
1 mi. si v x. . London,March30.iheCabinet continues negotiations withRussia, andhas re-solved tosign the protocol,although it considers the effectof thedocument will be nugatory in the case of failure on the part ofRussia todemobiliseher army.TheEnglishPressisnot sanguine at theresultof thenegotia-
Turkeyrepudiatesforeignintervention. The Councilof Statehave agreed toan addressinreplyto theSultan'sspeech,opposingany claimtoTurkish territory,and approving the rejectionof theproposalsofthe Conference.
Mr.Layardis appointedtemporaryrepresentativeatStamboul.President Hayes has sent a commission to Louisiana, andinvited the rival Governors to Washington with a view to thesettlement of theelectiondispute.
The woolsalesclosed onMarch 28th. Theheaviestfall was inmedium andinferior. Thereductionwas owingpartly to thefaultycondition of theclip, lambaandchoice fleecebeing scarce,andcom-manded goodprices.
Arrived:Waimate.
The ambassadors siB»*4 tne Pro^col at the Foreign Office.EarlDerby declaredifca validitydependeduponpeace beingsecuredto Montenegro,Russia demobilising,andTurkeydisarming. CountSchouvaloff declared thatRussia consented todemobilise,andwaswilling to enter into negotiations with Turkey with a view tomutual disarming,provided thepeace of Montenegrobe securedTurkey isreported to be favourably disposed towardsdisarm-

ingandreforms.
The Times andGovernment organs approve the action of theCabinet,butdwellon theuncertaintyof thesituation,aseverythingdependsonRussian sincerity. °
The Daily News ridiculesthe whole affair.The year'srevenueis 78\millions.

To the Editorof theNew ZealandTablet.
Sir,— To Irishmen, the world over, the Festival of St. Patrick,
theirPatronSaint,is everamatterof deep andvividinterest,and
none the less to the readers of your excellent and independent
Catholicjournalj andtherefore, Ipresume, abrief descriptionof
itscelebration,andmattersappertaining theretoin this flourishing,
though apparently isolated district, will be acceptable to your
columns.

The weatherherehad beenfor some time genialandbracing,
andeverythingpromisedwellfor the annualcelebration under theauspicesof theHibernian Society, for the suitable andsuccessful
carrying out of which extensive preparations hadbeenpreviously
made; and the committee of management can congratulate
themselveson the result, socially, financially, andotherwise. The
morningof the 17th was ushered in by a copiousdown-pour from
thebountifulhandof oldPluvius, andwas followedby abeautiful
and altogether exhilarating sunshine, under whose soothing in-
fluence the brethren assembled in their strength at their hall,
formedin lineof procession,marched to the tuneof"St. Patrick's
Day inthe Morning" to the chapeltoassistatDivineService,and
tear from their worthy pastor, the Rev. Father Carew, theusual
panegyric, which wasably handledby therev.gentleman,delivered
withsingular pathos andeffectiveness, and from areligious and
nationalpointof view,made a deep and lasting impressionon the
minds of allpresent. Everybody seemed deeplymovedandat the
closeof the edifying discourse, the choir chanted that beautiful
hymn"Hail Glorious Apostle," whichproduceda most thrilling
effect. After Mass, the procession reformed, and with bannersflying, drums beating, and fifes playing, proceeded a lamilitaire
along theprincipalstreetsof the town, thencetoMr.M'lnerney's
paddock, abouta mile distant, where a matchof "football" was
improvisedand well contested by some thirty stalwartmem

—
membersof theSociety

—
andcreatingthe moat lively interest,re-

minding oneof the
"

days of old" when thoseathletic games weremoreinvogue,andpartookmore ofanationalcharacter. Itwould
be trespassing too much on your valuable space to describe in
detail the various incidents of this world-widegame;suffice it tosay that, though some of the contestants were at times made to
kiss motherearth in the orthodox fashion, afiner bodyIhavenot
seen for some time, and the exhibition of strength and agility
calledforth my warmestadmiration

—
reviewing inimagination thescenes of my childhood, whose green fields, moss-covered valleys,

aud brown-tinted hillsides had been, in serener days and morehalcyon times, the theatre of similar displays. The match over,
theprocession again formed, and with the same martial bearing
returned to town to the tune of some soul-stirringnationalairs,
and thendispersedto participate in the annualsports which werebeing inauguratedinthe immediatevicinity, andwhich continued
all through the day and the following Monday withunabatedand
unflagging interest. Thus the day passed off; but the evening
wascharacterisedby areunion of theHibernians in the Assembly
Boomsof Williams' Commercial Hotel, whenthememoryof "St.Patrick," "The Day we Celebrate," "Our NativeLand,/ "TheHibernianSociety," "ThePress," &c, weredoneample justice too
by songs, toasts,andspeeches suitable to the occasion.
IfearIhave already drawn this correspondence to its limits,

butIcannot help alludingto the most successful fete of the season
—the Catholic School Children's Pic-nic, which came off on the
20thinst., the day fixed for an event whichis everlookedforward
to withgreatanxiety by the juveniles of bothsexes,and notun-
frequently by those of ruaturer years— as was evidenced on this
occasion. The school committee, with characteristicliberality, ex-tendedan invitation to children of all denominations, and atan
earlyhour in the morning assembled to thepealof the schoolbell,
and with suitable banners and other insignia headed by a band,
marched under the superintendence of their teacher, Mr. R.
Delaney, andhis staff of assistants to the sports ground, where
amusements, the most enjoyable,were arranged for them by the
Committeewith theRev. Father Carew,whowasmostindefatigable
in his efforts torender his young charge ashappy andcomfortableaspossible;and too muchpraise cannotbe bestowedon the ladieswho so gracefully presided over the tables at which the rising
generationwere seated, and to the contents of which they helped
themselves totheir hearts content. Altogether about sevenhun-dred persons were on the ground, half of whom at least werechildren, most of whom, according to ages, participated in the
events of the day, whilst the adults indulged in the dance, theswing,or thepromenade.

On the wholeit wasadmittedby all tobe the most successful
affairof thekind thathas ever beeninReefton, anda glorious and
agreeable finale to the holiday. Inconclusion, Sir, allow me tohopethat the same unanimity and harmony willprevailat every
recurring anniversary of St. Patrick, and that the children's pic-
nic willnot be the least item on theprogramme.—Iam,&c,

Reefton,March 22,1877. R.D

THE STATE OF IRELAND.
Mr Pirn, formerlyaLiberal M.P. for Dublin City,andone of itsleading merchants, has delivered an interesting address at theopeningof the thirteenth session of the Irish StatisticalSociety.The address, a retrospectof the laboursof the society for twenty-
nine years, is practically a review of tbe gradual change in thesocial and industrial condition of the countryduring thatperiod.The statisticswithregardtoland-holdings arevery suggestive,andshow that while farmsof from one to thirty acreshavedecreasedenormously innumbers, those over thirty acres have increased inproportion. The greatestdecreasewasin farms offrom one to fiveacres; the greatestincreasein thoseof from30 to200acres,thatism medlum,h° ldinSs- Incrops,during theperiodbetween1844to 1875, cereals diminished to nearly one-half, while green cropsdoubled. Sheephavedoubled,and cattle more thandoubleddur-
ing the sameperiod. Mr. Pirn condemns the decreaseof cereals,andcites the case of Scotlandtoshow that the increasedculture ofcereals andgreencrops maybeco-existenb. Thispartofhis report
is abitter comment on the conductof the landlordsof Meathandother grazing sections who have blottedout whole villages and
givenas guardians for cattle-runsof 200 acres,aherd,andado».The operationof the Irish Landed Estate Courts Mr Pirnnotices andcommends. Three million acres,or over one-seventhoi the whole soil of Ireland, was sold under the Courts, in6400estates, to16,000 distinctpurchasers,andrealizedsomefiftymillionpounds. Their operationhas wrought sweeping changes,generally
infavourof the tenantry. The qualityof the dwellinghouseshadimproved generally,and the mud cabins hadalmost disappeared.Within the last thirty years 2143 miles of railway had been con-structed inIrelandat the cost of 5,900,000. Commerce hadcon-siderably increased, the maximumincrease being in thenorthernand theminimum inthe westernports. Belfast andWaterfordhadtrebledshipping trade since 1854. Dublincamenext,thenNewryCork, and Londonderry. The increase of property and profits,basedon the IncomeTax returns, were inIrelanddouble,in Eng-
land twoand a-half times, and in Scotland three-fold. Mr.Pirnturbher states that in Irelandwell-considered enterpriseaffords asafe andremunerative fieldfor the investmentof capital.Mr.Pirn is evidently a master of statistics—pity he didnotcarry themalittle further. The kingdom of Belgium wouldhavefurnished the example. Both countries are chiefly agricultural,and populated by tenant peasantry,cultivating small holdings.
Ihesoil andclimateof the twocountries areabout equal. BeMmnhas an area of 7,273,612 acres; Ireland, about 20,807,680. ThepopulationofBelgium is about 4,530,228;if Ireland wasasdenselypeopled inthe sameratio,her population wouldbe, inroundnum-bers,13,000,000; yetSir G. Nicholls, who made acritical exatnina-e?u° -ri icondltlon of ttte twocountries, pronounced the conditionor theBelgianas infinitely superior to that of the Irishpeasant,lo account for this extraordinarydisparity of numbers andcondi-tion, it willnotdo tosay that thebulk of the Irish are Catholics,tor so are theBelgians. The causesare to besought inbadland-lords andbadlandlaws, inabsenteeismandunion with England
andremediesshouldbesought accordino-ly.

°
Sir E. A. H. Lechmere writesthat he can vouchfor the state-

mentsrecentlymade as to the mutilation of five Turkish soldiers,
"who are at present in the military hospital of Scutari,by their
Montenegrin captors. These men he saw at the hospital, and
conversed with them through Dr. Temple, the physican to the
Sultan's household. He was subsequently informed by Sir Henry
Elliot that upwards of 100 cases of similar mutilation byMonte-negrins had been brought before his notice. Sir. E. Lechmerefurther confirms the fact that the Turkishofficialsare reluctant tomake these cases generallyknowninConstantinople.

The official return respecting deserters from the timy placesthe number at7759 dunng the year1876,and the Police Gazettecontains thenamesof 254,749 deserters. The number of men who
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