Friday, March 23, 1877,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

5

THE BATTLE GF LEPANTO.
et = T

(From The Knights of St. Jokn, by E.FLT.)

Tae horror inspired by this catastrophe determined the Catholio
League to prepare for more vigorous messures than had yet been
attempted ; and it is from this period that we shall endea_.vor to
take up the narrative, and lay before our readers the details of a
struggle whose result has been found worthy of commemoration
not only in the pages of history, but in the office of the Church,

And first, let us see what was the relative strength of the

arties about to enter into the combat. A fleet of about 160 vessels,
thinly manned, was furnished by the Venetian states, under the
command of Sebastian Veniero, who had as his lieutenant Agostino
Barbarigo, 2 man of distingnished merit and courage. The Pope
had no naval force at his disposal, but undertook to furnish and
equip twelve of the Venetian galleys; Mark Anthony Colonna,
Duke of Paliane, was appointed to the command ; and, besides the
regular forces in the papal service, a comsiderable number of the
Roman nobility volunteered to join the enterprise. .Every thing
had been done to give a character of religious solemnity to the en-
rolment and departure of the troops. The venerable Basilica of the
Apostles had witnessed a function of singular character and magni-
ficence in the June of the previous year, when after High Mass,
sung by the Cardinal Colonna, the Pope solemnly implored the
Divine benediction on the Christian arms, and blessed the crimson
standard emblazoned with the crucifix and with the figures of the
two apostles of Rome, which was committed to the Duke of Paliano ;
whilst the words embroidered as a legend on the damask folds were
given to him as his watchword and assurance of suceess,—* In Zoc
signo vinces.” Nor was another kind of assurance wanting to en-
courage him and his followers. When, attended by all his officers
and by the crowd of noble volunteers who had joined his company,
he presented himself to receive the parting benediction of his Holt.
ness, it was given to them accompanied by words which from the
mouth of sueh a speaker bad something jn them of a prophetic
character: “ Gro, “my children,” he said, < and fight in God’s pame
against the Turks; it is in His name and on His part that I pro-
Inise you the victory.,” Similar to this had been the message sent
by kim to the Spanish leaders by the hands of histnuncio Odes-
calchi, as well as to the other princes who had joined in the enter-
prise ; and to the Count de Carillo, as he knelt at his feat, the holy
Pontiff again repeated, * It is in the name of the Most High that I
promise you a certain victory.”

Yet this assurance could searcely be thought to arise from the
extent of the martial preparations. So far as the co-operation of
the Huropean “governments was concermed, the embassies and
hegotiations of his ambassadors had almost utterly failed: Never-
theless we must remember that the influence of the Roman Pontiff
over the heart of Christendom rests on something deeper and more
powerful than the snccess of a political negotiation. And so, not-
withstanding the coldness and backwardness of the Christian
princes, the appeal of the Pope had been loyally and warmly re-
ceived by many in every mation whither his nuncios had been' des.
patched.  Besides the regular armaments of Spain and Venice, and
the forces contributed by Genova and the Duke of savoy, by the
Knights of Malta, and several of the lesser Italiam states, the
volunteers who joined the troops of the allies, to the number of
wore than two thousand, were of all nations, and ineluded some of
the most distinguished soldiers of the day. But, more than thie,
if cannot be doubted that the confdence which filled the heart of
5t. Pius had another and a surer foundation. Xe could not eom.
mand the arms of Europe, but the prayers of Christendom at least
were ot his disposal.  Up from every church in every country that
owned hiz obedience there had been avising for months g swell of
fervent and united supplication, The religious order to which he
himself belonged had been foremost in the nse of this great weapon
of intercession; and every Confraternity of the Bosary throughout
Europe attached to the Dominican body had been unwearied in their
Processions and devotions for the success of the Christian arms,
How strong o feeling had been excited by the efforts of the Pope
may be judged by one fact : it was the period of so-called reforma.
tion, when throughoeut a vast portion of Europe the devout practices
of former ages were sinking into contempt; and Fet we are told
Loretto had never seen such a year of pilgrimage. Every road to
the Holy House was crowded by devotees of all mations; and all
crowded thither with bui one object—to place the canse of the
Christians under the patronage of Mary.

The Spanish fleet has been hitherto commanded by Johu An.
drew Dorin,* and gome symptoms of jealousy had arisen in the first
movements of the allies between him and the Romanleader, Colonna.
These were, howaver, happily placed at rest by the gppointment to
the chief command of cne whose rank as well as his reputation
raised him far above all the subordinate generals of the leagme.
This was Don John of Austria, the natural son of the emperor
Charles V, and the captain-general of the navy of Spain. Colonna
was, with the consent of all parties, declared his lientenant ; and
hie arrival was anxiously expected at Messina, where the various

squadrons of the allied powers had assembled towards the close of
the month of Augnst. It was the 25th of the same month when he
arrived at the place of rendezvous; nnd his entrance into the city
seemed rather the triumph given to a conquror than the reception
of one whose victory was yet to be hardly earned. All the showy
moagnificence of the times was displayed in the preparations made
for welcoming him. The city was filled with arches and trinmphal
columns, and the shores covered with the gaily-emblazoned banners
of the various chiefs, whose martial appearance recalled to the eye
the costume af least, if it did not represent something also of that
chivalrous spirit which was fast expiving before the progress of

* Nepliew of the great admiral of the emperor Charles V,

modern civilisation snd the eager puwsuit of material interesta.
And indeed there was much in this, almost the lagt of the Christian
leagues against the infidel, which was worthy of the best daya of
chivalry, ~ A great principle, even when it has received its death:
blow, is leng in dying; and the embers of that generons fire blazed
up in many o bright and flickering flame before they were wholly
quenched in daxrkness. Weecan searcely fail, for instanes, to admire
the generosity evinced by the Spanish government ; for, apart from
the religions comsiderations of the war, its main object was un.
doubtedly the relief and protection of the Venetian states,~—those
very states which but a short time previously had refused to nagist
the Bpaniards ageinst the Turks, and by their refusal had been in
greab part the cause of the fall of Rhodes. Yet Philip IT. g—n
monarch whose traditional unpopularity in England, as the hughand
of Mary the Catholic, haa obscured the memory of his many great
qualities,—never;seems to have given a moment's piace to the petty
yet not unnatural feeling of resentment which mwight have led him
to seize s0 favorable an opportunity for rotaliating on a humbled
rival. No sooner did the appeal of the Pope reach him tham ke

ave orders to Doria to render every assistance to the Venetian
geet, withont the exaction of any condition, or a symptom of any
sentiment but that of hearty ani devoted adherence to what he
deemed the causeof God. There was, moreover, a deeply religious
feeling among those now gathered on the shores of Mesains,
Many of the most distinguished leaders of their ranks had earned
their laurels in the defence of the Catholic faith ; not a fow of the
most renowned of the French volunteers, such as the Comnt de
Ligny, and others, like the two Sforzas, had gained their military
reputation in the Huguenot wars; whilst that of Don John himself
had been in greab part acquired in long and successful struggles
with the Moors of Africa. But above all, a distinet religious char-
acter was given to the enterprise by the presence of Odssealchi, the
papal nuncio, whose mission in the Christian camp was not merely
to bestow the apostolic benediction on the soldiers, and to animats
them to the combat by the assurance of the favor of Heaven, but,
as we jare told, to drive away all bandits, nesassins, thieves, and
other public sinners, who might have enlisted from the hope of
booty, and who, unworthy of fighting in a holy canse, wight rather
draw down the anger of God by new crimes.

The chief appointed to lead the Christian forces, whoge arrival
was being welcomed with such enthusiastic manifestations of jox.
was one every way worthy of a great command. His German bio-
grapher thus describes him : *He was of sanguine temperament
and lordly presence: in stature somewhat above the middle height;
of o frank and generous nature, possessing a strong sense of justice,
and gifted with a ready wit and a retentive memory. He wag re-
markably vigorous and strong ; so much so, that he could swim in
his armour as if he had nothing on him. He was agreeable and
courteous in manner, a great respecter of letters and arms, and an
excellent horseman. He had a noble, clear, and spacious foehead ;
his blue eyes were large and bright, with a grave and kindly ex-
pression ; his countenance was handsome ; ha had little heard, and
was of alight and graceful figure”” By the terms of the league
the squadron was to consist of 300 vessels and galleys; and 50,000
men. The actual combatants, however, were uot more than 20,000,
although there were more than 80,000altogetherin the fieet that was
now assembled under the eye of its commander, The council of
war having determined on seeking battle with the Turks without
loss of time, only a few days were given to the marshalling of the
armament, which then sailed ont of the port of Measins, presenting
o spectacle of naval magnificence which in those days had rarely
been equalled,  One by one each vessel passed in itw allotted order
out of the harbor, and fell into its Appointed place, whilat the nuncio
Odescalchi stood on the pier-head, blessing each in turn. The
vesgel which bore the Spanish prince was conspicuons for ita beauty
and decorations; it was the royal galley of Spain, ornamented
after the fanciful taste of the day with «delicate earving and in-
genious allegories.” The ovder of battle, which was to be inviol-
ably preserved during the whole time of the expedition, was as
follows: Doria led the right wing, having fifty-four galleys under
his command, with orders to keep about six miles in advance of the
main body, s¢ as to give the ships plenty of ssa~room. The loft
wing was under Agostino Barbarige, and consisted of an equal
number of galleys. " The main body of sixty vessels was under the
persoual command of Don John hiraself ; whilt the reserve of thirty.
more was intrusted to Don Alvare di Bazzano, Marquis of Sants,
Craz. Dbdn John of Cardona was despatehed with some Sicilian
galleys a few milea in advance, with orders to reconuoitre the enemy,
and full into his place at the extremity of Doria’s wing, g0 8001 a8
he should have discovered him. The hoisting of the consecrated
standard was to be the mignal for the whole fleet falling into
line and presenting a single front; whilst a number of galleys wera
selected to form a circle around the leading vessels of the thres
chief divisions of the symament to act as a support. Besides the
advaneced gaileys of Cardona, Andrada, » Spanish knight, had pre-
vionaly been sent by Don John, in a light and swift vessel, to make
secret observations on the position and preparations of the Turks H
whilat the Christian squadrons meanwhile proceeded to the harbor
of Gomenizza, where the whole fleet was reviewed by the com-
mander in person, not without symptoms of jealousy and opposition
on the part of the Venetiana,

t In 1857, when the armada was in preparation, Queen Elizabeth tried to draw
Sultan Amurath III, into an allianes wish her against Philip and the vope, YVon
Hammer gives the letters written on the occast With oh teristic anstuteuces
ehe appeied to the religious sympathies of the Turk, making common cause with
him as the  destroyer of idelatry,” and declaring that together they could * strike
down the proud ~pasiard aud the lyiug Pope with all thuir adiorents,” Buch were
the representations mads by the English unvoy as to the religious beliof of his queen
and nation, that oue of the Turkish ministers remarked to the Austrian ambawsdor,
tilat *¢ nothing more was wanted to turn the English into good Mussulmans than
that they shouid 1itt o fingar Avd recits the Eahdad * ¢or cresd of Mahomet), .
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