
"Mr.Huxley tests the Miltonicview of the Mosaic history ofcreation,but indisproving Milton's view wereiterate thathe does
notby anymeans disprovethe history of the creation as given byMoses. For example, there are a great many theologians andfathers of the Church whodonot accept the view of Miltonatall.
The view of Milton concerning the six natural days of creation
cannotbe the view of Moses, for these daysmaybe understood

—
and so they are by agreat many fathersof the Church— as longperiods,long enoughtoallow those formationson the earth's crust.This,however,is not our viewof creation;we wouldratheracceptanother. Thedays spokenofinGenesiscannotbetakenasnaturaldays (the Miltonicview of them), nor are they to be taken as
extremely long periods. Mosesdidnot enumerate the appearanceof the different created beings, in their natural succession, butaccording to thefourelementsof the ancients— i.e., firstlight, thenair, then water,and lastly earth;soMoses cannotmeanany fixedperiodof time by the expression of days. St. Augustine alreadymanifested the difficulty of explaining the meaning of the wordday. He says:"Of whatkindthese days are,is verydifficult,nayimpossible, to conceive, and how much more forus to explain:"Quis dies, cujusmodi sint, autper difficilenobis,aut etiam impos-
sible est cogitare, quanto magis dicere. (DeCiv.Dei,xi.; c.6.)
Butit was clear to him that we cannot understand by this term
natural days, for,he says,we see that these days nowhave anevening, inthat the sun sets,anda morning, in that the sunrises;but thosethree fiist daysof creation arenot determinedbythe sun,
of whomit is saidthatheappearedbuton the fourthday. "Vide-mus quippe istos dies notos non habere vesperain nisi de solisoccasu,neemane nisi de solisortu:illorurn autempriorestres diessine sole peractisimt guiquarto die factusrefertur (Ibid.,xi.;c.7).

THE POWER OF MUSIC.
Father Burke is an ardent admirer of the Jesuit Fathers. Inone of his mosteloquent lectures the greatDominican orator says:When the glorious sonsof St.Ignatius— themagnificentJesuits

—
wentdown to SouthAmerica to evangelise the native Indians, the hostiletribes with their chieftainslined the riverbanks, hideousin their warpaint, and stood ready to send poisoned arrows into the hearts ofthese holy men. They would not listen to them. They would notopen their hearts to their influences, untilat lengthupona certainday

these Jesuit missionaries were upon the river in an open boat. Thobanks on either side were lined with angry and inflamed warriorsthirsting for thebloodof the saints,whenone of thesechildrenof Godtook a musical instrument and began to play sweet chords,and theothers liftedup theirvoices andsang. Sweetly andmelodiouslythey
sang,voicedropping in after voice,as they sang thepraises of Jesusand Mary. The woodsresounded to theirpeacefulchant. The verybirds upon the treeshushed their songthat they might hear,and thesavages threw down their arms, rushed with naked bodies into thoriver, swam to the boat, and listened withcaptivated hearts to thostrains o£ music. And thus uponthe wings of song, did theDivine
failhand the graceof Christianity reach the savage,rugged breastsofthese Indians.

THE MARPINGEN AFFAIR.

Afterhaving admirablyperformed the functions of the "devil'sattorney-general
"
intheMarpingenaffair (saysthe CatholicKeview)the Prussian authoritieshave ignominiously abandonedall theirpositions. Thepriests, Neureuter and Schneider,pastorsof Mar-pmgen and Alsweiler,werereceived,afterliberation,vdthtriumph-antovationsby their respectiveflocks. The fourmen whosaw theapparition,and whowerelocked up because they saidso,returnedto their homes on the 17th November, although they never re-tracted asingle oneof theirassertions;and,as acrowning triumph

thechildrenhavebeen set at liberty, andrestored to theirparents,
o of Saarbruck quashed the judgment whichorderedthe three littleones tobeshutup inaProtestantreforma-tory,but the Procurator-Generalappealed against the decision ofthis tribunal tothe Superior Courtof Justiceof Berlin,which hasconfirmed the sentence of the Landgericht. The little ones lefttheir prisonon the 12th of December. The authoritieshavealsobeentorcedtoacknowledge that the childrennevermade any con-fession offraud,but have all persisted in repeating their firstas-sertions under threats which werecalculated to influence mucholder persons. Itis generally believedthatthis result wasbrought

about through fearthat thepartyof theCentre wouldtakehold ofit, andexpose the motives which haveactuated the authoritiesinthe matter. The words of the Landgericht are that '" there wasnodeceit practised,nor any otherpunishableoffence committedin thematter." TheSaarbruckGazette,whichwillsoonhavetodefenditselfvicourt forslanderingthepastorofMarpingen,saysthatmultitudesflock daily to the site of the apparitions. The faithfularrivebythousandsin the little village. This Liberal journal,which waswont to treat the affair with so much ridicule, is compelled toacknowledge that thereis not tho leastdisorder committed incon-

GENERAL NEWS.
The Pope, replying to an address from a body of pilgrims,made a speech,inwhichhe said Italywas more prosperous beforeherunity than she has been sincethat event. At the present timethepoor people cannotobtain breador clothing;tradelanguishes,affording the spectacle of frequent financial disasters; the taxe3are heavier,andsmalllandownerscannot get a living. Speakin"1

of the ideaof a reconciliation between the Church andthe State,his Holiness said he had always remainedfaithful to his oaths*adding, "Peoplewishing totake partin the voting do so, but onconditionthat you intend toremain immaculateinthe observanceof thelaws of GodandHis Church."
The Unita Cattolica specially announces that three <n'and TeDeiims will be sung in Borne this year, thoseof Canossa,Venice,

andBorne
—

the first incelebration of the eighth centenaryof thesubmission oftheEmperorHenry IV. toGregory VII.;the secondfor the seventh centenary of the day when FrederickBarbarossaimplored the forgiveness of AlexanderIII.; andthe third, for thefifthcentenaryof the reesbablishmentof the Papal See atBorneafter 73 yearsof exile at Avignon. '
The Italian peasantryare flying from their country in suchnumbers astocausesome of their legislators to thinkof imitating

the actionof Germany in a similarconjunctureby preventinganyfurther emigration. Crime is increasingenormously,and incomepartsof the countrybrigandage is strong enoughto beable to setat defianceall authority. Notably is this thecase inSicily, whereitisproposedtosendPrinceAmadeoasgovernorwitha lar<»e armytorestore order and security. A curious case growing out of thestate of things in Sicily, is soon to come before the courts Acertain Mr. Eose, an Englishmen, was captured by brigands 'andobliged bythemtopayaransom of four thousandpoundssterling "
henow gueg the Italian, government for, the amount. Perhapsi£

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, April 6, 1877.
A POPE'S DEATH BED.

Everything connectedwith the dying moments of aPope is in-
vested with that solemnity andgravity suited to thehigh andholy
office whichduring life he hadfulfilled. Hisdomesticprelatesand
{jhe chief dignitaries of his household are summoned aroundhis
bed. He thenmates a profession of his faith,grantsparticularfavours toall abouthim,requests their prayers,andreceives from
thehands ofthesacristanprelate theHoly Viaticum,a,nd fromtheCardinalPenitentiaryindulgence. Ifhis statewill allowof it, hesummonsbeforehim the College of Cardinals, in thepresence of
of whomhe renews his profession of faith. He recommends to
them the Church of God,and engages them toelectashis succes-sor theperson whom theybelieve most worthy to feed the sheep
and the lambs. Thedomesticprelatesremain athis bedside whenhe is in the agonyofdeath, and the sacristanpriestrecites the re-
commendationof the departing soul, and a part of thePassion.
Scarcelyhasthe Popebreathedhis last whentheCardinalCamer-
lingo, precededby themaster of ceremonies, repairsto thepalace,
and takesuphis positionat the foot of thebed, onwhichthede-ceasedPopelies, his face covered with a whiteveil. TheCardinalkneelsdown andoffers upashort prayer. He then stands up,and
theattendantsuncover the face of thePope. The Catnerlingo ap-proachesthebody,strikes threetimes theheadof thedeceasedwith
a small silver hammer, and calls out his name three times. He
then turns towards the assistants andsays,"The Pope is indeeddead."

—
Exchange.'

A REMARKABLE CAREER.
Mb. John PopeHennessy (writes theLondoncorrespondentof theLiverpool 'Mercury') who is going out to HongKongas governor
with a salary of £5000 a year, has had averyremarkable career.In1859, when he was clerk in a GovernmentOffice inWhitehall,
about 25 yearsof age,and with about i>Bo a yearstipend,he wasselectedby Cardinal Wiseman to stand forKing's County at thegeneral election which the then Lord Derby had suddenly an-
nounced. Theyoung clerk went down,foundthreeLiberals in thefield, saw that he was sure to win, telegraphed to Londonon theeve of the electiontoresignhis appointment,and wasreturnedattheheadof thepoll. Hethus foundhimself, likePhineasFinn, anM.P.at five-and-twenty,with something less thanPhineasFinn'sincome to liveupon. He spoke frequently in the House,andex-periencednoneof that nervousnessenduredbyMr.Trollope'shero.
He tried his hand at literature, and wrote,Ibelieve,for a time in
the 'Athenroum.' But letterswere not his forte,and they wouldnothavekept the wolf fromthe door. Hehadsufficientself-confi-
dence to inspire confidence in others, and there were many whobelieved inEm sufficiently toaidhimwhensupplies ranshort. Sothings went on,and for six years Mr.Hennessy contrived tokeep
hisheadabove water,and to make a certain amount of reputation
for himself in theHouse. In1865 there wasageneralelection,andMr. Hennessy had to goback tohis constituents. Alas, he losthiaelectionby sevenvotes. Things lookedverygloomy indeedat this
time for the young politician. He was out in the cold,andhispolitical friends seemedtobe farther from office thanthey weresixyears before, for the country had increased Lord Palmerston'a
majority from13 to over 70. But we all know whathappened

—
howthe veteranpremier died,how the Adullamitesbrokeup theRussell-GladstoneMinistry, and how the third Derby-DisraeliMinistry was formed. One of the first things it didwas to giveMr.Hennessy the governorship ofLabuan. There hesettled for awhile and married. Then he was promotedto the West CoastofAfrica, then the Leeward Islands, and now goeg to Hong Kong.
Everything has seemedto tell in his favour. His very mistakeshave turnedout tohis advantage, and becausehedidnot getonin
Barbadoes with .£4OOO a year,he is sent to China with £5000.
This success is the moreremarkable, becauseMr. Hennessy suffersfromwhatis usually ahindrance to promotion,the fact thathe isaEomanCatholicof ultramontaneviews.

ST. AUGUSTINE ON THE MOSAIC DAYS.

The question of the "Six Days Creation/ and of Mr. Huxley's
lecture onMiltonic theories of thecreation is treatedinthe Notre
Dame Scholastic.
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