
Eveet manon theprior's vessel was slain, with the exceptionof
himselfand twoknights, whowere all,however, severelywounded.

of theknightsfought tillhe couldnolonger stand, and fell, as
■was supposed, dead; yet heafterwards recovered, and lived for
several years, with the loss of anarm,aleg,and aneye,and was
lookedonin theorder as oneof their trophiesofLepanto. Giusti-
nianihimself was woundedinfourteenplaces;andhis galley,now
without defenders, fell into the hands of the Turks, who im-
mediately brought uptheir seven shatteredvessels, andtowedher
off intriumph.

Itwas withinexpressiblegrief that theChristianfleet beheld
the fall of theMaltese standardandthe captureof its chief galley;
butthe success of the infidels wasof short duration. Theknights
inspiredwith freshcourageby the spectacleof their admiral's mis-
fortune, attacked the vessel of the corsair-chief with redoubled
fury. He defendedhimself withextraordinaryobstinacy;butat
length,after the loss of all his bravest men, the banner of the
Hospitallerswas oncemore seentofloatoverthe CapitanadiMalta,
andGiustinianiand his two wounded comradeswererescued from
the enemy'shands.* No less than seventy-three knights fell in
this struggle. Among those who most distinguished themselves
■was the Gascon hero, Maturin de Lescat, better known as" the
brave Roniegas." Inhis own day he enjoyed a kindofromantic
celebrity; for it wassaid thatin all his combats with the Moslems
theyhadneverbeenknown to gain a single advantageoverhim.
Inthe course of five yearshe is said to havedestroyedmore than
fifty Turkish vessels, andtohavedeliveredonethousand Christians
from slavery. Many of his most daring exploitshad been per-
formedon the coastsof Sicily, where he was so great a favorite,
that,as Goussancourt informs ns, wheneverheentered any city of
that island, thepeople wouldflock out of theirhousesonly tobehold
him;not knowing which toadmire most,so much courageadorned
■with such rare graces of person, or those graces sustained by so
undaunteda valour. Muchof the old chivalrous spirit was to be
found in his character,defaced,indeed,by anambitionwhichafter-
wards obscuredhis fame; but atLepantothatfame hadas yetlost
nothing of itsbrilliancy, andKomegas was neverhigher in estima-
tion than whenheledon the galleys of his Order tothe rescueof
the admiral. Before thebattlebegan hemade a solemn vow that
the first Turkish captain who might fall into his hands shouldbe
offered toGod:itchanced that his first prisonerwas a mostfero-
cious Turk, whohad lost the use of his right arm,as was said,in
consequence of the violence hehadusedininflicting the tortureon
his Christian slaves. This man was given by Eomegas,in fulfil-
ment ofhis vow, to the church of St. Johnat Malta, andhadgood
reason to thank the brave Gascon for hishappy fortune:for his
heart changed in his captivity, and he learned to weepover the
actions whereinhehadformerlyplacedhis glory;so that,embracing
Christianity, he solicited baptism from his masters, and died
happily in the true faith. The gallantrydisplayed by the Hos-
pitallers in the engagement forced the Venetian Contarini to
acknowledge that, in spite of their insignificant numbers, their
part in the victory almost surpassedthat of Venice herself;andin
fact, when we remember that Don John of Austria washimself a
member of the Order,* weare bound toadmit that theirshare in
the honour of the day has not been sufficiently acknowledgedby
historians.

Among the combatants in Doria's division, whose courage
equalledany of thoseengagedin thebattle,was one whosecelebrity,
great as everin our own day, rests, strange to say,rather on the
wit, whoseridicule gave the last blow to the chivalry of themiddle
ages,than on the valourwhich made its ownerhimself worthyof
the highest chivalrousrenown:it wasMiguelCervantes, "braveas
thebravest." He lay sick of fever in the cabinof his ship when
the tumult of thebattle began;buthe couldnolonger endure to
remain inactive. Inspiteof the entreaties of his friends, he arose,
andrushedintothehottestofthe fight. Beingcoveredwithwounds,
his companionsagain urgedhim toretire;buthe replied,"Better
for the soldier toremain deadinbattle than toseeksafetyinflight.
Wounds on the face andbreast are like starstoguide others to the
heaven of honour." Besides other less important wounds, Cer-
vantes lostin this battle his left arm;J his right hand wasdes-
tined to gainhim another kindof immortality.

The combat soonbecame too general for the different divisions
of the two armaments to preservetheir respectivepositions. Every
portionof thehostilefleets was engaged;but themost desperate
fight was thatbetween the galleys of the rivalgenerals,Ali Pasha
andDonJohn of Austria. Bothcommandersfought inthe thickest
of thefray,regardless of their rank,and with thebold temerityof
simplemen-at-arms. By the side of thePrince's galley werethose
of Colonna andSebastianVeniero;andin them, andintho other
vessels that surrounded them, were assembled the very flowerof
the Christianhost. Here for the most part werethe noble French
andRoman volunteers; hardly a great house of Italybuthadits
representativeamong the combatants:twoof the Colonnas; Paul
Orsini, the chief of his name,with his brothers,Horace and Vir-
ginius; Antonio Carrafa, Michel Uonelli, and Paul Ghislieri,
nephews of thePope; andFarnese,prince of Parma, whoplayeda
very hero's part in the flag-ship of the Genoese republic. The
battle in the centre, ledonby such men,and met withequalvalour
and determination on the part of their adversaries, lasted more

than two hours. Already had the Christians made two gallant
attempts toboardthe vesselof thePasha,,andeach time theyweredriven back with loss so soon as they reached his decks. Theburning midday-sun added to theheat of the engagement,and thethirst of the soldiers was almost intolerable. The decks wereheapedwith dead,and those stilllivingwerecovered with wounds,
and well-nigh exhausted from loss of blood,and still theymain-
tainedthe conflict withunabated courage. At length thesignal
wasgivenfor athirdcharge. It wasobeyed withanimpetuosity
nothing couldresist;and whilstAliPasha vainlystrove, asbefore,
to dxivebackhis desperate assailants, a shot from an arquebuse
struck him inthe forehead. Staggering fromhis wound,he fell,
and liisheadwasinstantly cut off by a blow fromoneofthe galley-slaves,andthrowninto the sea. The event ofthe battleafter thiswasnolongerdoubtful;Don John withhis ownhandspulled down
the Turkish flag, and shouted, "Victory!" whilst Santa Cruz,
profitingby the confusion, pushed forward with tho reserve,and
completed the discomfiture of the foe. Atthis criticalmoment the
corsair Oulondj Ali, seeing that the whole

-
Turkish centre wasbroken,and the day irretrievably lost, hoisted all sail, and -withforty galleys, the only vessels that escaped out of that bloody

battle,passedsafely through themidst of the Christianfleet.The Turks struggled long and desperatelybefore they finallygave way. Itwas four in the afternoon ere the fight wasoverjand thelowering sky betokenedthe gatheringof a tempest. The
remains of the Turkish fleet fledin all directions,pursued, though
withdifficulty,by the allies, whose wearied rowers could scarcely
hold the oars; whilst their numbers were so thinned by the
slaughter, that it was as much as the commanders could do to
find crews for their vessels. Crippled as the Christians were,how-
ever, the infidels were seized with panic, and ran their vessels
madly against the shore of Lepanto. In their terrifiedefforts toland, many weredrowned; whilst the galleys werebroken by thewaves,or fellan easypreyto the conquerors. The whole sea for
miles presented most terrible tokens of the battle; those clearwaters,onwhich themorning sunhadshonesobrightly, werenow
dark anddiscoloured by human blood. Headless corpses and the
fragments of many a -wreck floated about in strange confusion;while the storm, which everymoment raged inwilder fury, added
to the horror of the scene,lit up as the night advanced by theburning galleys,many of which were found too much disabledto
be of anyuse to their captors. Twelve §of thosebelongingto the
allies were destroyed; but the extent of their victory may be
estimatedby the fact that eighty vessels belonging to the Turks
were sunk, whilst 130 remained in the hands of the Christians.The Pasha's galley, which was among those taken,wasavesselof
surpassingbeauty. The deck, says Knolles,wasof walnut wood,
dark as ebony, "checkered and wrought marvellously fine with
divers lively colours and variety of histories ;" and her cabin
glittered with ornaments of gold, rich hangings, and precious
gems.|| The enemy's slain amounted to 30,000men;and15,000
of the Christian slaves who had been compelled to work theOtto-man galleys were liberated. Yet the victory, completeas it was
was dearly bought; the loss of the allies was reckoned at about
8000 men; and their ships, riddled with balls,andmany of themdismasted, presented a striking contrast to the gay and gallant
trim iv whichbuta fewdays previously theyhad left theharbourof Messina.

The conduct of Don"John of Austriaafter thebattle justifiesusin ranking him among the true heroes of chivalry. Ha had beenforemostin the day's conflict, where he had been seen,sword iahand, wherever the danger was greatest and the blows hardest.Ho wasnow equally conspicuous for his care of the wounded,hisgenerosity towards his prisoners,and his frank andnoble recogni-
tionof the services of a rival. Sebastian Veniero,the disgraced
leader of the Venetian forces, had distinguished himself in thefight by avalour that had made his grayhairs the centreroundwhich the most gallant of the young volunteers of France andItaly hadrallied during that eventful clay. The Princesent forhim as soonas the confusion of the victory hadsubsided,and(adds
Eosell in his history of the battle), "to show him that hehar-bourednoresentment for pastoffences,he advancedtomeethim asfar as the ladder of his galley, embracedhim affectionately,andcallinghim Idsfather, extolled, as was just, hisgreat valour, andcouldnot finish what he would have said for the sobs and tearsthat chokedhis utterance. The poor old man, whodidnot expectsuch a reception,weptalso, andso didallwho witnessedthescene"Whilst this interview wastaking place, the twosons of AliPasha,
were brought prisoners into the Prince's presence. "It was apiteous sight," says the same historian," tosee the tears theysheJ.on finding themselves at once prisoners andorphans." Bat fchevmet with a friend and comforter in their generous captor- heembraced them, and expressedthe tenderest sympathy for theirmisfortunes. The delicacy of his kindaess showeditself inmorethan words;he treated themrather ashis guests thinas captiveslodging theminone ofhis own cabins, and evenorderia<* Turkish*clobaes to be providedfor themathis ownexpense,that they mi<»htnot bepained by being obliged to adopt the EuropeancostumeNeither was he less forward in returning thanks to God for thevictory granted to his arms than he had baen incominendin» toHim the eventof the day's conflict. Thus the night closed""thevessels castanchor amid the wreck of battle, andthe weariedco.n-batants took a short and necessary repose. Soon as day a'aiubroke, the sails were hoisted, and, securing theirprizes,ih^y pro-ceededto theport of Petala, to repair their damages andprovidefor thenecessities of the wounded.

(Zb be continued.)

" VonHammer says that OuloudjAH struck off Giustiniani's headwithhis ownhand. Contariui,on thecontrary, writes that he was
''

so badly woundedthathewas all but killed."
IAllthemembers of the Order didnotliveincommunity;some werescatteredabout,and wereliable to bocalled in, in case of emergencies

—
c. g. we flud severalKnightsof St. Johnamong theearlygovernors andsettlers ofCanada.t

"
A triflingprice to pay (he says in the preface to the secoud part of DoaQuixote) for tho honour of partaking in the first great action in which the navalsupremacy of the Ottomanwas successfullydisputed byChristian arms"
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§ VonHammer says fifteen;and that the Turks lost 224 vessels of which <vwereburnt or shattered onthe coast;therest weredividoiainja< the allies iwthis calculation leaves 3tJ Tessels uuaccouated Ur,after rectouifJ tat Jj whl-hObUJß££££^


