
These circumstances, coupled with' the unfavorable reportsfromtheUnited States for the last few years, have completely
checked emigrationto the West. The few thathavegone went tojoin the chief portionof their families on the other side, their pas-gages havingbeenpaidin the States. Almost as manyhavere-

_Ithasbeena year of fair harvest, average commercial pros-perity,diminishedpauperismand crimes, vastly decreasedemigra-
tion, entire freedom from political excitement andagitation,and
for almost the first time, in more than thirty years, aslight in-
crease of population. The steady growthofwealth,butfarinferior
to the rateof progress inEngland and Scotland, the improvement
inthe condition of the masses of the people,in food,clothing, andhabitations,andthe general diffusion of higher comforts amongst
the industrial classesare admitted.

A Sister died recently in Bensheini, Germany, who had the
almost exclusivepare of the typhus ward in themilitary hospital
during thecampaignof1870-71,andhasbeeneversincethattimecele-
brated for herself-devotioninnursing other typhus patientsduring
the twoor three epidemicsinthis district. Her coffin was borneto
the cemetery by twelve veteran soldiers, ainougwhom wereseveral
Protestants andJews, who outrivalled the Catholics in their vene-
rationof the deceased. The municipal authoritiesnot only gave a
specialplace for the interment of the Sisters,buthave also under-
taken toerect a suitable monument at their own expense. The
Sisters visit andattend indiscriminatelyall classes anddenomina-
tions,nursing in their ownhouses evenProtestantsand Jews. The
Catholics forma minority of the population, but the love for the
nunsis universal,andnever has the slightest charge of anykirnl
beenbroughtagainst thorn,
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turned toIrelandfrom the States during the yearashaveleft. Ihadopportunitiesof seeing many of those returned, andalthoughfew or nonehavecome back intending to remain, allhavereturnedunderindustrialpressure. A considerablenumberof thosewhohavecomeback haveemigrated to Australia and New Zealand. Thegreat Republicmaynow accept the fact thatno further materialaccession of immigration can possibly be hoped for fromIreland.Waifs andstrays,dribletsof families will for many years,nodoubt,
continue to join their relationsbeyond the Atlantic,butemigrationfromIreland, inthe past sense, is at an end. Peopleare quite
content with the dull, quiet comforts, which, now, every indus-trious personcancommand at home, so that the spiritfor emigra-tionhas diedout. At the same time, such is the fascinationof the
exciting industrialand social atmosphere of the States that no
rational emigrant would assent to the supposition that he wasgoing to remain in this sleepy and unfortunatecountry. Ireland
is morehappy;Americais more prosperous. To combine bothis
the vexedproblem.— f CatholicReview.'

DR. NEWMAN ON MIRACLES.
" Mieacles to theCatholicare facts of history andbiography, and
nothing else;and they areto be regardedand dealt withas other
facts;and asnaturalfacts undercircumstances donot startle Pro-testants, so supernatural, under circumstances, do not startle
the Catholic. They mayor maynot havetakenplaceinparticularcases ;he may be unable to determine which;he mayhave no

evidence;hemaysuspendhis judgment;buthe will say,
.t is very possiblej" he never will say "I cannot believe it.ouch, then,is the answerIwould make to those who urge againstus themultitude of miracles recorded in our Saints'Lives. We

think them true in the sense inwhichProtestants think the details
of English history true. ... If, indeed, miracles never canoccur, then, indeed, impute the narratives to fraud;but, tillyou
prove they are not likely, we shall consider the histories which
have come down to us true on the whole, though inparticular
cases they may be exaggeratedor unfounded. Where, indeed,
they can certainly be proved to be false, there weshallbe bound
to do our best to get ridof them;but till that is clear, we shall
be liberalenough toallow others touse theirprivate judgment in
their favor,as we use ours in their disparagement. For myself,lestIappear tobein any wa> shrinking from a determinate judg-
ment on the claims of thosemiracles andrelics, whichProtestants
are so startled at, andtobe hiding particular questions inwhatisvague andgeneral,Iwill avow distinctly that,putting out of the
questionthehypothesis of unknownlaws of nature (thatis, of the
professed miracle being not miraculous),Ithink it impossible towithstand the evidence which is brought for the liquefactionofthe bloodof St.Januarius at Naples,and for the motion of theeyes of thepictures of the Madonnainthe Roman States. Isee
no reason to doubt thematerial of the Lombard Crownat Monza;
andIdonot see why the Holy Coat at Trevesmaynot havebeen
whatitprofesses tobe. Ifirmly believe thatportions of the trueCross areatRome, andelsewhere,that the crib of Bethlehem is atRome,and the bodies of St. Peter and St. Paul also. Ibelieve
that at Rome, too, lies St. Stephen, that St. Matthew lies atSalerno, and St. Andrew at Araalfi. Ifirmly believe that therelics of the saints are doing innumerable miracles and gracesdaily, and that itneeds only for a Catholictoshow devotion toany
saint inorder to receive special benefits from his intercession. Ifirmly believe that the saints in their lifetime have before now
raised the deadto life, crossedthe sea without vessels, multiplied
grain and bread, cured incurable diseases, and superseded the
operation of the laws of the universe in a multitude of ways.Many men, when they hear an educatedman so speak,will at
once impute the avowal to insanity,or to anidiosyncracy, or toimbecility of mind,or to decrepitude of powers, or to fanaticism,
or tohypocrisy. They have a right to say so,if they will;and
we havea right to ask them why they do not say itof those who
bow downbefore the Mysteryof mysteries, the DivineIncarnation.
If they donot believe this, they are not Protestants;if they do,
let them grant thatHewho has done the greater may do the less."

LECTURE ON LORD EDWARD FITZGERALD.
The third lecture for the season of St. Kevin's Branch of the
Catholic Union was delivered at the lecture-hall, Camdenstreet,
Dublin, on the 21st ultimo, by Michael Carter O'Meara. Mr.
O'Meara apologised for thenecessaryincompletenessof the sketchwhich he intendedtogive. He had rather selected this subjectinorder to bringbefore them the education and surroundings ofthe youthandearly manhood of LordEdward Fitzgerald, to show
he never could have organised or consented to take partin the
insurrectionarymovement with which his name was inseparably
connectedif it had really been the wild andimpossible scheme ithadbeenso oftenrepresented;and thatthe fact of his, amanofposition andfamily,having thrownhimself into the agitation was
completeproof, if such proof were wanted, thatby reason of the
policy adopted towards his countryby theBritish Minister it was
animpossibility that Ireland could have escapedpassing through
the ordealof an insurrection. Lord EdwardFitzgerald wasborn
onOctober 15th,1763, being the fifth sonof theDukeof Leinster.
Inthe latter part of 1780 a lieutenancy waspurchased for him inthe 96thRegiment,and inayearafter, at the age of eighteen, he
was first introducedto thehorrors of war ata battle foughtin the
American War of Independence,wherehereceiveda severe wound,
and was left for dead on the field. A negrofoundhim andcarried
him off to Charleston. Inafter life LordEdwardregretted the
part he had taken in this war, and said on one occasion thathe
had been fighting against liberty. Of him Major Doyle wrote
about this time— "Inever knew a more loveable person,andevery
manin the army,from the general to] the drummer, would cheer
the expression. . . . Hehad great animal spirits, whichboro
him up against all fatigue,but his courage was entirely independ-
ent of those spirits— it was a valour sui generis." In 1783 hereturned from America, and was returned member for Athy. Iv
October, 1792, while in Paris, he attendeda meeting to celebrate
the victories of the French armies, and among the toasts were

—"
The armies of France:may, the example of its citizen-soldiers

be followed by all enslavedcountries till tyrannybe extinct;"andanother, still more Republican— "The speedy abolition of all
hereditary and feudal distinctions." For this ho was dismissed
from the army. In1793, when a vote of thanks wasbeing moved
to the Viceroyforaproclamationfor dispersing allunlawful assem-
blies, Lord Edward rose and said, "Igive my most heartydis-
approbationto that address, forIdothink thattheLord-Lieutenant
and the majority of this house are the worst subjects theKing
has." A perfect tumult followed, and when called on for anex^
planationhesaid— " lamaccused of having declared thatIthink
the Lord-Lieutenant and the majority of this house the worst sub-
jects theKinghas—Isaid so,it is true,and lamsorry for it." It
wasneedless to say this explanationwas rejected. Inthe summer
of 1796, theUnitedIrishmen determined on appealingtoarms;it
was then Lord Edward joined the society,and was electedCom-
mander-in-Chief. The lecturer thendetailed the events connected
with the rising of '9S, so familiar toeveryreader of Irishhistory,
down to the arrest ofLordEdwardFitzgerald, onMay19, 1795, at
the house of Mr. Murphy, inThomas street,when, after a gallant
resistance, he was captured by Major SwanandCaptainRyan,of
infamous memory,andconveyed to the Castle. There he was sub-
jected to undignified, barbarous, and disgracefulcruelties which
were fully stated in a letter from Lord Henvy Fitzgerald, his
brother, to Lord Camden; and on June 4, 1795, Lord Edward
Fitzgeralddied. Reviewinggenei-ally the state of things at that
period, the lecturer concluded:— For myselfImay sayIwould
echo the words of "Wolfe Tone— "Iwould rather beFitzgerald in
his rebel grave thanPitt atthe headof theBritish Empire."

1876 IN IRELAND.
■«"

Dublin,December 22, 1876.— The year ]576 has not beenoneofexcitingeventsin Ireland. Politically,it -was an extremelytameperiod. Under a Tory administration, to which thepoliticalsym-pathiesof the vast majority of the Irish people are opposed,no
legislationin the direction of reform or amelioration couldbe ex-
pected. The HomeRule party brought forward a motion for aselect committee to inquireinto the natureof the claim advancedfor local legislation, -which was defeated, the chief incident in the
debate being the eloquent speech of Mr.P. J. Smyth, member forWestmeath,a speech, which, it is feared, will cost him his seat.Numbersof bills inthe direction of popular demands were intro-duced,togratify the vanity of individual members, andas an evi-dence of Parliamentary industry to their constituents, without the
remotest hopeof theireverreachingthe stagecalleda secondread-
ing. Of these, by far the most important was the IrishUniversityBill, introducedby Mr.Butt,but which whollyfell through. The
only measure of the session was a miserable Municipal Act,re-storing toIrish Corporations portionsof the privileges which theyformerly enjoyed, and which English Corporations still enjoy,inthe appointment ofsheriffs. No material change took placeasre-
gards the representationin the House of Commons. Contentionamongst the popular party,in the city of Cork,on the lamenteddeathof the patrioticJoseph Ronayne, ledto the returnof aCon-servative, the first time for years in the capitalof Munster. Avacancy inLeitrim,however,balancedthis defection, a Liberaland
aCatholic having succeeded a Conservative. Just at the close of
the year,the deathof Sir John Esmonde, M.P., causesavacancy
inWaterford county. Before this event, fiftyof the onehundred
and three Irishmembers (Cashel and Sligoboroughsdisfranchised)
"were Catholics, andaboutseventy-threeLiberals,nearlyallof them
Home Rulers.
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