
MRM'LEAN AT OAMARU.

Mr John M'Lean addressed the Oamaru
electors onSaturdayevening, andis reported
in theNorth Otago Times tohave said that
be wouldgive the names of the celebrated
Waste LandBoard Mr lieid was supposed
toappoint:they wereGeorgeDuncan,James
Allan, James Shand, Mr Lumsden, and Mi-
Reidhimself. Heonly gave them the state-
ment ashe found it. Now, he respected
these menasmuch as any inthe Colony, but
there wasnot one of them, with the excep-
tionof MrReid, who was able tounderstand
the most simpleAct,

—
(laughter)— let alone

the most complicated Act that had ever
passed through the Colonial Legislature.
The greatcard played by Mr Reid was the
cry that the Superintendent had exceeded
his powers. Why, the very terms of the
Act were that the Superintendent shouldhave the power to nominate an Exe-cutive, who should hold office duringkis pleasure. He now came to the closing
scene. Jblach knew his part, and the
Speakerknew how to acthis,and did act it
very well. Thewholethingwas wellarrangedinorder thatMrReidshouldhavethelastsay.
The Provincial Secretaryhavingsatdown, the
Clerk opening a Message from the Superin-tendent, putitinto the Speaker's hand. The
Speaker of course wasobligedtoannounceit,and, after somediscussion, asecond Messagearrived, with theprorogationenclosed. The
clerkhanded thisalso to the speaker,butthe
latter nevertheless allowed the member for
the Taieri,Mr Reid, to have his fling. Of
course Mr Reid couldn't be thrownback.
Others were ready and anxious to reply.
When Mr Reid wanted to speak, the
Superintendent's communication was "

a
letter";when MrFish wouldspeak, it was" a Message." He (MrM'Lean) wantedto
speak, but got no chance. The moment Mr
Reidhad finished, the Speaker readtheMes-
sageproroguing the Council, anddarted outof the chair for all the world like a shag
diving off a rock.— (Laughter.) MrM'Lean
added— "1 spoke to him about it, and he
said 'We wereplaying chess— themove wasmine, and Imadeit.'" We knowour Speaker,
and respect him accordingly. They would
seeby his Honor's address that it was pro-
posed toestablish a Branch Lunatic Asylum
at Tomaririro, in which probably thepresent

A Sydney telegram in theArgus says :—:
—

"The ownerof the steamerFidelia, recently
wreckedoffPort Elizabeth, was a passenger
by the Baroda. He had intended insuring
the vessel in Melbourneif allowed to land
there. He was theninquarantinehere until
the steamer'sloss was known, and therefore
hadnoopportunity ofeffectinganinsurance."
We are authorisedto state that there is no
foundation for this statement, the Vessel
having beenheavily insuredinLondon.
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Mr Macandrew:Ishould say decidedly

not;but he can arrangewith the printer if
helikes.

MrWalter :Will you takestepstoascer-
tain whether the statement made in last
Saturday's Tablet is corrector not ?

Mr Macandrew:Ihave already taken
the necessary steps to ascertain whether the
statementof thatpaper that a free passage
hadbeen refused to Otago, because the ap-
plicant was a Roman Catholic, is correct or
not. Ihave alreadyprepareda letter to the
Home Agent on the subject, andIamunder
the belief that the statement has not the
slightest foundation. Itwill be recollected
that a similar statement was made some
two years ago, in regard to which I
corresponded with the Home Agent with a
like result. Catholicscomehere as freely as
members of anyother religion;andImaysaythat for someyears nearly all the men whohave been in my employment are RomanCatholics, and men who have come out as
assistedpassengers.

Mr James Anderson:Seeing that the
Province is in such a prosperous condition,
would you favor the Civil servants partici-
pating in thatprosperity ?

MrMacandrew:IpresumeMr Andersonrefers to the reductions of salary that took
place two yearsago. The Estimates framed
by the Government for presentation to the
late Council contemplated a step in thatdirection.

—
(Cheera.)

MrSlesinger :Will you be prepared to
support an amendment of the electoral law
to provide that candidates shall deposit a
certain, sum tobe forfeited to the State, if
the candidate doesnotpoll a certainnumber
of votes?

Mr Macandrew:Iam given to under-
stand thatit is intendedto introduce amea-
sure in this direction at the ntxt session of
the Assembly, and of courseIshall support
it.—(Cheers.)

Speaker would find a positionwhich wouldbetter suit him than that of Presidentof a deliberativeassembly."— Laughter, ap-plause, and hisset.)
It was a singular fact that when, inafter events, Mr Reid formed a newExecutive, not one' of those gentlemenwho had been members of the Govern-
ment which he said commanded the con-fidence of the country did he ask to joinhim. Lethim (Mr M'Lean) also tell themhow farMr Reid himself poßaessed the con-fidence of the country:why, the very par-
ties who helpedhim (Mr Reid) to carry hismotionon apreviousoccasion, werethe veryparties whoopposedhim this session. Therewereonly twodefinedpartiesin theHouaetheParty of Ordernumbering someeighteen
ornineteenmembers, thepartyof which Mr
Keid was the head numbering about thatsame, andsomeeight or ten unattached:so
manyMicawbera waiting for something to
turnup.

—
(Laughter.) Under such circum-

stances it was impossible to carry on the
businessfof the country. The situationwa*perfectly hopeless. Not long after thetime at which Mr Reid saw great causewhy he should not resign, the StaffordMinistry went out of office, and he,
MrReid, was askedto resume his old posi-
tions. Why didhanot do so ? The reasonshe had alleged, if they were good reasons,
existed still, for up to that time not one
member of the WasteLandBoard hadbeen
appointed. MrReid spokeof thegreatPro-
vincial interestsat stake, andsaid,he wished
to puta cope-stoneupon his work in secur-ing the proper administration of the land
law. Well, the opportunity was offered tohim,andherefusedit. Andwhy ? Because
he allowedpersonal feeling to outweigh hispublic duty. ItEeemedtohim (MrM'Lean)
that in refusing the Superintendent's office
Mr Reid musb have said to himself, "

I
knowIshall get intomy old position again,
and have the satisfaction of stepping ever
yourneck." When hegot down among his
own people again, numbers were askedto
sign a round robin to get him a position,
which he Mr Reid had refused to accept
when it wasofferedhim. Talk of constitu-
tionalprinciplesafter this !Who ever heard
of members of Parliament signing a round
robin to the Queen tocallParliament toge-
gether; andif such a thing were,done wasit
likely thattheQueen would accede ? The
thing was absurd,andit was equally absurd
to expect the Superintendent toconvenethe
Council merely for the sake of allowing Mr
Reid tobeput in a position tooppose him.Itwas for the meeting to judge how far bis
(Mr M'Lean's) conducthadbeenright inthe
matter;but he confessed he wa3 one of a
number of members whoheld that they had
nothing.whatever to do with the personal
quarrels of MrReidandthe Superintendent,
but whose wish and desire was to see the
business of the country carried through.
But no compromise could be allowed

—
a Government must be forced upon the
Superintendent with whom he could not
work, and whichcould not possibly last one
single day. The proposednewExecutivehad
been termed by Mr Bathgate the rainbow
Government, consisting of Reid, Green,
Brown, Stout, and Lumsden. ....
On one occasion he spoke to Mr Reid, and
said:

"
Letit beour firstact torepeal the

ExecutiveOrdinance ;" butMrReid replied:"Oh, no,byno means;the Superintendent
must nave the power, but he must use it
rightly." That was the answerof Mr Reid
himself, so that you sue, if he werein Mr'
Macandrew'a position,he would like to be
able toexercisethesamepowers.

A vote of confidence was unanimously
passedinMr M'Lean.

cialCouncil verymuchupon the samecard?— (Cheers). Itis of course unreasonabletosuppose that 46 men will be got together
who will seeeverysubject in thesamelight-that is altogether out of the question;andIdonot think it is desirableeven if it werepossible, but Ithink itis quite possibletoget 46 men together, the majority of whomwill havebrains enough,— (cheers)— ifImay
sayso, toseethatthe Superintendentelectedby thepeopleis as much, ifnotmoreso, theembodimentof the sovereignty of the peopleas theProvincialCouncil itself,— (hear) be-cause the onerepresents thepeopledirectly,and the other represents them at second'band. Some twoyears ago the majority ofthe elector* of this Province rejected onecandidate for the Superintendency, andelectedanother; whereasthe majority of the
Provincial Council set aside that election,and said iC No, we will not abideby thedecision of the people; we will have ourcandidate in spite of you." Ithink it avery foolish course for wise men to haveadopted;andIhope, gentlemen, thatwhilethe Superintendent and ProvincialCouncilwill work handin hand,and indulgein that
mutual concession which is the veryessence of politics, Ihope, at the sametime that the majority of themembers, as1 have said before, will have brainsenough fco see the real position of thecase.— (Hear.) Why, gentlemen, whatwouldbe thought of the owners of a shiphaving engaged a master to navigate the■hip from Otago toLondon, via Cape Horn,at thesametime gettinga ship'scompanywhowere determined not to take the ship toLondon, and made up their miuds to runher up to the South Pole, via the Cape ofGood Hope? Now, two years ago, you
electedme to takecommand ofthe ship,andIsay, reason andcommon sense alike, dic-tated that, if the voyage was to be aprosperous and successful one, Ishould
at least have some voice iv the selec-
tionofthe officers.

—
(Bear ) Iaae Mr Stout

over there:Idonot knowwhathe will saytoit:Ihave no doubt he will tell you thatthere is noanalogybetween the shipof stateanda shipof the sea;Imaintain however,that there is a verystrict analogy betweenthetwo on thepresentoccasion. 1havebeeu
thrice elected Superintendent of Otago;andIexpect tobe elected for the fourth time.
(Cheers ) Of that there is no doubt -what-
ever;andalthough the office is not a bed ofrose3,at the same time itis the highest and
most honorable position which you canbestow : it is a position -which, if
I am returned again, it will bemy endeavor to fill more worthily in the
future than in thepast.— (Cheers,) Iagain
Bay it isnay highest ambition to be enabled
to be instrumental inpromoting the interests
and in developing the institutions of this
country— (hear)— a country whichIbelieve
is destined to become a very greatcountry
yet. Gentlemen,Imight go on tocompareour present position with many so-called
kingdoms and states;but, 1 may say that
this Province will compare inproportion, as
respects its revenue, commerce, andgeneralresources,andisquiteequaltoseveralBritishColonies— (hear)— and theman -who is Super-
intendent

—
the electedhead of this Province—

is of far greaterimportance than many ofthepettyprinces and potentatesofEurope.—
(Loudcheers.]
Mr Jfcseph Mackayhandedin a written

question.
MrMacandrew:There is a questionthat

has.beenput into my hands, and it is this:"What price didMr James Macandrew pay
for the insertion of his electoraladdress iv
the Gazette?" Well, gentlemen,Imay say
that— (Cries of

"Oh," and "Don'tanswer'5)
—it is aperfectly fair question— thebill has
not yet come in.— (Laughter.) Itold MrDick, the printer, in the presence of my
clerk tomake out a separate bill for my Ad-
dress and send it into me. IhopeIwillmanage to pay it when it does come in.
(Laughter, anda voice:"

That will do you.Mackay.") J
Mr Mackay:What did it cost the Pro-

vince for posting your circulars in the
Gazette?

MrMacandrew :The Gazettegoes freeof
postage.

MrMackay :Will you circulate and let
the address of your opponent be posted in
the same way?


