
In the recent death of Sir John Esmonde, Bart., at the compara-tively early age of fifty, the representative of one of theoldestAnglo-Irish familiesinCountyWexfordhaspassedaway. Seatedinthat county with the earlyEnglish settlers, the family becameconspicuousin the ageof Elizabeth. Sir Lawrence,the represen-tative at that time, adopted the Protestant religion, and com-manded a troopof horse in1601-2 He wasknightedby Sir HenrySydney,and inan expeditionto West Connaught withSir ThomasBurke andMoroughnadoc O'Flaherty,fellinlovewithandmarriedthe beautiful sister of the latter. For his services he wascreated
T?" smonde'Baron of Limerick, CountyWexford. Hediedin1012, General of all the English forces inIreland, andGovernorofDuncannonFort. Duringhis life his wife,who was apious Catho-lic, tearingthat her son would berearedin theProtestant reli°-ionfled with their only son to her relativesin Connaught. Acceptingher flight as an abrogation of the marriage,LordEsmonde, with°-out the formality of a divorce, married again, but had no other
issue. Athis deathhis son applied for his father's titles,buthewas a Catholic, andhis claim was coldly received. He diedbeforeobtaining his paternal peerage. From Sir Thomas' second sonJames ot Ballytrasnagh, the present family are descended ThisJames died from afall in the hunting field,agedeighty-four. Histhirddaughter married Howard Kyan, of Mount Howard,CountyWexford,andone of the sons of this marriage,EsmondeKyan wasthemost heroicof therebel chiefs during the insurrectionof 1798bir James, sonof the aforesaid James,survivedhis three cousinsofthe elder branch only a few days. He had been an officer in the■erviceof France. Heleft two sons, Thomas,his heir;andJohnwho was executed on Carlisle bridge, Dublin, as arebelin 1798Johns sons were Thomas the eighth Baronet; Bartholomew, adistinguished member of the Society ofJesus;James,a Lieutenantm the Royal Navy; Lawrence, a captain of grenadiers in the"

.^frYlee; anda fifth son, a naval captain inthe service of
o- mV inactiou witL a ssPP anish frigate. The RightHonSir Thomas, ninthBaronet, wasbornin1786; dying withoutissue!he wassucceededby his nephew, the late Sir John, whosefatherJames, manned Maria Murphy, daughter of James Murphy, ofRingrnahon Castle, County Cork, The eldestbornof thismarriage
was the late Sir John, bornin1826,andsucceededto thebaronetcy
"Jm® Jni c married a daughterof the lateHenryGrattanofTmnehinch, CountyWicklow, and granddaughterof the famousorator Henry Grattan Sir John leaves a son named ThomasHenry Grattan Esmonde, aged14, asheir tohistitles. This fAmilyhistory is agood illustrationof the mannerinwhich foreignbloodvi Ireland, inthe courseof generations, becomesmingled with thedeep fountof the ancient nationality.— <Pilot.'

A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE.
A Lutheran minister in Germany thus eulogizes the Catholicclergy:—

"
GregoryVII.knew well whathe wasdoingwhenwithin-exorable severity he enforced the law of celibacy amongthe cler°vThe verylife of theRoman Church is a continual struggle,and it

is butnatural that thepriestshave tobear the bruntof thebattleTo whatan extent soldiers who are not boundby the tiesof wifeandchildren surpass their married comrades in courage and dis-regard of death is well-known. We have only tobeholdmodernRoman priests to realize how well Gregory was acquainted withthe natureof theChurch and how skillfully heruled it. The hostof Catholicpriests is a host of heroes. They arecarrying on thestruggle imposedon themby the exigencies of modern timeswithavalor and intrepidity that remindsus of theoldRomanlegions
The worldlooksaghastuponthese men whom no power canmove

Almostthe wholeof theprivatefortuneandofficialemolumentsof CardinalPatrizi found their wayinto the pocketsof the poorSixty thousandlire were assigned by him yearly tovariousSxedcharitiesinRome,andtwenty thousandweregiventotheCardinaTadioceseof Velletn,besides which another sumof twenty thousandwas spentinvariouscasuallargesses tooccasional applicants ThaCardinalwasaccustomedveryoften tovisit thepoorintheirhomesto ascertain personally the condition of those who claimed hispecuniaryassistance. w "*
t?
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A lady wit£|f fl>o.mP^s*° tke'ChicagoTimes' saysthatinFrance womenof thehighest rankpost themselvesat theStdwrsof the churches, afterservice,with an enticing littlebag, ia whichthey supplicateyou to invest. This is partof the duSes^f tffichurch membership. The writeradds, "Ihave seenPattionhe?knees onapraying chair at the great door of the Madeleine SPans, begging those leaving the church forcontributions Si°t£poor. Inoticed that the stream of outgoerspassedherway somtohave agoodlook at thecharmingdiva,and herreticulebeSntfullso soon tnat she was obliged, tosendfor another.
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THE EX-EMPRESS AT THE VATICAN.
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A Rome correspondent,under date of December 18th, writes :—"
Immediately on arriving the Empress Eugenic wrote an auto-graph letter to the Pope, thanking him for his fatherly receptionofher son, andcraving anaudienceon Saturdayat11o'clock. ThePope, although unwell, and fresh from a visit of physicians,

acknowledged Her Majesty's missive at once, and expressedthepleasurehe would have in receiving her at any time convenienttoherself. Punctually at11o'clock onSaturday,aclosedcarriage,destitute of aUarmorial insignia, drew up at the entrance to theVatican, andthe Empress andthe Prince Louis Napoleonalighted,
followedby alady and gentleman in waiting. TheEmpress andher lady inwaitingworedark silk dresses, were thickly veiled,andwithout jewelry. They werereceivedat the entrance by Cardinalbimeoni andtwoother prelates with regalhonors. The Empressand the Prince Imperial wereushered through the Papalante-chamber betweenlines of the Noble Guard andthePalatineGuard,and showninto the Pope's library, while the Popehimself was inanadjoining room. There the Holy Father received the Empressalone,and the two remained in close colloquy for one hour andahalf. Afterwards, at the invitationof Cardinal Simeoni,PrinceLouisNapoleonand the two attendantswereadmitted,andtogether
with the Empress, conversed with his Holinessanother half hourThe party then withdrewinto the Vatican library, and inspectedthe cabinets of coins, the archaeologicalrarities, the albums presen-ted to thePope, andpausedwithpeculiarinterestbefoietheSevresvase which served asthe baptismal font for the Prince ImperialinParis. Baron Viscont then conducted them throughthe galleries
and museums, and they returned to the Villa Bonaparte. The'Liberta asserts that the Empress no sooner saw thePope thanshe fellon her knees and wept bitterly, till, after someminutes,yielding to the Pope'sentreaties, she permitted herself toberaisedby CardinalBonaparteand thePrinceImperial,and driedher tears

todo anything contrary to the law of their Church. They sufferthemselves to be driven from office and livings, tobeharassedbybailiffs, tobe castintoprisons,but,unshaken, theypersevere; and,drivenawayto-day, to-morrowtheyareagain at their posts. Theyare priests, they are warriors, they are true men. It is not theleast advantageof the Roman Church that somany warriorscanbe found withinher fold. Itmaybe six months now since weheard of the fearful disaster to a French ship which,being runthrough by aSpanish steamer, sunk within ten minutes with allonboard. While the waves camestreaming into theship,and theunfortunate passengers and crew,roused from their berths, wererunning about on deck inwild confusion, some praying, others
gazingabout in dumb despair,others weeping, a Catholic priestwas seen hurrying from one group to another promising to all
whohadasincere sorrow the forgivenessof their sins iathenameofthat Godbefore whose tribunalthey wereall so soon toappear.Glorious type of a truepriest! Praise your generals irho in therageof battleexpose their breasts to the enemy'sbullets,praiseyour statesmenwhocalmly lookat thepistollevelledat theirheadby the assassin. Beforesuchahero theymust fade intomaignifi-cance. Where all have lost their senses he alone remains calm.When all are terrifiedby the presence of death,he,with a firmhand,points toheaven,offeringlife to the dying. Amongahun-dren clergymen of the EvangelicalChurch,perhapsone suchlikemaybe found. "Yet we Evangelicalpastors aregreatinwords,andwho that would listen to our words spokeninprivate circlescouldhavebut thehighest ideaof ourcourage ? Anyonepresentatourconferences wouldstareamazed at our devotedness. Batif wordsare to be converted into actions— if weare calledupon to shieldwithour bodies the standardwhichwehavesoproudlyunfurled

—
we are prostrated,and our courage vanishes like smoke. Thereare wifeandchild andanxious friends imploring,holdingusback.The Catholic clergyman knows thatGodhasplacedrealitiesinhishand,but wehaveonly to dealin words. Rhetoric has overgrowneverything with us. We are preachers but not priests. Manynoble charactersamongus have been driven by this evidentcon-tradictionbetween the ideal of the Church and the clericalofficeand the reality,into the bosom of the Catholic Church. Nor canweblamethem."

IRISH AFFAIRSIN PARLIAMENT.
Mr.MitchelHenet, the well-knownHome Ruler,has writtenanable letter on the causeof IrelandinthecomingBritishparliament.
Itisa documentdeservingof careful consideration by everyIrish-man to whom the causeof his country is dear. Inadverting totheEasternquestion,onwhichhe expresses his hatred to theTurkishtyrannyand apprehensionof Russian sympathy, the writer makesa full lounge at England by saying "that the Turkishis not theonly government whose conduct in its dealings with insurrectionIrelandknows toberuthless andcruel." The shades of ToneandEmmet will vouch for the truth of this assertion. Inthe discus-
sionof the Eastern questionhe sees withdelight the"approachingendof secretdiplomacy." We hope so,but he will give us leavetodoubt his opinionin this respect. The grit of his letter is,how-
f!"r* tk*P««k»s ° fHome Rule,education,and the landlaws,andtins,he declares, will depend verymuch on the earnestnessof thepeople. As aset off to the defectionof Mr.P.J. Smyth,hequotesthe latestutterancesof the venerable John of Tuam that "Themeasure ofHome Rule which Mr.Butt is seeking willbe a °reatpanacea for the illsof Ireland:we shouldall, then,priests,people,andbishops,beHome Rulers, if we are in earnest inhelpingthepoor— noother kind of help will do." To carry a land bill,Mr.Jlenry declares that declamatory speeches wont doj they musthave facts, withnames,dates, andauthentic particulars. There ismuch truth in this. That the recentLandBill has effectedmanyamendmentsis indisputable;that landlords,and law, andreadymoney,haverenderedmanyofits clauses nugatory there is norea.son todoubt. The various "Tenants' Defence Associations" are,ashe very quietly says, theproperbodies toestimatecritically theaction of the recent Land Act. There remains the question ofeducation— avexedquestion, whichMr.Henrybarely alludestoasa supporter of Mr. Butt's bill. Evidently he is diffidentof theclergy. How, indeed,coulditbeotherwise? However patriotic,however talented, Mr. Butt is not the proper exponent of theCathode educationclaims, andanEducationBill,tomeritthe sup-portof the Irish clergy should emanate from,or have theentireconcurrence of thatbody. Mr.Henryfairlyweighs thedifficultiesof procuringbetter termsthanMr.Butt's billprovides. Wemaynot endorse allhis opinions,but he evidentlydeserves wellof theIrishpeople,andis entitledtothemeritsofsincerityanapatriotism,and this is much inan IrishProtestant.— 'Pilot/ v '
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