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ai?>U% ?r?r?viOU|lyhadseeme<r toeitend"8 wideannaas if toenfoldits helpless foe in a deadly embrace, was throw£mtosomeconfusion by this sudden and extraordinaryv?erin°"the wind; while the Christian vessels, carried forwardby abriskand favourable breeze,bore down withimpetuous gallantryon thefoe,and thus gainedallthe advantageof attack. TheTurks how!ever,fired thefirstshot, which was quickly answeredby the Span-lards; then placing himself in full armour on the prow of hh,galley,Don Johnordered the trumpets to sound thechSr-T" whilein every vessel the crews and soldiers knelb to receive the lastgeneralabsolution,andthis being given, everythought wasturnedto the approaching struggle. mmcci

■ iJfc waS noonbefore the fioht beSani thebrilliantsunrodealoftinthe clear azureof the Grecian sky, and flashedbri"Llyon thecasques and armourof the warriors/ The Moslems recevedtheirassailantswith loudandhorriblecries, whichwere met onXpar?of the Christiansby aprofoundsilence. Theflag-shipof AliPashacommenced the cannonade; but the fire of the VenetiansTopped
?£ t c???BZ°BZ° sudden5uddenly- and with such overwhelmingviSethat at the first discharge their advancing vessels recoUed a8thoughfromthe shock of a tremendous blow, andat the secondbroadsidetwoof the galleys were sunk. IQ 'addition to theSis-couraoreinent produced by this first incident in the fi-hb theadversewmdcarried all the smoke of the Christian artilleryri*htupon the decks of the Turks, who were thus blinded[Sd fmbarrassed; whilst their enemies were able to direct everymove-ment with facility,and fought in the clear light of day. Atbe?thisfirst encounter thebattlebecame general; DonJohn eagerlymadehis way towards the Pasha's galley, and Ali, on his port, didnotdeclmethe challenge. To form anything like a correct ideaoTasea-nglit in those days, we must remember thenatureof thevesselsthen inuse, propelled as they were by rowers seated onseveraltiers of benches, and defended less by artillery than by the armedcombatants, who strove to grapple hand to hand with theiropponents. The galleys of war were armed with lon"aks <£pointedprows, with which they dashedagainst theenemy'svesselsandoften sunk themat the first shock. Terrible was the meeting
ot the leadersof the twoarmaments; the longbeak of AliPasha1*
galley was forced far among the benches of theChristian rowers"
hisownrowers,beitsaid,wereChristiansalso,-slaveschainedtotheirposts, and workingunder the threat of death if they shrank fromtheir task, and thepromise of libertyif theTurks should gain theday. Ihen there rose the clash of arms: the combatantsmet faceto face, and their swords rang on the armour of their opponentswhilst the waterswere lashed into fury by the strokes of athou-sand oars. Wider and wider the conflict spread: theBey of Alexandria,at the head of his galleys, made a furious attack on the"Venetiansquadron;buthe wasmetby Barbarigoandhis menwiththe most eager and determined courage; for the memory of thecruelties practisedon their countrymenatFamagostawas fresh intheir minds, andanimated them tovengeance. A shower of dartsrained around them, but they seemed regardless of all dangerOneof these deadly weapons struck Barbarigo himself in the'evewhilstin the very frontof the battle;he wascarried to his cabinwhere,after lingering three days, heexpiredfrom his wound Theslaughter on both sides was terrible, though the Venetians werefinally successful in repulsing their enemies; the galley of Con-tarini. the nephew of Barbarigo, narrowly escapedbem<r takenfrom the fact of almost everyman on board ofit beino-sl^n Qoa'tarinihimselfamong thenumber.

° '
Whilst matters proceeded thus in the left wine, the ri<*lit wasengaged inan equally desperatestruggle. To the Spanish, com-mander,Dona, wasopposed,on the side of the Turks, the famousrenegade corsair Ouloudj Ali, who, fromtherank of apoorNeapolitan fisherman,had risen, through his apostacy from the faithandhis extraordinaryandferocious valour,to thesovereigntyof Algiersandhad become one of the most distinguished admiralsof the"day'Inthe courseof thepreeeeding yearhehadsurprisedalars-esquad

ron of galleysbelonging to the Knights of Malta, threeof whichhe succeeded in capturing, whilst others, including theadmiral'svessel wereseverelyinjured andrun agroundoff the coastof SicilyThi3 circumstance hadfor the time so crippled the squadronof theOrder, that it was able tocontribute no more than threef "'alleysto the Christianfleet.They were commanded by PeterGiustinianigrand priorof Messina, oneof that illustriousrace which wasevertoremost when the cause was that of the Church, andthe enemywas theMussulman, and whose boast it was,toreckon the namesof fifty saints among its lineage. Giustiniani's ownvessel, the Capi-tanadi Malta, wasposted in the verycentreof the line of battlethe placeof honour beinggranted withoutoppositionto thebannerof St.John; butiheother galleys were attachedtoDoria'sdivisionaudreceived the first attackof Ouloudj Ali. Inspiteof ihtrirheroicdefence, they were overpoweredby numbers; the St. Stephen wasassailed by three Turkish vessels at once,and wasin theutmostdanger of being taken,when Giustiuiani, perceiving the danger ofthe knights, hastened to their assistance, and forced two of theenemy's vessels tostrike. The third wason thepointof doin-r thesame, whenOuloudj Ali brought up four othor galleys, and"thenensued one of the most desperateandbloody combats that was wit-nessed throughout the day.
(To be continued.)

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday,March 30,1877.
THE BATTLE OF LEPANTO.

(From The Knights of St.Join,by E.H.T.)
But there was little time for the settlement of mutual disputes;and the intelligence brought by the Spanish spiessooninducedall
partiestolayaside their rivalries,andprepare for thecombat. Thetidings of the fall of Famagosta werenow fully confirmed;Cypruswas lost past recall;and the Turkish fleet, under the command ofAliPasha, wasdrawn up inthe bay of Lepanto,withorders from
jV sultan to seekand fight the Christianswherevertheymight be.V Je, indeed,werefound who, evenat this juncture,advised defen-
sive measures;but their votes were overpoweredby the ardour oftheColonna andof Don John himself, who,we are assured,hadsuch faithin the sanctity of Pius,and in the assurance of victorywhichhehad received fromhis mouth, thatherelied moreonhiswords thanevenon thenumber and valour of his soldiers. Butitseemedas thoughhis purpose of givingbattlemust perforcebe de-
ferred. A sudden obstaclepresenteditself;an adverse windarose,
which renderedtheadvance of the armada allbut impossible. For
twodays ithadkept steadily blowing from the same quarter,andthere seemed noindicationof a change;nevertheless (to use thewordsof the Spanishhistorian, Eosell)"on the morning of the7thof October,a littlebeforedaybreak,Don John,defying the opposi-tion of the elements, and as though impelled by an irresistiblepower, to theastonishmentofallgave the signal to weighanchor."
Itwas obeyed;and laboring against the contrary wind, the vessels
began to make their slow and difficult way, tossed andbeatenbythe waves, as the morning light was breaking over thehorizon.Just as the sun roseover the glorious coast of that island-group,anciently known as the Echinades, the watchman on board theprince's galley made signal of asail. Itwas quickly repeatedby
the lookers-outinDoria'ssquadron,andmanywhoeagerlyascendedthe riggingplainly discerned not onesail alone, but,like somanydark specks on the flashing surfaceof the westernsea,the distantarrayof the wholeTurkish fleet. Abattle was thereforefelttobeclose athand;andwhilst the crimson folds of the consecrated ban-ner, to which a blessed rosary was affixed,were displayed aloftonthe royalvessel, and the signal gun gave notice for all to fall intoposition,loud acclamations burstfromevery partof theChristianhost in tokenof theirenthusiastic joy. The Turkish fleetconsisted
of upwardsof 4000 vessels of all sizes,* manned by not fewer than120,000men; instrength, therefore, tha Moslemsfar surpassedtheChristians, and they had the prestige of their late conquests intheir favor. As the fleets weie stilldistant, the interval was spentby the leaders of bothparties in encouraging their followers andpreparing for hostilities. Some of the Spanish generals, whostilldoubted the prudenceof provoking the contest,appearedonboard
the royalgalley to learn the final decision of the prince. They re-ceivedit inja few words:

"Gentlemen," hereplied," youmistake;this is not the time forcouncil,but forcombat;
"

and turning fromthem, hecontinued issuing his orders. Then, taking asmall andswift galley, hewent the rounds of the fleet,animating their crewswitha few of thosebrief and heroic phraseswhich fall withsuchpowerfuleffect from the lips of a great commander. He hadanappropriate word for all. The Venetianshe remindedof their in-juries, and of the slaughter of Famagosta. Sebastian Veniero,■whoseirritable and stubborn temper had, at the firstdeparturefromMessina,betrayedhim into excesses which banishedhim fromtheprince'scouncil, still bore himself morose and sullenunder hisdisgrace; but the judicious andcourteous kindness of Don John so
won upon him, that he laid aside his angry feelings anddistin-
guished himself in the subsequentbattle among themost valiant
anddevotedof the combatants. His address to the Spaniards hasbeenpreserved:"My children," he said, "we have come here todie

—
to conquer, if Heaven so disposes. Give notoccasion to theenemy tosay with impious arrogance, "

Where is now your God ?
'

Fight, then,inHisholy name; fallen, a victorious immortality will
be yours!

"
And now might be seen other galleys passing fromvessel tovesselona differentmission. Theseconveyed thereligiousappointedto attend the armada by the Pope, who went through

everysquadronpublishing the indulgence grantedbyhis Holiness, ihearing the confessions of the soldiers, andpreparingall for death.Their labors were crowned with abundant fruit. So soon as theprince had returned tohis vessel the signal throughout the squad-rons was given for prayer;all the soldiers, fully armed for thecombat, fell upontheir knees, the crucifix was upraisedon the deckof everyvessel, and for someminutes, asthetwohosts drewrapidlynearer to each other, everyman on board the Christian fleet was jengaged inhumbly imploring theDivineblessing onits arms.Graduallythe wholebattle-front of the enemy displayed itselfto view;and the sun,nowrisenhigh above thehorizon,shone overaspectacle as terrible as it was magnificent. Three hundredandthirty large Turkish vessels wereto be seendisposed in the form-gpfavast crescent, and far outflanking their opponents' line;but ithe courageofthe Christian leaders remained unmovedby tho ter- Irific sight. Although it became evident that the reports of the
'

Spanish spies hadgreatlyunderrated the numbers and strength oftheir opponents, yet,as Eosellrelates, the heart of DonJohn wasunappalled:and.placinghis hopesinGod,and fixing his eyesuponthe crucifix heever carried with him, hegave thanks aloud for hisvictory as already won. No sooner were the words uttered thanatokenseemed to be given him toassurehim thathis trustwasnotill-founded. We have said that hithertothe wind hadbeen allin
favour of the Turks, whose enormous crescent wasbearingrapidlydownon the Christianhost, like some fiercebirdof prey without-stretched wings, when suddenly the breeze fell, and the sails I

5

t Veitot. YenHammer,aa hasbeen said, mentions six.

* Von Hammer makes the Turkish fltet consist of 240 galle\sand60 vessels cfsmaller aizo, just300 in all His accountof tlie Christian fleet is as follows— "0Spanishgalleys, 6 Maltese, 3 12 i'apal,108 Venetian; inall 199 .'alleys twhich he adds 0 huge galeassea contributed by Venice; making thesum-total -'0


