
DUNEDIN: FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 1877.
beenremoved. ItisnowaProtestantplaceof worship;-—its grand
old walls, undecayed and unrenewed, a few tomba with barely
legible inscriptions,alone bearing witness of thepast."

Thecreedless,heartlessrobbercame,
Andnever since thattime,

Bound thyturnaltars burned thesacred fl»m«
Orrose the chant sublime.

Thy gloryhia crimson tide went down
Beneaththe clovenhoof-

Altar and priest,mitre andoope and crown."
The sieges sustained by Limerick areof high historicrenown.

William had crossed the Boyne. Nocaptured standard,baggage,
orprisonersprovedhis victory;but Jameshad fled,andhis troop*
hadretreated. Athlone, under the brave veteran ColonelGrace,
had proved impregnable to the attacks of Douglas, so William
resolvedhimself toeffect the capture of Limerick.

Confident of success, thither he advanced;and hia security
waxedstronger Avhen he surveyed the outworks of defence,"an
oldwall,flanked with a few tottering towers." Sarsfield's fame
had gone forth;but "good generalship, conceived the Dutch-
English king,can effectlittle without munitions of war." How-
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LIMERICK.

detachment of English soldiers. Thepartsof the townadjoining I
are thickly populated. The houses, occupied of yore by the
nobility,and now hourly threatening to fall inruins on the poor,
squalidinhabitants of the tenements into which they arelet out,
formnarrow, irregular streets;the saddeningair of decay hang- |
ingoverthem, suitingwellthememories they awaken. St.Mary's i
Cathedral, wherepatriotpriestsprayedandsacrificedwhile Saxons j
besieged and Sarsfield defended, no longer invites, with silver j
chimes, hearts,true to the old faith, to come andadore. "Vandal j
hands have renovated it;nearly all the relics of the pasthave|

ever, his mind changed somewhat after the first fire of the
Limerickgunners:hehadnot foreseen the fate of hisnewsiege
train,blown topiecesby Sarsfield before it couldreachhim from
Waterford;he didnot know theLimerickwomen,norhadheheard
their rebellion against the order to retirewiththe childrento the
Clare suburb,nor their vehementdeclaration to fight for faithand
country by the side of their fathers and brothers, or he would
havebeen lesssurprisedtobeobliged to reckon them amongthe
most formidableofhis adversaries,* discoveringit tohis costwhen,
as the Williaiuite chaplain relates,they ruaued to the breach,

New Zealand Tablet

H"
But when theypointto our fair Isle,
Andsay,nopatriothearts have we

—
That party staius the work defile

—
My country, thenIblush foi thee!

ButHope says,blush ur tear shallnever
SullyapprovingFame's decree;

"CKSk When Freedom's wordher bonds shallsever,
Vußxi Mycountl'y> tnea J°y iot*cc!"~Gerald Griffin.
StfMfff N commercial importance Limerick is considered thefgfljgSfe fourth, city ofIreland; but for thebeauty of its situation2£flK£(f and the glories of its history, it may rank among theiSKSj first. The old city, situatedonanisland formedby the
flKB* Eiver Shannon,inoneof the circuits of its course ocean-
Ja^j3p wards, has many antiquities of deep' interest to the<MEwjf patriotic tourist. The fine oldcaStlethatbore the bruntjrf*>«> of Ireton's,William's, andhisDutch general'sbombard-

■
*^ ruents, still stands entire, casting from ita lofty, time-

■wornwalla dark shadows on the Shannon, flowingdeepand strong
beneath. This unconqueredIrish fortress isnowgarrisonedby a


