racnee of this fate) in winter.
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HOUSES IN GREAT CITLES.
—me

{ Concluded. ) .
Hx would propose a very simple model house for the metropolis,
such a one as he would if he could build for himself. He would
commence the reformation from the basement. The basement saps
the health of the cccupants of the house more than any other
deteriorating influence. The basement walls and rooms are, how-
ever clean, alwaye at fault on the score of dampness. They are
surrounded by damp earth ; into them all the rain which falls near
the house splutters down. The pipes which convey the water from
the roof and closets find at the basement their easiest points of
leakage. XKettles, pots, and all vessels containing fluids here boil
and cool. Their vapour is given forth and condensed. Clothes are
hero put to the fire, erockery sob up to dry-sinks are delnged and
serubbed  All this wet passes by evaporation, with the help of a
great fire, to the upper part of the house. At night the condensa-
tion ensues. In the morning the dripping walls are re-heated and
the process goes om again. A lady he attended in the west of
London soffered from neuralric paing. He put his hand on the
balustrade az he descended the stairs and found it covered with
moisture. He told his patient that the bailder was here wanted
more than the doetor. A great authority was of opinion that
malaria, fever, and ague were sufficiently accounted for by damp-
ness. No doubt colds, exhaunstion, toothache, &c., ave either caused
or aggravated by livin:y above wet basements with fires in them to
draw up the water, so that the occupant of the house is in a worse
position than if he lived in a city raised on piles above a lake. The
food in the damp =air is rapidly decomposed, its parficles carry
infection through the house. The basement in good houses is
also often made the sleeping place of women and children. Philan-
thropists sleep niszht after night over these eatacombs. He had
seen a house where 16 servants slept in underground beds, who
could never at any season of the year see to dress withont artificial
lizcht. The Barons of the Middle Ages took the precantion to cut
off from all communication with themselves thoze who passed their
lives in their dungeons. Now the 1a ement properly should he an
arched subway with a free current of air through. It should no
longer be a [iving-place, a cooking-place, a laundry, bottle vault,
refuse store, larder, servanis’ bedroom, drain-trap, and lavatory.
It would consist of three arches, each of which throngh flue vpen
ings would communicate wrth the air. One of the arches would
lcad to the staircase at the back of the house to form the servants’
entrance. In the basement would be placed the closed bin for
receiving, by an outer shaft, all the refuse of the house, In the
basement would be a closed tumbling bhay in which the soil pipe
would discharge. Tlhrough the basement the water pipe for supply
of the house and the gas pipes would enter, and two at least of the
arches might be fitted up 7 ith good furnaces or stoves, into which
air derived from the upper part of the archh might be drawn and
heated, puritied, and passed into the unpper part of the house.
Nicely fitted, the basement rooms might be turned into het air
rooms, like the Roman baths, or to other useful purposes Bur
about the basement part there would always be this provision,
that it couid never be entered by a direct shaft communicating and
forming a distinctive connexion with the rooms of the house above,
The next change would be in the staircase. This change is not
ensy in houses, as at present constructed. But in new houses it
should never be omitted. In the present construction, the staircase
is the shaft of the dwelling through which all the products of
respiration, combustion, and other forms of velatile impurity rise
from the lower to the upper floors. It holds an open communica-
tion with all parts, and while it allows for the diffusion of every
volatile impurity and damp, it prevents all possibility of maintain-
ing through the house an equitable and agreeable temperature.
It is the great source of draughts and it lessens the size and
comfort of every floor. It enforces that all the water-closets shall
be included actually in the living part of every dwelling—one of
the most unwholesome and objectivnable of all modern arrange-
ments. The staircase should be placed in the rear of the house in
a distinct shaft or tower of its own, leading straight from the
ground floor to the upper part above the lavel of the house. At
cach floor there should be a door, and each flabt would be indepen-
dently lighted, warmed, and ventilated. Through the shaft the
ventilating tubes could be carried, a lift, closets, and lavatories
wonid be in the shaft. All that should be out of the house would
he in this shaft. In the third floor should be the kitchen and
gervants’ dormitories. From a spare boiler in the kitchen hot
water should pass into any floor. The kitchen would have its own
sink, opening into the dust shaft., The cock loft above, so called
because it is the crown or cap of the house, i3 now misapplied and
misconstructed. Here is a pointed roof, beneath which one is
roasted in the summer and frozen to death {there is actnal experi-
Here upon a firm, almost level,
asphalted roof, Dr. Richardson would raise a garden covered with
brick and yluss. Into this the stair-shaft wonld finally enter, and
if any impurities reached this covercd garden with its summer
temperature always derived from the kitchen just bemeath, the
impurities would be eaten by the plants, Here the children and
other inmates of the house would play and find relief from the
monotonous contemplation of one or two rooms of limited size
(Applause.)

THE CHURCH IN AMERICA.
e - sm——
WE have received from a respected correspondent a portion of a
letter referring to an article which appeared some montha since in
our colamps, and of which the writer evidently mistakes the drift.
We alluded to non-Catholic America, and did not take into con-
sideration the effecta of the Faith upon the great Republic. We
bave much pleasure in publishing the extract forwarded to us, and
which contains wuch that is valuable and cheering :~—

You pointed to an editorial in a recent isane of the Lasuer,
hended A Nation's Bane.” 'The writer speaks zs if we were
galopping head, neck, and heels to the devil. I suppose we have
some wicked sinners amongst us, the same as in every other country,
I hardly believe America is guite ag bad as he writes it down in
the Tapter. I think it speaks well for the country the rapid
growth and spread of the Catholic faith, and, if we be allowed to
forecast the future Ly the light of the past, we may, without pre-
sumption, predicate for Catholicity a career of usefulness and
glory and influence far-reaching and all-pervading on American
goil, hitherto unequalled, even in the most trinmphant days of our
holy and venerable Mother.

Only one hundred years ago, the Catholics of the United
Colonies consisted of a few isolnted groups, without influence,
aunthority, or legal recognition; in the aguregate they counted
about one in every thousand of the population. Tn 1810 the
Catholivs were estimated at upwards of 150,000, and the clergzy 80,
or donble the number reported in 1800. Twenty years afterwards
the laity had increased to 450,000, and the clergy to 232. The
hierarchy, which only dated frora 1789, at this time reckoued 13
bighops. In 1840 the Catholics increased over one million, and the
priesthood to 482. 1In 1850 the Catholic population wa3 estimated
at two and a guarter millions, the clergy ot 1800. The year 1860
adided to the Church foar and a half millions, under the charge of
2235 priests. The year 1876, the best authority, pute the Catholic
population seven millions, In the year 1847, we had but 812
churches, several of which were small frame buildings. Many of
these have since been pulled down, reconstructed, or rebuilt, and
replaced by substantial brick or stone edifices. This ia itself was
a work of considerable merit; but when we reflect that since then
no less than four thousand three hundred new churches have been
added to this number, excellent specimens of solid misonry and
architectural skill. The noble cathedrils especially whiel adorn
Baltimore, Albany, Buffalo, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Cincinnati,
Boston, and cther sees, are models of design, durability, and
grandeur, of which any country or age might be proud. The same
may be said, but with greater emphasis, of the Cathedral of St.
Patrick now nearly completed in New York; that epic in marble,
from the tall spire of which the ylittering emblem of our salvation
18 destined, at no far distant day, to shine down npon a million
faithful foliowers of the Cress Eighty-seven hogpitals, and twa
hundred and twenty asylums of various kinds, attest the practical
charity and benevolence of the Catholics of America The number
of sehools about one thousand, perhaps more. In the large cities
most of the churches have a building for educational purposes
attached In the rural districts the basements of the churches are

eneraily used for primary schools There are also a number of
what are called charity schools, generally under the charye of some
of the teachin:r orders. Now York nlone boists 24 of those schools,
erccted at a cost of four millinn dollars. There ara 640 academies
and select schools, with an average attendanee of 60,000, for whose
accommodation, as well as for t ¢ nnns and siziers who waten over
them, an equal number of buildings, some very costly and extensive,
have been provided. Though our seminaries and collezes do not
show a proportionate rate of increase, either in numbers or attend-
anve, the resnlb, if taken by itself, is highly satisfactory. In the
last century two of them only existed in the United States. Up to
1850 ten more were added. In 1874 we had 18 theological semin-
avies, nttended by 1375 students; 68 colleges with over 10,000
pupils, and about 600 professors and teachers. Our deficiency here
is plausible eroug 1, but we will advance. Few persons who have
not devoted special attention to Catholic matters, can form an
estimate of the radical change which has been taking place gradu-
ally but surely in the American mind regarding Catholicity. Fifty
years ayo there were hundreds of towns and villages whereo professors
of our faith, few and obscure, were looked upon with downright
eontempt ; while a Catholic priest, because unknown, was regarded
as little less than a monster of iniquity. In mearly all those places
where formerly so little was known zbout our faith, are now to be
found suhstantial churches, large and respectable conyrezations,
zeslous and respected priests, and, perhips, one or more educa-
tional and charituble institutions. The rural American of to-day,
who, with all his deficiencies, iz usually a fair-minded man, being
thus bronght face to face with the things he had heen taught to
loathe, begins to feel the mists of prejudice lifted from his judg.
ment, and ends by respecting the devotion and unaffected piety of
those he lately contemned. Many other eauses have likewise con-
tributed to this desirable revolution in popular feeling, such as the
anaual visit of so many of our wealthy and influential citizens to
Europe, where the ancient aplendor of the Church may be seen in
all its perfection Grodless education will not destroy Awnerica ag
the writer in the TasrLET predicts, but I will predict if he takes a
trip this way in a hundred years hence, he will find the grand old
ship of stute sailing the water of Catholic America.

About half-past twelve o'clock on Wednesday, 3rd January,
the sea along the coast at Wicklow was observed to ris: beyond its
usual height. About an hour afterward nearly the whole borough
was submerged, the waves breaking over some of the houses. One
houze was completely levelied, and the furniture earried away.
The mhabitants of the houses in Strand-street had to take refuge
in the upper stories. Along the gumay a strange sight prosentad
itself. Tunber was fluating about in all directions and swept out
to sea, one merchant losiny about £50 worth. Several breaches
are reported in the line of railway nesr Newcastle, and no trains
can get pust. The two o'clock train from Dublin was stopped at
K.lcvol, and all the up traing remained at Wicklow, Such a rising
of the sua has never before oceurred at Wicklow,

WE learn (hat My, MeLiskay, of Rattray-street, is clearing off hia
firat-¢luss stock of boots und sboes at unpreve.lentedly low ruter. The

sile will last fur & month, and affords an opportunity 160 ~conomical

hoads of honses of laying in & supply of cpital shos-leather for the
winter.



