
nents of Abolition and Centralists contended that thesemeasures, if carried, must necessarily result in misunder-standings, mismanagement, tardyadministration,inefficiency,
and a greatly increased expenditure. One year has not yetelapsed, since Abolition and Centralism became accomplishedfacts, and thesepredictions have been only too clearly accom-plished. The County system, which has supersededProvin-cialism,already stinksin men's nostrils, owing to its extrava-gantexpenditure,the petty self-seeking ithas so disgustinglydeveloped,and the intense local spirit it lias engendered.

We are not in the least surprised. To us, from the veryfirst announcementthat such measures werein contemplation,it wasclear that suchmust necessarilybe the result of destroy-inggenuinelocalself-government, andcentralising every-thingin one town outside this island. We never wavered in oui?conviction that Centralism, as it has teen effected, would,before long, have succeeded in setting every man residingbeyond the immediate influence of Wellington, against thatcity, and making all utterly dissatisfied with the presentdistribution of politicalinfluence and power. The eventhasjustified our views,and tins, too,much sooner than we hadanticipated. The presentGovernment would do well to take
noteof the fact that,fromone end to the otherof the country,therei3greatdissatisfaction, which,if neglected or contemned,
must before long bring about not only their own downfall,
but also serious injury to the commonwealth.

It alwaysstruck us as very strange,something for whichwe could not reasonablyaccount,that whilstothers wereeithercontending, ardently struggling for what we possessed, orbusily engagedin securing similar advantages, the people ofNew Zealand, that is amajority of their representatives, werewantonly flinging from them those advantages of local self-
government, which theypossessed in such largemeasure. Itwas tohave been expected that, instead of perpetrating suchinsanity, they would have been found fighting for not only
the confirmation of their privileges, but also for enlarged
powers of both Provincial administration and legislation.Such,certainly, would have been the naturalcourse;and wedid hope that, at least, each Island would have been consti-
tuted a province,withgreatly enlargedlocal powers.

Whilst the majority of our Houses of Legislature weredestroyingawiseaadliberal constitution,other peoples,notably
the Spaniards, were engaged in securing their ProvincialLegislatures and immunities from the interference of theCentral Government andParliament. According to the Con-
stitution of 1869

—
Every commune in Spain has its ownelected council, consisting of twenty-eight councillors, pre-

sidedover by the Alcalde. The entiremunicipalgovernment^
with power of taxation and authority for preserving the
public peace, is vested in these councils, which are electedevery two years. From the muuicipal representation flows
that of the provinces of Spain, each of which has its ownParliament. These ProvincialParliaments have largepolitical
powers, and are inmanyrespects independent of the NationalGovernment and Legislature. They meet in annual session,
and are permanently represented by a committee of fromthree to six memberselected everyyear. Neither the Cortesnor the National Executive have the right to interfere withthese MunicipalandProvincial Governments,so long as these
confine themselves within the bounds defined by the Con-
stitution.

Now look on this picture and look on that. And a
similar state of things obtains in theGerman Empire. Even
Alsace andLorraine, thoughconquered provinces,enjoy, even
under their conquerers,Provincial Legislatures and Execu-
tives. Here in New Zealand,however, amajority of repre-
sentativeshas flung awaywhat two of the provincesalmostunanimously desired to retain,and what the people of othev
countries so zealouslylaboured to conserve, and what theii
masters with conquering swords in their hands thought it
wise and even necessary to concede, viz.,Provincial Legisla-
tures andExecutives. The wisdom of theNew Zealand legis
lature and government does not appear to advantagein the
contrast.
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ABOLITION AND CENTRALISM.

The people weresolemnly assuredby the advocates of Aboli-
tion and consequent Centralism, that these measures would
ensure prompt administration,and cheap and good govern-
ment, rrovincialistsdisputed these assumptions. These had
on their side the teachingsof the history of the world,as well
as theory;and theymaintained that a sad experiencewould
soon confirm the soundness of their arguments. The oppo-

VAIN EVIDENCES.
Are denial of self and devotion to the welfare of othen^sufficient to convince the world that they who practise then}
are workers in a good cause ? We believe not, and we ait
not wanting inreliable data on which to base our belief.It is true that, in particular instances, the heroism of
individuals willoccasionallyprm'uca goodeffects. Wehavi^for example, heard just conditions drawn by a military
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HOGG AND HTJTTON'S ADVERTISEMENT.

-pORT WINE, 1834 Vintage,42yearsold;per dozen,110s.

PORT WINE, 1844 Vintage, 32 years old. A bargain. Perdozen,755.

X>ROWN SHERRY,10 years. Just received. Rarevalue PerX> dozen,755.
/COLONIAL WINES, 30s. to 355.per dozen.

T ORNE WHISKEY (Genuine),48s. per dozen.
HOGG AND HUTTON,Octagon.

TO SOLICITORS.

WANTED by a respectably connected and highly educatedyounggentleman a situation as ARTICLED CLERK orLAW CLERKina Solicitor's Office, in townor country. A fairpremium given if hebe takenas anArticledClerk, which wouldbe
preferred. AddressA. 8.,New Zealand TabletOffice, Dunedin

TEN POUND TEN FOR A DOUBLE-FURROW PLOUGH.

riIHE Estateof the late G. F. REID having to be woundup, we

have secured from the EXECUTORS a few of PIRIE'SCelebrated
DOUBLE FURROW PLOUGHS, which weare preparedtosell at
tbe aboveprice.

NIMMO and BLAIR,Dunedik.
NOTICE.

AS vvc areabouttopreparefor strikingourYearlyBalanceSheet,
subscribersto the New Zealand Tabletare requested topay np all arrears without delay. Agents will also kindly attend

to thisnotice. JOHN F. PERRIN,Manager.

AN APPEAL.

FOE the last six years the "Daughtersof St. Dominick
"

havebeenstruggling topromote,inDunedin, that goodwhich itisthe endof their Order toeffect throughout the world,— namely,
—

the Educationof FemaleYouth, in the pathof science and virtue.The questionof the advancementof truecivilization,ofgenuineprogress in the only real sense of the word
—

of thehappiness ofsociety,as of individuals, of the temporaland eternal interests ofthe risinggeneration,is eminentlyinvolvedinthedevelopmentandtraining of the youngmind.
While the subverters of orderandauthorityinItaly,Germany,

andother countries,spare neither wealthnorenergy intheir effortstomisleadthe youngand innocent, shall we bedismayed by ourpoverty? Shall we make no sacrifices to save them? Shall wenot rathercalluntous the littleonesof Christ,
—

shelter them fromthe banefulinfluenceof corruptprinciplesandbadexample
—

teachteach them that life hasnot been bestowedon them tobe squan-
deredin self-indulgence, vanity, or the gratificationof their pas-
sions ?

—
but that, on the contrary,it is tobe devoted to the self-denying taskof acquiring thai: solid,useful,andreligiousknowledge,

without which theycan neverbe goodmembersof society here,orattain theirnoble destinyhereafter. To impart that all-important
knowledge, the Dominican Nuns have devoted their existence"Hitherto their efforts inNew Zealand havebeen much impededby
the numerous difficulties in which they have been placed. Thewant of suitable conventual and scholastic buildings has hpen asore trial, and numberless have been the inconveniences arising
therefrom. Plans for aConvent,suitedto the requirements of the
DominicanRule,andaffording facilitiesto the Sisters for conduct-ing their Schools, according tothe style of their EuropeanHouses,havebeendrawnout;

—
themeansalone are wanting for the accom-plishment of the design. The Nuns, therefore, earnestly solicit

donations towards a work whichwill involve anoutlay of at leastfourteenor fifteen thousandpounds.
The smallest contribution will entitle the donor toaplace on

thelistofBenefactors, for whomprayersaredaily offei*ed.
DOMINICAN CONVENT, DUNEDIN

Feast of the Presentation of Our Lady.


