
EXPERIMENT WITH THE EIGHTY-ONE TON GUN.
The long-expected and anxiously prepared-for firing against the
47-inch targetby the81-tongun took placeatthe school of gunnery
on Thursday, February 8. The weather was very thick until just
before the arrivalof the visitors by special train fromLondonand
specialcarriages from Southend, butbya quarter toeleveno'clock
the sunbroke out. The gun, ona line of heavy rails, lay facing
the target,which stoodexactlyat the end of thebroad road across
the marshes and lookedstrongenought toresist anything. Itwas
16ft. longby 10ft. high, andwas composedof foureight-inchplates
of best rolled iron bolted together with three-inch bolts, three
intervals of fiveinches eachbeing filledwithseasoned teak. Along
the top lay oneof the Thundererplates,and similar platesat the
sides helped to solidify the structure. The 47 inches of ironand
teak were backed by three tiers of eight whole timber piles at
intervals of 10ft.andBft., andthemassive frameworkof greatbalks
wasstruttedagainst these pilesby diagonaland transverse timber,
the jointsof which werestrengthenedby angleplates of inch iron,
held by inchbolts. Under the directions of Captain Ellis a white
mark was placedon the target 3ft. 9in. from the bottom, and6ft.
sin. fromthe left side, andon this the gun was laid. Infront of it
were the wires for measuring the velocity of the projectile, and
between these and the gun was placed a screen of calico to test
windage. At ten minutes to elevenGeneral Campbell andother
distinguished officers came on the ground, and presently a very
largenumber of English and foreign visitorsfollowed. Ateleven
o'clock the first bugle was sounded to clear the ground, andten
minutes laterasecondgavemoreurgentwarningfor the spectators
tobetake themselves to the splinter proofs. At twenty minutes
past eleven the gun was fired. The report was comparatively
slight,and|the impact of 3701b. shellmade very little noise. A
flashof fire wasseen as the shot struck, andon examinationthe
projectile was found to have made a penetration of 46.V inches.
Three of the 8-inchplates werepierced and the fourthbulged out
aboutfourinches. Itwasalsocrackedinastar,8inchesindiameter.
One of the greatpiles of the first series was nipped cleanin two,
andone14-inchbalk of timber was crushedto 9i inches, andinto
matchwood. On the whole,penetrationwould have been effected
inanother inch. The base of the shell, which brokeup,is about
4inches from the face of the target. Itis thought anothershot
wouldgo completely through.

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS AT THE ANTIPODES.

Some fifteen years ago a work was published by Mr. T. W. M.
Marshall, entitled

"
Chnstion Missions;their agents,their methods

andresults." The design of the authoris to prove,andmainly, too,
by the testimony of Protestant authorities, that the Protestantmis-
sionaries employed were unfit geneially speaking for the work from
their worldly spirit, and in many instances from their immoralor
dissolute habits,andthat they have utterly failedin the work of con-
verting the heathens;whileon the other hand the Catholicmission-
aries were apostolic in their teaching and manners, and actually
succeeded toanotableandstriking ei'ent in the work of converting
the pagan to the faithandloreofChrist inall partsof the world. A
few facts respecting the missions to the AustralianBlacks and the
Maoris, taken from this work, mayproveinterestingto the readersof
the Tablet. Dr. Lang, the Presbyterian historian of New South
Wales, save,in August, 1852, "There is as y«t nowe! authenticated
case of the conversionof one AustralianBlack." This is not due to
the want of money. In the year 1828, when the whole popul&ti >n
of the colony— EuropeanIpresume

—
wan a little over thrty-six

thousand, the cost of the Ang'ican Ecclesiasticalestablishment was
£22,000. Twenty-two thousand pounds! But this did nut satisfy
theAnglicanapostles

—
twoinnumber. Theyeachpresentedanaccount

for extras, one for £700 the other for £800, andgotit too.
Archdeacon Scott,after failing in business inEngland and then

acting as a clerk op secretary merged at last into an ecclesiastical
dignitary and was sent out on a salary of £2,000. Two thosind
pounds! What was the fruit, of the teaching of those well-paidPro-
testant missionaries as regards the conversion of the aborigines ?
Literally nothing. Bishop Broughton told the Committee of the
House of Commons thathe did not believe it possible to instilinto
themind ofanAustralian Black any adequate idea of God op Chris-
tianity —an opinion which it is oniy fair to say was repudiatedby
Wesleyan witne-ses before b\<e same Commit tet*. So far is this fiom
being true tl at Mr.Gerstaerker, an expirienced German traveller,
tells that he visiteda school in which native childrenread thebible
with a great deal more exprestion and emphasis than children in
English village school* commonly do. Is it lively that Au-tralian
Blacks would be incapable of receiving truths intended by God tobe
addressed toall men? " Effortsprodigal indeed in zealand money,"
say Col. Mundy, in hisHistory of the Australian Colonies, "havebeen
made loChristianise and civili-e the AustralianBlacks, but they have
hithertomet with failure." From these barren Protestant missions
turnnow to the Roman Catholic missions. A Protestunt traveller,
Mr.W. S.Bradxhaw, in his "Voyages in India and China," etc.,
admits tho success of the Roman C»tholic missionaries among the
Australian Backs in thtse words

— "Tne Roman Catholic clergy
have a native mission establishment in Victoria PI'ins where they
make the nativesusefulby takingevery means of civilising them. A
verygood feelingexis's betweenthe KomanCatholicsand natives."

A new Benedictine monastery was in 1859 eolemnly blessedin
the districtof Perth. Fromthat hour hope downed on thenative of
Australia. The example of the industry of the monks lias been
followedby many natives, who, abandoning their wandering life, have
turned their attention to tbe cultivation of the soil andnow liveon
itsproduce. Moreover, threeyoung Australianblacks have been sent
from this institution to Rome to complete their education. Here is
proof that the Australian blacks are not incapable of civilisationor
receiving Christian instruction, notwithstanding that Protestant mis-
sionaries, and 1 may say Protestantsgenerally, if not so«.e Cath lies
too, have so often pronounced their case to be utterly desperate.
The idea so commonly pub forward by English Protestant writers,
that barbarous races like the Australian andNew Zealand aborigines
muse, of necessity or by an <>rder o.Providence, disappear before the
march of Christum civilisation,is one which, asLord Goderichwrote
toGovernorBourk, cannot be heard without feelings of indignation
andshame. But shame or no shame, itis a notion which seems to
have taken firm possession of the majority of theEnglishProtestant
people. Itis, moreover,a fact which Protestant travellers andothers
whohave visitedpugan countries attest, that the Protestantmission-
aries make Christians, or ra'her nominal Christians, of those whom
theyundertake to convert,only to make them worse and more un-
amiable characters, in many respects, than they were when living in
paganism, aud before the missionary ever visited them, 'Iheyhave
made the unforcunite Maori what he was not before they took him in
hand— inhospituble, greedy, and selfish. You shall see something
more of this ina future communication with whichImean to trouble
you. It is a terrible andhumbling thought that England,as thehigh
priest of Protestantism, is not only civilising noble savages like the
Maori off the face of the earth, but also spoiling andcoirupting the
morals of such of them as may for a time survive. Those savage
races whichhave long escapedtheblighting influenceofProtestantism,
andhave been taught by Catholic missionaries, arenot disappearing
but increasing in numbers,and along with the faith theyadopt the
habits of areal Christian. No soonerdo the self-willed, woildly, and
luxurious English and American Protestant misssionaries appear on
the field, formerly occupied by the self-denying Catholic missionary
alone, than the work of real conversion is suspended,or rather goes
buck. The vices of the civilised Protestant man then become en-
grafted on those of the savage. The fate of the latter is sealed. He
begins to sink in the moral scale, andhid vices lead to the extinction
of his race. His fatal Protestant friends thenslip iuto his place, and
enjoyhis landsandhis otherpossessionsin due time. Itwasadismal
day for thepagan nations of the worldwhen England renounced the
Catholic faith, andtheCatholicnations themselves became unfaithful
to their creed, as so many of themhave done. The just Judgeof the
nations willsurely punish, in some way, such conduct as this, but
Low or whenwocannot kuow. Already they have felt his scourge.

Inmany Germanparishes where the parishpriests havedied
thecoadjutor-priestshavebeen allowedtocontinue toperform the
parochial functions as formerly. Butacommunicationhas lately
beenmadetoseveral coadjutorsinparishes thus circumstancedin
Nassauthat their continuing to perform the parochial functions
after the deathof theparishpriestis illegal, andcanno longer be
permitted. This will leave several parishes quite destitute of.
ecclesiasticalministrations. Cainbcrg andllohn,withpopulations
of -1,000 and3,000 Catholicsrespectively,willsuffer tluuj.
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CARDINAL MANNING'S BELIEF.

At St. Peter's Church,Hatton-garden,on Sunday evening,14th
January, Pontifical Vespers were sung1 by bis Eminence the
Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster. HisEminence wasassisted
by theVery Eev. Dr. Kirner, and Fathers Crescitelli, Nenci,J.
Bannin,and O'Haire. After Vespers his Eminence preachedthe
sermon,taking for his text:

—
"And all the kings of the earth shall adore Him; all the

nations shallserveHim" (Psalmlxxi.11).
In the courseof his remarkshis Eminencesaid thatthe time

once was when the kings of the earth did adore Him, and the
nations servedHim

—
when kings and princesbowed downbefore

thename ofJesus. But what was the stateof Christendomat the
presentday ? Time was whenChristendomfrom eastto west was
one great family of the faith, butnownations andmenhad gone
astray from Jesus Christ. The unity of Christendom was rent
asunder; what was formerly Catholic unity is now rent into he
knewnothow many sections. Looking abroad one might almost
think that the prophecy contained inthe wordsof the text would
not be fulfilled. The Vicar of Jesus Christ is despoiledof his
rightful possessions,and Church, law, and order set at defiance.
Heresy andschism wererampant,andmen had taken tointerpret
for themselves the Divine commands and revelations, accepting
that whichsuited theirinclinations, and rejecting that which was
opposed to their own ends. Inthe whole history of the Church,
however,there neverwas a time when within the Churchherself
unity was so strong,so manifest, as at this day. What werethe
heresies ofthe present time? he asked. HeresywasaGreek word,
signifying"choosing." Andtorenderitintofamiliar language, it
waspicking and choosing on the part of the world,whorejected
the Divine voice of the Church, whichspoke with authority, for
observances of their own creation. The world not only rejected
the truth,but in their wisdom(as they thought it) they rejected
the teachings oftheir acknowledgedleaders and founders. There
was not now a man in Switzerland who believed and practised
what Calvin taught, nob a man in Scotland who believed what
Knox taught, nor in England what Cranmer taught. Where is
Protestantism? Itis an inconsistency. Even amongthemselves
Protestantswereatwarwitheachother,anddissensionanddiscord
was raging. His Eminence expressed his belief in an ultimate
reunion with the Church of God, that reverence to his Blessed
Motherwouldbe again universal,and that unity would be again
restored. Those inmiddleage might not live toseethe day, but
he believed their children would,and they wouldlive to blessthe
day when the world returned to the Church and faith, of their
fathers.

—
Westminster Gazette.
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