
JupiterPi/ottosmustcertainlyregard the Dunedinautumnmeet-
ing with disfavor. One of the days,at least,he invariably visits
withunpleasant moistness, withoutregardpaidto its effects upon
thespirits of thesportingworld,or evenconsiderationfor thepains
which the fair sex has bestowed on preparing charming toilettes
for the occasion. We do not, however, venture to say that thepartiesmost interested inthe racing object toa slightdash ofrain,
for wehavebeenassuredby enthusiasticfox-hunters that,inaddi-
tiontoa"southerly windandacloudy sky," they ratherpreferred
amild shower, as it seemed to settle them inthe saddle;and it
will be generally found that whenever someexcitingamusement is
on foot, a thousand excuses will be found,and a thousandpleas
advancedin favorof allsortsofunfavorableconditions,atmospheric
or otherwise.

This yearthe raincamedownon the firstday,and, fortunately,only on the first, the other two being exceptionally fine; but
althoughitthinned thenon-sportingor ordinaryspectators'attend-
ance,its effects were else imperceptible. The running was par-
ticularly goodon eachof the three days,andcrowds hung, asusual,
breathlessly on the various careers of the horses.

One is almostinclined to doalittlein the philosophical-specu-
lative line,as towhatitis ina well-contestedrace thathas such a
power of excitement, and that, not only over persons concernedin
theevent,but,as well, over themostunlikely-seeming individuals.It is not astonishing if some fair damsel, all gas and gauze as
Rachel wassaidtobe,but withmodifications,who is interested to
the extent of several dozens of Liliputian gloves, and otherwisesentimentally affectedby the matter,palpitatealmost to faintnessas thehorses come tearing up the stretch that extendsinfront ofthe winning post, and the affair is still doubtful. But why onearth the homely and substantial mother of three diminutivechildren

—
oneof them being an infant in arms

—
who standscom-pressed against the barrier amongst the crowd,and who distin-guishes the horses only through the colors wornby their jockeys,should, for the time, become obliviousof her offspring,doubleupher baby as if it were something kneadable,all but"trample her

other two children under foot, and elevated on tip-toe, shout for
red or blue,by whosesuccess she will lose or gain notasixpence,is a question for psychology to fathom if it may. Can itbe that!however bottled up, whether, as it were, in the most delicatechampagne flask with abundant promise of sparkles, or in thecommonestearthernwarejar,bespeakingonly muddy dregs,humannature is akin? It almost seems as if it were. Andpossibly, ifthere wereno tmy gants de Paris, and no suspicion of anythingmore tender, the dainty demoiselle would be little less agitated.1;for all the field, while fate is yet in thebalance,is ina tremor.During the intervals between the races,a stroll through thecrowdis not void of entertainment. Ingenuity candonomore, inorder to induce this world's goods to change hands, than here isdone;pegs and balls and cunningly devisedholes, all invite thehandof the gambler. Fortuneseemsready to be thrustupon theadventurous;itis buta throw and your capitalis doubled. Yettryand try again,andproveyourself tobe a tyro. There aremoreregular dealers too. One,inparticular,offerssomevaluable articlefor amere song; he is a public benefactor, ready to sacrifice hissubstance to the casual stranger;buthis overtures arerejected,andhe retires in disgust, patheticallyoffering to bet five poundsthat, even if he expose a sovereign for sale at the unexampled
price of onepenny at anypublic gathering in the colonies, a stiff-neckedandincredulousrace of settlers will refuse to dealwithhim.The snatches of conversation that reach the eararenow andthenamusing, thoughoccasionally weareriledby overhearing theremarks of some cynic froma neighboringprovince, who wilThaveit thathis country'sinstitutions aresuperiortothose that surroundus. This we are inclined stoutly to deny. The racino here isexcellent; the stand and the course generally are admirably gotup, and as for the situation,can there be amore beautiful? Itseems tohavebeen selected bypoets; here close by the breakersamidst that sweepofverdanthills,andwith the distantcityarising
full inview. A more fittingscene for the festivities he confessedtodelight in,could scarcelyhave been chosenbyoldFroissarthim-self, who sokeenly appreciatedall thatwas pleasing to the senses.

BOARDING-HOUSES.
IfIhadbeen borna daughter of Eve,the first questionIshouldputto that individual,of whatis termed thenobler sex,who ven-tured topopthe question tome,wouldbe,"Have youeverlivedin
a boarding-house, and, if so,how long ?

"
And if Ireceived foranswer,"Yes,my Angelina,for five yearsIhavesat atMrs. Jones'mahogany (landladies revel,Ihave oftennoticed, in thenameofJones),Ishouldpolitelybut firmly remindhimthatIwasnothisAngelina, that my name was Miss Smith, and thathe must con-tinue tograce the mahoganyof Mrs. Jones for five or fifty yearsmore for all Iwas concerned,but thatImust beg tobe excusedfrom eversittingat theheadof his.

A residentof aboarding-housefor a periodunder five'years Imight beinclined to regard with favor,butan elder boarder thanthatIshouldperemptorilydecline. Fora welldevelopedspecimenof the genius selfish man,commend me to an old resident in aboarding-house. Itisbeautiful, if not instructive, to observe hisattention to number one. For the full-fledged birdyoumust goto the boarding-house where there are no ladies, and where themembers of the other andnobler (̂Heaven save the mark!)sex arefew,andhavebeen long acquaintedwith oneanother. The carverinsuchan establishmenthasnot apleasantposition. Hecertainly,itmust be confessed,hasnotmuch troubleindiscovering whateachonelikes bestoff the joint. There is no need for him to stand,
knife and fork in hand,beseeching of the person whomhe wishestoassist to tellhim whatparthecan havethepleasureof helpinghim to. All that part of his business is made wonderfullyeasy"
His questions on this head are all anticipated,and,heavenhelphim, if twoof theboardershave tastesakin. Hisefforts insuch acase to pleasebothparties arenot, as a general rule, crowned withsuccess,alwaysprovided,of course,that he himself be not oneofthem. Then, indeed, one of these sympathetic fellow-boardersleavesthe dinner-tablequite satisfied,whatever maybe the feelings
of tne other. And this explains the reason why the position ofcarver is so much thoughtof in boarding-houses. He is master ofthe situation, and where the motto is "each one for himself," ofcourse the man with the joint beforehimhas a greatpullover hisneighbours. The oldestboarder generally fills the post,and it isastonishing towhatanextent hewill goin assertinghis privileges.Ihavehadsome experienceof boardinghouses. lamnotfletmehasten to inform any young and as yet unmarried lady whomayhappen toread these lines, a " five-yearer/'— ifImay use the
expression— sothat lam still, and shall be for someconsiderabletime,amongst those whomIhaveadvisedyoungladiesnot tomakemiserable, simply because theyhavelived inboarding-houses Butmy experience, though short inpointof time,has beenmuch, andvaried m incidents. Ihave livedwith theprivate family,Ihavehadprivate apartments,andIhavelivedin boarding-houses, pureandsimple, of all sorts andsizes.
�,.

As an instance of how completely wrappedup in one's ownlittle wantsanddesires one is apt to become by long residence ina boarding-house, to the utter exclusion of any regard for yourneighbour,Irememberonce listening to ahotdispute betweenanold boarder— the carver of the establishment—and the landlady,as to theparticularquality of the jointhehappened tobecarvingThe gentleman insisted,with all the freedom which lon<* residenceanda fair punctuality in thepayment of his board warrantedhim
inusing,that themeat wasnot fit tobeputupon the table Thelady warmlyresented the accusation, andasserted it to be fit forthebest table in,the land. After much discussion onbothsidesthe gentlemanfinally clinched the argument by asserting,"Why
it was so bad thatIcould not geta pieceoff it evenfor myself."
Alter that the landladycollapsed; it was too convincing Itsilenced evenher well-trainedand skilled batteryof words" Themanner in which her opponent delivered this last speech wasrefreshing, fromitssimplicity,anditswantof the faintest"limmer-mg of a feeling thathe was sayinganythingout of the common.

" ,J^ananything, again, be moreingenious, when onbeino- askedby the landladywhichof two kinds of sweets you willhave,eachoitnem being of rather smalldimensions,than to answer,"Both

INDIFFERENCE AND ZEAL.
The reportof the GeneralBoardof CatholicPrimaryEducation inEngland, read at the late greatEducational meetinginLondonbrought out inaverystriking way the indifferenceof the Catholicmany,comparedwith the zeal of the Catholic few,in the causeofCaSfcfrlic education. The Governmentgrant to Catholicschools inEi -fland— -a littleover £81,000 a-year— is givensolely onconditionthat the teachers are "certificated"and educatedat a training-school under Government secular inspection. TheCatholicshavetturee training colleges:one for masters and two for mistresses.Yet the Catholic public are most niggardly in supporting thesethree institutions, which the Marquis of Ripon stated were asefficientas any in the country, andyearly becoming moreefficientItfurther cameout, that among aCatholicpopulationof overa million in England,many of them wealthy or well-to-do, therewerenot above twenty liberalsubscribers tothesetrainingcolleges
besides about300morewhogave small sums;andit was°moreoverstated, that for the two training colleges for school mistressesbuildings of large extent and most convenient arrangement hadbeenerectedby two communities of nuns with their ownprivatefunds, thus relieving the Catholic body of agreatexpense, whichotherwise they wouldhave had to bear. In allusion to this thereport somewhat sarcastically says, "We have not beensofortun»te as to meetwith any community of men who have done so
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muchfor Catholicschoolmasters." Place aux dames! The ladiesleadmeverythinggoodandnoble.

� ?*is often made a subject of reproach against the Catholicreligion, that it is fit only for women and children. Itis quitetrue that women and children have ever been,and are now, theprideandglory ofthe CatholicChurch,andfitting it is this shouldbe so. Itwas women who "ministered"to our Lord or "wept"for Him on themost solemn and criticaloccasions in the course ofHis pilgrimage on earth,anditwaschildrenwhosungcanticlesof
praise toHimonbisentranceintoJerusalem. To women,childrenand the poor, the.Church is indebted for much of her influence.So long as the daughters of the Church are faithfuland zealous,she may defy allher enemies, andregard withasmileof pity theirefforts tohurther. The alms andprayersof thepoor do more forthe Church thanthe donations of therich. But this is no excusefor the niggardliness of the rich, whose donations are often con-
spicuous fromtheir absenceor smallness.The General Board of Catholic Education made a remarkwhich the Catholics of this colony would dowell to lay toheart.They said ifCatholicsbecontentthat their schoolsshallbe inferior
in teaching power and actual results to other schools, a largeportionof their scholars wouldcertainlybedrawntoBoardschoolswhichhavenothing to fear from short-handedness of teachers, orwantof funds. Itremains withCatholics themselvestosaywhetherthis calamity shall come upon them here or not. The timehascome,or is near at hand, when we must have in this colony atraining school, at some centralplaceorplaces,forCatholic school-masters and schoolmistresses, under a Central Board of Catholicbishopsand leading laymen. Poverty cannot be fairlypleadedaaanobstacle. Observes.
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