
What is free-thought? UntillastMonday evening,knowing
that thought is essentially free,and that no earthlypower can
enslave it, we werealways puzzledas to the meaningattached
to the words

— free-thought— by the gentlemenwho so ostenta-tiouslygive themselves out asFree Thinkers. Butourdifficulty
has been removed. The *Evening Star' of that evening,apaper to which wehave been so often indebted for informa-tion (reliable and unreliable), contains a reportof a lectureon

"Free-Thought and Moral .Responsibility," in which thefollowing definition of a free-thinker is given. A free-thinker,
accordingto thelecturer, is one who is at liberty to investigateanysubject thatmightbe interesting tohim,undeterredeitherbyanathemaor satire. Very well,we shall,of course, acceptthe definition of a free-thinker givenby himself; though we
may remark in passing, that it would be both more logicaland more in accordance with the radicalmeaningof words,
to designate suchapersonafree-investigator. For the future,
however, we shall understand a free-thinker to be one whoisfree, not in thought or in thinking, but onewho is free to
investigate, without letor hindrance from anathemaor satire,
every subject that interests him. Somehow or another we
alwayshada shrewd suspicion that it was so;that few men
were less free in thought, and more the slaves of certain
writerswhom they foolishly think great,than those whoboast
themselves to be free-thinkers.

In fact, wehave never seen auy evidence of free-thought,
or even of free investigation, about them. On the contrary,
it is quiteplain to every well-read man, that these self-com-
plaisant free-thinkers haveneverreallyinvestigatedany subject
whatever. They have, to be sure, read the works of greatblasphemers, and rabid enemies of Christianity and the
Catholic Church,but nowhere do they afford the slightest
proof of the lea6t acquaintance with the works of genuineChristians and Catholics. Their tirades are aweaklyflavored
hash of the least telling,but most highly flavored assertions
of ruthless enemiesof Christianity,andof untruthsa thousand
times denied and a thousand times refuted. What sort of
free investigation is that which attends exclusively to one
sideand one view of a question, and resolutely turns away
fromevery other view. But this is precisely what is done atthe present day byboastful free-thinkers. They claima right
to investigateeverything;a claim,by the way,which no onedenies, though they ara for ever puling as if some seriousopposition were ottered to their investigating anything andeverything, and yet they really investigate nothing.

**
lv our experience,the lectures and other productions of

these boastful free-thinkers are madeup of incoherent scraps
of blasphemy and unsupported assertion, culled from theworks of the enemies of Christianity of every age, thus illu-
strating thesaying of the wiseman, "There is nothingnew
under the sun." Here is a specimen of free investigation,
taken from the above-mentioned report of the 'Evening Star.'
"The Pope anathematised all those who professed to thiuk for
themselves." Where has tie Pope doneso, or when? This
palpableand wilful falsehood is not theresult of free investi-
gation, because free investigation would have taught the
literary free-thinker who spoke these words, that the Pope
never didsuch a thing;but it is theresult of one-sidedread-
ing, which is the enemy of allgenuineinvestigation, and of
shallow scholarship, of profound and unreasoning prejudice
andbitterhate.

Neither Las free investigation discovered that "Jesus
attackedalike the law-books, theSabbath and holy days, the
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AN APPEAL.

FOR the last six years the "Daughters of St. Dominick" have
been struggling topromote, inDunedin, that goodwhich itis

the endof their Order toeffect throughout the world,
—

namely,—
theEducationof Female Youth, in thepathof science and virtue.

The questionof the advancementof truecivilization,of genuine
progress in the only real sense of the word— of the happiness of
society,as of individuals, of the temporaland eternal interestsof
the rising generation,is eminentlyinvolvedinthe developmentand
trainingof the youngmind. i

While thesubverters of orderand authorityin Italy,Germany,
and other countries,spare neither wealthnor energy in their efforts
tomislead the youngand innocent, shall we be dismayed by our
poverty? Shall we make nosacrifices to save them? Shall we
not rather callunto us the little onesof Christ,— shelter them from
thebaneful influence of corruptprinciplesand badexample— teach
teach them that life hasnot been bestowed on them to be squan-
deredin self-indulgence, vanity, or the gratificationof their pas-
sions ?— but that, on the contrary,it is to be devoted to the self-
denying taskofacquiring thatsolid,iiseful,andreligiousknowledge,
"without which they can neverbe goodmembers of societyhere, or
attain their noble destinyhereafter. To impart that all-important
knowledge, the Dominican Nuns have devoted their existence"
Hitherto their efforts inNew Zealand havebeenmuch impededby
the numerous difficulties in which they have been placed. The
■want of suitable conventual and scholastic buildings has been a
sore trial, and numberless have been the inconveniences arising
therefrom. Plans for aConvent,suited to the requirementsof the
Dominican Rule,andaffording facilities to the Sisters for conduct-
ing their Schools, according to thestyle of their EuropeanHouses,
have beendrawnout;— the meansaloneare wanting for the accom-
plishment of the design. The Nuns, therefore, earnestly solicit
donations towards a work which will involveanoutlay of at least
fourteenor fitteen thousandpounds.

The smallest contribution will entitle the donor to a placeon
the list of Benefactors, for whomprayersaredaily offered.

DOMINICAN CONVENT, DUNEDIN
FCAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LADY.

rrTHE following SUMS have been received as Subscriptions toJL theTabletfor the week ending March29, 1877 :—:
—

£ a dMr. Collins,Waikaia, toFebruary16, 1878 ... ... 1 5 0„ Clancy,Naseby. toJanuary 24, 1877 ... ... 0 19^„ Roche,Westport, to January27,1877 ... ... 1 5„ Conolly, Temuka,to April10,1877 ... ... 1 5 0„Moreton,Queenstown, toOctober 24, 1877 ... 1 5 0„ O'Donohue,Thames, to June 23, 1877 ... ... 0 6 6„M'Ardle,Greymouth, toJanuary 10,1877... ... 1 5 0„J.Kerrin,Cardrona,toNovember 7, 1876... .. 1 5 0„M'Grath, „ „ 15,1876... ... 1 6 0„ Mulhall, Eobb, „ 1,1876 0 12 6„ O'Neil,Bannockburn, „ 29,1876... ... 1 5 0

HOGG AND HUTTON'S ADVERTISEMENT.

~P ORT WINE, 1834 Vintage, 4-2 years old;perdozen, 110s.

I)OUT WINE, 1844 Vintage, 32 years old. A bargain. Per
dozen,755.

BKOWN SHEEEY,10 years. Just received. Eare value Per
dozen, 755.

COLONIAL WINES, 30s. to 85s.per dozen.
Vj

T ORNE WHISKEY (Genuine), 48s.perdozen.
HOGG AND HUTTON, Octagon.

"IT7ANTED, for ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL* * QUEEINSTOWN,a CertificatedMale Teacher. For further
particulars,apply to

J. F. TULLY, Sbcektabt,
St. Joseph'sSchool Committee,

QUEENSTOWN.
CATHOLIC TEACHER.

A GENTLEMAN of Experience desires anENGAGEMENT.—
English, Mathematics, Classics, French,and Italian. Unex-

ceptionable References. Address 0. C, Tablet Office.

TO SOLICITORS.

WANTED by a respectably connected and highly educated
younggentleman a situation as ARTICLED CLERK or

LAW CLERKina Solicitor's Office, in townor country. A fair
premium given if hebe takenas anArticled Clerk, which wouldbe
preferred. Address A. 8.,New Zealand Tablet Office, Dunedin

TEN POUND TEN FOR A DOUBLE-FURROW PLOUGH.

FTIHE Estate of the late G. F. REID having to be woundup, we

have secured from the EXECUTORS a few of PIRIE'SCelebrated

DOUBLE FURROW PLOUGHS, which we nre preparedto sell at

the above price.
NIMMO and BLAIR,Dunedin.

NOTICE.

ASweareabout topreparefor strikingour YearlyBalanceSheet,
subscribers to the New Zealand Tablet are requested to

payup all arrears without delay. Agents will also kindlyattend
to this notice. JOHN F. PERRIN,Manager.


