
Itmaybe taken for grantedthat, during the ensuing elec-tions, thoughtful andcommonly sensiblemen willpay verylittle attention to what iscalled the constitutional question.It is tobe regretted that adissolution"shouldhavebeen theresult of the agitationof thisquestion;and that so mucheloquence isbeing nowexpendeduponit. No one will bej&sposed to deny the ability, ingenuity, and facility of ex-
pression of the leaders of theconstitutional party. But allthese are compatible with an absence of common sense "
and though entertaining greatrespect for these leaders,we©annot persuadeourselves that on this occasion theyarenotunreasonable.

On reading their speeches, it struck us they are thesquarepegs in theround holes. This Provinceis not theirsphere; theImperial Parliament is theloser by their beingplaced at so great a distance from the constitutional ma-ehme m Westminster, were they there they mightgrindaway, and few wouldbe disposed to find much fault withthem. Ihe House of Commons always contains a.certainnumber of gentlemenwho regardthemselves as the tutelarydivinities of the British Constitution,and,as nogreatharmresults,menhave madeup their minds to meet the inevit-able withdecent resignation.
But inanew and very progressivecountry,in a Provin-cial Council which has no independent legislative power,andwhose business itis to manage suchaffairs as fallunderthe care of GrandJuriesinEngland,it is really toobad totimeandmoney wasted inaburlesqueon the ImperialParliament. The electors will do well to consider if thebusiness of theProvince couldnot be conductedbetter andmore expeditiously without the aidof theselearned gentle-

CANDIDATES' ADDRESSES AND THE EDUCA-
TION QUESTION.

Candidates for Beats in the Provincial Council 'arenumerous,andalmost all have either published addresses,or made speeches explanatoryof their views. A few onlyhave even touched the question of Education, andfewerstill have said a wordin favour of justice to Catholics onthis most important subject.
Our Provincial education ordinance imposes on teacherstheobligation of giving religious instructiontoallchildrenunless their parents object. Taking advantage]!of thisprovisionof the law,teachers

—
we donot sayall

—
insist ongivingreligious instruction to Catholic childreneven aftertheir parents had objected. This, of course, hasbeendenied, but notwithstanding the denial, we assert mostpositively that suchhas been the case,aud weentertainnotthe slightest doubt that such willbe the case"again andagain. Some time ago there werepublished inthispapertwo letters on this subject,making specific charges of un-due interference with the religion of Catholic children.These charges were also made in the presence of theInspector, from whom the-Bishop received aletter a shorttime ago,stating that aninvestigationhadtaken place, andthat thecharge made was true.

But observe, what was the result. Was the teacherreprimanded—
was he removed? Nothing of the sort.Onthe contrary, an excuse was made for him: He hadbeen lately appointed, and a copy of the new minutes ofthe Board had not been sent him. For these reasons,

therefore, the Board thought he was not censurable forinsisting on teaching Protestantism to Catholic childrenindefiance of their father's remonstrance.
Is suchamanas this teacher fit to be entrusted with theeducation of Catholic children? Is a man whose ideas ofreligious liberty andpropriety aresuch as to induce him toinsultand defy a Catholic parent,a fitandproper persontobe master in amixed school? Can such aman be trustedin the future ? Clearly not;and our conviction is there

aremany suchmastersand mistresses in the Otago schools
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men. Common sense and common honesty are all thepeople want,and indeed allthepeople pay for.
Instead of making this constitutional question the point

on whichelections should turn,it would be muchmore tothe purpose to examine the realstate of the law and its ad-ministration in reference to the Crown lands of thePro-vince. Itis admitted onall hands that the prosperity ofthecountry depends on the wise andrapiddisposalof theselands. Ifindustriouspeoplebe notsettledon them inverylarge numbers, the Public Works Scheme will bring ruin,instead of promoting progress. The great question, then,
is, which of the contending parties in Otago is the most--favourable to thealienation of Government landon reason-able terms? Or, is either party really anxious to settlepeopleon theland ? These are two very important ques-tions, the most important that, can engage theattention ofelectors at this time.

We regret it is not inourpower toafford muchaidinthe solution of these knotty points. Our difficulty arisesfrom our unwillingness to sayanything for or againstanyparty. We belong to none,and we are convincedeveryparty contains manyhonest men, who, thoughperhaps mis-taken in their views, mean the promotion of the.publicgood. These ideas restrain ourpen, and we arenot sorryit should be so, considering that the electors themselvesknow the candidates best.One thing,however, is certain, thatit is not always- themanwho is loudest inhis professions who is the people'sbest friend. And what is true of an individual is also trueot parties. Onthenew Land Act it is not now our inten-tionto pronounce an opinion. But' it does seem strangethat thequantity of land which can bedisposedof annuallyon deferred payments should be limited to 30,000 acres;and thatpurchasers shouldbe compelled to settlein certainlocalities,no matter whether these suited their health,busi-ness,or other associations. When these thingsarecoupledwitha statement made by the author of this law in theHouse of Representatives— viz., "We want the landforourchildren,"— one naturally askshimself, Is thisman, ishis party,really desirous of placing alarge populationontheland? oris he andhis party only throwing dust intheeyes of the simple ? Be this as it may, whilst thepatriotsare squabblingover land laws,men with capital are leavingthe Province andpurchasingland elsewhere. Let theelec-tors look to these things.
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