
WHAT IS A DRUNKARD?
The following is taken from tbe pastor>l issued by the MostRev.
Di-. "Warren, Bishop of Ferns, Irelan i:

— "
What is a drunkard ? A

man whose h.jart is full of vice, and whose life is full of 9in, that
will neverknow, nor even suspect, the hundred'h part of tbe cime3
ha committeduntilhe shall see them roveal-'d. before his astonished
eyes at the tribunal of Christ, where the

'hidden things of dori'iess
slnll be brought tiligh.' The drunkard if entrusted with the care
of auother s property, steals;in his de dings He will lie andch^at, to
procure the means of gratifying tlucravings of his insatiable pis3ion.
Ifhe is aparen',he will eat the flash anid.-ink theblood of the tup-
less little on s whom lie has brought into the world! He will co.i-
sume in drink the price of thefood thit should nourish them,a9well
as of the c'.otbrs that -should cover and prJtect t'leir iufmi bodies." 'ButIdo not intend to go too far;Iam determined not to
become a druukard,' says the incipient lover of drink. Ba assured,
lay dear people the love of drink and the pleasureof drinkar* m -st
dec-epti>e and dangerous. In thesj respects thjy resemble tli3
seductive woman mentioned by St.Johnin tho Aooeilypse, who
her abominations to driuk, but presented to her victims in a cup of
sold. Yousay youdjnob intenIto lose your -oul through the love
of drink, that you da not intend tobecom* a drunkard. T ua,you
do not, butneither didany ofthe victimsof intoxicition who ara no\r
in the unquenchable fire intend tobri-ig themselves into thit placeof
torment;»or did any of the victims of drink, men or wouen, with
whom you are acquainted,or of whom you have hea i-d,intend to
reduce themselves to that of misery, degradation, and hardness of
heart. Yet they reached that state iv due t:ma. Their unhappy
career had its small, imperceptible beginning; its perhips slow, buD
steadyprogress;its fatal lerinin-itiou. Warned by the sad fare of
so many others, let thoao who begin to feela growing fondne33 for
drink be on their guard in time. Let them not be decivedby their
goo 1 intentions; let themnot be too confidant in their fair, andin
what seems to them firm, resolutions. Leb tturnhü mnot say,

*Ishill -,0
s 1 fir andnot farther.' So others thought, so others siid, but they
began to s?o tho wayof ruin;they lovedthe danger, they encouraged,
they gratified a love of drink,aud thoy perishedby it. They w*r<j

taken in the ne!> of the hunter.
'
The wicked shall fall,* says thj

Holy Ghost, 'intohis i^et.' 'The devil's net/ aaysSt. Hilaaai, 'is
pleasure,which the flesh offers us hs a bait, iv order to atir&'jb us,
deceive us,and make us fall.' And,alas!how manyhas thepleasure
of drink alluredintothenet andsnare* of the eviloue."
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laurel-wreathsand orations, the poems and paintedgalleries, and
other similar memorials of the great event, which the gratitude
andthe genius of the daypresentedto the conquerors of Lepanto.
There wasanotherkindof gratitudeowing,andtoa different victor:
and the Church well knew how to pay her debt. The voice of
Catholic Christendomagreedinattributing thevictory tothe inter-
cession of Mary;and the invocation, "Help of Christians," was
introducedinto theLitany of Loretto in the memoryof the fact.
But St. Pius was scarcely content with so slenderanacknowledge-
ment as this. "Inthe revelationgranted tohimof the victory,"
saysMaffei, "ithadbeenalso made knowntohim that theprayers
of thebrethren of theHoly Rosaryhad greatly contributed to the
same. Beingthereforedesirousof perpetuating thememoryofthis,
.he institutedafeast,appointedfor the 7thof October, inhonour of"OurLadyofVictories." ButQregory XLTI.,admiring themodesty
of his predecessor, who,being areligiousof theOrderof Friara
Preachers,hadnot chosen tomake mentionof theRosary, for fear
heshouldbe thoughtrather tohave sought thehonourof his order
than that of truth,desiredthat in future the feast of ourLady of
Victories should be kept on the first Sunday in October in all
Dominicanchurches, andwherever the Confraternityof theRosary
existed,under thenewtitleof the"Festival of theHolyRosary,"
whichwas thenceforwardno longer to becelebrated on the 25thof
March,as in timepast ithad been. This was finally extendedto
thewholeof the ChurchbyClement XII.,whochanged the wording
of theRomanMartyrologyto itspresent form:"T- c Commemora-
tionof our Lady of Victories, which Pope Pius V.ordained tobe
observed everyyear,in memory of a famous victory gainedat sea
thisday by the Christians over the Turks, throughthehelpof the
Motherof God;and Gregory XIII.likewise ordained theannual
solemnityofthe Rosaryof the samemostBlessedVirgin tobekept
on the firstSunday of the monthfor the same cause."

Baronius, in hisnotes on the Martyrology,has commentedon
these words, saying they arebut the confirmation from the hand
of Clement of that which had been already declaredby Gregory
XIII.,namely, that by the common consent of theCatholic world
the victory ofLepantowas due tothe intercession of Mary,invoked
audobtainedby the prayersof thebrethrenof theRosary,andof
the Dominican Order;not only the prayera offered upbefore the
battle,but those especially whichwererising toHeavenat the very
moment whenthe tideof victoryturnedin favour of theChristian
league.

On one of the northern hills of Rome may be seen another
monument of the Church's gratitude to her motherandprotector:
it is the Church of our Lady of Victories. There, upon walls
dazzling with the rich colours of their jaspersand marbles, hang
the tatteredand discoloured banners of the infidels. The church
■wasraised to receive them, and to be a witness toallages of the
omnipotenceof prayer.

Nor, considering how slight werethe immediateandapparent
results of the victory ofLepanto,

—
soslight, indeed, thathistorians

have spokenof them asnull,
—

will the pious mind fail tonote and
admire how, with prophetic eye reading futurity, tlie Church saw
inthat event the crisis inthe fortunes,and the incipient decay,of
tba,t monstrous anti-Christian power, whose advances,so far from
being arrested,seemed only tobe acceleratedbyanycheckit might
chance to encounter. The commemorationsof theChurch are nob
only preludes of victory,but triumphs already accomplished and
secured.

—
CConchided.J

THE BATTLE OF LEPANTO.
(From The Knights of St.John, byE.H.T.)

Such was the celel>rated battleof Lepanto,whose results were in
onewayinsignificant, owing to thelosses incurredby the Christian
allies, and the limitation put on the power of Don John by the
cautious policyof the Spanish, king. Tet we should be wrong to
estimatethe worth of any victoryby the amount of its territorial
conquests,or itslists of killedand wounded. The moral effects of
thedayofLepantoarebeyondcalculation:it was the turningpoint
in the history of theOttomanTurks;from it may be dated the
decline of their dominion;for though indeed, during the following
century, the terror ofEuropewasstillconstantly excitedby their
attackson the frontier of the empire, yet their naval powerwas
neveragain formidable,and the long prestigeof continualsuccess
wasbroken.* Moreover,whilst it is impossible to deny that the
advantagesof the victory werenever followedup,and that,incon-
sequenceof the desertion of the Venetians, the league itself was
soondissolved;yet it is also certain that the further progressof
theOttomanswestward waschecked fromthehour of their defeat;
whereaseverycampaignduringpreceding yearshad witnessedtheir
gradualadvance.

Itonly remains for us tospeak of the manner in which the
newsof the success of the Christian arms was receivedby those
who wereso anxiously awaiting the result of theexpeditionat the
courts of Borne and Madrid. Pius V., who maybe consideredas
the originator of the whole enterprise,had, fromthe first departure
of the fleet,orderedcontinualfasts andprayers for its success. On
the memorable 7thof Octoberonwhich the battle took place,and
which fell that year on a Sunday, all the confraternitiesof the
Rosary hadassembled in the Dominican church of the Minervato
offer their devotions for victory under the intercession of Mary.
AllBorne wasinprayerthat day,andher prayerwasthe AyeMaria.
ThePopehimself had attended the procession;and onreturning
tothe Vatican after the conclusionof the ceremony,he waswalking
toandfro through the longsuites of rooms in thepontificalpalace,
inconversationwithsomeof thecardinalsandBaffotti, thetreasurer,
onvariousmattersof business. Suddenly hestoppedas if listening
to a distant sound, then, leaving his companions, he approached
oneof the windows and threw it open;whilst those who watched
his movementsobserved thathis eyes were raised toheavenwith
the expressionof onein ecstasy They themselves also listened,
butwereunable catch the faintest sound that could account for his
singular behaviour; and whilst they gazed at one another in
astonishment, unable to comprehend the scene, Pius (says his
biographer Maffei),"whose eyeshadbeen fixedupwards for a good
space,shutting thewindowagain,andseemingly full ofgreatthings,
turnedgraciously to the treasurer, and said,'This is no time for
business;let us go and give God thanks, for our fleet has fought
with tho Turks, and in this veryhour has conquered.' He knelt
down as he spoke, and gave thanks to 3rod with great fervour;
then takinga pen,he wrotedown the day andthehour:it was the
decisivemoment at which the battle had turned infavour of the
Christians."

The actualintelligence of the victory didnot reach Rome until
the 21st of October,owing to contrary winds which delayed the
couriers of Colonna; so that the first news was brought by a
messenger from the republic of Venice. It was night when he
arrived;but when word was brought to the holy father of the
happy realisation of his hopesand of the Divine assurancehe had
received,hesprangfrom his bed,andbursting intotears,exclaimed,"There was a man sent from God, whosename \va3 John;

" then,
hurrying tohisprivatechape],he summonedallhis attendantsand
officers tomeethim there, to offer their thanksgivings for the great
event. A more solemn function was performed on the following
morning in the Basilica of theApostles, andnoneof those who had
joinedin theprevious and reiterated prayers by which thepatron-
age of Mary had been invoked on the Christian arms, failed to
ascribe the success which hadbeen granted, to the power of her
intercession,especially asinvokedin theholydevotionof theEosary,
under whose banner,as it were, the battle had been fought and
won. The emotion displayed by St. Pius was in accordance with
the simplicity and tenderness of his character. Not less character-
istic,nor less religious, though possibly less calculated toengage
the sympathy ofourreaders,was the calmness with which the same
intelligence was receivedbyPhilip of Spain. He was atVespers
when thenews wasbrought him, andheardit without the smallest
manifestationof joy or surprise. When the office was concluded,
he desired the Te JJeum to be sung;andon the followingday pro-
ceededtoMadrid, tobe presentat a solemn Massofferedin thanks-
giving for the victory. Anentire and rigid self-command was at
once the virtue and the cause of the unpopularity of this singular
man. As avirtue,itwas the effect ofnatural impulse subdued and
annihilated;butalong with this there doubtless mingled much of
constitutional reserve and coldness. As to the Venetianrepublic,
the charge of insensibility couldnot certainly bebrought against
either itssenate or itspeople. The religious emotion of St. Pius,
and the austereself-restraintof KingPhilip, werethere exchanged
for the tumultuous expressionsof popular rejoicing. The great
Piazzaof St.Mark waslike a fair, where doge andsenator,nobles
andcitizens,allmettocongratulateoneanother;whilst the shouts
andvivasof thecrowdrangfar over thewaters of theAdriatic;and
by anedict of the senate the prisons were thrown open,andnone
of those whose relations had fallen in the battle were allowed tc
wearmourning, or showany outwarddemonstrations of grief j foi
their losswasrathercounted to them as glory.

We shallnot dwellon the tokensof gratitudeshoweredon the
victorious chiefs,

—
on those revivalsof the classic triumphs whicl

filledthe streets of Eome on the entry of Oolonna,— nor onall th<
"Oervautes calls it "that day so fortunate to Christendom, whenall nation

\rrreundeceiTed of their error in believing tlie Turks to ba invincible at sea.
DonQuixote.
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