
vacatedby Uussophile. MadameNovikoff is the sister of the
gallant and ill-fatedColonel Kireeff, who was the firstRussian to
fall in the late Servianwar, and whosetragic endMr.Kinglakehas
describedwithsomuch detailinhis preface to the justpublished
sixthedition ofhis"CrimeanWar." Mr.Kinglake says theTurks
couldnot be persuaded to surrender poor Kireeff's body. From
whatIhaveheard, they had good reason in their owninterestas
claiming tomake wardecently for thisdeclinature.

—
World.

We cut the following brief summary from the columns of the
New York Sun: A distinguished and popular Boman Catholic
preacher died recently in Germany, whose life had features of
peculiar and dramatic interest. Johann EmanuelVeith was the
sonof Jewishparents,who werevery faithfulin the observance of
theirreligion,andwhohadhim thoroughly instructedinrabbinical
literature. Being sent to Vienna to study medicine, he made
sufficient progress to perform successfully a very difficult and
dangerous surgical operationupon his father. After atime, how-
ever,his attention wasdiverted, toreligious topics,andhe became
a convert toRoman Catholicism,andbegan tostudy for thepriest-
hood. When his parents,for whomhe seems tohavehada strong
iaffection,heaxdof his conversion,they mourned for him as though
jhe were dead, sitting for seven days on the floor andreciting the
prayers for the departed,and his mother wept until she became
blindanddied. Theyoungpreacher,however,labored withgreat
fervorandeloquenceat thetask hehadassumed, andbecame very
popular. Heneveragainsaw theJewish friends and associatesof
his youth,and when,after years,impelledby irresistible yearning,
he wentone dayto the village where his father resided, andsent
a message to him to ask leave to seehim, the only reply the old
andbrokenmanreturnedwas thathehad no son. His only child
was long dead. But Johann Emanuel Veith bore goodwill to the
Jewsallthroughhis life,and helped and defended them against
many persecutions and unjust accusations; at the same time he
toiledfaithfully to the end in the advocacy of whatheconsidered
the true religion.

TheFost observes that theincreasing difficultiesof the internal
situation in Germany have, even at an earlier stage of their
development,led to the hazarding of suppositionswhichareirre-
sistibly recalled to mind by the events of to-day. The spectacle
of 123 Socialist candidatures at the elections for the Imperial
Parliament of regeneratedGermanywithinsixyearsof itsregenera-
tionis,it must be confessed, an extraordinaryone,nor need we be
entirely surprised if the thought that foreign policy is a less
perilousarenathandomesticParliamentarism shouldrise frequently
across the anxious mind of the German Chancellor. Parlia-
mentarismhas brought scant success to the GermanChancellor.
He is more accustomedto seek solutions by the sword. What if
the drama being played at Constantinople should give him the
opportunity of rousing the inaDhood of Germany to a nobler
struggle thanthatof obscure demagogues and levelling agitators.

AParisian writer, incriticising the refusal of Germany topar-
ticipate in the coming French Exposition,declares that he has
foundout the true reason Accordingtohim, theintendingexhibi-
torsof Alsace andLorraine, whoare themost industriouspeoplein
the empire, refusedto figure under the German flag, preferring to
enter individually. The ugly look such anoccurrencewould wear
decidedtheauthorities toholdaloof.

Theusualyearly summary of the weeklyreturns of birthsand
deaths inDublin, for the year 1876, shows that there were9,006
Irishbirthsregistered inDublin during the year1876;this wasat
aratio of 29per1000 of the population. The birth rate for the
sameperiod was inLondon 36 per 1000, Glasgow 38,Edinburgh
33. The low birth-rate in Dublin shows awantof generalpros-
perity, withitsusualresult of discouragingmarriages, 8097 deaths
wereregisteredin Dublin during the year1876,being at the rate
of 25.7 of thepopulation.
Ihear strange rumoursofovertures from the EnglishLiberals

to theIrish members. The terrible truth seems at last tohave
dawnedon theMarquis of Hartington that without his Irishfol-
lowershe ispowerless,andtheLiberalparty is powerless. Hemay
not caremuch,but there are forces behind him which he cannot
control, and whichhe must acknowledge. It is now urged by
prominent and independent English Liberals that a time has
arrivedfor at leastdiscussing the basis of aunion with theHome
Ruleparty. Thanks to faithfulWaterford for enforcing the great
lesson.

—
London Correspondent.

Mr.F. O'Donnell,vice-presidentof the HomeEuleConfedera-
tion, writing to the Times under date February 6,says :— "MayI
hopethatyourcourtesy will allow me tostate in reference toyour
leaderon theHome RulePartyConference in the Timesof to-day,
that not sixteen but thirty-two members of Parliamentattended
the Conference? Secondly, that the "emissaries" of the Irish
nationtopresent the Centennialaddressto Americawerenotboth
absentbewailing theirdisappointmenton thebanksof thePotomac?
One of them, Mr.Parnell,was at the Conference, and the other,
Mr. O'Connor Power,has thepleasureof beingable tosendhome
theassurancethatthe Irishaddressdeclined by thePresidentis to
be receivedby the Congress inspecialsession,andduly framedand
depositedin the Capitol instead of the White House."

Those whohave readDe Quincey's workswill havebeenvery
sorry tohear fromDr.Charles Mackay inhis

"
Forty Years' Recol-

lections
"

thatinhis laterdaysthe greatestofEnglish writerssank
so low as to ask friendsinthe street for sixpences tobay opium.
Dr.Mackayfurther alludes to an undischargeddebt betweenthe
essayist and himself. Sofar as we can judge, Dr.Mackaymeant
nounkindnessinrakingup theseoldstories

—
memoirwriters never

do;but theyprefer effect to sympathy and their book to family
feeling. We are not surprised to findaletter from De Quincey's
two daughters

—
one married, the other not

— 'denying in a very
categoricalfashion the allegations of Dr. Mackay. Theyconvict
him of errorin mattersof fact,andundoubtedly it ismuch to the
pointthatamanwhosayshe wasanintimatefriend ofDeQuincey's
was never heard of by his daughters. The ladies admit ia the,
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(From our Exchanges)
TheEmperorofBrazil,on the14thFebruary,visitedthePope.

He expressed thehopethatthe Pope would,inaccordancewiththe
BrazilianGovernment,assist in removingall ecclesiasticaldifficul-
ties inBrazil. The Pope replied that the Church was rather ac-
customedtosmooth than createobstacles. He hopedtobeable to
restore religious harmony, which had always been the glory of
Brazil. The interviewappears to have been markedby extreme
cordiality. TheEmperor showed much emotion, andthrewhim-
self at the feet of the Pope. The Empress was alsopresent,and
wasreceivedwithgreat kindnessby theHoly Father.

The county of Waterfordhas wonagreatvictory for the good
cause. The candidate whorepresenteddenominationaleducation,
HomeRule, tenant-right, and amnestyhas defeated the English
Whigby the splendid majorityof nearly1300. The number for
Delahi'ntywas nearly 1900, while the alien candidate could not
muster 600. The defeatedcandidate of course threatens topeti-
tionagainst the returnon theground of priestlyintimidation. If
there was anyintimidationat allit was on thepartof theland-
lords, whoseagents crowded thepolling-places, thinking that (not-
withstanding the ballot) they might frighten the tenant class.
Nowthat the people ofWaterfordhavedone theirduty to the good
cause,it is tobe hopedMr.Delahunty willnot fail todohis.

The patriotic Father Lavelle (says a correspondent of the
Connaught Telegraph)bosnotbeenunmindfulof those of our race
■whosebloodhas been shed for fatherland. On Sunday, the 19th
December, he announced the approaching anniversary of the
martyrs toIrishliberty,andin accordance therewithhadreveren-
tiallyprepared for the solemn occasion. On thatmostsad-recur-
ring day—

the 23rd
—

the parochial church of "Cunga na Glora"
wasinfullmourning. TheMass was offeredinparticular for the
souls of Allen,Larkin, O'Brien, and Barrett,and generally for all
the sufferingdepartedwhosemainobject was faithand fatherland.
FatherLavelle,with his usual warmthonsuch occasions, spokeat
Borne lengthon the pure andunselfish motives of thosebrave men
whonobly fought for Ireland's cause,and whoselast breathwas an
invocationto the Godof justice tobless theirnative land. Tears
flowedfreely fromthe large congregation, and from themanifest
emotionof the reverendpreacher the instructive lecture was deep
inits effect. May Godlengthenthe daysof such apriest to inspire
us on thepath tofreedom.

A rumor was prevalentat Mullingar that a severe shock of
earthquakeoccurredon the Istult.,in theneighborhoodof BalUn-
gall. Onenquiry it appears that during theheavy storm of wind
and rain which passedover this district on the Saturday night
previous, an underground rumbling noise, accompanied with a
tremulousmotion of the earth, was noticedby severalpersons in
the neighbourhood of Knockdrew, Ballingall and Culleen, No
damagewas done.

Mr.LukeOwenPipe,abarristerof Lincoln's Inn,has written
an elaborateand learned work upon the "History of Crime in
England," which has been recentlypublishedinLondon. Inthis
book thereis much tobeadmired. Its authorurges that crime in
England was the consequence of the Teutonic conquest of that
country;before the conquest property was safe,roads weregood,
tastes werefine,houses were full furnished, and life was secure.
With the conquest all this was swept away before a spirit of
violenceandfraudwhichhas not yet ceasedtohave its influence.
In regard totheinfluenceof educationuponcrimeMr.Pipedissents
from the popular opinion that universal education is altogether
wholesome. The system of compulsory education, he says, is
practically a step in the direction of Commissions. He says,in
effect, whenthe State takesinto its hands the education of chil-
dren, it places the parent in a position in which he may with
justicesay," You Jiave deprived me of my right toeducate my child,
and you must therefore take the consequences, and findhim ameans
of living whenhehas been educatedby you."

Governmentreports show the appalling total of 65,000men,
women and children killed or mutilated in their daily work in
mines, railwaysand factoriesduring the years1873-4-5. England
slaughtersmoreper thousand

—
by at least double— ofhermining

labourersthan either Belgium or Prussia;and the vast majority
of the accidents of all kinds are, according to the bestevidence,
preventible. Here is a true national calamity certainly,butstill
more anationaldisgrace. An uneasy feeling pervades the mind
thatall our classifications and reportshave not yet touchedthe
mostfertilecauseor causes of these industrial horrors, anduntil
this has been done legislation, which has already attempted to
grapple with them, would seem to be futile. Our ownbeliefisSfeatgross andwilfulcarelessness is oneofthemost constant factors
inthe workof death,and that a few cases of manslaughter well
pressedhome and severely punished would go far to abate the
death-rate. Inthe caseof the late fatal accidenton theMidland
line the jury found that it was in great part owingto thenegli-
gence of Pepper, the driver, who was one of the killed. That
verdictwasastepinthe right direction.

According to the Hungarian papers,the illness of the Grand
DukeNicholas originated withanattempt toshoothimself. Heis
saidtobeseriously, thoughnotmortally,wounded.

The CountessNovikoff, theEussian lady whomwiseacreshave
creditedwith a special mission from the St. PetersburgForeign
Office totheRussophilepartyin England,still remains the occu-
pantofherpleasant suiteof rooms in Symond'sHotel

—
the same

rooms,by theway,in which were quietly matured the detailsof
the Alfonso restoration expedition. Hereit waswhere twoyears
ago the youngSandhurst cadet, "TheColonel" SenorMery dela
Valandothersbusiedthemselvesovercipher telegrams and tough
problemsof waysandmeans. MadameNovikoff receivesanextra-
ordinaryinedly of visitors— Mr. Gladstone bowing himself out as
Mr.Kinglakebowshimself in, Turcophiledroppinginto the chain
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