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more vigorous nor flourishing. Those monasteries whichbecame corrupt invariablyperished.— "Life ebbed awayfrom
them little by little," says Montalembert,— "not only
religious life,but life of every kind. Inspite of the attrac-
tions which an existencn easy and rich,almost without careand mortifications,offered tovulgar souls,a sufficient number
of monks could not be found to people these dishonoured
sanctuaries. L*t us well observe, to the honourof human
nature, as of Christianity and religious life, that thecorrupt
orders werealwaysbarren. The worldwouldhavenoneof them,
asGod wouldnot. LikeGod,the worldaddressedthem in these
words:'Iwould thou werthot or cold

—
so thenbecause thou

art lukewarm,and neither cold nor hot,Iwillspue theeout
of my mout'i.'"—We quote from the English translation of
The Monks of the West, which accounts for our use of the
Authorised Version.

But of what avail is it to write? The "Protestant
Tradition" requires that the Monastic institution should
be considered vicious, and vicious it will continue on
the tonguesof Protestant lecturers to the end, let truth pro-
claim never so loudly inits favour, andits workstestify to its
nature,

—
the fruit to the valueof the tree.

the leaveningof their minds with sublime tiuths and new
moral ideas and emotions." But he does not give us
any of the particulars concerning the missionaries who ac-
complished all this, and who were invariably monks. The
results of their labours he avails himself of, when forced
in defence of -the Christian faith to point to what the
XJhurch has done for the world;the names of thelabourers
Be dare not name, for what follower of Calvin and Knox
might withoutablush openlyappeal to the works of the sons
of St.Benedict in illustrationof thebenefits conferred upon
the world byreligion? "Less thana centnry after the death
of Benedict," says Montalembert, "all thatbarbarism had
-won from civilisation was reconquered;and more still,his
children took in handto carry the gospelbeyond those limits
-which hadconfined the firstdisciples of Christ. After Italy,
Gaul, and Spain had been friken from the enemy, Great
Britain, Germany, and Scandinavia were in turn invaded,
conquered, and incorporated with Christendom. The West
wassaved;a new empirewas founded;a new worldbegun."

Professor Salmond, however, instead of instancing any
oneof the great missionaries from amongst the monks, who
were the true victors, holds up to admiration a doubtful
apostle, for, though not by name, be clearly indicates
Ulphilas,who, whilehe composedan alphabet,andgave to
the Goths a version of HolyScripture,did yet but win these
barbarians to Arianism, and thereby infect withheresy all the
kindred tribes of the North, from which many terribledeeds
followed in due course. The Rev. Professor, however,per-
hapsdesired only to be consistent,so far as his subject would
allow him, and therefore took care to avoid stating broadly
that thebest proofhecouldadduce in support of thebeneficial
influenceof Christianity, was the good works performedby
men whom the narrowness of hiscreed compelshim to believe
to havebeen idolaters.

But wemerelymake these remarks in passing. We are
not concerned in any special manner with the notions of a
church entertained bymembersof thePresbytery,individually
or collectively;nor with the particular preacher whom they
may select inorder to illustrate their idea of primitivemission
work. What -we desire to call attention to is the following
passage whichoccurred inthis lecture to which-we allude :—: —"Monasticinstitutions are in bad odour among us, and not
withoutreason. There isa radical vice in the institution;it
has always degenerated into viciousness;andit becomes at
lengthan intolerablething. However,there werelong periods
duringwhich the monasteries were the centres of all human-
ising and civilising influences. They stood as a shield
between a wild, lawless, feudal nobility and down-trodden
serfs. They were the asylumsand hospitalsof the district.
They were the homes of literature, where laborious hands
saved from oblivionthe treasures of ancient literature. They
were the conservators of learning,music,poetry,and architec-
ture

—
the nurseries of agricultureandarboriculture."

Here wehavea picture of a tree rootedin evil,and yet
bringingforth fruit surpassing the fabled apples of the Hes-
perides. The Rev.Professor evidentlydiffers generally from
the decision laiddown in the Guspel,strict compliance with
which he makes bis bonst."There is radical vice in the monastic institution,"says
the Rhv. Professor Salmond. But Athanasitjs,Basil,and
Chrysostom. Jekome, Ambrose,and Augustine weredefen-
ders of the monks, and promoters of their institution. Canit
be that these great iutllects shallbe found incapableof judg-
ing as to whatlay at the root of the system they approved?
Their opinion will, at least, pass current as being of equ=il
value with that of any Professor, however wise or learnedhe
maybe, who occupies a theological chair at the presentday,
and in comparison withsuch anone weleave it.

That the Monastic institution,however, " has always de-
generated into viciou«ness," we strenuously deny. Such a
statement is hardly justifiableeven on thegroundof its being
a rhetorical flourish; and in a would-be champion of
Christianity we should gladlysee Christian charity predomi-
nant;which in this instance isnot the case. Therehavebeen
abuses inthe institution referred to;but,says Lacordaire,"Abuses prove nothing against anyinstitution;and if it is
necessary to destroy every thing that has been subject to
Abuse

—
that is to say. of things which are good in themselves,

but corrupted by the libertyof man
—

Q-oD himse'f ought to
be seized upon his inaccessible throne, where too.often we
have seated<>ur ownpassions and errors by His side." Had
the Monastic institution generally degenerated into vicious-
ness,it must have passed awaylongsince from the face of the
earth, insteadof beingas it is at the presentday, andneverI

THE TRUE TEST.

Thedeathof a religious has remindedus of thebitter enemy
which the Catholic Church possesses in the Government ofthe
Czar. The lady to whom we refer was named Narischkin.
She was membei of anoble family of Russia, and many years
ago, while still in the morning of life, she renounced the
schismatic creed of her country, and entered the fold of the
Church. Inconsequence of thisact, whenshe had concealed
the stepshe had taken for several months,during which she
residedinher uncle's house at Moscow, lestsbe shouldbe the
means of drawing down upon tier relatives the ire of the
Emperor,it was thought desiraMe thatshe shoali leaveher
native l*ud,and she tookadvantage of themarriage of one of
her sisters to remove to Venice, where she resided until she
felt calledupon to enter religion, whichshe did by taking the
veil in a convent of the Sisters of Charityof St. Vinceut de
Paul.

We have,however,no intention of dwelling upon the life
of thi3 saintly nun; we quote it only in illustration of the
nature of that despotism of the North towardswhichmen's
minds are,in consequence of theinterest that attaches to the
Eistern Question, at present turned,and in favour of which
many arguments are being advanceI;writersof mark even
endeavouring to show that the cause of Russia is that of
civilisation,and that it is no longer true to say the Tartar
lurks beneath the Muscovite skin. But as straws indicate
the direction andforce of tne winds,so do suchslight matters
as the event alluded to tell of the extent of the tyrauny that
holds in check even the individu.il members of a private
family;and though this,of which we speak,happenedin the
reignof Nicholas, tliat of Alexander, if the truth were
fullycousidered,would be foundnot one whitmoreenlightened
or liberal.

Of all the royal or imperial houses of Europe, that of
Russiais least to be estimated by any signsof nobleness or
amiability shown by its head Catherine Hi herself, dis-
graceful as was her life,and tyrannous her reign, gave many
evidences of an admirable disposition. In her letters to
|Madam^ de Bielkethere are instancesof remarks that seem
to betraya true woman's heart. She speaks of the games
playedwithher little sou for the sake of playing the child,
and,pityinganill-used Queen, declares that,forher ownpart,
she could have loved her husband dearly,had such beeuhis

[ good pleasure. The sentiments expressed by her to Paolt,
tueCorsicau patriot, breathe the very soul of magnanimity;
and tan picture drawn of her by Grimm, when for the time
she was wont to throw off in a degree the grandeur ofher
state, and converse withhim familiarly,would seem to depict
one to whom an ignoble thought, much less such an act,
wouldbe an impossibility:"Tlie Empress w.is in truth,"he
says, " never absent fromthese teteatete,but neither w.is she
ever there too palpably." Yetof what Catherine was, let
the student of history judge.

The occupant of the throne of all the Russiasis not, there-
fore, to be ju'ig-d byany symptoms of amiability shownby
him. These indications have generally proved deceptive,and
much bettermay Alexander be known by the de;is of his
myrmidons inCentral Asia and in Poland, thanby anysigns
of humanity given by him, if such there have been, as it
seemstobeassumed insome quarters. A ta-inerof "anarchic
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