
GENERAL NEWS.
Raciborski, the great German physiologist, states that theheating- of the earth by the suncausesmagnetic currents from theequator toeachDole. We shouldlie,therefore,in the directionofthese currents;if welie across these the resultis unpleasant,andwantof sleepis the consequence. The head to the northis thebest position,to the west the worst. Physicians who havecharge

of hospitals all attend to the directions in which the beds areplaced, and with the bestresults. When the Princeof Wales wasill with feverhe suffered much- from sleeplessness;attention wasdrawn tothe position of his bed, which was placedin the properdirection, andwith the happiestresult.Hawthornewroteas follow8concerning"Spiritualism." Alas!my countrymen, we have fallen on an evilage! If thesepheno-menahavenothumbug at thebottom,so much the worse for us.What can theyindicate ina spiritual way,exceptthat thesoul ofmanis descending to a lower state than it has ever beforereachedwhile incarnate ? We are pursuing a downwardcourse in theeternal march, and thus bringing ouraelves into the samerangewithbeings whom death,in requitalof their gross and evilliveshas degradedbelowhumanity. To holdintercoursewith spiritsofthisorder we must stoop and grovel in some element more vilethan earthly dust. These goblins, if they existat all, arebuttheshadows of pastmortality;outcasts,mere refuse stuff, adjudged1
unworthy of the eternal world, and,on the most favorable sup-position, dwindling gradually into nothingness. Theless wehavetodo with them thebetter,lest weshare their fate.Itoftenhappens to an actor to find himself confronting anaudience with whom he is evidentlywhollyout ofsympathy Hisiplayingmay be excellent,and at other timeshemaybe admired"Ibut occupants of pit and galleryhad looked for another sort ofentertainment,and willnot consenttobebaulkedof their expectedtreat. In thesecircumstances themajorityof actorsresi<m them-selves to misfortune, and go through the performance with thebest grace they canassume. We venture tothink that they mi<*httake a hint from the actor,Mr. SamuelButler,one ofwhose featswasrecorded inapaper read the other daybefore the Manchester.Literary Club. He was boldenough one evening in a theatreusually devoted to melodramato personate Macbeth The occu-pants of the gallery, who had anticipated the ordinary excitino-scenes, were disappointed, and became so demonstrative that itseemedas if the performance must come toan end. AtlastMrButler saw the necessity of throwing a sop to Cerberus, andadvancing to the footlights coolly remarked, "I see what youwant. He then deliberatelydrewachalk line along the middleof the stage, and,"aftera word to the leader of the Wd foldedhis arms akimbo, and then and there danced a Lancashire clo°-hornpipe ina manner that brought down the house." Havingfinished he wentagain to the front, and thus addressedthe nowconciliated gallery— "You have had what you paid for- wewillnowgoonwith" Macbeth." Historydoes nottellhow theseboldtactics ultimately succeeded;but they certainly didnot deserve tofail.

The nunsin the convent attachedto the Church of SanLorenzoinPamsperna areabout tobe driven fromtheir home inorder to giveplace toone ofth* numerous Governmental offices who are said to berequiredfor the rulingof thia unhappycountry. These nuns will it
is said, be sent to the Convent dellePuri/tcazione, near thePiazzaisarberim
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ArSus>' un<*er the norn de plume of"The Vagabond," made, according to his own statements, somestartling discoveries in connection with several institutions hevisited. Hehas forgottenoneimportantdiscoverywhichhemadeandas" modest menare of theirownmeritsdumb,"Iwillbrieflynarrate the facts:— "The Vagabond" is,or was,or professed tobea surgeon;whileonavisit to theMelbourneCemetery on the lookout for material, for acontribution to the 'Argus,' h« accidentally

lacked against ahard, white substanceamongthe gravelononeofthe paths. Closer examination proved the obstruction to be abone. Several other bones wereunearthed close by, and "TheVagabond," having examined them carefully, carried them intothe office, andsaid to the personincharge— "lsitnot disgraceful
thathuman bones are to be found imbedded in the gravelpath-
waysin this cemetery ? Such a stateofaffairs is a disgrace toourcommonhumanity. How do you, sir, account for the matter?""Well," said theperson addressed, "Ireally cannot say anythingon the subject just now,but will make inquiries. Are yousurethey are human bones?" "Yes," replied "

The Vagabond"
"Iam a surgeon,andlamsatisfied they arehumanbones." He leftpromising tocallnextday for anexplanation. Shortly afterwardsoneof the grave-diggers cameinto the office, whenhe wasstartledby the query—" How do youaccountfor humanbonesbein» foundin the gravel walkat the rearof the officeP"

"
Human bones,behanged, said the grave-digger. "

Them's the muttonbonesleftby my dog. They were found in the exact spot whereheplants
the bones when he polishes them off." A gentlemancallednextday andreceived the explanation,but an account of the startlingdiscoverynowfindsitswayintoprintfor the firsttime.—' Advocate"'
«. I. alleged increase ofdrunkenness inIrelandhas latelybeenthe themeupon whichmanyEnglish publicmenandEnglishnews-papers have preached eloquent sermons, and it is unfortunatelytoo truethat the consumption of intoxicating liquorsin Irelandisnot decreasing—" weownit j wedeploreit; wecondemnit"—butit isat least some consolation to know that we arenot so badinthat respectas some of our neighbors. During the year1875 itappears that no less than 203,989 persons were apprehendedforbeing"drunk anddisorderly » inEngland-afar largerproportionof the populationthanthe same classofunhappy people inIrelandItisalso stated that450,000 outof the 600,000paupersiT&XEdhavebecome pauperizedby excessivedrinking, and that 2 5(X> 000men, womenandchildrenarerecordedasbeing membersofdrunk-ards'families. The numberofgallons of purealodwdSitofiSlto

Pkbsons engaged in agricultural pursuits are now afforded anopportunity of obtaining Pirie's DoubleFurrow Ploughs at an un-precedentedly low price. The firm ofNimmokBlair,fctafford-street,Dnnedin,has onhandanumberof thesevaluablefarmingimpementfcwhichthey arepreparedto disposeof at agroat"acrificef Particular,
inour advertising columns.
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, Bigmncant. The latest return gives the number of pallnnn ni'■ spints consumedin Irelandas6,176,501.-arißhmtn' *
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loe ,&ra8snoppers (say tho 'Creswick Advertiser,' Victoria)'
fairi S?c IT** d|steu«tion with the gardens throughoutS

S8io!er therebetweenapatchof snowandthose heavyboulders'oi^SnFT*VOtA and theSwitzer has foundhecanmise abrt£,££ or flax and some potatoes there. And beyond still isS^fJf0118? £ and'and the motheT andchildren aremow!
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On Fridaynight, the 16th ult,Mr. L. Kong Meng, the well-ImEwi Chmge"er.<* anfc.whilestandingatthehalldoor of his house,atMalvern Hill, with twoof his littledaughters, was surrounded allat once for a few seconds with whatappeared to bea blazeof bluename. Iheelectrical phenomenonresolved intoa b*ll of fire, whicheffected apassage throughthe drain leading from the bathroom, andshivereda large willow tree, standing about 10ft. from the hall door,llie lightning infinding its way to earth made alargeholeabout 2ffc"\.dluTto^on the Burface of fche gronnd. Thia is the thirdlarge treewmcnhas been splitupby lightningin thesameneighborhood durinethe lastyearor two.— 'Advocate.* 6

icj. £hl',LakeSnore Visitor' says:— "Amcngthe passengerswholeftBuffalo on the ill fated train that was wreckedat AshtabulawasFather Albinus,Passionist. He was en route for Madison,atew miles westof Ashtabula,tocommenceamission the followingSunday. But on being told that the train wouldnot stop atMadison hegot off atErie,and was thus probablypreservedfroman awfuldeath.
r> «.T ĉ */ewish World' has made investigations concerning theProtestant sects inEngland. Itfinds that they,like the Jew!,arefast becominginfidels. Itsays:"Therearethreehundredcuraciesvacant in the English Church in London alone at this moment,
from sheer inability on thepartof the.mitredheadsof theChurchto induce fervent and efiicient young men to enterHolyOrders.An Oxford Professor stated some time ago, that, owing to thelatent spiritof religious scepticism at the University,hehadnotseenastudent of superior talent take Orders for ten years. Wehavecausedextensiveinquiry to bft made inleferencetothe con-ditionof theChurch of England relative to the point under con-sideration,and wehaveunquestionableauthorityfor assertingthatlargenumbers of thoughtful clergymenhave long ceasedtobelievethe prominentcreeds andarticles in the national liturgy, andthatas far as possible in their discourses they evade allusion to the\ cardinaldoctrines

'
they are expectedto preach;andthe increas-ingsection of the National Church clergy seize the first oppor-tunity which presentsitself to them to quit the pulpit andenteruponlaywork, from which they cansupporttheir familieswithoutanylonger doing violence to their consciences by preaching whatthey donot believe. . . . Similar marks of prevailing aliena-tion from current religious faiths arequite as conspicuousamonffthe more intelligent sections of Non-conformists. The popularBaptist divine,Mr. Spurgeon,not long sincedeclaredthattheNon-conformistpulpit was'honeycombedwithphilosophicalinfidelity *

We are,consequently,neitherbetternorworseoff,inallprobability,
inrespect to the encroachment of religiousbeliefandneglect, thanother faithsare,"

'Charivari'publishesanotherAnglo-phobiaccartoonto flatterthe chauvin tasteof the Parisianpublic. A Frenchsoldieris seatedsmoking at his ease. Up comes Albion, and with outstretchedarms exclaims, "
Dear friend, come to my assistance! What apositionfor you to take!" To which the soldier replies, "lamtaking the same position as you did in 1870." Imust,however,admit that this cut very fairly represents the popular belief inFrance. *

Russia permits 337 foreign newspapers,107 of whicli treat ofpolitics, tocross herborders. The majorityof these journals nreGer-man;but there are 55 English, 30 Slav, 19 French,16 Swedish,12Italian,10 Greek, and 1Hebrew. *
The Bishop of Cork andDean Nevi.le have just commenced animportant work in the capital of the South. They havere-establishedthe Mechanics Institute which was founded there several yearsagoand intend to make it.a thoroughly efficient school for uffordfmrtechnical instruction to the local workingmen. Andyet theChurch13 sometimes accused of fosteringignorance!
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