
We have received from Mr. West, Princes-street, No. 7 of
Metzler's

"
Flowers of Melody." It contains"The Armourers of

the Ehine," by Henry Parker, a morceau. of considerable merit.
The melody is pleasing and marked, and, while the pieceis suffi-
ciently easy of execution to render it desirable for students not
very far advanced, it is sufficiently full to sound well from the
hands of more finishedmusicians.

We are happy to learn that the interest showninthe Domini-
can ConventArtUnionbypersons residing in the countrydistricts
is most laudable. We are in a positiontoassure them that their
efforts arehighly appreciated by those in whose cause theyhave
beenundertaken.

Wehave received a plaintive epistle from an ex-subscriber,
settledina district of Wellington, wherein he informs us that he
is debarred from the reception of the KTew Zealand Tablet,by
the necessity that exists for his travelling fourteen miles on
foob in order to reach the nearest post-office. A lamentable
course of events that has followed on the culpable neglect of
Government to prevent his being fenced in by the Maoris, who
inhabithis neighborhood.

The Rev.Mr. Tooth,whoseRitualistic practices havebeenof
late the occasion of so much excitement in London,is member of a
colonial family. His relatives reside in Queensland, where they
occupy a respectableposition.

The blessings of Centralism are further apparent, in the
naglect shownat Wellington of the telegrams r.jquesting instruc-
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fore,have no desire to linger amongst the records of so
dismal a life,which indeed might very well have been left
in obscurity without serious injury accruing to anyone
from its concealment

—
whatever may be the wholesome

effect expected from holding it up to publicadmiration.
That which we choose to concern ourselves with is a
remark madeby the"Vagabond," in thecourseof thismost
elevatingpaper to which we refer,and in which he takes
occasion to Bay, that, whilelie nevermet a converted Jew,
heneverheard of a

"converted Christian," thatisaChris-
tian who had become a disciple ofJudaism.

From one possessing such wide experience, and ac-
credited with universalknowledge this falls very strangely.
We do not doubt that the distinguished journalist has
from his school-days been wellacquainted with the history
of the Gordonriots, that peculiar phase of anti-Catholic
piety that broke out in London towards the close of the
last century, and was attended with suchdisastrous events,
of which, also Dickens has given a fine description in
'Barnaby Rudge.' Lord Geokge Goedob", the ruling
spirit of the movement, having begun his career with a
hatred of

"Popery," ended it,by avery natural sequence,
ina state ofhostility to all forms of Christianity, and for
someyears previouß to his death was constant and most
particular in all the offices connected with the Jewish
ritual. He had embracd Judaism, and in its profession
andpractices he died.

So far as we can perceive the " Vagabond" is not
troubled with any special belief, therefore he would learn
no lesson from the defalcation of Lord Geobge;but,as
wehappen toknow that many good "evangelicals" look
upona detestation of Catholicism as amost healthy sign,
wecommend the fact to their consideration,as a further
proof that though a man execrate the Pope he may not
be, even according to their judgment,one whit nearerthe
Kingdom of Heaven.

ON CALVARY.
Place yourselves in spiriton. theHill of Calvary. Look on those
three crosses,andthose three crucified upon them. See the middle
cross:on it hangs the world's ransom;there, with out-stretchedhands, withHis headsinking onHis bosom, witha crown of sharp
thorns encirclingHis brow, is the Lamb who takes away the sins of
the world,is thatmerciful Lord who gained for us the adoptionof
sons,and purchasedwithHis blood the gracesof the Spirit. At
the foot of His cross is Mary, His mother. Inher, the strong
woman,grace has worked thehighest effects thathave everbeen,
producedin creature. She representsthe power of sacrifice and
self-immolationproducedbygrace's influence. Seethatyoungman
withacountenancefull of intense love,andbroken withoverpower-
ingsorrow:thatis thebelovedDisciple;a patternof the work of
grace inaman's heart

— producing intheirhighest formssupernatu-
ralloveandangelicalpurity. See thatwoman,tillnowhidden from
us; she is clasping the footof the Cross,her eyes,like fountains of
waters,stream with tears. She willnot be consoled;her heartal-
mostbreaks with inextinguishable grief as she kisses the feet of
her Saviour. "What is she ? Magdalene, thepatternof patience, a.
token of the workings of grace in theheart of a sinful woman,
whosemany sins are forgivenher because she lovedmuch! And
there are two more figures which must not be omitted, the two
thieves:theoneaftera life of ill-doing, at laststruck through with
the lance of compunction;and turning toJesus withallhis heart;
the other ablasphemerandscoffer totbe last.

—
Archbishop Vaughan.

circumcisions and observances which fettered the people."
The fact is the man who spoke these words has either never
ieadthe Gospels,orhehas wilfully misrepresentedour Divine
Redeemer. Itis shocking, too, to see the familiar, irreverent
way in which he speaks of the Incarnate God andMs teach-
ing. Inhis eyes, the great St. Paul,the vessel of election
miraculously selected to be the Apostle of the Gentiles,.con-
tradictsthe teachingof Christ,and isnobetter than atyrant.
The lecturergoes on to say, "There wasamighty struggle
going on between ignorance and education,and the world
wouldsoonbe called on to either openthe avenues of ,know
ledge wideas the heavens, or shut them to all inquirers;but
there was no doubt on which side the victorywouldbe."
We are not quite sure that weunderstand thissentence. We
arenot aware that any avenues of knowledge are closed to
any one, except by free-thinkers to free-thinkers, who only
think along one groove and investigate only one side. If
this be themeaning, and there is noother that we can attach
to the words, there certainly can be no doubt on which side
the victory willbe.

In this report there are other strange and, indeed,most
dangerous sentences. For example,we are told in reference
to moralresponsibility,that the traditional hell and thedevil
wereno longerneeded to keep people inorder, that these are
bug-bears, and that man is only responsible to his own con-
science. This is a very comforting doctriue, and will,no
doubt, recommenditself at once to the criminal classes. If
thebeliefinhelland the devilwasnot alwayspowerfulenough
to persuade men to control their passions, we may be quite
certain that the absence of thisbelief,evenin thecase of free-
thinkers,will not make themmore honest,peaceful,truthful,
ina word,moremoral. Agnin, if a sense of responsibility
to God, to society,and conscience,has not been alwaysstrong
enough to keepmen in the right path, there canbe nodoubt
that scoffing at responsibility to God and society willbe less
powerful;and that a sense of responsibility to one's own
conscience alone, accompanied by a conviction, if, indeed,
such a conviction can reallyexist, that there is no hell,no
judgment, no personal God

—
which is the creed of free-

thinkers
— will,in the absence of thepoliceman,afford a poor

protection to life, property, character, and the stability of
society. The doctrinepromulgated by free-thought lecturers
is subversive of law and.order, destructive to the security of
life and property,and an incentive to vice. The prince of
dramatists, Shakspeabe, knew better than free-thought
lecturers the power of the thought of helland the devil, when
entertained,to deter from crime, aud the little care some take
to realise it, whenhe put into the mouth of Autolycus, the"snapper up ofunconsidered trifles," the followingprescrip-
tionfor a roguish life: "Asfor the life to come,Isleep out
the thought of it." Winter Tale, act 4, sc. 2. "The fool
hathsaidinhis heart," not inhis intellect,"there isnoGod,"
that is,he spoke the desires of his wickedheart;"but the
fear of God is the beginning of wisdom." How far then
must theybe from even the beginning of wisdom, who deny
God aud repudiate all responsibility to Him, as is the boast
of free-thinkers, who glory in teaching that man is only
responsible to his owu conscience. Were such monstrous
principles as these to meet with general acceptance, there
wouldsoon be anend, not only to all hope as to hereafter,
but even to civil society itself, and this earth wouldbecome a
pandemonium.

A TACT FOR"THE VAGABOND
"

AND OTHERS.

We, however, do not partake of the tastes of
"My

XordTom ISoddy
"

andhis fashionable friends,and,there-

One effect of the wide spread of literature at the present
<lay is that there is an ever-iucreasiugdemand for sensa-
tion. The superabundantsupply ofcloyingmentalpabulum
tends tomake all morsels that are not highly spiced pall
upon the taste, and editors are at their wits'end to gain" strange experiences," which, reduced to writing, will
serve to give zest to the columns of their journals.

With such a view adventures innumerable are sought
for,andrecorded inmany styles and withvaried success;
but oneof the most extraordinary expedientsof which we
have as yetheard, was that which lately lei the "Vaga-
bond" of theMelbourne 'Argus' to takeuphis abode for
a time in the Pentland Sfcockade, aud which,as the valu-
ableresult of so curious a freak,has given to the public
the details of Gately the hangman's career,withaportrait
of that grim official fit to form a frontispiece for the last
dying speech of the most eminentmurderer of the age.
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