
FatLambs.— 200 were penned,andall found buyers at late rates—say 5s 6d to Bs.

Fat Cattle.— Only 125 head were yarded, which werechiefly ofgood toprime quality, and in consequence a slight improvement inpricesmaybe reported. Best pens of bullocksbrought from £9 10sto £12 10s;do cows, £7 to £10 10s— or equal to 30s perlOOlbs. forprime qunlity. At the yards we sold 30, andplaced40headprivately.' Fat Calves.— Ten were penned,and readily sold at from20s todsp,according to quality.
Fat Sheep.- 2500 came forward, and this rather large number,together with the fact thatthe trade was plentifully surplied,causedsales tobe extremelydifficult to effect at satisfactoryprices, andhalfthenumber had to be held over. Best pens of cross-bredsbroughtfrom 7s 9d to 10s 6d; merinos, from 5s to 7s 9d— orIf per lb. forprime quality.

Store Cittle — There is a fairdemand for mixed lots, or for good-
conditionedquietcattle for winter feeding. Thereareno large tran-
sactions to report.

Store Sheep.— The demand foryoungmerinos previously reportedetill continues,and during the week we havesold of various descrip-tions 6500 at quotations— say, merino wethers, two, four, and six-tooth, 5s 6d; do, full-mouthed, 3s; merino ewes, two, four, nnd six-tooth, 6s 6d to 7e;do, full-mouthed,2s 6d to 3s 6d;cross-breds,
four toothandover,7s to 7s 6d;do, two-tooth, 6s to6s 6d.

Woo1— Londonwool sales closed on the 28thult. Great reduc-
tion inprice of medium and inferior. Choice fleece and lambs' werescarce,andbrought goodprices. As we have remarled some weeksago, the reduced price was principally caused by the faulty condition
of the Australian clip, which preponderatedat these sales. In this
market there is a good demandfor combing fleece at a slight reduction
on late rates. There is very little coming forward, thebulk of the
clip being shipped.

Sheepskins.— Atourweekly auction sale yesterday, we hada full
catalogue, which waswell attendedby buyers, who competedfreely atfull rates: Full wool cross-breds, 5s 4d;merino, 4s 8d;butchers*green, inferior, 2s 2d; cross-breds, 2s 7d; lambs', Is6d to 2s 4d "
pelte,9d to Is Id.

Hides were in good demand,every lot selling at improved rates,
viz:Inlight and inferior,-6s to lls 9d;medium, 14s 9d to 16s 6d;
green slaughters,21a 6d.

Tallow.— There was good demand for all offered
—

rough, from20s 6d;medium, 27s 6d to 28s 6d.
Grain.

—
At our grain stores yesterday afternoon we submitted2000 bags to auction. Wheat brought 4s Id toss, the latter pricebeing offered for 7000 busliela prime Southland wheat. Inferior anddamagedbarley sold at 2s3d to2s 6d;medium do,3s to3s 6d. Oats,feed, 2s 3d per bushel. The market is fully supplied with wheat.Oata are only in moderate supply, with a good shipping demandat2s 3d to 2s 4d for good to heavy feed samples. Barley: Primemalting is scarce,and worth4s 6d to 4s 9d;second class, 3s 6d to 4s;inferior, 2s 3d to 3s. Supply principally inferior, which is very

unsaleable.

Me. Skexe reports for the week ending April 4, 1577 :—Working peoplehave vow fairly settled down to work for the winter,and it is high time, for the holidays, &c, have seriously hinderedwork for ngoodpnrt of March. Ordersare coming in fastforplough-
men andall sorts suited for farm. But there are far too many totallyuusuited for such hanging about. Neither farmers nor men needdread an overstockof skilledploughmenduring the present generation.
The building trade and carpenters are well employed. There is verylittle life to report in the iron trade. Shepherds are out of season.Female servants for private houses and hotels are in brisk demand.Couples are too plentiful, thosewithout families have the best chance;but if settlerspersistinpreferringsuch, whereis oursupply of plough-men and shepherds to come from ? Wages— Couples, £65, £70, and£80 ;shepherds, £60 ;day labor, 7s, Bs, and 9s;dairy hands, 20sand los ;cooks, grooms, waiters, barmen, &c, 20s, 255, and up to60s per week;hotel girls, 12s, 15s, and 20s;house girls, 10s, 12s,
and 15s;c-toremeu and clerks, 30s to 60s;boys and girls,ss,6s, and10s ;carpenters,10s to 13s;btuhmen, 8s and 9a.

Mb.A. Merceb reports as follows for the week ending April4.1877, retail prices only :" Fresh butter,in \ and lib prints, Is4d toIs 6d; fresh butter, in lumps, Is2d to Is 3d; powderedand saltbutter. Is3d Fresh butter for this seasonof the year is veryplenti-ful, and themost of the shops in town have tosalt down their supplies.Cheese, btst quality, lOd to Is; English, unsaleable, Is4d per lb;side and rolled bacon, lOd tolid;C donial hams, Is Id to Is 2d per
lb;English hams, Is4d to Is 6d;eggs veryscarce, retailingat 2s 3dper dozen.

Mr. M. C. Fxeming reports (wholesale prices) for the weekending April4,1877,as follows:— Oats (feed),per bushel,2s to2s 3d;milling, 2s6d. Wheat (chicks), 3s to3s 6d. Barley, malting, 4s to
4s 6d;feed, 2s 6d to 3s. Pollard, scarce. Bran, .£3 15s,bags in-cluded. Flour, largebags, £13; small, £13 10s. Oatmeal, £12 10s.Potatoes,new, 4s percwt. Hay, new, £3 15s;oldhay, £4 per tonChuff, £4 per ton. Straw, £2 per ton.

Mb. J. Vezey reports for the week ending April 4, 1877retail:— Roast beef,6d to Sd per lb;boiling do.,4d to 5d per lb "
stewingdo.,4d to 66. per lb;Bteak, 6d to 9d per lb;mutton, 3d to6d per lb;veal, 4d to8dper lb;pork,6d to8dper lb:lamb, 2s to3s 6d per quarter.

A VISIT TO THE CALEDONIAN SPORTS.
ExstbbMonday breaking fine,Itook up the paper to ascertainwhat Dunedin had provided for its inhabitants in the way ofamusement. Steamboat excursions and the Caledonian sportsconstituted the bill of fare. Iwas too late for the steamers, theyhaving startedat theearlyhourof 9 and10 a.m.,soIresolved onwending my way to Kensington and regaling myself on Scotchreels, Cumberland wrestling, foot racing, and bagpipes. Themorningwas beautiful, and the walk to the ground would base-been most emoyable if the tide had been in, butthe unpleasant1odours which arise when the tideis out,completely did awaywiththe pleasure derived from the bright sun, the pure air, and thecharming scenery which surrounds this fair town. The ground

?It3 ?portß?portß were held* tf tt were tetter drained, is welladaptedfor its purpose,and the stand,after those atFlemingtonand the Melbourne cricket ground, will compare favorably withanything else of thekindin Australia. Itis alargeandsubstantialstructure. s *
Ihaveseen agooddealof foot-racinginmy time,and wasnotmuch struck with the exhibitionof Monday last. With the excep-tionotMacpherson's running, it was only mediocre. Macphersonwith practice ought to develope into a very fleet runnerT Why

j were there no long races in the programme ? They test thestamina of the competitors,and they afford more amusement tothe public. To win along racea man must trainstrictly,nohalfmeasureswill suffice. Ihaveoften witnessedthe spectacle in foot-races otbottle-holdersrunning occasionally alongside acompetitor,anddousing him withcold water. UntillastMondayIwas alwaysunder the ideathat thiswasameansused for fresheningthe runnerup; buton that occasion therewasoneenthusiasticyouth who wasvery excited over one of the competitors in the walking matchHe was most assiduous in his attentions with the bottle" hismethod of application was,however, rather novel. Instead ofthrowing thewaterdirectly onhis friend'sheadand face from thebottle,he, inthe firstplace,insertedthebottleintohis ownmouth,took a good mouthful from it, then, when he saw his friendapproaching, he would plant himself close to the rin°- anddexte-rously lodge the contents in his friend's face. If this was intendedas a refresher,I, formypart,should certainly have selected someother means of application. Imay add that this competitor didnot win.
*

The wrestling took my fancy most, and the bagpipes least.Everyone tohis taste, sayI;butImust confessIcannot for theate of me see where the music comes in in the ba<nripes Twoardent votaries of this wonderfully-made instrument continuedperambulatingthe ground the entire afternoon, blowing away totheir heart's content,and,Ipresume, to thedelight of most of theScotchmenpresent. Two members of the fair sex,however,whowerestanding withinhearingof me,expressedtheir disapprobationot the nationalinstrument in strong terms,and withaccents whichevidently proclaimed them as hailing from north of the TweedOne remarked that itreminded herof the "childer squalin* in the
mornin ;"and the other expresseda fear that the"puir bodiesmaunbe tired, andwished that someonewould"tak them awayandgie them a drapofbeer." J

Of the wrestlers,a little man with yellow socks pleasedmemost. He was a small, slight fellow, but evidently as hard asnails. He displayed great science and agility, and the way hethrew his opponents, whowereall larger men than himself,gavegreat amusement to the people. Ididnot wait to see whoeventu-ally wonthe firstprize for wrestling, butitseemed to me that thehghti weightsihad notfair play in the arrangement of the prizes.Ihebest of the light weights couldonlyhope forsecond prize. Itwas not tobe expected that little yellow feet, for instance, wouldsucceed m throwing agiant like Tyson, yet it was only by theaccomplishmentof such amiraclethathecould claim the firstprizesIhebellman of Dunedin is übiquitous. His bell is tobe metwitheverywhere. He was the firstpersonInoticed on the groundon Monday. His general get-up, not forgetting his voice, is
imposing. His duties on this occasion were, amongst others togive notice of the different events, and summon competitors totheir posts. On one occasion the gentleman who had tofurnishthe music for a dance did notput in an appearance at the firstsummonsof thebell. The bellhad to be rungseveraltimes beforehe turned up, and the way Mr. Bellman rang that bell, anddemanded in stentorian tones that "the gentleman who was toplay the fiddle for the hornpipe would please nowstep into thearena," was a treat to all beholders. "The gentleman who wastoplay the nddle had been regaling the inner man,or,at least,so thought the bellman, and it evidentlybanished all malice hemight entertain for the troublehe had been putto incallinghimbecause hemethimwithaneasy smile and said, "Ah,Mr Fiddler*wehavebeencalling you,butIperceive you have been having a

» Mr.Fiddlersmiled aguilty smile and assumed his post.
Besides the legitimate amusements there wasan Aunt Sallypresidedover by avery voluble darky. This Samboprofessedadevotedattachmenttohis Sally; and oneway he had of showing

it wasbybreaking out into loud manifestations ofconcern for his"dearpartner" whenever any of the public, who patronisedhimcommenced shieing at the pipe in the aforesaid Sally's mouth.1heresult wasthatthepipeescapedscatheless, fortheloudutterin^sof the darkproprietorhelpedconsiderably todistract the attentionanddivert the aim of the person attempting tostrike it. He wasnot a witty personage,and his remarks wereall noise and fury,signifying nothing. Himself and his Sally, however, reaped a
goodharvest, for though several knocked the pipe out of Sally'smouth,none succeeded in breaking its bowl. There were otheramusementsof asomewhat similar kind, the ring business et hocgenus omne,- butIdont fancy that any of their spiritedproprietors
made their fortunes. The sporte,as awhole,passedoff well,andaffordedconsiderableamusementtothe largecrowdwhichpatronisedthem. vv 7,
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Mb. Henry Driver (on behalf of the NewZealandLoan and
Mercantile Agency Company) reports for the week ending April
4, as follows:

—
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