
t In1557, whenthe armadawasin preparation,Queen Elizabethtried to drawSultan Amurath 111. mto analliance withher against Philipandthe Poi>e VonHammergives the letters written on theoccasion. With characteristic astutenessshe appelied to the religioussympathiesolthe Turk,makingcommoncam* withhim as the
"destroyer ofidolatry," anddeclaring that together theycould

"
strikedown theproud.-paniardand thelyingPope with alltheiradherent*." Suchw«nthe representationsmade bytheEnglishenvoyas to thereligiousbelief ofhUaueanand nation,that one of theTurkishministers remarked to theAustrianambauadorthat *'

nothingmore was wanted to turnthe Englishinto good Mussulmans thanthat they shouldlilt a fingarand recite theEsh-Jad
"
(or creedofMahomet).

(To be continued.)
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modern civilisation and the eager pursuit of materialinterests.Andindeedtherewasmuch inthis, almostthelastof the Christumleagues against the infidel,whichwas worthyof the best;days ofchivalry. A great principle, evenwhen ithas receiveditsdeathiblow, is long indying;and the embersof thatgenerousfireblazedup inmanya bright and flickering flamebefore they werewhollyquenchedindarkness. We canscarcelyfail,forinstance,toadmirethe generosity evincedby the Spanishgovernmentj for,apartfromthe religious considerations of the war, its main object was un-doubtedlytherelief andprotectionof theVenetianstates,— thoseverystates whichbutashort timepreviouslyhadrefused toassistthe Spaniards against the Turks, andby their refusalhadbeeningreatpart the cause of the fall of Bhodes. YetPhilip 11.,+— amonarch whose traditionalunpopularityinEngland,asthe husbandof Mary the Catholic,has obscuredthememoryofhismanyneatqualities,— never;seems tohavegivenamoment'splaceto thepettyyet not unnaturalfeeling of resentmentwhichmighthaveledhimto seizeso favorable anopportunity for retaliatingona humbledrival. No sooner did the appealof the Pope reachhim thanhegaveorders to Doria to render everyassistance to the Venetianfleet,without theexactionof any condition, or asymptom of anysentiment but that of heartyanl devoted adherence to whathideemedthe causeof God. Therewas,moreover,adeeply reli<nouafeeling among those now gathered on the shores of Messina.Many of themost distinguished leaders of theirrankshadearnedtheir laurels in the defence of the Catholicfaith; notafewof the
most renowned of the French volunteers, such as the Count deLigny, andothers, like the twoSforzas, hadgained their militaryreputationinthe Huguenotwars; whilstthat ofDonJohnhimselfhad been ingreatpart acquiredin long and successful struggleswith theMoors ofAfrica. Butabove all,adistinctreligious char.
acterwasgiven to theenterprisebythepresence ofOdescalchi,thepapalnuncio, whosemission in theChristian campwasnotmerely
to bestow the apostolicbenediction,on the soldiers, andtoanimatethem to the combat by the assuranceof the favor ofHeaven,but,
as we|are told, to drive awayall bandits, assassins, thieves,andother public sinners, who might have enlisted from the hope cfbooty, and who,unworthyof fightinginaholy cause,might ratherdrawdown theanger of Godby newcrimes.

The chief appointedto lead theChristianforces, whosearrivalwas being welcomed with such enthusiasticmanifestationsof joy,wasone everywayworthyof a great command. HisGermanbio-grapher thus describes him: "He was of sanguine temperamentand lordlypresence:instaturesomewhatabove themiddleheight;of afrank andgenerousnature,possessingastrongsenseof justice
andgifted with a readywit anda retentive memory. He wasre-markably vigorous and strong;so much so, that hecouldswiminhis armour as if hehad nothing onhim. Hewas agreeableandcourteous inmanner,agreatrespecterof lettersandarms,andanexcellenthorseman. He hadanoble,clear, andspacious forehead;his blue eyes were large andbright, witha grave and kindly ex-pression;his countenancewashandsome;hehadlittlebeard,andwasof a light and graceful figure." By the termsof the leaguethe squadronwas toconsist of 300 vesselsand galleys;and50,000men. The actual combatants, however,werenot morethan29,000,althoughthereweremorethan80,000altogetherinthefleetthatwasnowassembled under the eye of its commander. The councilofwarhaving determinedon seekingbattlewith the Turks withoutloss of time,only a few days were given to the marshallingof thearmament,which thensailed out of theportofMessina,presentinga spectacle of naval magnificencewhich in those days hadrarelybeen equalled. One by oneeach vessel passedinitsallottedorderout oftheharbor,andfellintoitsappointedplace,whilstthenuncioOdescalchi stood on the pier-head, blessing each in tarn. Thevessel which bore the Spanishprincewas conspicuousfor itsbeauty
and decorations;it was the royal galley of Spain, ornamentedafter the fanciful taste of the day with "delicatacarvingandin-genious allegories." The orderat battle,which was to beinviol-ably preserved during the whole time of the expedition,was asfollows:Dorialed the right wuxg,having fifty-four galleysunderhis command, withorderstokeepaboutsix miles inadvanceof themain body, so as to give the ships plenty of sea-room. Theleftwing was under Agostino Barbarigo, and consisted of an equalnumber of galleys. The mainbodyof sixty vessels wasunder thepersonalcommandof DonJohnhimself;whiltthe reserveof thirty,more was intrusted toDon Alvaro diBazzano,Marquis of SintaCrnz. Don John of Cardona wasdespatched with,some Siciliangalleysafewmiles inadvance,withorders toreconnoitretheenemy,
and fall into his placeat the extremity of Doria's wing, so soonashe shouldhave discovered him. The hoisting of the consecratedstandard was to be the signal for the whole fleet falling intoline andpresenting a^singlefront; whilstanumber of galleys wereselected to forma circle around the leadingvessels of the threechief divisionsof the armament to act asa support. Besides theadvancedgalleys of Cardona,Andrada,a Spanishknight,hadpre-viouslybeensent byDonJohn,inalight andswift vessel, tomakesecretobservationson theposition andpreparationsof the Turks;whilstthe Christian squadronsmeanwhile proceeded totheharborof Gomenizza, where the whole fleet wasreviewedby the com-mander inperson,notwithout symptoms of jealousyandopposition
on thepart of the Venetians.

THE BATTLE OF LEPANTO.

(Prom TJie Knights of St.John, byE.H.T.)
The horror inspiredby this catastrophedetermined the Catholic
League to prepare for morevigorous measures thanhad yetbeen
attempted;and it is from this period that we shall endeavor to
take up thenarrative,and lay before our readers the detailsofa
struggle whose result has been found worthy of commemoration
not only in thepages ofhistory,but inthe office of the Church.

And first, let us see what was the relative strength of the
abouttoenterintothe combat. A fleetof about160 vessels,. thinly manned, was furnished by the Venetian states, under the

command of SebastianVeniero, whohadashis lieutenant Agostino
Barbarigo, a manof distinguished merit andcourage. ThePope
hadnonaval forceat his disposal, but undertookto furnishand
equip twelve of the Venetian galleys; Mark Anthony Colonna,Duke ofPaliano,was appointed to the command;and,besides theregular forcesin the papalservice, aconsiderable numberof the
Eonian nobility volunteered to join the enterprise. Every thing
had beendone togiveacharacterof religious solemnity to theen^rolment anddepartureof thetroops. ThevenerableBasilica oftheApostleshad witnesseda functionof singular characterand magni-ficence in the Juneof the previous year,when after High Mass,sung by the Cardinal Colonna, the Pope solemnly implored theDivinebenediction on theChristian arms, andblessedthecrimsonstandard emblazoned with the crucifix and with the figuresof the
twoapostlesofRome, whichwascommitted to theDukeofPaliano;whilstthe words embroidered asalegendonthe damaskfoldsweregiven tohim as his watchwordandassurance of success,

— "
Inhocsxgno vinces." Nor was another kind of assurance wanting toen-

'
couragehim andhis followers. When, attendedby allhis officersandby the crowdof noble volunteerswhohad joinedhis company,hepresentedhimself toreceive the partingbenedictionof hieHoli-ness,it was given to them accompaniedby wordswhich from themouth of such a speaker had something in them of apropheticcharacter:"Go, 'my children," hepaid,♥"and fight in God's nameagainst the Turks;itis inHis name andonHis part thatIpro-mise you the victory." Similar to this hadbeenthemessage sentby him tothe Spanish leaders by the hands of his'nuncio Odes- "
calchi, as well as to the other princes whohad joinedin the enter-prise;and to theCount de Carillo, asheknelt athis feet, the holy iPontiff againrepeated,"Itis inthenameof theMost High thatIj
promise you a certain victory." I

Yet this assurance couldscarcely be thought toarise fromtheextent of themartial preparations. So faras the co-operationofthe European "governments was concerned, the embassies andnegotiations of his ambassadors hadalmostutterly failed.- Never-theless we must remember that the influenceof the RomanPontiffover the heartofChristendom restsonsomethingdeeperandmorepowerful than the success of apolitical negotiation. Andso,not-withstanding the coldness and backwardness of the Christianprinces,the appeal of the Pope had been loyally and warmlyre-ceived by many in everynation whither his nuncioshadbeendes-patched. Besides the regulararmamentsof Spain and Venice,andthe forces contributed by Genoa and the Duke of Savoy,by theKnights of Malta, and several of the lesser Italian states, thevolunteers who joined the troops of the allies, to thenumber ofmore than two thousand, were of allnations, andincludedsome ofthe most distinguished soldiersof theday. But, more than this,it cannot be doubtedthat the confidence which filled theheartofSt. Piushad another anda surer foundation. He could not com-mand the armsof Europe,but the prayeisof Christendomat leastwereathis disposal. Up from every church ineverycountry thatowned his obedience there hadbeen arising for months aswell offerventandunited supplication. The religiousorder to whichhehimself belongedhad been foremost intheuse of thisgreat weaponof intercession;andeveryConfraternity of the Rosary throughoutEuropeattached totheDominicanbody hadbeenunweariediiTtheirprocessions and devotions for the success of the Christian arms.How strong a feeling had been excitedby the efforts of thePopemaybe judged by one fact:it was theperiodof so-called reforma-tion, when throughout avastportionofEurope the devoutpracticesof former ages weresinking into contempt; and yet we are toldLorettohadnever seensuch a year of pilgrimage. Every road tothe Holy House was crowded by dtvoteesof all nations;andallcrowded thither with but one object— toplace the cause of theChristians under the patronageofMary.
The Spanish fleethas beenhitherto commanded byJohn An-drewDoria,* andsome symptoms of jealousyhadarisenin the firstmovementsoftheallies betweenhim andtheRomanleader,ColonnaThese were,however,happilyplacedat restby the appointmenttothe chief command of one whose rank as well as his reputationraisedhim far above all the subordinate generals of the lea<me.This was Don John of Austria, the natural son of the emperorCharles V,and the captain-generalof thenavyofSpain. Colonnawas,with the consent of allparties, declaredhis lieutenant; andhis arrival was anxiously expectedat Messina, where the varioussquadronsof the alliedpowers hadassembledtowardsthe close ofthe month of August. Itwas the 25thof the samemonthwhenhearrivedat theplace of rendezvous;andhis entrance into the cityseemed rather the triumph given toaconquror thanthe receptionof one whose victory was yet to be hardly earned. All the showymagnificence of the times was displayed inthe preparationsmadefor welcominghim. The city was filledwitharches andtriumphalcolumns, and the shores coveredwiththe gaily-eniblazonedbannersof the various chiefs, whosemartial appearance recalled to the eyethe costumeat least, if itdidnot representsomethingalsoof thatchivalrous spirit which was fast expiring before the progress of

5

"Nephew of the great admiralof the emperor Charles V.


