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PRESENTATION TO MR. J. J. CONNOR.

Ok Saturday evening last the staff of the firmof Mills,Dick,and
Co.metat theGlobe Hotel, Princes-street South,at the invitation
ofMr.J. J.Connor,overseerof thepressdepartment, whois sever,
ingaconnection with the office of 15 years'standing. A coldcol*
lationwas providedby Mr. Harris, to which between 40 and 50
guestsdidamplejustice. Aftersupper, JohnDick,Esq., wascalled
to the chair, the vice-chair being occupied by Mr. Connor. Mr.Connor, inaddressinghis guests,said it was with great reluctance
thathehad decided toretire from theservice of Mills,Dick,and
<"0., forhehadspent thd happiest andbestpart of his life in that
employ. However, what he was doing, he believed,was for his
own benefit. Hehad a greatrespect for the oldcustoms of thetrade; therefore, he had invited them to have a parting glass.
The Vice-Chairman,ingiving the first toast

— "
Success to the firm

ofMills, Dick,andCo."
—

gave anamusing accountof his firstcon-
nectionwith Mr. Dick. Some15 yearsago,he said, afterrecover-
ing fromthe gold fever,hearrivedin Duuedin regularly hard-up,
andmorelike anavvythanaprinter. Hewassuspiciously viewed
fromhead to foot,but he pressedso hard for a job that he was
takenon,andhadbeen withMr.Dickoversince. Byhis employer
he hadalways been treatedwith the greatest kindness, andhehad
tried to the best of his ability to do his duty. He thenpasseda
high eulogium on Mr. Dick as an employer, and the toast was
drunk with acclamation. Mr. Bayliss then favored the company
withasong,after whichMr Dick rose andproposedthe"Health
andProsperity of Mr. Connor." Ho said hedid not look on the
employe as a slave who wanted to be driven to his duty. He
looked upon it ina business way,and expectedaquidpro auo for
whathe gave. Ifaman wanted watching, the sooner he wasrid
ofhim the better. He wasverysorryMr. Connorwas leaving his
employ;but he sincerely wished him success in his new under-
taking. Hehas greatpleasurein presenting Mr.Connorwith this
small mark of esteem fromhimself andfellow workmen,andwished
him long life, health, and prosperity. He then handed to Mr.
Connor a beautiful iced water-ju* and salver, and also informed
him he would be presented with a writtenaddress for framing.
The toast was drunk with musical honors. After the toasts of"

Mr.Reid," "Mr. Woodifield," and
"

Mr. Terry
"

were givenand
suitablyresponded to,andafewson andrecititionssjiven, a most
enjoyable evening was brought toa close by

" AuldLin*Syne
"

andthe National Anthem.

THE CELT IN CONNAUGHT.
A writer in the London Telegraph, who confesses toabitterani-
mosity against the Celt, as he knew the raoe in. the extTene west
of Ireland, is compelled to give the following1 testimony to his
char icter:

—
He is staunch to his kinsmen, and his people,buthe

hates the"stranger"; heis unclean in his habits,anddegraded
in his superstitions;hecan remember injuries, but heis without
gratitude;heis passionate,without courage;andhe is exciteable,
withoutstability. His spirit is tender,but his heartis hard;and,
tocrownall,he is utterly at the mercy of the priest. There is
nothing, inshort todistinguish him from his Celtic brother in the
Western Hebrides of Scotland, except that ha is habitually un-truthful,and thathestill clings to a faith which the other deems
morally extinct. This is the dark side of the picture; there is alight side, too. The IrishCelt loves the scenes where he was born,
and the roof which shelters him from birth. He is a dutifulson, a
faithful husband, a kind father: though his personis unclean, his
affectionsarepure,andheis without bestial vices;heis patieutin
suffering, unwearyingintrust, where his trust is given;he tills a
few sad acres for bare life, and wears a few poor rags for bare
warmth; but,so long as he is undisturbed,he is uncomplaining;
and,aboveall, he softens the hard leavenof his lot with the dews
of asimple faithin Heaven. Sfo greeting, however casual,is com-
pletewithout its thanks andbenediction. "A fine day,thank God,"
is the simple formula, spoken as a matterof course;and evenina
drenching shower, we nave heard the words, "A fine, fresh day,
thank God,"come from the lips of apassingpeasaiit-wonian soaked
to the skin !

COMMERCIAL.

Mb.Henry Driver(on behalf of the NewZealandLoan and
Mercantile Agency Company) reports for the -week ending April
18,as follows:

—
Fat Cattle.

—
There wasaveryfull supplyof 230headyarded,

■v44ju^proportionof whichwere of goodto prime quality. Owing,
howWfer, to the large number offered, prices somewhat receded,
andprimequality didnot realise ovei 27a 6dper 100lb;ordinary,
about238 to255. At the yards we sold 40 head, andhaveplaced
alikenumber privately.

FatSheep.
—

A moderate supply of 1000 were penned,which
caused a further slight advanceon last week'squotations Best
cross-breds brought from 9s to 12s 6d

—
or equal to 2d to2sdper

lb. At the yards we sold400, and have delivered500 privately
during the week.

FatLambs.
—

Only about 60 came forward,of mediumquality,
andsold at from7s to8s 6deach.

Store Cattle.
—

Few are offering, with a limited demand for
■winterfeeding. No transactions ofimportance to report.

Store Sheep.
—

The market is still bare of young sheep,both
merinos andcross-bred,particularly the former, for which there is
a good demand. Old culls and wethers, however, are plentiful,
without finding buyers attheextreme low rates at which theyare
offered. During the week we have sold 6000 at followingquota-
tions:Merino wethers, two, four,six,andeight-tooth, 5s to5s 6d;
do,full-mouthed,3s to3s 6d;merino ewes, two,four, andsix-tooth,
6s to6s 6d;do, full-mouthed.2s to3s 6d;cross-breds, two-tooth,
5s 9dto6s 3d;do, four-tooth andover,6a 6dto7s 6d.

Sheepskins.
—

A fair supply came to our weekly auction on
Monday, which sold at very full rates. Pelts, Is 2d to Is 4d;
merino shearlings, Is lid to 2s 3d;cross-breds, 2s 6d to 3s 2d
each;station skins, 6£d to6sd.Hides.—^mall supply. Laterates weremaintained. Heifers'
and steers', 5s to 9s each;medium, 15s 3d to 163 6d; heavy
weights,19s 9d to20s 3d

—
or3i to 4d for wetsalted.

Tallow.
—

None offered.
Grain.

—
Wheat

—
There is more inquiry for goodsoundmilling

samples, which we quote at 5s to 5s 3d. Secondary samplesare
now saleable at 4s to4s 6d. Inferior andfowls' feed is ingreater
supply, and more difficult of sale, at 3s6d to3s 9d. Oats are not
offering in large quantities,which, with considerable demand for
shipping, the market is veryfirm, or evenashade higher this week,
2s 4dbeing freely offered for good feed,andmilling, 2s6d to2s7d.
Barley— Some goodparcelsof maltingsampleshavechangedhands,
the choicest bringing 4s 9d; medium, 4s to 4s 3d; inferior, 3s 6d
to3s 9d. Feedsamplesinquired for at 2s 6d.

Mr.A. Mercer repor s asfollows for the week ending April IS.
1877,retail prices only :"- Fresh butter, iniand lib p-ints, Is4d to
Is 6d; fresh butter, in lumps, Is2d to Is 3d; powderedand salt
butter. Is3d Fresh butter for this season of theyear is very plenti-
ful" and the most of theshops in town have tosalt do »n 'heir supplies.
Cheese, b.b* quality, lOd to Is; English, unsaleable, Is4d per lb;
s de nndrolled bacon, lOd to lid;C lonial hams, Is Id to1- 2.1 per
lb; English hams. Is 4d to Is 6d; eggs very scarce, retailing at 3s
per dozen.

Mr. M. C. Fleming reports (wholesale prices) for the week
endingApril18, 1877, as follows:— Oats (feed),per bushel,2s to2s 3d;
milling, 2s 6J. Wheat (chicks), 3- to 3s 6d. Harley malting, 48 to
4s 6d;feed, 2s 6d to 3s. Pollard, sc-arce. Br.in, .£3 15s, bags i-
cluded. Flour,large bags, £13; small, £13 10s. Oatmeal, £12 10s.
Potatoes, new,4s percwt. Hay, new, £3 15s; old hay, £4 per ton.Chaff, £4 per t>»n. Straw, £2 per ton.

Mr. J. Vbzet reports for the week ending April 18, 1877,
retail:

—
Roast beef, 6d to 8d per lb;boiling do., 4d to s<i p>r lb;

stewingdo.. 4d to6d per lb;steak,6d to 9 Iper lb;mutton,3d to
6d per lb;veal, 4d to 8dper lb;pork,6d to8d per lb;lamb, 2s to
3s 6dper quarter.

Mr. Skenb reports for the week ending April 19, 1877:
—

The demand is quieter than usual for April. Thoroughly ex-
perienced farm men and couples are easily placed,butsigns are
more apparent every day that the genuine article inploughmen
is gettingscarce. It is now getting hard lines with those who
haveno trade or country training to fall back upon. Carpenters
are well employedin town,no lackof buildings going on Several
verylarge worksplannedfor the winter,willemploy many. Hotel
servants, especially females, are in large demand. Ordinary
general female servants for town or country wereneverso scarce,
men with colonial experience and training get the preference
for stores,shops,etc shepherds are nowhere atpresent Bush,
and^Jjush mills are quiet. Wages— Couples, .£65, JJ7O, JE7S and
£&v; ploughmen. £52, £55 andJB60; Shepherds,nil;labour

—
road,

rail, andbush,7e, 8sand 9s;carpenters,10sand 12s;blacksmith!
and shoere, country,50s and found. Cooks, boots', waiters, bar
men, 20s, 25s up to 60s;hotel girls,12s,15s and20s;for privat<
families, 10s to15s;dairy people,15s and 20s; boys andgirls, 6s
to10s;storemen andclerks, 30s, 50s and60s.

In presenting the prizes to the successful students at the
Dover school of Art, Earl Granville addressedhimself to arefuta-
tionof the Bey.MarkPattiaon'a opinionthat tastein art is decay-
ing in tuis country. Asproofs that taste is improving thenoble
earlpointedtoour churches,countryhouses,manufactories, needle-work, children's books, and bouquet arranging, as somany indica-
tions that much positive progress has been made withinthe las
thirty years.

Mas.Patiktich, of the UniversalHotel,Maelaggnn-street, con-
tinues toconduct her comfortableandwell-knownboardiughouse wiih
the ability alwsy* shown in the management of the establishment
referred to. Persons coming into town, from the country and else-where, willfiindall theirwants attendedtoirith theutmost care(

O'CONNELL'S RULE OF LIFE.
The following rules of life were written byDaniel O'Connell,and
are copied from hi3ownmanuscript:

—
Ist. To avoida-wilful occasion of temptation.
2nd. To appeal to God,and invoke the Holy Virgin and the

saints, in all real temptations.
3rd To say the Actsof Faith,Hope,andCharityeveryday.
4th. To repeat, as oftenasmaybe,a shorter form.
sth. To say daily,at least, andas ofcenas may be, a ferventActof Contrition.
6th. To begineveryday with an unlimited offering of myself

totally to my crucified Redeemer; and to conjure Him, by allhis
infinite merits anddivine charity, to take me under His direction
andcontrol inall things

7th. To meditate for at leasthalf anhour each day if possible—
longer if Godpleases.

Bth. We fly to thy patronage, etc,andSt.Bernard's prayerto the Virgin,as oftenas convenient, daily.
9th. Ejaculations, invocations of theBlessedVirgin, GuardianAngel,and the saints, as oftendailyasmay be.
10th. To praydaily toGod,HisBlessedMother,andthe saints,for ahappy death

—
andas oftenas may be.

11th To avoid most carefully small faults and venial sinseventhesmallest.
'

12th. To aim at pleasingGod inallmy dailyactions;and tobeinfluencedby loveof Godinall,rather thanhopeor fear.
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