
Barton was asked to present the petition of the Catholics of Dunedin in
reference ta ednoation to the Provincinl Council ; and aftey endeavor-
ing to persuade the Bishop to ask another member to do so, at lst
relactantly consented to present it. ‘Fhe Bistop sent down the
petition and a note to Mr Bartou, and these were laid on e desk in
the Council Hall. For three days they were kicked ghout the Hovize,
end ultimately the Bishop was compelled to take steps to induce soma
other member fo present the petition, The first asked, positively
refused. We obetsin from mentioning his name, solely because we
have not personal knowledge of the faet, nlthough we entertain no
doubt of it. At length Mr Cutten presented the petition, Bub the
point we wish to ithpress on the Catholic publie is, that Mr Barton is
not our friend. .

Lagr week thie paper publisked a copy of a dopyment stating
that o Roman Catholic had been refused an nssisted passage in an
immigrant ship t0 Otago, becanse he was o Catholio, Mr Macondrew,
in b's hustings speech, declared his belief that this charge would be
found to be 8 mara’s nest. 'We sincerely hope it may be found to be
such. But the eriginal document, signed in presence of witnesses, is
in our posceasion, and My Macandrew enn see it nt any moment he
pleases,

TuE BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—A lotter written by the Rev J.
O’Connor to Bishop Moran, has boen sent to us for publication, but
too lato for this week's issue; we phall publish it next week. From
this letter it ap cars that, so far e Cutiwlis childsen nre concerned,
the Benevolent Insfituijon is becoming a  bird's nest,” —that is an
institution for proselytism, ' ’

. His Lonpsare' Bisgor Mozax was lately, an the ocoasion of hie
birthday, presented by the children of Bb. Joseph's Girls School with 8
cowplimentary nddress. The chiltron aleo pluced in his handy theie
own oclleciion of £4 for the Pope, for which his Lordship, on behalf of
himeelf und of the Pope, thanked them.

The concert in aid of the I, A.C.B. was, in point of attendance
aud g8 an entertainment, a great success, - i
THE Cobinet has decided to call the Assembly together on July
15th. The Poat says that Otugo and Auckland have too ruch in-
fluence in the Cabiset, to the prejudice of Wellington, ~—Tn the
Ganlerbury Provineial Council a Committes has been appointed
to enquire jnto the administestion of the waste lands by the

Waste Lands Board.—— An Education Bill 1s to be introdoced into

the Wellington Council. It imposes household rates, varying from L1
to LS according to the value of the houso; also & tux of LI on une
married men not beuseholders, in receipl; of wages above a certuin
amount. It limits school feea to oue shilling per week per child ; nos
mors than four children in any case to be peid for, Religious instrue«
tion to be * non-controversial,” and at previouely stated hours, s that
children may be withdrawn.——W hen the Hero left Sydney £139,000
worth of the 4 per cent. New Zealand debenturss had heen taken u
at £80 10s.— —The Jsnd sold in Canterbury during April realised L61,
24— —TIn the cnse of the Wellingten Hducation Board sgaingt o
ratepayer at Wangauui who refused to pay the Education rate, judg-
mont was given for the plaintiff. The defendant gave notice of appeal.
The chief point in the caee in that the Kducation Act js wltra
vires, as creating summarily recoverable debts of upwards of L20, ~-
A large public meeting has been held ot Poverty Bay for the purpose
of forming a company to lease the Innd on which the ofl Springs are
sitnated, and the arca of which is 5344 acres, the lewseholders to
receive 1000 shares, end 15 per cent. as a royalty, Experiments made
in burning samples of the oil were successful, and 800 shares have
been token up, The Waikatos anficipate fighting within fortnight,
unless the murderers are surrenderod.-.—Mr Mackay reports that a
warrant hns been issued for the apprehension of Me ¢, J. Davis, on a
charga of inciting Rurn to take his (Me Mackay's) life. ——Shots have
been heard between Mr O'Noil's farm and the boundary line. The
Constubulary went ouf, but did not encouster any Nativea, The
gcttlers on the west side of the river huve come in_to Alexandra. I
is guid that Rewi advised the Ngatimaninpoto st Kopua to dispose of
their producs in case of war, Late news from Waikato represents all
quiet, The settiors nre recovering econfidence. The Government are
building redounbts, and constructing rog i3 and bridges, and strengthen«
ing the outposts by reiaforcements of well trained men, Mr M‘Lean
has roceived a letter from thegNpopuhis, of Hokianga, >ondemnin
severely the conduct of the Waikatns and 1he murder of Sullivan, an
offering their services to assist the Grovernment to ohtxin reparation,

THE Buperintendent of Nupier, in his opening address, said that
this year there was much of a satisfactory character to be said. The
Provinee had s evedit balance atjthe bank of £13,000,neurly ull of which
was availuble to supplement the coming yenr's revenue. Tho survey
of a railway from Pakipaki to Waipukurau was completed, and tonders
would shortly be called for its construction. This line would develop
the timber trade, for which .£50,000 a year now left the Proviuce.
The want of Iabor was much felt, but he had received assurances from
the General Government that 750 immigrants would arrive by the end
of the year. Tt was desirable that the Council should make a regom-
mendation to the Assembly on sevoral subjects beyond its own power
to deal with, the most hnporfant being the breskwater, a work infl-
nitely easier than that at Oamurn,and not likely to cost above £100,400,
The Colony might reasonably contribute to if, us the formation of a
Larbor of refuge on the East Coast way o matter of colonial concern,
The Government had prowmised to send un engineer to report on the
work, There was an unplessaut aubjeet to rofer to, viz, the agitation
7 the Nutive Lands Commission. Its Bppointment had encouragsd
the Nutives in the beliof that the lands could be got back by ‘the
repudiation of engagements aud aesigninents, and in consequencs there
had been the attempting of repudiation of almost every trunsaction 5n
the dis-riet, including the first purchase made by Government. Fram
the published evidence, ha felt sure the report of the Commisgion
wonld show the imputations on the settlers to be wholly false. It
was intended, amongst others, to bring in an Education Act, imposing
household rating by valuation, the increuse of the capital grant so
scliools, and to secure a auperior clusa of teachers, on which really the
whole success of the system depended. Ho did not approve of free
education, ss it teuded to lower the standard. ‘The Government
would alao iatroduce o Bill to enable him to advance funds for the
reclemation of the Napier swamp, and a 8heep Bill to oxcise the
elauses reluting to foot-rot, as it wae impossible ‘to check it, the ten.
dency of it being to inorense as English grosses incremsed. The
danger of the introduction of scub from Waellington requived pre-
tionary measures, :

TaE section of the railway line from Selwyn to the Rukaja, 19
miles 50 chaineg in length, has been opened, together with the bridge
ovgr tha Rakaia. The bridgo is 4,480 feot long, and its total cost is
£34,350. The total distance from Christchureh, of 27 1niles, was run
in an hour and twelve minutes. At the défeuner, the Hon, Mr Staf-
ford, in replying ta the toust of “ The General Assembly,” said that
the credit of gpening up the country by means of railways nnd bridges
was duo to Mr Moorkouse, who years ago presaed upon the Govern-
ment the advisability of the construction o? railways, but the proposis
t on, owing to the crippled stato of the finances, could not be entefed
into. Thirty gentlemen have subscribed £598 towards establishidg
o froe library at Olristohoreh, Mr Greorge Gould heads the list with,
£100. The local Press advocates the Council voting s sum towards

the necessary buildings.~——Dr. Monpkton's lease of the Auckland



