
HOUSES IN GREAT CITIES.
fConcluded.J

He wouldpropose a very simple model house for the metropolis,
such a oneas he would if hecould build for himself. He would
commence the reformation from thebasement. The basement saps
the health of the occupants of the houso more than any other
deteriorating influence. The basement walls and rooms are,how-
ever clean, always at fault on the score of dampness. They are
surroundedby damp earth;into them alltherain which falls near
the house spluttersdown. Thepipes which convey thewater from
theroof and closets find at the basement their easiest pointsof
leakage. Kettles,pots, and all vessels containing fluids here boil
andcool. Their vapouris given forthandcondensed. Clothes are
here putto the fire, crockery setup to dry-sinks are deluged and
scrubbed All this wet passes by evaporation,with the helpof a
great fire, to theupperpartof the house. Atnight the condensa-
tionensues. Inthemorning the dripping walls are re-heatedand
the process goes on again. A lady he attended in the west of
London suffered from neuralgic pains. He put his hand on the
balustrade as he descended the stairs and found it covered with
moisture. He told his patient that the builder was here wanted
more than the doctor. A great authority was of opinion that
malaria, fever,and ague were sufficiently accounted for by damp-
ness. No doubt colds, exhaustion, toothache,&c,areeither caused
or aggravatedby living above wetbasements with fires in them to
draw up the water, sothat tho occupant of the house is inaworse
position thanif helivedina cityraised onpilesabovealake. The
food in the damp air is rapidly decomposed, its particles carry
infection through the house. The basement in good houses is
also oftenmade the sleepingplace ofwomenandchildren. Philan-
thropists sleep ni^ht after night over these catacombs. Hehad
seen a house where 16 servants slept in underground beds, who
could never at any seasonofthe year see todress withoutartificial
light. The Barons of the Middle Ages took the precautiontocut
off fromall communication withthemselves those who passedtheir
lives intheir dungeons. Now the Ia ement properly shouldbean
arched subway with a free current of air through. It should no
longer be a living-place, a cooking-place, a laundry, bottle vault,
refuse store, larder, servants' bedroom, drain-trap, and lavatory.
Itwould consist of three arches, eachof which through flue open
ings would communicate with the air. One of the arches would
lead to the staircase at theback of thehouse to form the servants'
entrance. In the basement would be placed the closed bin for
receiving, by an outer shaft, all the refuse of the house. Inthe
basement would be a closed tumbling bay inwhich the soilpipe
would discharge. Through thebasement the waterpipe for supply
of thehouse and the gas pipes wouldenter, and two atleast of the
arches might be fittedup ? ithgood furnaces or stoves, into which
air derived from the upper part of the arch might bedrawnand
heated, purified, and passed into the upper part of the house.
Nicely fitted, the basement rooms might be turned into hot air
rooms,like the Roman baths, or to other useful purposes But
about the basement part there would always be this provision,
that it couldneverbe entered byadirect sha,ft communicating and
forming adistinctive connexion with the roomsof thehouse above.
The next change would be in the staircase. This change is not
easy in houses, as at present constructed. But in new houses it
shouldneverbe omitted. Inthe presentconstruction, the staircase
is the shaft of the dwelling through which all the products of
respiration,combustion, and other forms of volatile impurity rise
from the lower to the upper floors. Itholds anopencommunica-
tion with all parts,and while it allows for the diffusion of every
volatile impurity anddamp,it preventsall possibility of maintain-
ing through the house an equitable and agreeable temperature.
It is the great source of draughts and it lessens the size and
comfort of every floor. Itenforces that all tha water-closets shall
be included actually in the living part of every dwelling

—
one of

the most unwholesome and objectionable of all modern arrange-
ments. The staircase should be placedin the rear of thehouse in
a distinct shaft or tower of its own, leading straight from the
ground floor to the upper part above the levelof the house. At
each floor there shouldbe a door, andeach flat would be indepen-
dently lighted, warmed, and ventilated. Through the shaft the
ventilating tubes could be carried, a lift, closets, and lavatories
wouldbein the shaft. All that shouldbeout of the house would
be in this shaft. In the third floor should be the kitchen and
servants' dormitories. From a spare boiler in the kitchen hot
water shouldpass into any floor. The kitchen would haveits own
sink,opening into the dust shaft. The cock loft above,so called
because itis the crownor cap of thehouse, is now misapplied and
misconstructed. Here is a pointed roof, beneath which one is
roasted inthe summer and frozen to death (thereis actual experi-

■ence of this fate) in winter. Here upon a firm, almost level,
asphaltedroof, Dr.Richardson would raise a garden covered with
brick and glass. Into this the stair-shaft would finally enter,and
if any impurities reached this coverud garden with its summer
temperature always derived from the kitchen just beneath, the
impurities wouldbe eaten by the plants. Here the children and
other inmates of the house would play and find relief from the
monotonous contemplation of one or two rooms of limited size
(Applause.)

THE CHURCH IN AMERICA.
We havereceivedfrom a respected correspondenta portion of a
letter referring toan article whichappeared some months since in
our columns, and of which the writer evidently mistakes the drift.
We alluded to non-Catholic America, and did not take into con-
sideration the effects of the Faith uponthe greatBepublic. We
have much pleasureinpublishing the extract forwarded tous,and
-which contains muchthat ia valuableandcheering :—

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, April 20, 1877.
You pointedto an editorial in a recent issue of the Tablet,

headed "A Nation's Bane." The writer speaks as if we wera
galopping head,neck, and heels to the devil. Isuppose wehave
somewickedsinners amongstus,the sameasinevoryothercountry.
Ihardly believe America is quite as badas he writes it downin
the Tablet. Ithink it speaks well for the country the rapid
growthandspread of the Catholic faith, and,if we beallowedto
forecast the future by the lightof the past, wemay, withoutpre-
sumption, predicate for Catholicity a career of usefulness and
glory and influence far-reaching and all-pervading on American
soil, hithertounequalled,evenin the most triumphant days of our
holy and venerableMother.

Only one hundred years ago, the Catholics of the United
Colonies consisted of a few isolated groups, without influence,
authority, or legal recognition; in the aggregate they counted
about one in every thousand of the population. In1810 the
Catholics wereestimated atupwards of150,000, andthe clergy 80,
ordouble the number reportedin 1800. Twentyyears afterwards
the laity had increased to 450,000, and the clergy to 232. The
hierarchy, which only dated from 1789,at this time reckoned 13
bishops. In1840 the Catholicsincreased overone million,and the
priesthoodto482. In1850 the Catholic population was estimated
at two and a quartermillions, the clergyat 1800. The year1860
added to the Church four andahalfmillions,under the chargeof
2235 priests. The year1876, the best authority,puts the Catholic
population seven millions. In the year 1847, wo had but 812
churches, severalof which were small frame buildings. Many of
these have since been pulleddown,reconstructed, or rebuilt, and
replacedby substantial brick or stone edifices. This in itself was
a work of considerable merit.;but when wereflect that since then
no less than four thousand threehundrednew churches have been
added to this number, excellent specimens of solid lnisonry and
architectural skill. The noble cathedrals especially which adorn
Baltimore, Albany, Buffalo, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Cincinnati,
Boston, and other sees, are models of design, durability, and
grandeur,of which any countryor age might beproud. The same
may be said,but with greater emphasis, of the Cathedral of St.
Patrick nownearly completedin New York;that epic in marble,
from the ta.ll spire of which the glittering emblem of our salvation
is dfistined, at no far distant day, to shine down upon a million
faithful followers of the Cros3 Eighty-seven hospitals,and two
hundredand twenty asylums of variouskinds, attest the practical
charity andbenevolenceof the Catholics of America The number
of schools about one thousand,perhaps more. Inthe largecities
most of the churches have a building for educational purposes
attached Inthe ruraldistricts the basements of the churches are

enerally used for primary schools There are also anumber of
wiiatare called charity schools, generallyunder the chargeof some
of the teaching orders. New York alone bo\sts 24 of those schools,
erected at a cost of four million dollars. There ara 640 academies
and select schools, withanaverageattendance of 60,000, for whose
accommodation, as wellas for t cnuns andsisters who watcho^er
them, anequalnumber ofbuildings, some verycostlyand extensive,
have beenprovided. Though our seminaries and colleges do not
show a proportionaterateof increase, either innumbers or attend-
ance, the result, if taken by itself, is highly satisfactory. Inthe
las!1century twoof them only existed in the UnitedStates. Up to
1850 ten more were added. In1874 we had 18 theological semin-
aries, attended by 1375 students; 68 colleges with over 10,000
pupils,andabout 600professorsand te.xchers. Our deficiency here
is plausible erougi, but we will advance. Few persons whohave
not devoted special attention to Catholic matters, can form an
estimate of the radical change whichhas been takingplacegradu-
ally but surely in the American mind regarding Catholicity. Fifty
yearsago there werehundredsof townsand villages whereprofessors
of our faith, few and obscure, were looked upon with downright
contempt; while aCatholicpriest,because unknown, wasregarded
as little less than amonster of iniquity. Innearly all thoseplaces
where formerly so little was known about our faith,arenow tobe
found substantial churches, large and respectablecongregations,
zealous and respected priests, aud, perhips, one or more educa-
tional and charitable institutions. The rural American of to-day,
who, withall his deficiencies, is usually a fair-minded man,being
thus brought face to face with the things he hadbeen taught to
loathe, begins to feel the mists of prejudice lifted from his judg-
ment,and ends by respecting the devotionand unaffectedpiety of
those he lately contemned. Many other causes have likewise con-
tributed to this desirable revolution inpopular feeling, such as the
annual visit of so many of our wealthy andinfluential citizens to
Europe,where the ancient splendorof the Church may be seenin
all its perfection Godless education will not destroy America as
the writerin the Tablet predicts,butIwill predict if he takes a
trip this wayin a hundred years hence, he will find thegrandold
shipof statesailing the waterof Catholic America.
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About half-past twelve o'clock on Wednesday, 3rd January,
the sea along the coastat Wicklow was observed to ris.3 beyond its
usual height. Aboutanhour afterward nearly the whole borough
was submerged, the waves breaking over someof the houses. One
house was completely levelled, and the furniture carried away.
The inhabitants of thehouses in Strand-street had to take refuge
in the upper stories. Along the quay a strange sight presented
itself. Timber wasfloating about in all directions and swept out
to sea,one merchant losing about J350 worth. Several broaches
arereportedin the line of railway ne?r Newcastle, and no trains
canget past. The twoo'clock train from Dublin was stopped atKilcool, andall theup trains remained at Wioklow. Sucharising
of the seahas neverbefore occurred at Wicklow.

We learn that Mr.MeLbkey. of Rattray-street. isc'eariiig off hU
first-cUbs stockof boots uudshoos atunpreuelemedly low mte<. Th«
stlo will lust for a month, and affords an opportunity to economical
heads of homo* of laying in a supplyof c ipital shoe-leather for tb»
winter.


